


«CHoBa Bce ucnopdeHo. Beap Kak JOKHO
Obl OBITh: CHayaja y TeOs MosIBIsIeTCsl TaliHa,
a MOTOM Thl MPENOJHOCUIIbL BCEM CIOPIIPU3.
Ho ecnu xuBelb B ceMbe, HUYETO He MoJyya-
eTCsl — HU TaliHbI, HU clopripu3a. Bee Bcé 3Hat0T
€ caMoro Hayaja, Tak YTO HUKOT/Ia HU4ero Bece-
JIOTO He TMOJYYUTCSI».

Tyse Anccon, «Ilosecms 0 nocaednem 6 mupe
dpakone»

— BoI k10?!

OH MsiJIcs Ha TOpore, He pelasich BOWTHU.

— A... Bac He npenynpexaaiu 0060 MHe?

OTBeTOM Ha 3TOT BOIPOC SIBUJIOCH BO3MYILIEHHOE (PhIpKAHbe — ITOKHO
OBbITh, HE MpeayTpexnanu!..

OH Xaaj, CKyJbl Y HEro MOKpacHeJM, U OT HEJOBKOCTU BAPYT CTajo
0OYeHb XapKo, a oHa He Toponujach. Cioxuiaa 6yMaru, BHIPOBHSIA IO
KpasiM 1 0e3 TOro MaeajabHYylO CTONKY, CLENWIa pykKd B 3aMOK — KUCTU
KPYIHbIE, HOTTU KOPOTKHKE 03 jlaka, — IMorpy3usa noadoponoK B BOJIHbI
1IefHOTO TJIaTKa, 3aBsI3aHHOTO IMOYTHU MO-TMOHEPCKU, W yCTaBWIach Ha
HEro MOoBepPX OYKOB.

OH X1aji B ABEPSAX — TEPIEIUBO.

— UM ut0 BaM HyXHO?

OH yABIOHYJICSI, YYBCTBYSI COOCTBEHHOE cobaube 3anckuBaHue. OH ToO
M JIeJI0 3alUCKUBaJl, OCOOEHHO B TOC/IeIHEE BPEeMsI.

— Mosg ¢pamunus...

— JIBepk.

— IIpocTure?..

— 3aKkpoiiTe IBepb.

OH noMoJIyasn CeKyHIy.

Kak moxo Bce HaumHaeTcs!.. Kak oTBpaTuTe1bHO Bce HaUMHaeTcsl. Xyxe
He TipyuayMaellb. EMy mpocTo HE0OOXOIMMO CTaTh 31€Ch... CBOUM, U HUIYETO
He ToJryyaeTcs!..

Bnpouewm, y Hero BooG1ie Hu4ero He noiaydaercss. OcCoOeHHO B MOCIIeI -
Hee BpeMsl.

— 41 Mory 3aiiTh TIOTOM...



TATbSIHA YCTMHOBA

— He HyxHO moToMm! — pBIKHYJIa X03sIiiKa KabuHeTa. — Bl yxke 3amum
ceituac! 3akpoiite nBepb. [Ipoiinute. Csanpre.

Bort Ha Koro oHa rmoxoxa — Ha e¢pelTopIiy U3 YepHO-0e10r0o uabMa
npo BoiiHy! EMy Bcerna HpaBWJIOCH PUIYMbIBaTh CPaBHEHUSI.

OH npozenan Bce, Kak ObLIO BeJEHO: 3aKpbUl, MPOILIEN, Cel, U OYEHb
HeymauyHo! OKa3ajoch, YTO Kpecjao TIyOooKoe, BSI3KOe, HU3KOe, U Terepb
B3IJISIZL €0 YIIMPAJICs KaK pa3 B y3eJl ee MMOHepCKOoro rajcryka. Ytob no-
Opatbcs [0 Jaulia, MIPUXOINUIOCH CMOTPETh BBEPX.

— Bb1 k10? ABTOp? EcCnu Tak, TO BaM Ha BTOPOi1 3Tax, s aBTOPOB He
MPUHUMAIO.

