


Yactb nEPBAS

Ba TOCIMOAMHA CHUIEIM B HEOpeXXHO YOpaHHON KBapTUpe
I[B IletepOypre, Ha onHOU U3 OoNbIIUX yaull. OgHOMY OBLIO
OKOJIO TPUALATH IISITH, a APYTOMY OKOJIO COPOKA IISITH JIET.

IlepBoiit 0611 bopuc IlaBnoBuu Patickuii, BTOpoii — WBaH
WBaHOBUY ASTHOB.

VY bopuca IlaBnoBuya Obla >KMBasi, Ype3BbIYAMHO MOIBUXK-
Hasg ¢dusnoHomusi. C MepBOro B3IJIsANa OH Ka3ajlcs MOJIOXE
CBOUX JIET: OOJbIIOK Oenblii 10O OJMCTan CBEXECTblo, Iiasa
MEHSUIMCh, TO 3aropajiiChb MBICIMIO, YYBCTBOM, BECEJIOCTHIO,
TO 3aIyMBIBAJINCh MEUYTATEJIbHO, M TOTAA Ka3aJCh MOJIOIBIMHU,
ITOYTH IOHOIIEeCKMMU. MHOTIa XXe CMOTpelI OHU 3pejio, YCTalo,
CKYYHO 1 00JIMYajd BO3pacT CBOEro xo3ssnHa. OKoJIo rja3 codu-
paluCh JaXke TPU JICTKHE MOPIIMHBI, 3TH HEU3IaAUMble 3HAKU
BpeMeHU U ombiTa. [J1agkue 4epHbIe BOJIOCHI Magajd Ha 3aThbl-
JIOK M Ha YIIIM, a B BUCKaX CepeOpUIIOCh HECKOJIbKO OeIbIX BO-
soc. Illekun, Tak Xe KakK 1 JIOO, OKOJIO TJ1a3 M pPTa COXPAaHUIIU eIIle
MoOJIOfbIE 1IB€Ta, HO Y BUCKOB U OKOJIO MOAOOPOAKA IIBET ObLT U3-
KEJITa-CMYTJIOBaThIN.

Boo0i1ie 1erko MoXKHO ObLUIO YyrafaaTh I10 JIMIY Ty IOPY KU3HHU,
KOTJa COBepUIMIach yxke 00pb0a MOJIOIOCTU CO 3PEIOCThIO, KOTIa
YeJI0BEeK IIepelresl Ha BTOPYIO IOJOBUHY KM3HU, KOTHa KaKIbIiA
MPOXUTOM OIBIT, YyBCTBO, 00JIE3Hb OCTABJISIOT ciied. TOJIbKO pOT
€ro COXpaHsJI, B HEYJIOBUMOIT UTpe TOHKUX Ty 1 B YIIBIOKE, MOJIO-
Ioe, CBexXee, MHOTIA ITOYTH IeTCKOE BRIpaXKeHHE.
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Paiickuii omer ObU1 B JOMalllHee CEPEHBKOE IaJlbTO, CUAET
C HOraMHU Ha TMBaHe.

MBan MBaHOBUY ObLI, HAalIpoOTUB, B uyepHOM (ppaxe. bemnbie
MepyaTKy U NUISMA JIeXaad OKOJIO HEro Ha cToJyie. Y HEero JIMIO
OTJINYAJIOCh CIIOKOWCTBUEM WJIM CKOpPee PaBHOMYIIHBIM OXHUAa-
HHEM KO BCEMY, YTO MOXKET OKOJIO HETO ITPOUCXOIUTD.

CMBINIUTEHBINA B3TJIAI, HETJYIIBIe TyOBI, CMYTJIO-KEITOBATHIA
LBET JIMLIa, KPAaCUBO MOACTPUXKEHHBIC, C CUJILHOU MPOCEIblo, BO-
JIOCHI Ha TroJIOBe M OaKeHOapmax, yMEepeHHbIe NBUKEHUS, CIep-
JKaHHAs pedb ¥ Oe3yKOPU3HEHHBIM KOCTIOM — BOT €T0 HaPYKHBIN
MOpTpeT.

Ha nuiie ero MoxHO OBLIO MPOYECTh MOKOMHYIO YBEPEHHOCTh
B ceOe 1 MOHUMAHUE IPYTMX, BbINISAbIBaBLIME U3 Ta3. «[loxun
YeJI0BEK, 3HACT KU3Hb U JIIOei», — CKaXeT 0 HeM HaOJIromaTeb,
U €CJIU HE OTHECET ero K pa3psiily OCOOEHHBIX, BHICIIMX HATyp, TO
elle MeHee K pa3psiay HaTyp HauBHBIX.

DTO OBIT TPEeACTaBUTEIb OOJBIIMHCTBA YPOXEHIIEB YHUBEP-
canbHoro IlerepOypra u BMecTe TO, YTO Ha3bIBalOT CBETCKUM 4Ye-
noBekoM. OH mpuHaaiexan IleTepOypry U cBeTy, U €ro TPYIHO
ObUI0 ObI MPEACTaBUTD cede rae-HUubyIb B APYTOM ropoie, Kpome
ITetepOypra, u B Apyroit cepe, KpoMe CBeTa, TO €CTh U3BECTHO-
IO BBICIIIETO CJI0S1 MEeTepOypPrcKOro HaceJaeHMsl, XOTS y HEro ecThb
U CIyk0a, U CBOMU JeJia, HO €ro Yallle BCero BCTpevyaellb B 0OJIb-
el YacTH TOCTUHBIX, YTPOM — C BHU3WTaMM, Ha obemax, Ha Be-
yepax: Ha MocJeHUX Bceraa 3a kapTamu. OH — Tak cebe: HU Xa-
pakTep, HU OecxapaKTepHOCTb, HM 3HaHWE, HU HEBEXECTBO, HU
yOexxmeHue, HA CKeTITUIIN3M.

HesnaHue vunu oTcyTcTBUE yoexkaeHus: 00Jie4eHO y Hero B (hop-
My KaKOIo-TO JIETKOTO, MTOBEPXHOCTHOIO BCEOTPULIAHUST: OH OTHO-
CHJICSI KO BCEMY HEOPeXKHO, HM TIepe]l YeM UCKPEHHO He CKIIOHSISICH,
HIUYeMY [JTyOOKO He BepsI M HU K YeMy OCOOCHHO He IIPHUCTPAIIasiCh.
HemHoro HacMenuIMB, CKENTHYEH, paBHOAYIIIEH M POBEH B CHOIIIC-
HUSX CO BCEMH, HE Japsl HUKOIO ITOCTOSTHHOM U TJTyOOKOM ApyK-
0011, HO U He Mpecieayss HUKOTO HAaCTOMYMBOI BpaKIOM.

OH ponmwics, y4wicsi, BIpOoC U JoXwia a0 ctapoctu B Ile-
TepOypre, He Bble3xkas gajiee Jlaxrel 1 OpaHueHOayma ¢ OIHOMA,
Tokcosa n Cpenneit Poratku ¢ npyroii cTopoHsl. OT 3TOT0 B HEM
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OTpaXkaJluCh, KaK COJIHIIE B Karule, BECh MeTepOyprcKuii Mup, BCst
neTepoOyprckasi MpakKTUYHOCTb, HpaBbl, TOH, MPUPOAA, CIyKba —
9Ta BTOpas neTepOyprckast mpupona, 1 6ojree HIIETo.

Ha Bcskyto Apyryto XXu3Hb y HETO He OBUIO HMKAKOTO B3IJISIA,
HUKaKUX MOHSTUI, KPOME TeX, KaKue JaloT CBOM U MHOCTpaHHbIE
razethl. [leTepOyprckue cTpacTu, rneTepOyprcKuit B3rjsij, mnerep-
Oyprckuii TonoBoil 0OUXOI MOPOKOB U AOOpOAETENEN, MBICIEH,
IIeJ1, TTIOJTUTUKU U JAaXe, MOoXalyi, To33unu — BOT TIe Bpallajach
XU3Hb €ro, U OH HEe MOPBIBAJICS M3 3TOr0 Kpyra, Haxodsl B HEM
IIOJTHOE IO POCKOIIIM YIOBIETBOPEHNE CBOSH HaType.

