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nce upon a time two poor Woodcutters were making

their way home through a great pine-forest. It was winter, and
a night of bitter cold. The snow lay thick upon the ground, and
upon the branches of the trees: the frost kept snapping the lit-
tle twigs on either side of them, as they passed: and when they
came to the Mountain-Torrent she was hanging motionless in
air, for the Ice-King had kissed her.

So cold was it that even the animals and the birds did not
know what to make of it.

‘Ugh!” snarled the Wolf, as he limped through the brush-
wood with his tail between his legs, ‘this is perfectly monstrous
weather. Why doesn’t the Government look to it?’

‘Weet! weet! weet!” twittered the green Linnets, ‘the old
Earth is dead and they have laid her out in her white shroud.’
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MAJTbUMK-3BE3JIA 98

ak-To pas aBoe 6eaHbIX JIecopyboB BO3Bpalaanch 10-
MO, TIpOOMBAsICh Yepe3 IyCTON COCHOBBIN 60p. bblia 3suMHsIs
HOYb, CTOSLJI JIIOTBI MOPO3. V1 Ha 3eMiie 1 Ha JiepeBbAX JiesKal
TOJICTBIN cHEKHBIN TOKpoB. Korma JlecopyOsr mpoaupasmch
CKBO3b Yallly, MaJleHbKHe 00JIeIeHEBINE BETOUKM 00TaMbIBa-
JIUCh OT UX JBVIKEHUH, a KOTJ[a OHY MPUOIN3UINCh K [opHOMY
Bomonany, To yBUI€eIM, 4TO OH HETIOIBUKHO 3ACTHIT B BO3/IyXe,
MOTOMY 4UTO ero rnoiiesioBasia KopoJsiesa Jlbza.

Mopo3 OBLT Tak JIIOT, YTO Jlake 3BEPU U TITUIIBI COBCEM Pac-
TEPSLINCH OT HEOKUJAAHHOCTH.

— Yb! — npoBopuas Bosik, mpbitasg Mexay KycTamu, MOj-
’KaB xBocT. — Kakag uynosuniinas noroza. He monnmario, kyna
CMOTPUT TIPABUTEIHCTBO.

— Dpio! Obio! Obio — pocBUPUCTEN 3eieHbie KoHOTLISTH-

ku. — Crapynika-3emJist yMepJia, i ee ojieJiu B GeJTblii caBaH.
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“The Earth is going to be married, and this
is her bridal dress,” whispered the Turtle-doves
to each other. Their little pink feet were quite
frost-bitten, but they felt that it was their duty
to take a romantic view of the situation.

‘Nonsense!” growled the Wolf. ‘I tell you
that it is all the fault of the Government, and
if you don’t believe me I shall eat you.” The
Wolf had a thoroughly practical mind, and
was never at a loss for a good argument.

‘Well, for my own part,” said the Wood-
pecker, who was a born philosopher, ‘I don’t
care an atomic theory for explanations. If a
thing is so, it is so, and at present it is terribly
cold.’ A
Terribly cold it certainly was. The littlei*g%
Squirrels, who lived inside the-tall fir-tree, \

kept rubbing each other’s noses to keep.them- b
 §
\

selves warm, and the Rabbits curled them- 'i-hi’

selves up in their holes, and did not venture

even to look out of doors. The only people v&k\ |

who seemed to enjoy it were the great horned % N %

Owls. Their feathers were quite stiff with rime, w
but they did not mind, and they rolled their B ‘ﬁ&
large yellow eyes, and called out to each other % \ 2

across the forest, ‘Tu-whit! Tu-whoo! Tu-whit!

Tu-whoo! what delightful weather we are

having!’
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Haps/, — Mpoiientanun Apyr apyry l[opanHku. I/I&%‘C\*Mi-
JIeHbKHe PO30BbIe HOKKU COBEPIIEHHO OKOUEHEJI OT X0 B -
JI0/1a, HO OHUM CYUTAJIM CBOUM JIOJITOM TIPUIEPKUBATHCS
POMaHTHUYECKOTO B3TJIs1/Ia HA BEIIN.

