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RIKKI-TIKKI-TAVI

I his is the story of the great war that Rikki-tikki-tavi
fought single-handed, through the bath-rooms of the big bun-
galow in Segowlee cantonment. Darzee, the Tailorbird, helped

him, and Chuchundra, the musk-rat, who never comes out into
the middle of the floor, but always creeps round by the wall,
gave him advice, but Rikki-tikki did the real fighting.

He was a mongoose, rather like a little cat in his fur and his
tail, but quite like a weasel in his head and his habits. His eyes
and the end of his restless nose were pink. He could scratch
himself anywhere he pleased with any leg, front or back, that
he chose to use. He could fluff up his tail till it looked like a bot-
tle brush, and his war cry as he scuttled through the long grass
was: “Rikk-tikk-tikki-tikki-tchk!”
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PUKKUN-TUKKN-TABU

9 TO paccKa3 O BEJIMKOW BOWHE, KOTOPYIO BeJI B OIMHOYKY
Pukku-Tukku-TaBu B BaHHO# OOJBIIOrO J0Ma B IOCETKE
Curaynu. /lap3u, nTuiia-mopTHOM, moMorasa emy, 1 HyayHspa,
MYCKYyCHast KpbICa — Ta, YTO HIUKOT/Ia He BHIOEKUT Ha CepeInHy
KOMHATBI, a BCe KPAJIeTCs y CAMOI CTeHbI, — /laBajla €My COBETHI.
Ho no-nacrosieMy BoeBaj OH OJIUH.

Pukku-Tuku-Tasu 6611 ManrycT. M XBOCT, 1 MeX OBLITH Y He-
ro, Kak y MaJIeHbKOIN KOIIKH, a TOJI0OBA U BCE IOBAJIKU — KaK
y sacoukn. [71a3a y Hero GbLIM PO30BbBIE, M KOHUHMK €r0 Oec-
MIOKOITHOTO HOCA TOKe OBLT PO30BBINA. PUKKM MOT 1odYecaThCsl,
rjie B3/lyMaeTcs, BCe PaBHO KaKOU JIAIIKOU: IepeiHe Jin, 3a/1-
Heit . M Tak ymes oH pacnymunThb CBOM XBOCT, YTO XBOCT Jle-
JIAJICST TIOXOJKMM Ha KPYIVIVIO JIMHHYIO 1eTKy. U ero 60eBoit
KJINY, KOT/Ia OH MYaJICsI B BBICOKUX TPaBax, ObLJI pUKKU-THKKH-

TUKKA-TUKKU-YK!



One day, a high summer flood washed him out
of the burrow where he lived with his father and
mother, and carried him, kicking and clucking,
down a roadside ditch. He found a little wisp of
grass floating there, and clung to it till he lost
his senses. When he revived, he was lying in the
hot sun on the middle of a garden path, very
draggled indeed, and a small boy was saying,
“Here’s a dead mongoose. Let’s have a funeral.”

“No,” said his mother, “let’s take him in and
dry him. Perhaps he isn’t really dead.”

They took him into the house, and a big man
picked him up between his finger and thumb and
said he was not dead but half choked. So they
wrapped him in cotton wool, and warmed him
over a little fire, and he opened his eyes and
sneezed.

“Now,” said the big man (he was an Englishman
who had just moved into the bungalow), “don’t
frighten him, and we’ll see what he’ll do.”

It is the hardest thing in the world to frighten
a mongoose, because he is eaten up from nose to
tail with curiosity. The motto of all the mongoose
family is “Run and find out,” and Rikki-tikki was
a true mongoose. He looked at the cotton wool,
decided that it was not good to eat, ran all round
the table, sat up and put his fur in order, scratched
himself, and jumped on the small boy’s shoulder.




OH KW ¢ OTIIOM U MaTepbio B Y3KOU JIOKOMHE.
Ho ognak bl ieToM MPOU30IIJI0 HABOJHEHUE, U BO-
J1a TIOHECIa ero BAOJIb TPUA0POKHOTO pBa. OH OPbI-
Kajicss 1 GapaxTasics, Kak Mor. HakoHerr emy yma-
JIOCh YXBAaTUTbHCA 3a TJIBIBYIAHN ITyYOK TPaBbl, U TaK
OH JIepsKaJics, TToKa He JIUIIWJICS co3HaHusd. OunyJi-
Cd OH Ha ropgyeM IIpuiieKe B cajly, locepeinHe J10-
POKKH, MCTEP3aHHBIN U TPSI3HBIHN, a KAKOW-TO MaJib-
YUK B 9TO BpeMs CKa3aJ:

— MeprtBbiit MmanrycT! /[aBail ycTpouM OXOPOHDI!