OH BIpPYT pa3BecenICs — HACTOIBKO, HACKOJIBKO TIO3BOJISIIO €TO TelTe-
peliHee MoJIoXKeHue.

— Ilouemy... aBTOpP?

— ¥ Bac HEMOKOPMJIEHHBIN B, KaK y Bcex nmucaTesieid. Mnu Bel ¢ Oyma-
ramu ot Kantoposuua?

— Mos ¢pamunus Llan-I'upeit. — OH 00aM3HYI T'yOBI, KOTOPHIE BCE
BpeMsi coxyii. — U 51 HOBBI COTPYIHUK M3IaTEIbCTBA.

KoHeuHo, oHa HMYero He ycJblliajia, KpoMe CTpaHHON (amuiuu!..

— Ka-ak?!

— Ilan-T'upeii, — noBTOpus OH. — ITulIETCS Yepe3 YEPTOUKY, TO €CTh
yepe3 tupe. To ectb yepe3 aeduc. Y JlepMoHTOBA, €Ciu IIOMHUTE, ObLIU
POACTBEHHUKH T10 TUHUU 0a0ymku Kak pa3 [llan-T'upen...

— Jla mpu yeM TyT Aeduc u poacteeHHUKU JlepmoHToBa?! — OHa croep-
Hy/la ouku. — Bbl kTO?!

— $1 HOBBII 3aMeCcTUTENb TeHepalbHOro nupekropa. — Eil-6ory, oH
YYBCTBOBaJI ceOsl BUHOBATHIM, KaK OyITO MPU3HABAJICS B YEM-TO TTOCTBI/I-
HoMm! — S men MuMo, a y Bac IBEpb OblJIa OTKPbITA, U 51 PELINIL. ..

OuKY HUIETTHYJUCh Ha TOJ ¢ Apebe3kaimmnM 3ByKoM. OH KUHYJICS UX
MOJHMMATh, HO, TOKa J0CTaBajl cebs U3 Kpecsa, OHa yXXe BbIHbIpHYJA
M3-TI0JI CTOJIa, 3a%KaB OYKM B pyKe, AMKO Ha HEero B3IISIHYJIa M CXBaTUJIACh
3a TejieoH.

Hy na, xkoneuno. Cnenyet HeMeIeHHO Bce TpoBepuTh. Kakoii, K uepTy,
W3 HEero 3aMeCTUTEeNb TeHepasibHOTo! TOoro u misgau, MUAJIULIMIO MPUIETCS
BBI3bIBaTh, & TO U CAHWUTAPOB.

— Hacrg, coennaute menst! Her, npsimo ceiiuac. — OHa mociyiiana
HeMHOro. — X0poIlo, 51 MOA0XIY. A Bbl CSIAbTE, CsabTe!..

PermB, 9T0O B Kpecio HU 3a YTO HE BEPHETCS, OH OTJISICIICS, OOHAPYXKIIT
TPU CTyJia, CTOSIIUX BIOJb CTEHBI, CeJl Ha CPEeIHUIA, CIipaBa MPUCTPOUI
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C HEBEC HA 3EMJIIO

CYMKY, a clieBa KypTKy. [ToToM peln, 4To TakuM 06pa3oM 3aHUMAET CJAII -
KOM MHOTO MeCTa, M MPUCTPOMJT KYPTKY Ha cyMKy. [ToToM ellle HEMHOTO
MnoayMal M B3BaJIMJI BECh KOM ceOe Ha KOJIEHU.

Xo3siiika KabuHeTa clieauiia 3a ero BOo3Hel, He OTHUMasl TPyOKU OT
yXa, — O4eHb HEOA0OPUTETbHO, HEMHOTO JIaXe C MOA03PEHUEM.

Buanmo, Ha TOM KOHIIE IMHUM YTO-TO IMPOU3OIILIO, TOTOMY UTO BhIpaXKe-
HUE y Hee MOMEHTAIbHO CTaJIO MPUTBOPHO-JIACKOBBIM, HEXKHBIM, KaK OyITO
a00HEHT 13 TPYOKM MOT BOOUMIO HAOIIOAATh «Psi BOJIIEOHBIX U3MEHEHU!
YYIHOTO JIMLIa».