OH paBHOIYIITHO CMOTPEJI COPOK JIET CPsIy, KaK € KaXI0il Bec-
HOM OTILIBIBAJIM 32 TPaHUIly OUTKOM HaOMThIe MapOXObl, ye3Xaau
BHYTph Poccumn mmmmkaHCHI, BIIOCICICTBUM BaroHbI, — KakK JIBH-
TaJTACh TOJIIBI JIIOACH «C HAMBHBIM HACTPOCHUEM» IbIIIATh APYTUM
BO3IYXOM, OCBEXKaThCsl, UCKaTh BIIEYATIICHUI M pa3BIeUeHUI.

Huxorma He 4YyBCTBOBaJl OH MOJOOHOM IOTPEOHOCTH, Ja
U B IPYTUX HE IPU3HABAJI €€, a IJISIE Ha HUX, HA 3TUX APYTUX, MO-
KOIHO, PaBHOMYIITHO, C BEChbMa MPWJINIHBIM BBIDAKEHUEM B JIMIIC
U B3MISIAOM, TOBOpUBIIUM: «I1yCThb-1e X cebe, a 51 He Moeay».

OH TOBOPHUJI IIPOCTO, CBOOOTHO TIEPeXOds OT IIpeaMeTa
K MpenMeTy, BCeraa 3Haja 000 BCeM, YTO NIeJIaeTCsl B MUPE, B CBE-
Te U B Topojie; Cleausl 3a MOAPOOHOCTSIMU BOMHBI, €Ciu ObLIa
BOWHA, y3HaBaJl PAaBHOAYUIHO O TIEPEMEHE AHTJIMMUCKOrOo WIIU
¢ paHIIy3cKOro MUHUCTEPCTBA, YUTAN IMOCJIECIHIO pedYb B ITap-
JJaMeHTe 1 BO (ppaHIly3CKOIl IajiaTe NemyTaToB, BCerma 3Hail
0 HOBOI1 IHece U 0 TOM, KOro 3ape3ajii Houblo Ha BeIOoprckoit
CcTOpoHe. 3HaJl TeHEeaJIOTUIO, COCTOSTHUE IeI M UMEHUN M CKaH-
MAJIE3HYI0 XPOHUKY KaXIOoro OOJbIIOrO AOMa CTOJWIIBI, 3HaI
BCSIKYIO MUHYTY, 4TO JeJaeTCs B aiMUHUCTpALMU, O TIepeMeHaXx,
MMOBBLIIIIEHUSIX, HAarpagax, — 3HaJl M CIUIETHU TOPOICKUE: CIIO-
BOM, 3HaJI XOPOIIIO CBOM MUP.

VYTpo yxoausao y Hero Ha MbIKaHbe 1O CBETY, TO €CTh IO TOCTU-
HBIM, OTYACTU Ha Aejia U CAyXk0y, — Beuep HepenKo OH HauMHa
CIIEKTaKJIeM, a KOHYAJI Bcerma KapTaMy B AHTJIMCKOM KITyOe MTr
y 3HAKOMBIX, a 3HAKOMBI €My OBLTH BCE.

B xapThl urpaj oH 6e3 OIIMOKY ¥ UMeJT penyTaluio MPUITHO-
TO UTPOKa, MOTOMY YTO ObUI CHUCXOAUTENIEH K OIIMOKAM JPYIUX,
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HUKOTJA He CEPAMJICS, a IISIIEN Ha OIIMOKY C TAKMM K& TPUINIM -
€M, KaK Ha OTJIMYHBIN Xon. [ToToM OH urpan u no O00JbIION, U MO
MaJICHbKO, U ¢ KPYITHBIMU UTPOKAMU, M C KAIIPU3HBIMU JaMaMMU.

CtpoeBylo CiIyXk0y OH MpOILIE XOpOIIO, MPOTEePINU JISIMKY
OKOJIO MSITHAILIATU JIET B KAHUEISIPUSX, B JOJDKHOCTSIX UCITOTHU-
TeJIST 4y>KuX MpoekToB. OH TOHKO yraablBajl MbICIb HAYaJbHUKA,
pa3mesisul ero B3IJISIO Ha IeI0 1 JIOBKO M3J1arajl Ha Oymare pa3HbIe
MPOEKTHI. MeHsIICS HayaJIbHUK, a C HUM U B3IJISIA, Y TIPOEKT: Asl-
HOB pa0oTaJI TaK e YMHO M JIOBKO 1 C HOBBIM HayaJIbHUKOM, Hall
HOBBIM IIPOEKTOM — M MOKJIAMHBIC 3aIIMCKH €r0 HPaBIINCH BCEM
MUWHUCTpPaM, IIPY KOTOPBIX OH CITYKIIT.

Ternepb OH COCTOSUT TIPU OAHOM M3 HUX IO OCOOBIM MOpy4e-
ausiM. [lo yrpam sBJsics K HEeMy B KAaOMHET, ITIOTOM K KEHE ero
B TOCTUHYIO U JCHCTBUTEIHHO WCIIONHS HEKOTOPBIC e¢ Iopyde-
HMSI, a 10 BeuepaM B IOJIOXKEHHbIE THU HEMPEMEHHO COCTaBJISUT
MapTUIO, ¢ KeM IIOMPOCST. ¥ HEero ObLI JOBOJBHO KPYIHBIM YMH
¥ OKJIaJ — ¥ HUKAKOTO IieJIa.

Ecnu mo3BosieHO MpOHMKaTh B UYXylO IyIly, To B ayiie MBaHa
MBaHOBMYa He OBLIO HUKAKOTO MpakKa, HUKaKWX TailH, HUYEro 3a-
ragoYHOTIO BIEpPEIN, M CaMM MaKOCTOBCKHME BEIbMBbI 3aTPYIHIINCH
Obl OOOJILCTUTH €ro KAKUM-HUOYIb Oojiee OnecTAIIMM Xpeouem
WJIM OTHSTb Y HETO TOT, K KOTOPOMY OH ILIECTBOBAJI TaK CO3HATEIbHO
1 TOCTOIHO. ITOBBICUTECS 3 CTATCKUX B ICUCTBUTENIbHBIC CTATCKUE,
a TI0II KOHeIl, 3a JOJITOBPEMEHHYIO 1 TTOJIC3HYIO CITYXKOY 1 «HEYCHITI-
HBIE TPYIbI», KaK IO CITyk0e, TaK U B KapTax, — B TAliHbIE COBETHU-
KU, ¥ OPOCUTDH SIKOPb B TIOPTE, B KaKOM-HUOYIb HETJICHHON KOMUC-
CHM WIX B KOMHUTETE, C COXpaHEHNEM OKJIAIOB, — a TaM, BOJHYICS
cebe yesIoBeYeCcKrii OKeaH, MEHSIICS BeK, JIETU B My4MHY Cyab0a Ha-
POIOB, LIAPCTB, — BCE MPOJIETUT MUMO €r0, TTOKa aroIIeKCUIeCKHU
I IPYTOU yiap HE OCTAHOBUT TE€UYEHUE €TI0 XKU3HU.

ASTHOB OBIT X€HAT, OBIOBENI M MMeJI ABSHAIIATH JIET J0Yb, BOC-
IMATHIBABIIYIOCS HA Ka3eHHBIN CYET B MHCTUTYTE, a OH, YCTPOWB CBOU
JIEJIILKM, BeJl IOKOMHYIO U 6€33a00THYIO XK13Hb CTAPOro XOJIO0CTSIKA.