— Her, — ckazama manbunky MaTh, —BO3bMEM-Ka
ero u o6¢cymM. MoskeT ObITh, OH ellle JKUBO.

Onu BHECJIM €T0 B IOM, M KAaKOW-TO OOJIBINTON Ue-
JIOBEK B3SLJI €ro JIByMs MaJbllaMU U CKa3aJl, 4YTO OH
BOBCE HE MEPTBBIN, a TOJBKO 3aXJIeOHYJICS B BOJIE.
Torma ero 3aBepHysnM B BaTy W cTaju 00OTpeBaTh
y orast. OH OTKPBLI TJ1a3a U YUXHY.I.

— A Ttenepn, —ckazan bosabmoit YesnoBek, —He
nyraiite ero, u Mbl IOTJISIIUM, YTO OH CTaHET /leJ1aTh.

Hert Ha cBeTe HUYero Tpy/iHee, Kak UCIyraTb MaH-
rycra, IOTOMY 4YTO OH OT HOCa /0 XBOCTa BeCh IO-
put mo6onbiTcTBOM. «bBern Pasysnaii u Paswio-
Xali» — HauepTaHo Ha ceMeiHOM repbe y MaHTyCTOB,
a Puxku-Tukky OBLT YUCTOKPOBHBIH MaHTYCT OH
BCMOTPEJICST B BaTy, COOOPa3uJI, YTO OHa He TOJHA
JTSE 1B, 00esKal BOKPYT CTOJIA, CeJT Ha 3ajIHUE JIar-
KU, TIPUBEJI CBOIO IIEPCTKY B MOPSJ0K U BCKOYWJI
MaJIbYMKY Ha I1JIeYO.




“Don’t be frightened, Teddy,” said his father. “That’s his way
of making friends.”

“Ouch! He’s tickling under my chin,” said Teddy.

Rikki-tikki looked down between the boy’s collar and neck,
snuffed at his ear, and climbed down to the floor, where he sat
rubbing his nose.

“Good gracious,” said Teddy’s mother, “and that’s a wild
creature! I suppose he’s so tame because we've been kind to
him.”

“All mongooses are like that,” said her husband. “If Teddy
doesn’t pick him up by the tail, or try to put him in a cage,
he’ll run in and out of the house all day long. Let’s give him
something to eat.”

They gave him a little piece of raw meat. Rikki-tikki liked
it immensely, and when it was finished he went out into the
veranda and sat in the sunshine and fluffed up his fur to make it
dry to the roots. Then he felt better.

“There are more things to find out about in this house,” he
said to himself, “than all my family could find out in all their
lives. I shall certainly stay and find out.”
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— He 6oiics, Texan, — ckazan Bosbioit YemoBek. — ITo oH
X04eT ¢ TOOOU TOAPYKUTHCS.

— Ai, OH TeKoYeT MHe T1efo! — BCcKpukHyJI Temam.

Pukku-Tukku 3arisiHys eMy 3a BOPOTHHK, IIOHIOXAJ YXO U,
CITYCTHMBIINCH Ha ITOJI, HavaJl TepeTh cebe HOC.

— Bot uynecal —ckazana Tegauna math. — M 9TO Ha3zbiBa-
eTcd MUKUil 3Bepek! BepHO, OH OTTOTO TaKOW PYYHOM, UTO MbI
ObLIN 10OPBI K HEMY.

— MasnrycTbl Bce Takue, — ckasan ee myx. —Ecau Teqau ne
CTaHeT TMOJHUMATD €ro C T0JIa 3a XBOCT U He B3/[yMaeT cakKaTh
€ro B KJIETKY, OH [TOCEJIUTCS Y Hac 1 OyzeT 6erarth 1o BceMy J10-
my... Jlagum eMy 4ero-HuOY /b TOECTb.

EMy manu maneHbKHUM KycodyeK cbhIporo mgca. Msco emy
cTpamHo noHpasuiock. [locie 3aBTpaka oH ceilyac e T10-
Oexasr Ha BepaH.y, TIPUCEN Ha COJHBINIKE W PACITYIIAJI CBOIO
IEPCTKY, 9TOOBI BBICYIITUTH €€ 0 CaMbIX KopHeil. U ToTdac ke
eMy CTaJIO JIydIlle.

“B aTOM JJoMe ecTb HeMaJIo TaKOTO, YTO 4 JI0JI;KeH pa3Be/iaTh
KaK MOXHO cKopee. MoUM poauTesigaM 3a BCIO CBOIO KU3HDb He
cJIydasoch pa3BesiaTh CToJIbKO. OcTaHych TYT U pa3Be/laio Bce
KaK ecTb”.