— AnnHa MocudosHa, 310 5. [IpocTute, 4To 6€CIMOKOI0, HO KO MHE IIPU-
11IeJT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIM yTBEPXKAaeT, OyATO OH Balll HOBBIN 3aMECTUTENb,
a sl Hu14ero o6 3TOM He 3Ha...

B TpyOKe 3aBOpKOBaso, 10BOJbHO ITPOMKO.

CJI0B OH He MOT pa3odpaTh, KOHEYHO, HO MOHSITHO ObLIO, YTO TOBOPSIT
yOenuTeNbHO, 1aXke HAaCTOMYMBO, U YEM Jajiblie, TeM 00Jiblile 3Ta HaCTOM-
YUBOCTh NTOBEPraeT epeiTopiily B pacTepssHHOCTbD.

PactepsinHast eppeiiTopiia — cBOeoOpa3HOE 3pesIule.

— Xopolllo, — cKazajla OHa Tak, Kak IO YCTaBy MOJIOXEHO FOBOPUTh
«€CTh!»: ICHO, TPOMKO, 4eTKo. — [lonsna. Jla. Cnenato Bce, YTO CMOTY.

3agyMuMBO IMOCTy4Yajia cedsi Mo JJaloHU CMOJIKIIIEeH TpyOKOI, BRIOpaiach
M3-32a CTOJjIa, MOAOIIIa K OKHY M YCTaBUJIACh Ha YIUILY.

OH xnai.

EdpeitTopiua cioxBatuiach, MOATSHYJIA y3eJ IIEIHOrOo IjiaTka, CMaXu-
BaBIIETO Ha MMOHEPCKUIA TAJICTYK, BBIIOXHYJIA, KaK OYATO XJIOITHYB CTOIIKY,
U TIOBEPHYJIaCh K HEMY.

— Wrak, 3mpaBcTBYiiTe! — DTO OBIJIO CKa3aHO IO CTPAHHOCTHU OOApSI-
YECKMM TOHOM M TakK (hajbIIMBO, YTO €My BHOBb CTaJIO HEJIOBKO. — MeHs
30ByT Mutpodanona Exarepuna IleTpoBHa, OyneM 3HaKOMBI.

W3znanu npoTsiHyB pyKy, OHa IBMHYJIaCh HA HETO, OH BCKOYMJ, KypTKa
MoJieTesIa Ha T0JI, CBepXy IUIIOXHYJIach CyMKa, U3 KOTOPOM JIEHMBO, KakK
OyITO HEOXOTHO, BBIBAIWJIMCH pacTperaHHas 3alMcHasi KHUXKa, KaKue-To
pa3HOMACTHbBIC KapaHIalllM, HAYITHUKU U XXKypHaJl ¢ KpaCUBOM IEBYIIKOM
Ha 00JIOXKE.

BmecTo Toro yToObl MOXaTh MPOTSIHYTYIO PYKY, OH Havyaja 6€CTOJIKOBO
cobupaTbh cBoe 0apaxjio U coBaTh €r0 OOPAaTHO B CYMKY, a KOTIa BbINPSI-
MWICS, TTOXXUMAaThb ObLTIO HEYETO.

OHa cTosi1a CJI0OBHO MO KOMaH/JIE «BOJIbHO» U CMOTPEJIA HAa HETO, MOXOXE,
C OTBpalllEeHUEM.



TATbSIHA YCTMHOBA

— MeHS TOJIBKO YTO Ha3HAYMJIM, — CKa3aJl OH, MBITAsICh OMPaBIAThCS
HeMHoro. — AHHa MocudoBHa, 10KHO ObITh, IIPOCTO HE YCIIesa IocTa-
BUTh BaC B U3BECTHOCTb...

— Hy na, — cornmacunace Exarepuna IlerpoBHa GeccTtpacTHO. —
Hy na.

