D

DTO HaxoguUTCA B nycToTe...

Tam, rge HebO cnrBaeTcs C 3emen No HoYam.
Tam, rge B KaXkgom ManeHbKoOM TEMHOM yriy COKpbITa OrpoMHas TalnHa.

B mecTe, KOTOpOE Tbl HE Hangewb HXU Ha OgHON KapTe, CTONT 3aqapOBaHHbIVI nec,
OprH(eHHbIM HEeOOBATHbIMU CTENAMUN U OCBEeLWaeMbIV 3Be34amMn B TEMHOTE.

B LopoOXe JINCTbEB, B rnpoxsiage BeTpa, B HEXHOW Tennomn NnayTnHe — BO BCEM 30€Cb KUBET
gyula. Ecnun TblI noTtepAna CBOKo, TO TOYHO OTbIWELDb €€ 34eCb




B CyMpakKe 3a4apOBaHHOIO JieCa, nocpean 6eCKpa|7|He|7| crenn, nog NoOKpoBOM
Marmyeckmx neyaTen u CNOB Xuna Ll,yLua.

OanHoKasa n ankas. ﬂ,yu.le 6b1710 CNOKOMHO U1 TEMNIO cpean cnneTeHnA BeTBeN " NnayTUHbI.

[lHemM oHa cobupana TpaBbl U Arofbl, BeYEPOM — 3aBapuBasia apoMaTHbIl Yali
C MOJIbIHBIO N MATOW

ywa nobuna nuctaTb CTapble KHUIM C NMCbMEeHaMu, UCKaTb HOBble peLenTbl

N cnepabl APEeBHEN maruu.

NHorpa cpeamn nyctoTbl OHA HaxoAuna vy»ue noTepsHHble AyLWwn 1 WTonana ux KpacHom
HUTbIO, YroLana TPaBsHbIM YaeM N CBEXMM Xnebom.

JTOWN HUTbIO OHa CBA3bIBaNa ceba C KaXKAon AyLo, YTo BCTpeYyana 1 cnacana.

KpacHyto HUTb eii nogapuno Hebo 13 CBOUX KafoBbIX COTHW JIET TOMY Ha3ag,

4TOObI HMKOrAA He TepATb 3Ty AyLUY.
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OgHy n3 kKHur lywa xpaHuna ocobeHHo 6epexxHo. OHa aep»kana ee B KapMaHe
CBOETO LLIEePCTAHOro MnaTb.

J70 ObIN ee rpyMyap — TanHa 3a CEMbIO NMeYaTAMM, COKPbITAa OT JIIOACKMX [as.
MHorne BegbMbl MeYTanu 3anonyymTb rpuMyap B CBOU PYKW, Beb B HEM OblsT COKPbLIT

BeCb CMbIC/ AnKon npupogbl dywun. C noMoLbio ApeBHUX Kak MAP CUMBOOB
NPOYNTaBLLNIA UX MOT 3aBnajeTb cunamm aukon Jywmn n noctnub cyTb BceneHHom.
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B HeHacTHble gHK [ywa cobupanacb 1 oTnpaBsnachb B newepy Henopaneky.

Cepan 1 HenpornagHas, COKpbITas MOKPOW NMCTBON Nelyepa 6bina »kunuwem Bosnka.
Aywa n Bonk noasnnncb B 3a4apoBaHHOM fiecy B OAWH A€Hb U C TEX NOP Ha BEKU Oblnu
CBA3aHbl APY>KOOWN. B HEHACTHbIE AHM OHM KOPOTaNu Bpems BMeCTe, U Ka3anochb,

OHO ANnNTCA 6eckoHeYHOo. A pa3Be MOXET BpeMs cpeaun KamHel Teub nHaue?..

Jywa Bcerga npuHocunia ¢ cobom cyxoe nevyeHbe 13 CONeHbIX Cle3 1 3aCyLeHHbIe
CepAeYKM KypomnaTokK, KoTopble Tak nobun Bosk.

B newiepe oHM pa3Boauan Koctep, NOAKNAbIBAIN B HErO MXa, 3aBapuUBanu Yam

M Cnywanu MbiCin apyr apyra.




Jywa pacckasbiBasa 0 CBOMX Mpounbix BonsoweHuax. O ToM, Kak, nonagasa B NycroTy,
BO3pOKJanacb B Hel BHOBb.