OmHO TOJBKO HAPYIIAJIO €T0 CITOKONCTBHE — 3TO TEMOPPOI OT
CHUISYEl XXU3HU; B TIEPCIIEKTUBE TIPEACTABISIIOCH IJISI HETO Tpe-
BOXXHOE COOBITME — IpepBaTh Ha BpeMs 3Ty >KU3Hb U MOOLIBAThH
rae-HuOyab Ha Bogax. Tak Tpo3wII eMy TOKTOp.
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— He mopa i oneBaThCs: YeTBEPTH MSATOTr0! — CcKa3aix ASTHOB.

— Jla, mopa, — oTBevan Paiickuii, OUHYBIIUCH OT 3aIyMYMBOCTHU.

— O uyeM THI 3anymMacs? — Crpocua ASHOB.

— O xom? — momnpaBu Paiickmii. — Jla o Heit Bce... 0 Codne...

— Ormare! Hy! — 3ametnn ASHOB.

Paiickuii cTtan omeBaTbCs.

— Tol He ckyuvaelib, 4TO s TeOsI Tyda Tackar? — CIPOCHUI
Paiickuii.

— Hwumano: He Bce paBHO UTpaTh, YTO TaM, 4uTo y MBneBbIX?
OHo, mpaBma, COBECTHO HEMHOTO OOBITPHIBATh cTapyx: AHHa Ba-
CHIIBeBHA OBET KapThl CBOETO IMapTHepa cocierna, a Hamexxma Ba-
CHJIB€BHA BCIIyX TOBOPUT, C YeTO TOMICT.

— He Oecmnokoiics, He 00epellb MO ISITU KoIleeK. Y obeunx
cTapyx JI0 IIEeCTUAECATH ThICSY JOXO0a.

— 3Hato, u 310 Bce Codre HukonmaeBHe nocraHercs?

— Eii: ona pogHas ruieMsgHHMIA. [Ja Korga eine mocrtaHercs!
OHU CKYITBI, TICPEXKUBYT €€.

— ¥ orTla Benb, KaxeTcsl, HEMHOTO...

— Her, Bce criycTui.

— Ha kyna oH TpaTut? B KapThl MOYTH HE UTpaET.

— Kak kyma? A xeHumHbI? A 3Ta OerotHs, petits soupers',
BECh 3TOT train?? 3uMoii B IISITh THICSY CEPBM3 MOJAPUJI Ha BeYep
Armance, a OHa eT0-TO 1 3a0blJIa IPUTIIACUTD K VKIHY...

— Ha, na, caeian. 3a yto? Yto oH y Helt Tam aenaert!..

O0a 3acMesIuCh.

— Ot myxa y Codppu HukomaeBHBI, KaxeTcsl, TOKE HEMHOTO
0OCTajIoCh!

— Her, TBICSY ceMb TOXO0Mma; 3TO e¢ KapMaHHBIE JIeHBIU. A TO
Bce oT TeToK. Ho mopa! — ckasan Paiickuit. — MHe xodetcst 10
o6ena eme o HesckoMy mpoiTuChk.

AstHOB M Paiickmii Mol 1o yiauile, KiuBasi, pacKJIaHWBasICh
U MOXKMMasl pyKM HaIlpaBo U HaJeBo.

— Honaro Tl HIHYE Mpocuauiib Y beroBogoBoii?

— Tloka He BBITOHSIT — KaK OOBIKHOBEHHO. A 4TO, CKyYHO?

! MHTUMHBIE YXWHBI (¢p.).
2 06pa3 Xu3HU (¢p.).
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— Her, s nyman, nocnero ju g K UBneBbIM? MHe CKY4YHO He
ObIBaer...

— CuyacTiuBblil yenoBek! — ¢ 3aBUCTHIO cKaszan Paiickumii. —
Ecnu 6 He 66110 Ha cBeTe cKyku! MoxeT v ObITh JitoTee Ouya?

— Monyu, noxanyiictal — ¢ CyeBepHBIM CTPaxOM OCTaHO-
BWI ero ASTHOB, — ellle HaKJIWYeIllb YTO-HUOYIb! A y MEHST OnMH
reMoOppoi 4ero-HuOyab ma cTouT! JIoKTopa TOJBKO W 3HAIOT, YTO
BOH OTCIOJA IIJTIOT: Jajach MM 3Ta CUASYAs XXU3Hb — BCe OCIbl
B Hell BumaT! [la Bo3ayx ele: 4yero jaydiie 3Toro Bo3myxa? — OH
C YIOBOJIBCTBHEM HIOXHYJI BO3myX. — S Terepb BBIOpas ITOHO-
Opee 3CKyJalra: TOT XOUeT JICTOM KUCITBIM MOJIOKOM JICUUTh MEHS:
Yy MEHs Bellb 3aKPBIThIM... Thl 3Haelllb? Tak Thl OT CKYKU XOOUIIb
K CBOEH Ky3uHe?

— Kakoii Bompoc: pazymeetcsi! PazBe Thl He OT CKyKu ca-
JAIIILCST 3a KapThl? Bece OT CKyKM crtacaroTcst, KaK OT YyMBI.

— Kakoe Xe ThI KaJKoe JIEKapCcTBO BBIOpaJl OT CKYKU — Tepe-
JINBATh U3 IIYCTOTO B IIOPOXHEE C XKCHITMHO: KaXXIbIi TeHb OTHO
U TO 3ke!

— A B Kaprax pa3Be He OJHO U TO Xe? A BOT Tbl MpsTUEIILCS
B HUX OT CKYKW...

— Hy, Her, He OTHO M TO Xe: KAKOW-TO aHIIMYAHWH BBIBEI
KOMOWHAIIMIO, YTO OfHA U Ta Xe claya KapT MOXKET MOBTOPUTHCS
JIET B THICSYY TOJBKO... A IIAHCHI? A XapaKTephl UTPOKOB, MaHepa
Kaxnaoro, omuoku!.. He omHoO 1 TO Xe! A BOT ¢ KeHIIIUHO OUTHCS
3uMy U BecHy! CeroaHsi, 3aBTpa... BOT 3TOTr0 51 He MOHUMaIO!

— Tul He MOHMMaeIIb KPacoThI: UTO Xe AeaaTh ¢ 3TumM? Jpy-
TOil He TTOHMMAEeT MY3BIKH, TPETUI XUBOITMCH: 3TO HEPa3BUTOCTh
CBOETO pofa...

— Jla, uMeHHO — cBoero pona. BoH y MeHs B OTIEJIeHUU CITy-
KT TIOMOITHUKOM WMBaH IleTpoBudY: TOT HM OTHONW YMHOBHHUIIE,
HU OIHOI TOPHUYHOM IPOXOMy HE HAeT, TO €CTh KPAaCHBOM, KO-
HeuyHo. BceM roBopur 100e€3HOCTU, TTOAHOCUT KOH(EKThI, OyKe-
TBI: OH Pa3BUT, UTO JU?

— OcTaBUM 3TOT Pa3roBop, — cKas3aja Paiickuii, — a To onaTh
00a Ha CTeHY ITojIe3eM, YyTh He 10 Apaku. f He MOHMMAIO TBOMX
KapT, ¥ Thl BIIpaBe Ha3BaTb MecHSI HeBexmoil. He cyiics ke u Thl
CYOUTh W PSAOUTH O KpacoTe. Bceskmit mo-cBoeMy HacliakmaeT-
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Csl U KapTUHOM, W CTaTryei, U XXMBOM KPAacOTON XEHIIUHBI: TBOU
WBan IleTpoBuu Tak, s ©HauUe, a Thl HUKaK, — HY, U TIpu Tebe!

— ToI urpaemns ¢ KeHIMUTHAMU, KaK S BUXKY, — CKa3ajl ASHOB.

— Hy, urpato, u uto xe? Tsl TOXXe Urpaeilb U OObITPhIBACIIIb
TOYTH BCETaa, a s Bceraa npourpeiBalo... YTto xxe TyT aypHoro?