ITooymHas crapyxa OKOHYaTeJIbHO JIMIIWIACh pa3yMa, BOT YTO OHa
XoTeJjla cKa3aThb Ha caMOM JieJie, 1 OH OTJIMYHO MOoHuMal 3To. HazHauuth
TAKOTO 3aMECTHUTEIEM — KeM Xe HaJo ObITh?!

EMy He xoTenoch ONpaBabIBaTLCS, B ITOCAENHEEe BPEMSI OH YCTaJl OMpaB-
IBIBAThCSI, HO TO U JEJI0 MPUXOAUIIOCH!. .

— Hasepnoe, Oynet oduimanbHOe TIpeacTaBIeHUE, TO €CTh AaXe 00si-
3aTeJIbHO, HO S PEIIWI 3apaHee...

— Hackonbko g nmoHuMmatro, — nepebusia ero Exatepruna Mutpoda-
HOBa, — BbI MPULILIM Ha MecTo BeceoBckoro, To ecTb UMEHHO BbI OyeTe
3aHUMAaTbCS pabOTON ¢ aBTOpPaMMU...

M TyT oHa He cripaBuiIach. TsKea0 onmycTUaach Ha CBOI TPOH U B3s1J1aCh
PYKoIi 3a J100.

— lNocmonu-u-u, — npotsiHyna mo-6abbu, — Aa 4To X 3TO Takoe? Kak
Bac XOTb 30BYT-TO?..

— Autekc, — OyXHYJ OH MO MPUBBIYKE, HO TYT XK€ MOMpPaBUICs: — AJleK-
caHJp.

— IIpanactHo, — oneHuna Exarepuna [MetpoBHa ToHoM DanHbl PaHeB-
ckoii, — eme u Anekc! Anekc FOcracy. N'ocrionu-u-u...

— BbI He mepexuBaiite Tak, — cKasaj oH HerpoMko. — Ha camom nerne
s1 HOPDMaJIbHBIN.

W 3ps ckazan!.. BnpoueM, oH 4yacTo roBopuJI HeBMOMaI, 0COOEHHO B IO~
caeaHee BpeMs!.. OHa OTHsIa PYKY OTO Jiba, B3IJISIHYJIA, M OT HEHABUCTU
M OTBpAILIEHUs Y Hee 3aTPSICIUCD TYObI.

— AnHa HMocudoBHa, pasymeeTcs, BOJbHA IPUHUMATD JIO0OBIE pelle-
Hus! U obcyxnaTh ux ¢ Bamu s1 He HamepeHa! — OHa momoJiyajia HEMHOTO,
MbITAsICh CIIPABUTKCS ¢ coboii. — UTak, y Bac KO MHE KaKOH-TO KOHKPET-
HBII BOIpocC, AJleKCaHIp... KaK Bac MO OTYeCTBY?..

— I1aBnoBud. — HUKTO M HUKOTIA HE HA3bIBAJI €r0 MO OTYECTBY B TOMH,
NlaBHEM, XKM3HM, KOTOpas ObLIa y HEro Kkorga-to. B HoBoit, o Bceil BUIMMO-
CTH, IPUAETCS TPUBBIKATb. — Y MEHS HET HUKaKUX BONpocoB, EkaTepurHa
IletpoBHa. S mpocTO XOTEN MO3HAKOMUTHCS.

— 3HauuTt, OyneM Bce peliaTh B pabodyeM nopsiake, Anekcanap Ilas-
JjoBu4, — noapiToxuna Exarepuna IlerpoBHa. — Wiy momolilb BaM He
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C HEBEC HA 3EMJIIO

HY>XHa 1 BBl BCce TIOHMMAaeTe B paboTe ¢ aBTOpaMU U B M3AATeJIbCKOM JIelie,
Kak TakoBOM?..

OTa KazeHHas HOPMYJUPOBKA — KaK TaKOBasl — MOYEMY-TO OKOHYA-
TeJbHO yOenua ero B HeJernocTu Beeli 3arer. EMy HUKoraa He cTaTh 31eCh
CBOUM, M HUYETO OH HE CMOXET C 3TUM I0feJIaTh, U HUUETO y HETO OMSATh
He BBIAAET, 9TO YK TOYHO!..