Jlaxke conHua Tam He 6b110 BUAHO, HO [ywe 6bi510 yioTHO. OHa BAbIXana BaXKHbIM 3anax
MXa 1 AepeBbeB... BcnywmBanacb B TEMHOTY.




B camon uepHom nyctoTe [yLwwa »Knna 1 nogaepxunsana 6anaHc Bcero cyuyero.

KTo-TO Ha3biBan ee AyLON, KTO-TO — aHrefloM-XpaHuTenem, KTo-To — 6eCCo3HaTeNbHbIM,
a KTO-TO 1 BOBCE He Bepu B ee CyLecTBOBaHMe. B oTBeT oHa nuwb ynbibanacb 1 cnewmna
K Pexke MKusHn.

Ayuwa pasroBapuana c Pekon no Beuepam, ybupana wun 1 BbiaBnavBana co fHa ynasLime
3Be3abl. OHa Kaxabl AeHb Habnogana u NoagaeprBana pasyMHoe paBHOBECKME YNCTOW
BOAbl 1 nna. NprnHocuna goMmon 38e3fbl, TwaTesibHO 0OMbIBana 1x, OTTUpana NPUINMLWYIO
rpA3b, Cywmnna nog nosaHou yHOW.

[yuwa Bcerga otnpasnana 3se3abl 06paTHO B MUP 3a TeMHbIM lecoM B KoTomke Cyabbbl,
KOTopas BeYHO Bce nyTana. Tak MHorve 3Be3fpl, ynaswue B Peky MnsHu smecTe,

4aCTO NMOTOM OKa3blBaNNCb B Pa3HbIX MecTax...

«Cyabba», — B34bIXann OHW.




OceHbio [ywa, »nBywasa B TeMHOM necy, ntobuna yKyTaTbCa B Wanb 1 6poantb cpean 3 oy
OonaBLUEeWN NUCTBbI. ' A
3anax oceHun 6bi1 HENOBTOPUM N HECPABHUM HU C Kaknm apyrm. OH Obial CBEXWIA 1 TEMSIbIN

ogHoBpemMeHHO. CNOBHO B3[10X B MUHYTY OTUYaAHUA, KOra KaXeTcCs, YTO HeT BbIXxoAa.

Ayuwa Bbixoguna no yTpam ¢ pacTpenaHHbIMU NOCe CHa BOIOCaMU U 6OCbIMU HOramMm Ha ‘

KpbIibLO, 1 BO3AYX TEMOM OCEHW HAMOJHAN ee CUIoN U 06HMMan ytotom. OT 3TOro rnoTKa i

La)e fepeBbAM XOTeI0Cb HOBOW XKM3HU, MOSTOMY OCEHbIO OHM cOpacbiBanu cTapble NNCTbA

N FTOTOBUNMUCH YCHYTb. : 2
CoH o6HoBnAeT Hac. Camblil rpy6bIn 1 31101 YEeNOBEK BO CHe 6e33alunTeH Kak MnageHed,. J
COH — 3TO TbMa, N3 KOTOPOW Mbl MPUXOAMM U B KOTOPYIO YXOAUM. TeMHbIN fleC CKpbiBaeT ee
Cpeaun CTapbiX KOPABbIX AePEBLEB U TAry4yero MANCToro 6onora.

Aywa nprwna n3 3Ton TEeMHOTbI 1 OCTanacb obeperaTtb CBOW Nec.

YTpeHHN BO3AyX 1 FopAYNi AYLIUCTBIA Yal C 6epraMoToM, 3anax MuMonpsa n nerkum wenect
TpaBbl B NIeCy, NepBble CONIHEYHbIe Nyyn... [lywa niobuna Takme MOMEHTbI.

Torga MOXHO 6bINIO NO3BONUTL Cebe XKNTb, FOBOPUTbL C CONTHLEM, HEOOM, AePEBbAMM

N CTapbIMy MHAMU B Niecy, NpoboBaTb AnKMe A0NOKN N KYTaTbCA B CTAPYIO LWEPCTAHYIO Waslb.




«AX, a uTo, ecnin Obl CJIy4nnochb TakK, YTO Tbl — 3TO He Tbl?» — cnpocunn ee roJioc B nycrtoTe.