— Ha, Coprsa HuxkomaeBHa KpacaBuiia, Ja elie doratasi HeBe-
cTa: XeHNCh, U KOHEIl BCEMY.

— Jla — ¥ KOHell BceMy, U Havyajo CKyke! — 3alyMYuBO IO-
Bropun Paiickuii. — A 51 He Xxouy KoH1a! Ycrokoiics, 3a MeHsI Obl
ee 1 He oTnaiu!

— Torma, mo-MoeMy, W XOAUTb He3auyeM. Tbl TPOCTO —
Jon-Kyan!

— Ha, Jon-XKyaH, mycToit 4eIoBeK: TakK, YTO JIU, ITO-BalieMy?

— A Kak Xe: 4TO X OH, IM0-TBoeMy?

— Hy, tak u baiipoH, u I'ete, U Kyya XXMBOIUCLEB, CKYJIbII-
TOPOB — BCE OBLIMU ITyCThIC JIOOMU. ..

— Ha 11 — Baitpon wnu I'ete, yto ..

Paiickuii ¢ nocanoit oTBEpHYJCS OT HEro.

— JloHXyaHU3M — TO K€ B JIIOICKOM pOJe, YTO JOHKUXOT-
CTBO; eIlle TIyOXe; 3Ta MOTPEeOHOCTH €Ile MPUPOXICHHEE... —
cKasaj OH.

— Koy norpedHOCTh — TaK XEHUCh... s Tebe ToBOpIO...

— Ax! — moutu ¢ otyasgHueM TipousHec Paiickmii. — Benp
>KEHUTHCS MOXHO OIWH, IBa, TPU pa3a: yKeJIu ST He MOTY HacJja-
XAaThCsl KPAcOTOM TakK, KakK Obl HacIaXaaacs KpacoToit B cTaTye?
Hon-ZKyaH Haciaxnaiacd Npexiae BCEro 3CTETMYECKM 3TOM Mo-
TpeOHOCTHI0, HO TPYy0O; CBIH CBOETO BeKa, BOCITUTAHUS, HPaBOB,
OH YBJIEKaJICA 3a Mpeaesibl 3TOr0 MOKJIOHEHUSI — BOT U Bce. [la uTo
TOJKOBATh C TOOOI!

— Konu He keHuTbCs, TaK HE3aUueM U XOIWUTh, — aIllaTUIHO
TOBTOPUJT ASTHOB.

— A 3Haeub — Thl oT4acTu mpaB. [Ipexne Bcero ckaxy, 4yTo
MOM YBJIEUEHUS BCeTAa MCKPEHHBI U HE YMBIIIJIEHHBI, — 3TO HE
BOJIOKUTCTBO — 3HAM OMHAXKIBI HaBcerna. M Korma Moit MIoj XOTh
OIHOI 4YepTo MOAXOAMUT K Maeany, KOTOpbIi (haHTa3usl ceivac
co3IaeT MHe U3 Hero, — y MeHsI caMo cO0O0I0 TOeIaeTCsl OCTallb-
HOE, M TOT/Ia BO3HUKAET UIeall CYIaCcThbsI, CEMEIHOTO. ..
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— Bor BuIuIIb; HY TaK U KEHHCH... — 3aMETHJT ASTHOB.

— Iloroau, moroau: HUKOIIA HU OAWH WIeaa He JOXUBaI 10
CpoKa cBaAbObl: OJeaHeN, magall, U s yXOIWI OXJIaXIeHHBIN... YTo
¢aHTa3us co3aaer, TO aHAIU3 pa3pyllaeT, KaK KapTOYHbIM JOMUK.
Wnu caM rnean, He JOXIABIIUCh OXJIAKACHUS, YXOIUT OT MEHS...

— A BCe-TakM KaxXJIblii N€Hb CUAETb C XEHIIMHOW U 00J-
Tath!.. — YIPSIMO TBepOWI ASHOB, ITOKaunBas rojioBoil. — Hy
0 9eM, HalpuMep, Tl OyIelllb TOBOPUTH XOTh cerogHs? Yero T
XOuelllb OT Hee, eC/IU ee 3a TeOs1 He BhIIaayT?

— WM g Tebs cnpomly: 4ero Thl XOo4ellb OT ee TeToK? Kakwme
KapThl K Tebe mpuayT? Beiurpaeiib Tel WM Tpourpaeiib? Pa3se
ThI XOIUIIIb C TEM TY/a, YTOO BBIMIPATh BCE IIECTHAECST THICSIY 0-
xona? XoIuIllb IOUTPaTh — U BEIUTPATh YTO-HUOYIb. ..

— Y MeHS HUKAaKMX PacdyeToOB HET: S AeIai0 3TO OT... OT... I
YIOBOJILCTBUSI.

— OT... OT CKYK! — BUAMIIb, U 5 IUISI yIOBOJIBCTBUSI — U TOXE
0e3 pacueToB. A Kak s HaclIaXIaloch KpacoToi, T M TBOMl MBaH
IleTpoBuY 3TOrO HE TMOIMETe, HE BO THEB TeOe U eMy — BOT U BCeE.
Benb ecTh ke OmHU, KOTOPbIE MOJISITCSI CTPACTHO, a ApPYyrue He
3HAIOT 3TOI MOTPEOHOCTH, U...

— CrtpactHo! CtpacT MelaloT XUTb. Tpyn — BOT OJHO Jie-
KapCTBO OT IYCTOTHI: 1eJI0, — cKa3ajl ASHOB BHYIIMTEJIbHO.

Paiickuii octaHOBMJICSI, OCTAaHOBUI ASIHOBa, SIIOBUTO YJIBIO-
HYJICSI I CIIPOCHLT:

— Kakoe aeno, ckaxu noxajnayicra — 3TO0 JIOOOIMBITHO!

— Kak kakoe? Ciyxu.

— PasBe 3710 memo? Ykaxu TeI MHE B CTyKOe€, 32 HEMHOTUMHU
UCKJIIOYEHUSIMU, JeJ10, 63 KOTOPOro Obl HEb3s1 ObLTO 000UTHUCH?

ASTHOB 3aCBMCTaJI OT YIMBJICHMUSI.

— Bort Tebe pa3! — ckazan oH u noranen okoyuo cebs. — Jla
BoT! — OH yKa3aJl Ha OJIMIIEHCKOT0 YMHOBHUKA, KOTOPBIHA YIIOp-
HO IJISIACI B OHY CTOPOHY.

— A cripocu ero, — ckasan Paiickuii, — 3a4eM OH TYT CTOUT
¥ KOTO TaK MIPHUCTAJIbHO BRICMATpHBaeT M BbDKMmaeT? ['eHepanal
A Hac ¢ ToOOIl He BUIWT, TaK YTO JIOOOW MPOXOXUIA MOXET BbI-
TalllMTh Y HAC TUIATOK U3 KapMaHa. Y>KeJu Thl CYUTAJ IEJIOM TBOU
oymaru? He Gymem pacipocTpaHSIThCSI 00 3TOM, a CKaxXy Tebe, 9To
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s1, TIpaBO, OOJIBIIIE JIeJIal0, KOTIa Maxy CBOM KapTUHEI, OpeHUYy Ha
posiiie U JaXe KOraa IMOKJIOHSIOCh KpacoTe...

— W 4910 0cOGEeHHOTO, KpOME KPaCcOThI, HAIIIe]I TH B CBOCH K-
3uHe?

— Kpome kpacotsl! Jla 310 Bce! BripoueMm, s1 mano 3Haio ee:
3TO-TO, BMECTE C KPACOTOU, 1 BJIEYET MEHS K HEM. ..

— Kaxk, xaxmpIit 1eHb BMEeCTe U MaJIO 3HACIIb!..