C/IMIIKOM YacTo OH AyMaJl, YTO HUYEro He BBIMIET, — OCOOEHHO B IO-
clienqHee Bpemsil..

TIprxumast K Tpyay KypTKy, a K 00Ky HeJlerno pas3siBJIeHHYI0 CYMKY, OH
MOMSITUJICS K BHIXOMY, OTYETO-TO HEe pelIasiCh MOBEPHYTHCS K X035HKe KabuHeTa
CIMHOM, CJIOBHO OHa siBJsuia coboit Creny Inayua, kak BOApyT ABEPb pacriaxHy-
JIach, €1Ba He MOJIAB €T0 110 3aJHKIIE, U Ha IIOpore MoKa3ajlach repenyraHHas
TeTKa. B Kaxmoit pyke y Hee ObLIO 3aKaTo 10 MOOMIbHOMY Tesle(OoHY.

OHa 1ouTH CIOTKHYJach 00 Ajiekca, HoO He 0OpaTuiia Ha HErO HUKaKoro
BHUMaHUs. OH ITOCTOPOHWIICS, TIPOIYCKas ee.

— Kars, — Bhinasiviia TeTKa, W 1j1aza y Hee BHE3alHO HAJUIUCh Clie-
3aMM, — Tbl TOJILKO HE Tyraiics, HO y Hac... MPSIMO 37eCh, B KOPUIODE...
Tebe, HaBepHOE, caMOli HallO TOCMOTPETb...

— Yto?! Yto Takoe?!

— Yesnoseka youiu, — 3J10BENIMM LIEMNOTOM JIOTOBOPUJIA TA U OTJISIHY-
Jlach MO CTOPOHAaM.

«BoT Bce u Hayajoch», — ycIiels IoaymMarth AJIeKC.

YenoBek jiexaq HUUKOM B KOMHATEHKE, 3aCTaBIEHHOI XeJIe3HBIMU IlIKa-
(amu. IBepiipl mikadoB ObLTU OTKPBITHI, U BHYTPU BUTHEJIUCH COOpAHHbIE
B IYKW TbUIbHBIE TPOBOAA, TyMOJIEPHl U KAKUE-TO KHOIKHU.

Jltonu B KOpUIOpPE HETPOMKO NIEPETOBAPUBAINCH, HO BXOAUTH HE pellia-
JIUCh U PACCTYIMUJIMCH KaK IO KOMaH[e, KOTAa, TPOMKO ToMasi, NIpUMYaiach
3anpixatoniasics Ekatepuna [leTpoBHa co CBUTOI — HaYaJIbHUKOM OTAEa
XeHckol mpo3bl Hanexnoii Ky3bMUHMYHON UM HEM3BECTHBIM CTPaHHBIM
TUnoM. Tur, 3aBUAEBILHU TPYT, OBICTPO PETUPOBAICS B OOKOBOI KOPUIOP.
Tam oH moyemy-To ceJjl Ha 1oJI, AOCTal MOOWJIbHBIN 1 Haxasl KHOTIKY. Pyka
y Hero Tpsiciach.

CTpenrHeB Bce BpeMs BUIIET eT0 OOKOBBIM 3PEHUEM.

A 2TOT OTKyna B3stics?

MurtpodaHoBa nITWIACK OT JIeXKalllero TeJia, OTBOAWIA IJ1a3a U C TPYIOM
cryiatbiBaja.

— Kro 310!
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TATbSIHA YCTMHOBA

— Ha HeusBecTHO k1O, EKaTepuHa IleTpoBHa...

— Kak HeusBecTHO, KOTrga OH B 3TOM... KakK ero... Hy, B ¢opme! ['ne
Cepreit Minpuu?

Y ExatepuHbl, 0Ka3blBae€TCsl, HEPBUIIIKM TOXE HATUYECTBYIOT, TOTOMY
YTO T0JIOC OHA BO3BBICHJIA MTOYTH 10 BU3ra U OYKM Ha HOCY MEPEKOCUIIUCD,
CIENaB €€ CMEIITHOU M XXaJIKOW.