Mpyn OKONO XMXKMHBI KaXkoe yTpo Cy»kun e 3epkanom. OH niobun ee, n NOTOMY B HEM
KaXKZyl HOUYb OKa3blBasMCb yraBLlune ¢ Heba 3Be3apl.

He Kaxgaa morna cmeno B3rMAHYTb B Ma3a CBOEMY OTpPaAXKEHUIO...




OpgHowm Houblo B BeTBAX TeMHOro neca 3anyTtanacb monogas JlyHa. V130 Bcex cun oHa ApKo
CUANa U OYeHb HafeAnacb, YTO KTO-HMOYAb 3aMeTUT ee CBET 1 MOMOXKET BbIMyTaTbCA

N3 KOMYMX BeTOK. HO HM ogHa XmMBasa gyLla He NPOoLia MUMO: HU MajleHbKre KPOnnKu,
HW BOPYSINBbIE BOPOHDI...

«XM, XM, XM, OY€Hb CTPaHHbIN flec», — nogymana monogas JlyHa v pewunna B3gpemMHyTb,
NMoKa ee KTO-HMOyAb He cnacer.

[powno MHOro BpemeHu: MUHYTbI, IHK, Yacbl, MeCsALbl, rofa, Beka... Hu ogHou xusou gy,

JlyHa cnana, cBeT ee NOHeMHOTrY yracasn, n TeMHbIV fieC BHOBb NOrpy3unsca BO Mpak.
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HWKTO yXe He CKaKeT BaM, B Kakon fieHb B TeMHOM siecy noABuica MnajeHel, HO Bce
TOYHO 3HAIOT, YTO TEMHbIE Aefla HAaYaNnucCb C NOABNEHNEM 3TON MaNleHbKOW JE€BOYKMN.
OpnHaxabl TeueHMe NPUHECO CTapyto 06BeTLWaNy KOP3MHKY C aflo LIEePCTAHON LWasblo
BHYTpW. Kop3nHKa 3anyTanacb B KyBLUMHKAX U uie 1 npocTosana 6l 60r BeCTb CKONbKO
AHeNn, ecnn 6bl He HaYana KPAXTeTb U NULLATb.

Takoro yxaca TemHOTa 3TOro fieca HMKora He ucnbiTbiBana. TonbKo npeacraBbTe:

Bbl >KMBETE CNOKOMHO, B TEMHOTE U OfMHOYECTBE, BCE BOKPYr BaM 3HAKOMO, 1 BAPYT
KTO-TO 6€3 NpeaynpexaeHna HaunHaeT KPAXTETb 1 NULWATb. Y>Kac 1 TONbKO!

TemHOTa gonro pasgymbiBasna, CTOUT N BOOOLE NpMONMKaTbCA K STOMY CTPaHHOMY
npeameTy. Bo3MOXHO, 1 He CTOWT, HO TorAa NuLaHMe N KpAXTeHNe ByaeT NpoaoKaTbcA
N HApYLLaTb NOKOW HEBECTb CKOSIbKO. HakoHeU, pelmBLINCb, OHA NPUNOAHANMA

Kpaewek anon wanu... I samepna.

9710 6b11 Yenosek. MKNBOW MaNeHbKUN YenoBeEK.
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TemHoOTa coBepLUEHHO He MOTa HaNTX 0OBACHEHMNA NOABNEHNIO MaJbILWKN B nycToTe sieca.

OHa B3Ana ee Ha PYKM 1 owyTnia 6neHune cepauda n o6>K|/|rarom,ee AblXaHWe.
HukTo He npmxoguTt B TeMHbIN fec C XXMBbIM cepadem mn TensibiMm gbiXaHNeM.
HukTO HMKoraa BOO6LL|,e He npumxogmn B 3TOT JieC NO CO6CTBeHHOMy KeJlaHNIO.

TonbkKo puTyan NPpUHATUA NOTYCTOPOHHETO MNPa MOTI NPUBECTN CIOAa KUBYIO AyLUY,
nnn HoBaA MorywecTtBeHHaAa BeibMa rnpulsia B MMp. Ta, KOro Bce TaK DOJIrO »KAalun...
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TeMHOTa yxakuBana 3a 4eBOYKOM 1 yKpbiBana ee B TULLMHE feca.
Ha 13-10 nyHy TemHOTa nofgapuna feBOYKe CBET »KU3HW 1 MAarnyeckoe 3epKarno,

B KOTOpOM crnocobHa BnAaeTb InMwb NCTUHHAA TeéMHaA BebMa.