— Bsnop! — npoBopuan BoJik. — [oBopio Bam, 4TO BO
BCEM BMHOBATO [IPaBUTEJIbCTBO, a €CJIU Bbl MHE HE BEePU-
Te, 51 BaC cheM. — BoJsik 0bs1aian oueHb Tpe3BbIM B3TJIs-
JIOM Ha BeIlld M B CIIOPe HUKOT/A He Jie3 32 CJI0BOM B
KapMaH.

— Hy, uto kacaetrcst MmeHs1, — cka3aJ /ldaTesr, KOTOpbIi
OBLT TIPUPOKAEHHBIM (hUIocodoM, — s He HYKIAIOCh B

(buBMYeCKUX 3aKOHAX I 0ObsICHEeHUN siBjieHmit. Ecim

Belllb TAKOBA caMa 110 cebe, To oHa cama 110 cebe TaKkoBa, a
celyac aJICKU XOJIOIHO.
XoJsion B camoM zesie Obun anckuit. Manenokue Be-

© %, JIOYKHM, JKMBIIKE B JIyIle BLICOKON €M, BCE BpeMsl Tep-

jIPI APYT APYry HOCBHI, 4TOOBI XOTh HEMHOI'O COTPETHCA, a
KpOJII/IKI/I CbEXNJINCb B KOMOYEK B CBOMX HOPKaX M HE

CMeJIN BBITJITHYTh Hapy:Ky. I TOIBKO OOJIbIIINE poraThie

CoBBI — OJTHU CPeN BCEX JKUBBIX CYIECTB — OBLIH, IO-
BUIMMOMY, JOBOJBHBL. VIX mepbst Tak oOJie[eHeNn, 9To
CTaJIN COBEPIIEHHO TBEP/IBIMU, HO 3TO HUCKOJIBKO He Tpe-
BOkuJI0 COB; OHM TapallUJIM CBOU OIPOMHBIE JKeJIThIe
rJj1a3a U IepekJINKaJnuCh IPYT ¢ IPYTOM yepes Bech Jiec:

— Y-yy! V-yy! ¥-yy! ¥V-yy! Kakas HbiHue BOCXUTH-

TeJbHada morojal



On and on went the two Woodcut?éis, blowing lustily

= «
upon their fingers, and stamping with their huge iron-shod =~ .
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boots upon the caked snow. Once they sank into a deeﬁ’f \u
drift, and came out as white as millers are, when the stones

are grinding; and once they slipped on the hard smoothf'""’"
ice where the marsh-water was frozen, and their faggots
fell out of their bundles, and they had to pick them up and e
bind them together again; and once they thought that they
had lost their way, and a great terror seized on them, for
they knew that the Snow is cruel to those who sleep in her

arms. But they put their trust in the good Saint Martin,
who watches over all travellers, and retraced their steps,
and went warily, and at last they reached the outskirts of !
the forest, and saw, far down in the valley beneath them,
the lights of the village in which they dwelt.

So overjoyed were they at their deliverance that they
laughed aloud, and the Earth seemed to them like a flower
of silver, and the Moon like a flower of gold.

Yet, after that they had laughed they became sad, for
they remembered their poverty, and one of them said to
the other:

‘Why did we make merry, seeing that life is for the rich,
and not for such as we are? Better that we had died of cold

in the forest, or that some wild beast had fallen upon us

and slain us.



A nBoe Jlecopy0oB Bce 1IN U LT Yepe3 60p, 05KeCTOUEHHO
yﬂ Ha 3aMep3IIIHe TMAIBIbI i TONAs 110 00JIe/ICHEBIIIEMY CHe-
,;,f ~§ ry “MKEIBIMU, TOAGUTHIMI Kele30M canoramu. OuH pas OHu

- | TIpOBAIINCH B TJTyOOKUIl, 3aHECEHHBINI CHETOM OBpar U BBI-

é”% 4 JIe3JIi OTTyzia OeJible, KaK MYKOMOJIbI, KOT/Ia T€ CTOST y KPY-
%

=

_ TAMKXCA KEPHOBOB; a B I[perfI pa3 OHU IMOCKOJIb3HYJMCb Ha

' TBEp/IOM TJIA/IKOM JIb/Ly 3aMep3IIero 6oJ0Ta, NX BSI3AHKU XBO-
POCTa pacChIalnCh, U MPUILIOCH UM COOMPATh UX U 3aHOBO
YBSA3BIBATE; A €Ie KaK-TO UM MOYY/UJIOCh, YTO OHMU 30Ty -
JIUCH, ¥ HA HUX HANAJ BEJIUKUil cTpax, nbo M ObLIO U3BECT-