— I'ne HayaTbHUK XO3SIMCTBEHHOI CIIyXO0bI, 91 cripaiuuBaio?! [TozoBure
€ro KTO-HUOYIb HEMEJIEHHO!

— Jla ero ¢ yrpa He O6but0, ExaTtepuna IlerpoBHa. OH, KaxkeTcs, Ha
ckiian B BunHoe yexan 1 ceromHsi ObITh He coOupacs.

— Hy, Torna koro-Hubyab, KTO MOXET 3HATh 3TOTO... MoKoiHoro! Haiitu
OBICTpO!..

«HampacHo ona Bonut, — mnoayman CrTpelliHeB, — OX HampacHo!..
Henb3st Tak pacxoauThesl Ha TJ1a3ax y atoaeil. Y 6e3 Toro mpouciiecTBue. ..
HenpusATHOe. Tparnyeckoe, MOXHO CKa3aTh».

Hapon Bce npubbiBa1, 3amax 6eabl M CeHCAllMM BOJTHAMM PACXOAMIICS 10
u3narenbCeTBy. [ToBCloay XJtonanu ABepy, U KOPUAOP MOTUXOHBKY HauMHaI
TYIETh, 3aMOIHSISICh TOJI0CAMU, KaK PACTPEBOXEHHbII Cpeli 3MMbl OMIITIAHUK.

— A KpoBu-T0... — 6opmotana Hanexna Kyspmunnuna. — Kars, Tam
CTOJIbKO KPOBH...

— IIpekpaTuts! 3akpoiiTe 1BEpb HEMEIJIEHHO!

— Kak Xe ee 3akpoelllb, €CJIM TaM y HETo... Horu!..

Tpyn AeiCTBUTENBHO JieXKa TaK, YTO 3aKPbITh IBEPb ObIJIO HUKAK HEBO3-
MOXHO.

— A munuuusi? Bei3biBaTh?..

— Tl'ocnonu, fa KTo Xe ero Tak?..

— W3 criuHBI TOPYUT, BUAUIIB? ..

— A 9T0 Hai pabouwuit, 4to au?..

Hanexna Ky3abMuHMYHA MPOTOJIKAIACh YePe3 TOMOHSIIIYIO TOJIITY, 3aXKK-
Masi poT pyKoOW, U KUHYJIaCh B CTOPOHY TyaJsieTa.

HewusBecTHO Kak 31ech OKa3aBUIMICS TPSICYIIUIICS TUI YTO-TO OBICTPO
rOBOPWJI B MOOWIIbHBIN TeedoH, u CTpelllHeB, KOTOPbI O€CITOKOUICS BCEe
0oJiblile, pelll MOJONTH K HEMY.

— BBl KTO?

Tun noaHsA CBET/bIE, COBEPILIEHHO OOJIbHbIE IJ1a3a, MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM
M CKazajl B TpPYOKY:

— Bce, g yxe He Mory pasroBapuBath. JlaBaii. lymaii 6sictpee. I[oka.

— Bbl kT0?!
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Tot nmomgHsuICS, IPUACPKUBAsICh PYKOii 3a cTeHy. Kakue-To Belm ocra-
JIUChH JIeXKaTh Ha TIOJIy — Ky4ei.

— Ecnm BBI XypHaNIuUCT... — BO3BBICHII rojioc CTpelHeB.

— 1 He XXypHaJIUCT, — BBITOBOPWJI TUIT HEOXOTHO. — I HOBBIIi COTPY/I-
HUK usnatenbcTBa. — TyT CTpelllHeB BhITapalluiI I1aza. — Mos hamMuiaus
lan-T'upeit, u HaBeCcTH 000 MHE CITpaBKU Bbl MOXeTe Y AHHBI MOCH(DOBHEI.

CTpelllHEB He TTOBEPUJ HU €IMHOMY €ro CJIOBY.

— A KOMY BBl KUHYJIMCh 3BOHUTh TaK MOCTIEITHO?

HoBblli cOTpYIHMK BBITALIMA U3 Ky4YU Ha TOJY OOBEMUCTYIO CYMKY
1 3a4eM-TO BO3JBUT €€ Ha ILJIeYo.