A

He spent all that day roaming over the house. He nearly
drowned himself in the bath-tubs, put his nose into the ink
on a writing table, and burned it on the end of the big man’s
cigar, for he climbed up in the big man’s lap to see how writing
was done. At nightfall he ran into Teddy’s nursery to watch
how kerosene lamps were lighted, and when Teddy went to bed
Rikki-tikki climbed up too. But he was a restless companion,
because he had to get up and attend to every noise all through
the night, and find out what made it. Teddy’s mother and father
came in, the last thing, to look at their boy, and Rikki-tikki was
awake on the pillow.

“I don’t like that,” said Teddy’s mother. “He may bite the
child.”

“He’ll do no such thing,” said the father. “Teddy’s safer with
that little beast than if he had a bloodhound to watch him.
If a snake came into the nursery now—"

But Teddy’s mother wouldn’t think of anything so awful.
Early in the morning Rikki-tikki came to early breakfast in the
veranda riding on Teddy’s shoulder, and they gave him banana
and some boiled egg. He sat on all their laps one after the other,
because every well-brought-up mongoose always hopes to be
a house mongoose some day and have rooms to run about in;
and Rikki-tikki’s mother (she used to live in the general’s house
at Segowlee) had carefully told Rikki what to do if ever he came
across white men.

Then Rikki-tikki went out into the garden to see what was
to be seen. It was a large garden, only half cultivated, with
bushes, as big as summer-houses, of Marshal Niel roses, lime
and orange trees, clumps of bamboos, and thickets of high grass.

Rikki-tikki licked his lips.
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Bech 9TOT /1eHb OH TOJIBKO U JIeJIaJ, 9TO PHICKAJ IO BCEMY
nomy. OH 4yTh He YTOHYJ B BaHHE, OH CYHYJICSI HOCOM B Uep-
HIJIA U TOTYAC JKe T0CJe 9TOro obsker cebe HOC O curapy, Ko-
Topyio Kypusn bBosbiioir YemoBek, motoMy d9To B306pasicst
K Boabimomy YenoBeky Ha KOJEHHW MTOCMOTPETH, KaK ITUITYT
nepom Ha Oymare. Beuepom on npubexan B TepuHy criajib-
HIO, YTOOBI TIPOCJIEIUTD, KaK 3aKUTaf0TCsSI KEPOCHHOBBIE JIAM-
mbl. A korna Tenam yiercsd B moctesb, Pukku-Tukku mpukop-
HYJI BO3JIe HETO, HO OKa3aJicsi OECIIOKOMHBIM COCEIOM, IIOTOMY
YTO P BCSIKOM IMOPOXE BCKaKUBAJI M HACTOPasKMUBAJICS U Oe-
JKaJl pady3HaBaTh, B ueM jiesio. OTel] ¢ MaTephio 3allIn Tepe
CHOM ITPOBE/IaTh CBOETO CIISIIETO ChIHA U YBUEIN, 9TO PUKKH-
TuKKM He CTIUT, a CUUT Y HETO Ha TIOIYIIKE.

— He HpaButcsa MmHe 310, — cka3aja Teaauna matb. — UTo ec-
JIX OH YKYCHUT pebeHKa?

— He 6oiicst, — ckaszaj oTerl. — JTa 3BePIOIIKA 3al[UTUT €ro
JIydIie BCsIKoii cobaku. Eciiu, HanpuMep, BIIOJI3€T 3Mes...

Ho Texnuua math U AymMaTh He XOTeja O TaKUX y’Kacax.
K yrpennemy 3aBTpaky PuKkku Bbexas Ha BepaHIy BEPXOM Ha
Tepnurom miede. Emy manm 6anan u Kycouek sitia. OH mepe-
ObIBaJI Ha KOJIEHSIX Y BCEX, TOTOMY YTO XOPOIIUN MaHTYCT HI-
KOT/Ia He TepsieT HaJlekK bl CAETaThCS JOMAITHUM MaHTYCTOM.
Kasaplii 3 HUX ¢ I€TCTBA MEYTAET O TOM, YTO OH OY/ET KUTh
B 4eJIOBEYbEM JIOMe 1 Oerath 13 KOMHATBI B KOMHATY.

ITocne 3aBrpaka Pukku-Tukku BbIOEKAT B Ccaj— MOTJISI-
JIeTh, HET JIU TaM 4ero 3amedareabHoro. Caj ObL1 OOJIBIION,
JIMIITb HATIOJIOBUHY pacyuIlieHHbIi. PO3bl pociin B HeM OIpPOM-
Hble — KQKJbIil KyCT, Kak Oeceqka, —u OaMOYKOBBIE POIIH,
U aTieJIbCUHOBBIE IEPEBbBSI, ¥ INMOHHbIE, U TYCThIE 3aPOCJIN BbI-
cokoii TpaBbl. Pukku-TUKKHN gaxe 00JIU3HYJIC.

11