B oagnHo4yecTtBe TeMHOTa OYeHb nobuna TULWWNHY. B Heln MoXKHO 6bI10 XOPOoLWO pas3nnynTb
BETEP, 3aBbIBa|OLL|,VIVI 3a OKHOM, X0 4aCOB A cobcTBEHHOE ObIXaHNeE. Bce rApPMoOHNYHO
c/inBanocChb B e[J,I/IHbIVI pUTM.

B Takne momeHTbl TeMHOTa Habnogana 3a »KM3HbKO ManbIWKW LWMPOKO PacnaxHyTbiMuU
rnasamu. «<Kakasa KpacmBasa v Xu1Bas 3Ta XKN3Hb», — AyMaJia OHa 1 Hacnakganacb
KaXXgow MUHYTON.

Manbiwka nogpocna, 1 gywa ee Bce 6onblie corpeBana TeMHOTY, HaMoOMHAA NYCTOTY
CMbIC/TOM. B TULIMHe OHa ntobuna neyvb NMPOrv C BaHW/bIO U Arogamun. Mmm...

TUWINHA, apOMaTHbIN Yail U CBEXWUI NCMEYEHHbIN NNPOT C ArogaMin. TOT apomart Obin
ANA 0eBOYKM CMMBOJSIOM MPOCTOrO XKM3HEHHOIO cYaCTbA. [APMOHMA N HeCMeLWHbIN PUTM
>KM3HW 3aHUMaANn ee MbICN.



B TemHOTE el Ka3anocb, YTO OHa CAbIWNT cBOU MblcN. OCOOGEHHO HOUbIO OHU ObINN
TaKVMW FPOMKMMMU, YTO NPUXOZWIIOCH KACTb FONOBY MeXAy ABYMA MyXOBbIMM MNOQYLKaMWN.
MbiCnn ponnncb B ronoBe, CIOBHO MefOBble MUesibl, N U3BOAUNN BEeOHAXKKY.

Torga oHa monunacb, CKNagbiBaa NagoHM IOAOYKOWN, N HAYNTbIBasIa MOJINTBY:

«Bce npuxooum u3 memHomel u yxooum ¢ meMHoOmMou....»




ABI'yCT 6b11 cambIM NOO6UMbIM mMecAauem gnAa H1X. CorpeBaﬂ apyr apyra no Ho4yam,
AeBOoYKa N TeMHoTa CMOTpPENIN Ha 3Be34bl, NN TpaBFIHOVI Yyam n KyTaJInCb OT NpPOXsiaabl
B y30pl-IaTbIVI NniaTok.
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MHorpa aeBovka 6poanna no cBeTy u cobrpana ctapble KHUru Beabm. CMaxmBana nbiib
C 06noXeK, CluMBana Xpynkue CTpaHuLbl, NepenucbiBana PeLenTbl U BbITaCKMBaNa U3 KHUM
3aCyLUEeHHble TPaBbl.




OHa nocenunacb Ha Kpalo CBETa, TaM, rae poxKAa€TCA JIyHa N YMNPAIOT 3BE34bl.

Ha paccBeTe OHa Urpaja 4yygecHyro Menogunio, KOTopaa pa3ninBasiaCb No MMpPy TpeEsibio NTUL,
N wenectom BeTpa, 3arnyTaBlleroca B BOJ1OCax.

NHorpa oHa YKYTbIiBa/laCb C ronoBou B WEPCTAHYIO WaJib 1 OTMNMPaBJIAIaCb MPOBOXKATb
3adKaTbl Ha OANHOKYIO ropy 3a JieCOM. BeTep nrpan B BOJIOCax, a TpaBbl HallernTbiBain
NCTopnnm N CeKpeTbl, N 3alaxX MNYyCTOTbl HAMOJIHAN €€ 0 camom MaKYyLKW.




N Tonbko 6naropgapsa ceoemy [yxy-noMOLLHUKY A€BOYKA CMOTJIa BbPKUTb B TeMHOM necy.
OH corpeBan ee XonogHbIMM paccBeTamu, KOrga OHa KyTtanacb OT BETpa 1 CbIpoCTy,
pacckasblBan en UCTOPUN U BeN ee Brepea, Aaxke Korga 3To Ka3anocb HEBO3MOXKHbIM.