— 4 3BoHWMI cBoe AeByIIKe, — sl CTpeIHeBy B 100, BHITOBOPUJI OH. —
Hasznavan cBuaaHue. DToro 10CTaTOYHO WM BbI €11e YTO-TO XOTUTE Y3HATH?..

— Cama! Cama, nonoinu crona osicTpee!

CTpelliHeB IepHYJ llIeeil — OTCTynaTh eMy He XoTeJoch. M 3amax 6enpl,
Pa3UTHIN B KOPUIOPE, B3BBUHUMBAI HEPBbBI, KaK OYATO C KaXIbIM B3JIOXOM
CTpYHa BCE TyX€ HaTATHBaJIaCh Ha KOJOK.

— Cama!!! 'ne Crpeuinen?!

3Has, yto EkaTepuHa Tenepb HU 3a YTO HE yUMETCsI, TaK U OyIeT rojo-
cuthb, CTpellHeB ellle pa3 cMepuJl 0JIeMHOro CyObeKTa B3IJISIIOM, YTOOBI
Y TOTO HE OCTaBaJIOCh HUKAKUX COMHEHUI B TOM, UTO MIOEAMHOK HE OKOHYEH,
W BBUHTWJICS B YIUTOTHUBLIYIOCSI Y Pa3pOCIIYIOCS TOJITY.

— Kar4, g 3necb. — W oH moHu3u rojoc: — YTo Thl KpUYUIIB?..

— HyxHo nmocnars Koro-to HaBepx, 4ToObl AHHa MocurgoBHa clona He
nonxoauia! Boobiie uro-To Hamo Aenats! S He 3Ha10, «CKOpPYyIO», 4TO JIN,
BBI3BATh WJIM MUJIULIUIO!

— M «Ckopyio», 1 MWINLIUIO.

— Moxet, uMeeT cMbIcT cHavaza [1aBay Mo3BOHUTH?..

N oHu nocMmoTpenu Opyr Apyry B I71a3a.

Ha. Takoii mar TpeboBall Cepbe3HbIX 00CYXKIEHUI, a BpeMEHU Y HUX
He ObLJIO COBCEM.

— B nm1060M ciyyae npuaeTcst 3BOHUTh MeHTaM! [laxe ecnu I1asen...

— A uro IlaBen, korga y Hac TyT... youiicTo?!

— Bot umeHHO, — ckazan CTpelliHeB 3HaUYuTebHO. — BOT MMeHHO.

MutpodaHoBa nepeBesia B3IJIsI Ha TOJIMY Y HEro 3a IUieuoM U BOPYT
3aroBopuJjia rpOMKO 1 OTYETJIMBO, KaK Ha IUIally Tiepel CTPOeM:

— 3HauuT, TaKk. Hukakux Mmo6unbHbIX TenedoHoB. Bee yopaTbs HeMe-
JIeHHOo. Ecii KTO-TO BSIKHET XOTh UTO-TO B MHTEpHETE, HaliIy 1 YBOJIIO IO
cratbhe. Bbl Bce mpekpacHO 3HaeTe, 4To Tak u oyner!
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I'mazamu oHa 3amenuiach 3a KOTO-TO B TOJIE M CIIPOCHIIA, ellle TpU-
0aBUB T0JIOCY:

— Tak, Oneuka?!

— Tak, Exarepuna IlerpoBHa, — npobiesia Oneuka u3 otaesa pyc-
CKoIt mpo3bl. BceM B n3matenbcTBe ObLIO XOPOIIO U3BECTHO, YTO 3Ta camast
Oneuka — «KpyToil 6Jiorep» U OAHAXAbl €€ OJIOr MPOUYUTAIM LENBIX CTO
YeJIoBeK. DTO ObLJIO COOBITUEM.

— W g coBeTyio BCEM BEpHYThCS Ha CBOM pabouue Mecra!