— Maro. He 3Ha10, 4To y Hee KpoeTcsl Mo 3TUM CITOKOCTBU-
€M, He 3Halo ee MPOIIUIOTo U He yraabiBao ee oyayiero. 2KeHIm-
Ha OHA WJTW KyKJIa, XUBET WJIN MTOAIEIbIBAETCS MO Xu3Hb? U 310
My4YnT MeHS... BoH, cMoTpu, — mpomoinkan Paiickuit, — BUIWIIE
9TY XKEHILUHY?

— Ty ToncTyro, 4TO JIe3eT ¢ Y3JIOM Ha M3BO3YMKa?

— Ha, ¥ BOT 3Ty, 4TO TJISIAUT U3 OKHa KapeTbl? Y BOH Ty, UTO
3aBOpauMBaeT U3-3a yrjia HaBCTpeuy HaM?

— Hy, Tak yto xe?

— Tbl Ha ¥X AULAX MEJIBKOM MPOYTElb KaKylo-HUOyb 3a00Ty,
WU TOCKY, WJIN PamoCTh, VJIM MBICITb, TIPU3HAK BOJIM: HY, CJIOBOM, —
JIBIDKEHME, XXU3Hb. HeMHOro HyXXHO, 4TO0O MOmo0paTh K04 U CKa-
3aTh, YTO TYT CEMbsI M IETU, 3HAYUT, OBLIO IIPOIILIOE, a TaM TJISIIUAT
CTPacTh WJIM KWUBOI CJIel CUMIIATUM, — 3HAYUT, €CThb HACTOsIIee,
a 3[IeCh Ha MOJIOJIOM JIMLIE UTPAIOT HAIEXKIbI, ITPOCSITCS HAPYXKY KeJla-
HMS ¥ TIpopoYat OeCIIOKOiHOe OymyIIee. ..

— Hy?

— Hy, Besne 4To-To XUBOE, MOABIKHOE, TpeOyIollee XKU3HU U OT-
3pIBAOILIEeCs Ha Hee... A TaM HUYEro 3TOro HeT, HUYero, XOTh 1IapoM
nokatu! Jlaske HET amaTuy, CKyKH, YToO MOXHO OBLTO CKa3aTh: ObLIa
KU3Hb U youTa — Hu4ero! CusieT u OJIECTUT, HUYETO He TIPOCUT U HU-
yero He otaaeT! M s1 Huuero He 3Haro! A Thl YIUBISIEIIBCS, UTO 51 ObIOCH?

— JlaBHO OBbI CKa3ajJ MHE 3TO, 1 51 YIMBJISIThCS IepecTal Obl, I10-
TOMY 4TO ST CaM TaKOM, — CKa3al ASTHOB, BIPYT OCTaHABINBAsICh. —
XoIu KO MHE BMECTO HeEe...

— Tw1?

— Ha— 4!

— YrTo0 Xe ThI, KpacoTol OaKCTaeb!..

— baucralo cnokoicTBMEM U HaclaXAaloCch 3TUM; U OHa
Toxe... Uro Tebe 3a meio!..
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— Jlo Tebs1 — HUKAKOro, a OHa — KpacoTa, KpacoTa!

— 2ZKeHuch, a He Xo4Uelllb WM HEJb3sI, TaK OCTaBb, 3alMIUCh
JIEJIOM. ..

— TrI mpexne 3aBeau AeJIO, B KOTOPOE MOT Obl OpOCUTHCS XKU-
BOM yM, THYIIAIOIINICSA MEPTBEUYMHBI, M CTpACTHAs AyIla, U yKa-
KM, KaK TOJIOXUTb CUJIbI BO YTO-HUOYAb, YTO CTOUT OOPLOKI,
a ¢ CBOMMM KapTaMM, BUBUTaAMHU, payTaMH U CITy:K00i1 — youpaii-
cs K uepTy!

— VY Teb6s1 becnokoliHas HaTypa, — cKa3all ASTHOB, — He OBIIO
CTPOTOM PYKM WM TSKEJIOM IIKOJNBI — BOT ThHl M KypPOJIECHUIIb...
ITomMHuIIBb, THI paccKa3biBall, Koraa TBos1 Harala Oblia XkuBa...

Paiickuit BApyr oCTaHOBWIICS M, C TPYCTBIO HA JIUIIE, CXBATII
CBOETO CIIyTHMKA 3a PYKY.

— Harama! — moBTOPWI OH TUXO, — 3TO SAMHCTBCHHBIN TsI-
KeJIbIl KaMeHb Y MEHSI Ha IyIlle — He Melllail ITaMsTh O Hell B 3TH
MOM BITCYATJICHUS] 1 MUMOJICTHBIC YBJICUCHMUS. ..

OH B3IOXHYJI, U OHM MOJT4a JOIUIA 10 BramnuMupcKkoit 1epK-
BM, CBEpHYJIM B IIEPEYJIOK U BOIIUIM B ITOABE3M OAPCKOTo 10Ma.

1T

Paiickuii ¢ rom Tonbko Tepen 3TUM no3HakoMmiics ¢ Codbeit
HuxonaesHoit benoBomoBoii, BIOBOI Ha ABaALaTh MITOM TOAY,
TOoCJIe HEeIOJITOro 3aMyxecTBa ¢ beloBOMOBBIM, CIIYXMBIIUM II0
JUTLJIOMaTUYeCKOM YacTu.

Ona Obl1a U3 cTapuHHOTrO 6oratoro aoma IldxoruHbix. MaTte-
pPM OHa JIMIIWIACH €llle A0 3aMYXKeCTBa, U OaTIOIIKa €€, COCTOSIB-
IIMA B MOJHOM DPACIOPSIKEHUU CYTPYry, MOYyBCTBOBAB cebsl Ha
cBO0OOIE, BAPYT CITOXBATUJICS, UTO MOJIOAOCTb €r0 paHO 3axBayeHa
ObL1a XEeHUTHOOI W UTO OH HE yCIIeJ MOXUTb U MOXYUPOBaTh.

OH noBeJ1 OBLIO XXU3Hb XOJOCTSIKA, TIEPECUIMBAIL TOIBI Y IIPU-
pomdy, HO He TepeCUIUI U TOJbKO CMOTpEJ, KakK eJIu U TWIU Ipy-
Tue, a y Hero Xejynok He Bapwi. Ho oH yxe ycIiea HaHeCTu cMep-
TEJIbHBIN yIap CBOEMY COCTOSTHUIO.

VYV Hero, B3aMeH HaclaXIeHWIi, KOTOPbIMU OH TOJb30BaThCs
HE MOT, SIBUJIOCh CTapue€CKOe TIIECIaBMe UMETh BU IIalyHa, U OH
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cTaJI BO3HArpaxaaTh cedsl 3a BEPHOCTH B CYIIPYKeCTBE cyMacOpoI-
HBIMU CBSI3SIMM, Ha KOTOpbIE OBICTPO YIILJIM BCE HAJIMYHBIE NEHb-
', OpUIIBSIHTHI XKeHBI, HAKOHELl, ¥ 0OJ1bIIast YaCTh MPUAAHOTO 10-
yepu. Ha HeaBuxkuMoe umeHue, U 06e3 TOro 3ajJI0XKeHHOE UM elle
IO XXeHUTHOBI, HAPOCTU 3HAYUTEIbHBIC JOJITH.

Korma mcTOYHMKM MCCSIKIIMA, OH M3pelKa, B TOI pa3, MHOTIa
IIBa, CHeaeT MOPOTYI0 IMaJOCTh, KYITUT OPWIbIHTBI KaKOu-HU-
Oyab Armance, 3KUIaX, CEPBU3, €3NUT K HEll Hemeau Tpu, Mpo-
BOXaeT B TeaTp, AejlaeT el y>KUHBI, C3bIBAaCT MOJIONEXb, a IIOTOM
OITSITH CMOJIKHET JIO CJICAYIOIINX ICHET.

Hukonait BacunbeBuu IlaxoTnH ObLT O4eHb KpPacHUBBINA CaHO-
BUTBII CTApUK, C MATKUMH, TTOYTEHHBIMU cenrHaMu. [1o Bumy ero
MMpUMENTb 3a KaKoro-Huoynb IlameMepcToHa.