HO, 4TO CHexHag L[eBa 6ecn0ma1[Ha K T€éM, KTO 3aCblIIa€T B €€

00bsiTusX. HO OHE BO3/IOKMIN CBOM HAEK/bI HA 3aCTYITHH-

gecTBO CBsiToro MapTuHa, KOTOPBIN OJIarOmpUsITCTBYET BCEM

Iy TeleCTBEHHUKAM, U BEPHYJNCh HEMHOTO 0OPATHO MO CBO-

UM CcJIe[laM, a JaJIbIie T ¢ GOJbIIEeN OCMOTPUTENBHOCTHIO 1

B KOHIIe KOHI[OB BBIILJIN HA OMYIIKY W YBUIEIU JAJI€KO BHU3Y
%.,B JloJiHe OTHY CBOETO CeJIEHNsI.
~ Onu ouenb 06paL0BAIUCh, YTO BLIGPATICH HAKOHEI 13 JIeca,
1 TPOMKO PACcCMesLINCh, a JIoJInHa ToKa3aIach UM cepeOPSTHBIM
1BETKOM, 1 JIyHa Ha/l Hell — IIBETKOM 30JI0TBIM.

Ho, mocMmesiBIMCch, OHU CHOBA CTaJN TEYaJdbHBI, TTOTOMY
4TO BCIIOMHUJIU TIPO CBOIO GEIHOCTD, U OJMH U3 HUX CKazall
APYTOMY:

— C dero aTo MBI Tak pasBecenuyauch? Beab :KU3Hb XOPO-
12 TOJIBKO I OOTaThIX, a He JJI TaKuX, KaK MbI C TOOOIL.
Jlyudie 66 HaM 3aMep3HYTh B OOPY MJIM CTaTh AOOBIYEH TH-

KUX 3Bepel.




“Truly,” answered his companion, ‘much is given to some, and
little is given to others. Injustice has parcelled out the world,
nor is there equal division of aught save of sorrow.’

But as they were bewailing their misery to each other this
strange thing happened. There fell from heaven a very bright
and beautiful star. It slipped down the side of the sky, passing
by the other stars in its course, and, as they watched it wonder-
ing, it seemed to them to sink behind a clump of willow-trees
that stood hard by a little sheepfold no more than a stone’s-
throw away.

‘Why! there is a crook of gold for whoever finds it,” they
cried, and they set to and ran, so eager were they for the gold.

And one of them ran faster than his mate, and outstripped
him, and forced his way through the willows, and came out
on the other side, and lo! there was indeed a thing of gold ly-
ing on the white snow. So he hastened towards it, and stoop-
ing down placed his hands upon it, and it was a cloak of gold-
en tissue, curiously wrought with stars, and wrapped in many
folds. And he cried out to his comrade that he had found the
treasure that had fallen from the sky, and when his comrade

had come up, they sat them down in the snow, and loosened
the folds of the cloak that they might divide the pieces of gold.




— To1 mpaB, — oTBevas ero ToBapuill. — OAHUM TaHO OYEHb
MHOTO, a IPyTUM — COBceM MaJio. B Mupe maput HectipaBeim-
BOCTb, ¥ OJ1araMu OHa OJlapsieT JIMIIb HEMHOTHX, a BOT TOPe OT-
MepsieT Ie/IPOil PYKOIA.

Ho noka oHu ceToBasu Tak Ha CBOIO TOPHKYIO /IOJIO, TIPO-
M30IIJIO HeUTO yAUBUTETbHOE U cTpaHHoe. [IpekpacHasa u He-
00bIYaiiHO sIpKas 3Be3a ymaja ¢ Heba. OHa MOKaTHIACh 110
HeOOCBOLY MEXKY IPYTUX 3BE€3I, U, Kor/ia u3ymieHubie Jleco-
PyOBI TPOBOIAJIN €€ B3TJISIOM, UM TTOKa3aJI0Ch, UYTO OHA yI1aja
3a CTapbIMU BETJIaMU BO3Jie HeOOJIBINOW OBYAPHU, HETIOAAIEKY
OT TOTO MECTa, T/Ie OHU CTOSLIIH.