OHa MeuTana yBuaeTb, YTO Xe CKPbIBAeTCA MO Ty CTOPOHY TbMbl...




Ha To cTopoHe...

[NloroBapmBaloT, Ha Kpato cBeTa, B TeMHOM fiecy, XKMBeT BefjbMa — XpPaHUTeNIbHULa
JlyHbL.

OHa HaTupaeT go 6necka JlyHy, untaeT cyabbbl MO KapTaM 1 3aBapuBaeT

Yyal C oywmncTbiM YabpeLom.




MHoro gHewn n Houen TAHYNACb €€ XKN3Hb. CmeHannco JIYHbI, INCTBA Ha OEpPEBbAX,
moan, NCtopunn. OHW CMeHANn Houn, 3MMa — J1IeTo, U NNLLb ,[I,yLua KXWna B I'J'I)/6OKOM CHe.

MHoro BpeMeHU NpoLwio C TeX Nnop, Kak OHa NnoAsMJiaCb B Yalle TemHoro neca.
CroneTtna cMeHANn BeKa, U N1llb J'IyHa 6€3MONBHO CUANa B TEMHOTE U NOHEMHOTY
yracana, norpy»kafd Mnp B HENPOMAAQHYIO TbMy.

CnycTa cTo ThicAY BeKoB [lywa 3abpena Bo Mpak. Kakaa-To HeBegoMas cuna TaHyna ee

B 3Ty 6€340HHYI0 NYCTOTY, U OHa 6penia No Aopore, CNOTbIKAACh O KaMELKM 1 KOJTIOUKMN.
«Kakoe cTpaHHOe MecTo. VIHTepecHo, Aopora Koraa-H1byab 3akoHUMTCA? Minu 3To yxke KoHew?
HaBepHoe, 3T0 TONbKO Hayano nyTu: BOKPYr TEMHOTA M HEM3BECTHOCTb... Jlyulle Bcero
NPOCTO MATK Bnepen», — pewwmnna dywa... I cnycta MrHoBeHue nonetena BHU3.
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OHa pgonro nagana B CTpaHHyto rybb neca. 3ageBana BONOCaMn BETKU, YTacKMBasA 3a cobon
30/10Tyt0 NUCTBY. [MayKkn pasberanncb Npoyb CO CBOMX MAyTWH, KOF4a OHa CO CBUCTOM

N TPEeCKOM nponeTana MUMO HUX, Pa3pbiBas LWEKOBble HUTMW.

«MHTepecHO, 310 beckpaiHAa 6e3gHa unn A BCe-Taku Npu3emniocb?» — nogymana [lywa.




MoneT ee 6GbIN CTONb AONTMM, YTO OHA NO3abbina NPoLWIbIe XWU3HW, MUPDI, CyabObl, Nogen,
BCTPEYaBLUMXCA erl Ha NYTN.

OpgHaxabl OHa noTepAnacb B rycton TAryyem teMHoTe. Ee Bpema 0CcTaHOBUNOCD, ee ceppLe
nepectano 6utbcs...

«Mpocbinancsa», — BAPYr yc/biWwana OHa rosoc B NycToTe.



B TemHoMm JleCcy HaCTyrnwuja BeCHa. CKBO3b NMPOTaNHbI I'IpO6I/|BaJ'IaCb TpaBa, BETEP
pacCkavynBan mosioable BeTBU, a BOPOHbI MPUHOCUITN BECTUN N3 MNPaA nogen.

Nywa y6burpana Bonocbl U caaunacb 3a BbIWMBKY. HATN NOBKO CTPYUNNCH B ee Nanbunkax,
NPOCKasib3blBas B YLUKO UTONIOK, MPOH3as WepPCTb Pa3HOLBETHLIMY Y30PaMMU.

Kaxkpaa HUTb — 3TO UbA-TO cyabba. [lylwa ymeno yknagbiBana CTeXKMW Ha LWepPCTSHOM /
NONOTHe, NepenneTas Mexay cobo MUNInoHbl cyaeb. MHorga HUTL obpbiBanach...
Torga HOBOW HUTbIO [lylla HauMHana HOBbIN NyTb.