OcobeHHO KpacuB OH ObUI, KOTAa C TOPIOCTBIO BEJ MO PYKY
Copdrio HukomnaeBHy Kyna-HuOyab Ha 6ajl, Ha OOIIECTBEHHOE Ty-
JIsiHbe. He 3HaBIIME ero mouTUTEIbHO CTOPOHUIINCH, @ 3HAKOMBIE,
3aBUIS IIAIYHA, HAYMHAJIN YK€ YIbI0AThCS U IIOTOM (PaMIUTBSIPHO
W IIYTJIMBO TPSICTH €TO 3a PYKY, 3BaJIM YCTPOUTH BeCENBIA 00es,
pacckasplBajiu Ha YXO MPUSITHYIO UCTOPHIO. ..

Crapuk IIyTUJ, paccKas3blBajJl caM HampaBO M HaJeBO aHEK-
JIOTBI, TOBOPUJ KaJaMOypbl, OCOOEHHO JIIOOMJI ¢ CBEPCTHUKAMU
KUTh BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMY MUHYBIIIET MOJIOIOCTH U CBOETO BpeMe-
Hu. OHM ¢ BOCTOProM IpuUIIOMMHaNM, Kak rpad bopuc wmm [e-
HUC TIPOUTPBIBAJI KyUH 30JI0Ta; TEP3ATNCh TEM, YTO CaMU TPATUIIN
TaK MaJlo, XWJIA TaK MU3EPHO; TOy4YaJad BHUMATEJBHYIO MOJIO-
JIeXXb BEJIMKOMY MCKYCCTBY >KUTh.

Ho oco6enno mobun ITaxoTuH yHOCUTBCSI BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMU
B Ilapix, Koroa B 4YeThIpHAAIIATOM TOIY PYCCKUE SBUJIVCH BEJIH-
KONYIIHBEIMH TTOOCIUTENIIMU, TTEPEIICTOISIBIINMI JTIO0C3HOCTHIO
TOTHAITHUX (DPaHITYy30B, YKe¢ MOMOPUYECHHBIX B 3TOM OTHOIICHUU
PEBOJTIONVIEH, ¥ TIPEBOCXOIUBITUMHI 0€3YMHBIM MOTOBCTBOM IIIH-
POKYIO IIEAPOCTh aHTJINYaH.

Crapuk IIyTsS IPOXUBAJ XU3Hb, BCETIa CMEsICS, paccKa3bl-
BaJl TOJIBKO BecesIoe, Jaxe Ha IpaMy B TeaTpe CMOTPEN C YJbIO-
KOi1, JTI00YSICh HOXKOM WM JIOpHUPY la gorge' akTpuchI.

' rpyns (¢p.).
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Korma xe HacraBajio He Becejioe COObITHE, He 00el, He COo-
OJIa3HUTEIbHAs 3aKyJHMCHAsl IpaMa, a 3aTPOrMBaIMCh HEPBbI XKM13-
HH, CIIBIIIAJICS B HEeil TPOMOBOM pacKaT, KOTrma OKOJIO HEeTO BO3-
HUKaJI BaXXHBII BOIIPOC, TPEOOBABIIMI MBICIIM WJIA BOJU, CTAPUK
TYNO HeIOoyMeBaJs, BHaaajl B OECIOKOWHOE MOJYaHUE U TOJbKO
y4YallleHHO KeBaJl ryoamu.

VY Hero ObLT XUBOH, UTPUBBIA yM, HAOMIOJATEILHOCTh U He-
KOTIIa CMeJTble TTIOPBIBHI B XapakTepe. Ho ImecTHaamaTu et oH 1o-
CTYIIUJ B I'BapIuio, BbIydach OTJIMYHO T'OBOPUTh, MHCATh U TETh
no-(MpaHITy3CKH U TIOYTH He 3Hasl PyCCKOM rpaMoThl. EMy mamm ot-
JIMYHYIO KBapTUPY, JIOIIAIEH, SKHUIAX W THICSY ABAALATh JOXOIA.

Huxro nyudiiie ero He ObLI OJET, U TETEPb €llie, B CTApOCTU, OH
JaeT 3aKOHBI BKyca IIOPTHOMY; BCe Ha HEM CUIUT OTIMIHO, XOIUT
OH 001Ipo, 6;1aTOPOTHO, TOBOPUT C YBEPEHHOCTHIO M HUKOTAA HE
BBIXOIUT U3 cebst. Cynut 060 BceM 4acTo HaIepeKop JIOTUKE, HO
BJIafieeT COU3MOM C HEOOBIKHOBEHHOIO JIOBKOCTBIO.

C HMM MOXHO HE€ COIJIACUTBLCS, HO COMTh ero TpymHo. CBer,
OITBIT, BCS XKM3Hb €T0 He JaJ eMy HUKAKOTO CONEpKaHUS, U OT-
TOro OH OOUTCS cepbe3HOro, Kak ortsi. Ho ToT e ombIT, KU3Hb
BCeTIa B Kyd4e JIIoAci, MHOXECTBO BCTPEY U CITOCOOHOCTh 3HAKO-
MUTBCSI CO BCEMH 00pa30BLIBAIN €My KaKOM-TO OYeHb ITPUSITHBIM,
MEJIKUI YMOK, ¥ He 3HAIOIIMI €ro C MepBOro pa3a Aaxe MOJ0XUT-
CsI Ha €T0 COBET, CYXIEHHE U TTIOTOM YK€, KECTOKO 0OMaHYBIIIHCH,
PA3TJISIINT, YTO 3TO 32 YEJIOBEK.

OH He ycres elie OKyHYThCSI B OMYT OITACHOM, IpH Tpa3aHO-
CTU M ACHbrax, XXM3HHU, KaK Ha IBaIlaTh MSITOM TOAY €ro KeHUIU
Ha IeBYIIIKE KPaCHUBOI, CTApOTO poia, HO XOJIOTHOM, C MECIIOTH-
YEeCKUM XapaKTepoM, cpa3y yragaBileil cabocTh Myxka W TIpH-
OpaBllIeii ero K pyKam.

Tenepy Hukonait BacunweBuu I1axoTuH 3acenaetr B KAKOM-TO
coBeTe pa3 B HeIei0, MMEET BaXHBIN YMH, IBE 3BE3IbI M TOMHU-
TEJIBHO OXUIAET TPETheil. DTO ero o0IeCTBEHHOE 3HAUYCHUE.

Brino y Hero apyroe oxuaaHue — roexaTh 3a TPaHUILY, TO €CTh
B [lapimk, yXe He ¢ OpyXHeM B pyKaX, a C 30JI0TOM, M TaM IIO-
XUTh, KaK KUBAJIN B CTAPUHY.

OH ¢ Hac/lIaxXAeHWEeM U 3aBUCTHIO MPUITOMMHAJ aHEKIOThI Bpe-
MEH PEBOJIIOIINM, KaK OMMH 3HATHBIM IMOBeca pa3OMI TaM YallKy
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B MarasuHe M B OTBET Ha YIPeKM KyIlla INepeOuwa1 U nepeaomai
ellle MHOXKECTBO Bellleii 1 3aruiaTuj 3a BeCh Mara3uH; Kak Apyroi
MePEKYNU Y KOpOoJs Jady M Mogapvil TaHHoBmuie. OKaHYUBaj
OH paccKa3bl B3J0XOM COXAaJIEHUS O TIPOILLIOM.