— Caymaii! /la Besib 9TO ke KyCOK 30JI0Ta, HAZIO €r0 Pa3bl-
cKaTh! — pa3oM 3akpuyasn 0ba U TYT JKe MPUITYCTUINCH Oe-
JKaTh — TaKas jKak/a 30J10Ta UX 00ysiia.

Ho oxuu 13 Hux 6exain ObICTpee IPyroro, meperHai CBOero
TOBapHUIIA, TPOOPAJICS MEKITY BETJIAM... U Y4TO K€ OH YBUIEJ?
Ha Gestom cHery u BIIpaBiIy JIeKaJo 4TO-TO CBEPKAIOIIEe, KaK
3os10T0. Jlecopyb mombeska, HaKJIOHUIICS, TIOAHST 9TOT MPe-
MET C 3eMJIM M YBUEJ, 9TO OH JIEPXKUT B pyKax ILJIall U3 30-
JIOTOW TKaHU, TPUYYJIUBO PACIIUTHIN 3Be3/[aMU 1 HUCTIAAl0-
H[UAH TBIITHBIMU CKJIa/IKaMu. VI OH KpUKHYJI CBOeMY TOBapUIILY,
4TO HalllesI COKPOBUIILE, YITaBIiee ¢ Heba, ¥ TOT TOCIENTIT K He-

MY, 1 OHHU OITYCTUJINCDb Ha CHET 1 paCIIpaBUJIN CKJIAJIKU I1JIalllq,

4TOOBI IOCTATh OTTY/A 30JI0TO ¥ PA3JeJIUTh €ro MeX1y COOOIL.




But, alas! no gold was in it, nor silver, nor, indeed, treasure of

any kind, but only a little child who was asleep.

And one of them said to the other:

“This is a bitter ending to our hope, nor have we any good
fortune, for what does a child profit to a man? Let us leave it
here, and go our way, seeing that we are poor men, and have
children of our own whose bread we may not give to another.’

But his companion answered him:

‘Nay, but it were an evil thing to leave the child to perish
here in the snow, and though I am as poor as you are, and have
many mouths to feed, and but little in the pot, yet will I bring
it home with me, and my wife shall have care of it.’

So very tenderly he took up the child, and wrapped the cloak
around it to shield it from the harsh cold, and made his way
down the hill to the village, his comrade marvelling much at
his foolishness and softness of heart.

And when they came to the village, his comrade said to him:

“You have the child, therefore give me the cloak, for it is meet
that we should share.’
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Ho yebi! B criajkax miama oHu He 00HApY/KUIM HU 30J10Ta,
HU cepebpa, HU APYTHX COKPOBHUIIL, & YBUIETH TOJNBKO CIISIIEe
TSI

U opun Jlecopyb ckasaj Apyromy:

— Bce nHamm Hagexabl MMOILINM IPAXOM, HET HaM € TOOOM
ymaun! Hy kakast mosb3a gesoBeky ot pebenka? [laBail ocra-
BUM €TO0 371€Ch U MONIEM CBOUM ITyTEM, BEJIb MBI JIIOI GETHBIE,
y HaC U CBOWX JieTell XBaTaeT, U Mbl He MOKeM OTHUMATh Y HUX
xJ1€0, 9TOOBI OT/IaBaTh €0 JAPYTHM.

Ho npyroii Jlecopyb oTBeTHI Tax:

— Her, Hesib3s cOBepIIUTH TaKoe 3JI0€ /1eJI0 — OCTaBUTb TO
JIATST 3aMeP3aTh TYT Ha CHETY, 1, XOTh s He boraue Tebst Uy Me-
Hs elie OOJTbINE PTOB TPOCAT XJ1e0a, a B TOPIIKaxX TOKE He Ty-
CTO, BCE PABHO ST OTHECY ITOTO pebeHKa K cebe TOMOit, U MOst
’KeHa 103a00TUTCST O HEM.

1 oH 0CTOPOKHO TIOAHST pebeHKa, 3aBepHYJI €ro B TLIAII,
9TOOBI 3alIUTUTD OT JKTYYET0 MOPO3a, U 3allaraj BHU3 € X0JIMa
K CBOEMY CEJIEHUIO, a eT0 TOBAPHII] OYeHD TOUBUIICS TIPO ceOst
TaKOW €To IJIYMOCTH U MATKOCEP/EYUIO.