Bckope mociie cMepTu >K€HbI OH OBbLIO MOMPOCUIICS TyAa, HO
obpa3 ero >XW3HU, HPaBbl M €ro 3aTeu TaK ObLIM M3BECTHHI B 00-
IIEeCTBE, YTO €My, B OTBET Ha IIPOCHOY, KOPOTKO OTBEUCHO OBLIO:
«Heszauem». OH moxeBaja rybaMu, MoxXaHIpW, MOTOM Caejaa Ka-
KOe-TO TpOMaJHoe, JOPOoroe cyMacopoacTBo u ycnokouscs. Ilo-
cJie TOTo, y>Ke TTPOMOTaBIINCh OKOHYATeJIbHO, OH B [lapmx He 110-
pBIBaJICS.

Kpome TOMUTENBHOrO OXUAAHUSI TPETbel 3Be3[bl, Y HEro
OBLIO ellle MOCTOSTHHOE HeJIo, ITOCTOSIHHOE CTpeMJIeHue, 3aboTa,
Kyla YXOOWJIN €T0 HaIlpsSLKeHHOe BHUMAaHUE, COOOpaskeHMS, BCS
ero TakTHKa, C TeX MOop Kak OH MPOMOTAJICs, — 3TO U3BJEKaTh U3
00enX CBOMX CTaplINUX CecTep, MOXWILIX AeBylIeK, TeToK Codbu,
JIeHEXXHBIE CpeiCTBA Ha IIAJIOCTH.

Hanexna BacunbeBHa u AnHa BacunbeBHa [1axoTHHBI XOTSI ObUIA
CKYIIbI I HE CTAaBWJIM COOCTBEHHO JIMYHOCTh CBOETO OparTiia B Ipolil, HO
JIOPOXWMIIA MMEHEM, KOTOPOe OH HOCWJI, pPeryTalyeid U BaskKHOCTBIO
JIOMa, TIpeIaHUSIMHM, U TIOTOMY, CBEPX OIPEICTICHHBIX €My IISITH ThICSTI
KapMaHHBIX JEHET, B pa3HOe BpeMs BbIAABAIM €My CYOCUAMU OKOJIO
TaKOM K€ CYMMBI, M TIOTOM €Ilie, C BHITOBOpPaMU, ¢ HACTABJICHUSIMMU,
YyTh HE C IUTaYeM, BCeraa K KOHIIY Iofia IUIATUIM ITOYTH CTOJIBKO 3Ke
ITO CUYETaM ITOPTHBIX, MEOETBIINKOB 1 APYTUX KYIIIIOB.

OHu 3HaIM, Ha KaKoe yIoTpeOieHue YXOOsIT Y HeTO IeHbIM, HO
Ha 5TO OHU CMOTPEJIM CHUCXOIUTETHLHO, TTOMHS HECTPOTHE HPaBhI
ITOBEC CBOETO BPEMEHM M HAXOIs 3TO B MYKUMHE €CTCCTBEHHEIM.
TonbKO OHU, KaK HpaBCTBEHHBIE XXEHIIMHBI, 3aThIKaIU Y1, KOT-
Jla OH 3aXO4YeT MOXBAacCTaThCd Tepel HUMU CBOMMM IAJOCTSIMU
WJIM KOTJa KTO Ipyroi B3lyMaeT ITOBECTU IO MX CBEAEHMS O Ka-
KOM-HUOYIIb ero cymacOpoaCTBe.

OH ObUT B UX IM1a3ax MMyCTOM, HUKYyA He TOAHBIN, HA Ha KaKoe
JIeJTo, HY IJISI COBEeTa — CTapUK U IUIOXOi oTell, Ho oH OblT ITa2xo-
THH, a pol [TaXOTMHBIX YXOOUT B IPEBHOCTh, ITOPTPETHI IIPEIKOB
3aHMMAIOT BCIO 3aJly, a POAOCJIOBHASI HE YKJaabIBaeTCs Ha 0OJIb-
IIIOM CTOJIE, U B POJI¢ X OBLIO MHOTO JIUL C TPOMKHMM 3HAYEHHUEM.
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OHM TOpAWINCH 3TUM U MPOIIAIU OpaTy BCE 32 TO TOJbKO, YTO
oH IlaxoTuH.

CaMu oHHM OJHCTaIM HEKOTIa B CBETE U IO KAaKUM-TO, KPOME WX,
BCEMU 3a0BbITBIM MpUYMHAM OCTaIUCh AeBaMu. OHU yeAUHUIUCH
B POIIOBOM JIOME U TaM, B CEMEICTBE XXeHaToro 6para, TOXKUBAIU CTa-
pPOCTh, OKPYKMB CTPOTMIM BHMMAHWEM, IIONCUCHUSIMA M 3a00TaMU
emMHCTBeHHYIO no4b IlaxormHa, Codplo. 3aMyXecTBO MOCICTHENH
paccTpowsio ObUIO WX KU3Hb, HO OHa OBIOBENA, JUIIWIACh MaTepy
1 CHOBA, KaK B MOHACTHIPb, IIOCTYIMJIA TIOJ aBTOPUTET U OIEKY TETOK.

OHU OBUIM IBE BBICOKHE, CeIble, YMHHBIC CTApPYIIKU, XOIUB-
Ve TOMA B TSDKEJIBIX IIEJIKOBBIX TEMHBIX IIAThSIX, OOJIBIIINX YeTI-
11aX, Ha pyKax cO MHOTMMMU MEPCTHSIMU.

Hanexna BacunbeBHa cTpagaja TMAKOM UM HOCWJIA MO YETLOM
OGapxaTHyIO IIANOYKy, Ha IHledaX OapXaTHYIO, ITOZOMTYIO TOp-
HOCTaeM KallaBeiiky, a AHHa BacuibeBHa — CBIPLIOBbIE OYKIIM
U OOJIBIIYIO 11AaJIb.

YV obeux Ob110 O puAUKIONIO, a y Hagexasl BacunbeBHBI BbI-
cokas 30Ji0Tasl Tabakepka, OKOJIO Hee HECKOJIBKO HOCOBBIX TUIaT-
KOB M MOCbKa, cTapasl, Bcerna 3aclaHHasl, XpUIisiiasi i OT CTapo-
CTU HE Y3HAIOIIAask HUKOTO M3 JOMAIITHUX, KPOME CBOCH XO3SIMKMN.

JloMm y HUX ObLI CTapblii, JNIMHHBIN, B IBa 9Taxa, ¢ repooM Ha
(bpoHTOHE, C TOJCTHIMU, MAaCCUBHBIMM CT€HAMM, C IIyOOKUMU
OKOIIIKAaMU U JUTMHHBIMU MPOCTEHKAMU.

B nome TsHynach GeckoHeuyHasi aH¢pWiIaaa OOMTHIX IITOMHOM
KOMHAT; TeMHbI€ TSDKeJble pe3Hble IKadbl, ¢ cTapbiM (hapdo-
pOM U cepebpoM, Kak capkoaru, CTOSIJIA MO CTEHAM C TSKEJIbI-
MM XK€ IWBaHAMM U CTYJIbSIMH POKOKO, OOTaTBIMU, HO KECTKUMM,
6e3 koMopra. lIBeitap moxonwn Ha HenTyHa; 1akeun Moxuiabie
1 MOJTYaJIUBbIE, XKEHIIMHBI B TEMHBIX IIJIaThsIX U Yerlax. DKUIax
BBICOKUIA, C LIEJIKOBOI 0aXpOMOIi, JIOIIAAU CTaphle, TIOPOIUCThIE,
¢ IUTMHHBIMH TIeIMUA ¥ CIIMHAMH, C TTOOCJIEBIINMHI OT CTapOCTH
rydoamu, npu e3ae KpyrmHO KMBalolIe TOJIOBOA.

Komuara Codbu cMOTpesia HeCKOJIBKO Becesiee TPOoYnuX, 0COo-
OCHHO KoTHa IIPHCYTCTBOBajia B Heil cama XO3sIiiKa: TaM OBLIN
LIBETHI, HOTbI, MHOXKECTBO COBPEMEHHBIX 0€3/1e/I0K.