A Koryia OHM TIPUIIJIK B CBOE CeJIEHUE, €r0 TOBAPUIIL CKa3aJl
emMy:

— To1 B3s171 cebe pebeHKa, Tak OTall MHe TIJIAIll, ThI JKe JT0JI-

JKEeH TOJIeJINThCI CO MHOU HAXOIKOU.
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But he answered him:

‘Nay, for the cloak is neither mine nor yours, but the
child’s only,” and he bade him Godspeed, and went to his
own house and knocked.

And when his wife opened the door and saw that her
husband had returned safe to her, she put her arms round
his neck and kissed him, and took from his back the bundle
of faggots, and brushed the snow oft his boots, and bade
him come in.

But he said to her:

‘I have found something in the forest, and I have |
brought it to you to have care of it, and he stirred not
from the threshold. |

‘What is it?’ she cried. ‘Show it to me, for the house is
bare, and we have need of many things.” And he drew the
cloak back, and showed her the sleeping child.

‘Alack, goodman!’ she murmured, ‘have we not chil-
dren of our own, that you must bring a changeling to sit
by the hearth? And who knows if it will not bring us bad
fortune? And how shall we tend it?’ And she was wroth
against him.

‘Nay, but it is a Star-Child,” he answered; and he told
her the strange manner of the finding of it.

But she would not be appeased, but mocked at him, and
spoke angrily, and cried:



Ho ToT orBeuas emy:

— Her, He oTtgam, TOTOMY YTO 3TOT ILJIAI] HE TBOU U
HEe MO, a MPUHAJIEKUT TOJBKO pebeHKY, — M, MMOsKe-
JIaB eMy 100pPOT0 3/I0POBbs, TIOIOTIEN K CBOEMY JIOMY U
MIOCTYyYaJl B IBEPb.

Korza skena oTBOpuJia Bepb U yBUjIENa, UYTO 9TO ee
MY>KEHEK BO3BPATUJICS IOMOU 11€JIbIM U HeBPEIUMBbIii,
oHa 00BHJIa PyKaMU €T0 IIef0, 1 MOIleJI0BaJIa eTo, 1 CHsI-
JIa C €T0 CIIMHBI BA3aHKY XBOPOCTA, U OTPAXHYJIA CHET C
' ero carior, 1 IIpurjacusia ero BOUTH B I0OM.

Ho Jlecopy6 ckasai xeHe:
L« — S Hames Koe-9To B Jiecy u nmpuHec Tebe, 4TOObI ThI
1103a60THIIACH O HEM, — ¥ OH HE [ePeCTYIIII TI0POra.

— Yrto Xe 9TO Takoe? — BOCKIMKHYJIA keHa. — [lo-
_ Ka)KM CKOpee, Be/lb y Hac B IOMY I1IyCTO, U Mbl OY€Hb BO
B MHOTOM HYy’KIaeMcs.

W torma oH pacmaxmyJI IJall 1 MOKasaJl eyl crisiee
JIATSL. : i ‘

— VBbi MHe! — FOPECTHO MPOLIEITaNa KeHa, — Pas-
Be Y HAC HET COOCTBEHHBIX I[GTGI%THTO aTo Tebe, X0351-
1H, TOHA00MIOCH CakaTh K HAIIEMY OYary MOIKUIbI-
ma? A Moxet, OH HpHHecéT HaM HecyacTbe? U KTo ero
3HaeT, KaK HaJl0 32 HUM yXakuBaTb? — 1 oHa oueHb
. paccepauiach Ha My»Ka. '

— /la TI mocatymaii, Beib 9To [luTsa-3Be3/1a, — OTBe-
aJl My>K U pacckasaJ jKeHe BCIO yIMBUTEJbHYIO UCTO-
YUIO O TOM, KaK OH Halllesl 9TOTo pebeHKa.

Ho 1o ee ne YCIIOKOUJIO, 1 OHA Ha4aJla HACMEXATbCA

e

- Ha/l HUM 1 ODAHUTbH €r0 ¥ 3aKpuyaia: .

e £ o ' B DLl
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