Eme Obl HemMHOro mooOoJjbliie cBOOOAbI, Oecropsiika, cCBeTa
U LIyMy — TOrJa 3TO ObLIT Obl CBEXWIA, BECEJIbII U PO3OBbIN MpPU-
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0T, TJe OBl MOXHO 3aMeuTaThCsl, 3a4MTaThCs, 3aUTpaThCsl U, T0-
Xajyi, 3a100UThCs.

Ho 1BeTsl cTOSIMM B TSIKENBIX CTAPUHHBIX Ba3aX, TOUHO Hal-
IPOOHBIX YpHaX, TOpKa MacCHUBHOTO CTaporo cepebpa IpuaaBalia
ele 0oJbIe aHTUIHOCT KOMHATe. Jla ¥ TeTKM He MOIJIM BUIIETh
Oecriopsiika: YyTh LIBEThl pACKMHYTCS B Ba3e MPUXOTIMBO, BXOIU-
J1a AHHa BacuibeBHa, 3BOHIIIA IEBYIIKY B YeITlle W ITpUKa3bIBaia
coOpaTh X B CUMMETPUIO.

Ecmu okaspiBaach KHUTa B OOraToM IeperuieTe JeXaleo Ha Iu-
BaHe, Ha ctysie, — Hanexna BacuibeBHa cTaBuia ee Ha MOJIKY; €Clv
3aranall CJIMIIKOM BOJIbHBIN JIyd COJTHIIA U UTPaJ Ha XpycTaje, Ha 3ep-
Kaje, Ha cepedpe, — AHHa BacuibeBHa Haxoawua, 4To rj1a3aM OOJILHO,
MOJTya yKa3blBasla YeJOBEKY IaIblieM Ha IMOPThepy, U TsDKesast, HETHy-
Iasics IIeJIKOBast 3aBeca MEPHO Mafaia ¢ TICTVIA 1 3aKphIBajia CBET.

3aro BHU3Y, y Hukonas BacuibeBrua, ObUT MOJHBIA OeCIOPSIIOK.
Crapble MpeqaHus MEIIAIMCh TaM ¢ CJeIaMU COBPEMEHHOIO KOM-
dopta. IToaye TsKenoro Oy/s cTosla OTKMAHAS KylleTka oT I'amoca,
BBICOKUI TOTUYECKMII KaMUH MPUKPBIBAICS IIUPMaMU ¢ KapTMHAMU
(hob61a30BCKIX HPABOB, Ha CTOJIAX YaCTO YTPO 3aCTAaBAJIO OCTATKU YKH-
Ha, Ha TMBaHE MOXHO ObLIO HAMTWM MHOTIA KEHCKYIO MepyaTtKy, 00-
TUHKY, B YOOPHOI €ro — IIeJIbIif Mara3uH KOCMETHUYECKIX CHAOOBEB.

Kak Tuxo v MoyanmBO OBbLJIO HaBepXy, TAK BHM3Y CIIBIIIAIUCH
9JacTo 3BOHKME rojioca, CMeX, BCerma ObLIO TaM XKMBO, OECITOpsaod-
Ho. KamepauHep Obu1 y Hero (hpaHily3, C TOYTUTETHHON pedbio 1 Ha-
IJIBIM B3IJISIIOM.

I

MHoro koMHaT npouiu Paiickuii 1 ASIHOB, Tpexae HeXeau
JIOOPATUCH 0 XUJIbsI, TO €CTh 10 KOMHAT, T CUAEIU 00e CTapyxu
un Codpbsa HukonaeBHa.

Kornma oHu BOLLIM B TOCTMHYIO, HA HUX 3aXpUIleia MOCbKa, HO
HEe CMOrJia MoJIasTh 1, OBEPTEBIIMCH OKOJIO ce0sl, OISITh YJIerJiach.

AnnHa BacunbeBHa KuBHYyJa UM, a Hamexkna BacunbeBHa, B OTBET
Ha MOKJIOHBI, JJACKOBO TOIJIsAeIa Ha HUX, C YIOBOJBCTBUEM BBICMOP-
KaJlach M cefiuac ke IOHIoXajia TabaKy, 3Has, YTO y Hel OyIeT ImapTus.
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— Ma cousine!" — cka3zan Paiickuii, mpotsHyB pyKy benoso-
IOBOA.

OHa MOKJIOHUJIACh C YABIOKOH U moaana eMy pyKy.

— TIlo3Bonu, Sophie, 4TOOBI KyIIaTh HaBajid, — CKa3aja cTap-
II1ast TeTKa, KOTIa TOCTH YCEIMCh OKOJIO CTOJIA.

Codrsg HukonaeBHa momHsiiach ObLIO ¢ MecTta, HO Palickuii
MPENYNPEII €€ U JIePHYIT ITHYPOK.

— Ckaxu Hukonato BacunbeBuuy, 4To MbI caiuMmcst o0eaaTh, —
C XOJIOMHBIM JOCTOMHCTBOM OOpaTWIach CTapyxa K 4ejoBeKy. — Jla
Kymath gaBath! Thl uto, bopuc, omo3nan cerogHs: 4eTBepTh LISCTO-
ro! — ympekHyna oHa Paiickoro. OH OBUT TBOIOPOIHBIM IDICMSIHHH -
KOM CTapyx U TporopoaHbIM 6paTtoM Codbu. JIoM ero, Toxe crapblit
1 KOTJA-TO OOraThbIil, ObII CBS3aH POICTBOM C TOMOM I1aXOTWHBIX.
Ho no3HakoMwicst OH ¢ cBoeii poaHeit He 0oJIbliie Tofa ToMy Hasafl.

B 3TOM OH BuHOBAT ObUT caM. CTapyxu HaBHO YXe, YCJIbIXaB
ero amMuiInio, OCBEIOMIISUINCH, U3 TeX JIN OH Paiickux, KoTopsie
TIPOVCXOIMIIN TOTIA-TO OT T€X-TO M XN TaM-TO?

OH 3Han 00 3TOM, HO MPUTAUJICI U MPOIMYCTUT ITOT BOMPOC
0e3 BHMMaHMs, He HaXOOs HUYETo 3aHUMAaTeJIbHOTO 3HAKOMHUThCS
C CKYYHBIM, CTPOTMM, OOTaThIM JOMOM.

CamMm OH ObLT He CKYYeH, He cTpor 1 He 6oraT. CTapuHy CBOETo
polla OH He CTAaBWJI HU BO YTO, TaKe HUKOTIA 00 3TOM HE ITOMHILI
¥ He ITyMaJl.

OcraJics OH ellie B IeTCTBE CUPOTOI, Ha pyKaX paBHOIYIITHOTO,
XOJIOCTOTO OTEKYHa, a TOT OTAAJI ero CHavyasia Ha BOCIIMTaHWE POJI-
CTBEHHMUIIE, TPUXOAUBIIIEHCS ABOIOPOIHOI 0abyiiKoit Palickomy.

Ona OblJ1a OTJIMYHEHIIAs KEeHIUHA 110 Ceplly, HO Jajiee CBO-
€ro yrojka HUYEero 3HaTh He XOTela, M TaM B THUIIM, CPEIN CaloOB
¥ POII, CPEIN CEMEUHBIX M XO3SIMCTBEHHBIX XJIOMOT MaJICHBKOTO
pa3Mmepa, mpoBesl Paiickuii HECKOJIBKO JIET, a UyTh ITOAPOC, OIIe-
KYH ITOMECTHJI €r0 B TUMHA3HIO, TJi¢ OKOHYATEIHLHO M3TJIaININCh
13 TaMsITH MajibyuKa BCE POJOBbIE MpenaHus haMuIuu O Impex-
HeM OOraTcTBe M POICTBE C APYTMMU CTAPLIMU JOMaMMU.

JlanbHeiilllee pa3BUTUE, 3aHSTUS U HaIlpaBlieHUe ellle OoJee
oTBesn Palickoro oT BceX IpemaHmii CTapUHEL.

' Kysuna! (¢gp.)
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