«A BOT 2TO OmsITh HampacHo, — mnoayman CrpeiiHeB. — Bce paBHO
HUKTO HE BEpHETCS, a JaBaTh yKa3aHUs, KOTOpbIe HUKTO HE coOupaeTcs
BBITMOJIHSATh, — TJIYTIO U HU K YEMY>».

— Yro 316Ch MpOUCXOaUT?..

Ekatepuna I[leTpoBHa B3IpOTrHYy/ia, OUKU MEPEKOCUIIUCH ellie OoJblIle,
M POT yTpaTUJI YETKHE KOHTYPbI, CJIOBHO OHa codpasiach 3apbiiath. CTpeni-
HEB Jaxe ToAAepXKall ee MO JIOKOTb.

— I'ne Mutpodanosa? CrpelrHeB rae?

M3 KoH11a KOopuaopa, 3aloJJHEHHOTO HapoIOM yKe 0 KpaeB, Kak OyAaTo
MOIILJIAa NPWIMBHAA BOJIHA, COTPYAHUKM LIApaXHYJIUCh K CTEHAM, K HUM
npubausuics [Nasen JIMToBYEHKO — BiIafenel] u3nareabcTBa «AldaBuT»,
camoro KpyrnHoro B Poccun u tpetbero B EBporne, 60or otelr, 60r CbIH 1 60T
NyX CBSITOI B OJHOM JIMIIE.

MutpodaHoBa ObICTpO mIsiHyJ1a Ha CTpelllHeBa.

...OTKyna oH 31ech B3siicsi?! MBI ke TOJIbKO COOMpPaInCh eMy 3BOHUTD!
Wnu ThI MeHs1 obolles Ha TOBOpOoTe U yKe mo3BoHuI cam?! Ecinu tak —
6eperuch. He mporry.

CtpelllHEB OTBeJ Ijas3a.

[Monsitust He uMmero oTKynal.. OH Xe MOYTH HUKOTIAa He Ipueskaer!
Bnpoyem, MoxeT, OHO M K JiyulueMy. He npunercs 3BOHUTb.

— IMaBen HukonaeBuy, y Hac 30eCh... HecuyacThe!

— Kak 3To ciyumnocs?

— Ml He 3HaeM. Hanexxna KysbMyuHMYHA 3a111a B 3TOT KOPUAOP U BOT...
Hanuia. — MurtpogaHoBa 06erMHU pyKaMU TTOATSIHYJIA y3eJ1 1IeHOro IJiaT-
Ka, TTOXOXXEro Ha MUOHEPCKUiA racTyK. — S cobupanach BaM 3BOHUTD, a Bbl
yKe Mpuexajiv, OKa3biBaeTcs.

— Mwmnuio BbI3BIBaliTe, — MpuKa3aid JINTOBUEHKO OXpaHHMKY. —
U ciyx0y 6e3onacHocTu cioga. Kro tam? benses Bonoas?
— OH caMmbIit.

— Bor u ero toxe. Kto your, xoth onpeneanau?
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— Jla B ToM-TO U neno, uro HeT! OH B KOMOMHE30He, 3HAYUT, M3 X03-
CIyk0bl, HO HaYaJbHUK B BUIHOM, U MBI TIOKA...

JaBelHnii HEpBHBIM TUIT BAPYT MaTepUaIU30BaAJICS U3 OTXJIBIHYBIIEH
TOJIMbI, BHIOpAJICS Ha MepeAHU TIaH U aaxe 3aaesa JIMTOBYEHKO TIIeUOM.

MurtpodaHoBa uaMeHunach B iuiie. CTpelllHeB cieal ABUXeHue, Oynaro
cobupasicsi CXBaTUTh TUIA 32 IUBOPOT. JINTOBYEHKO MOCMOTPEJT 1 MOCTO-
poHwics. Ero oxpaHHUK YTO-TO OBICTPO FOBOPUJ B MOOWJIbHBIN, TOXE
B3IJITHYJI 0€3 BCSIKOTO MHTepeca U OTBEPHYJICS.

Tun npurcen Ha KOPTOUKM 1 3a4€M-TO YCTaBUJICSI HA OOTUHKM JIeXKalero
HUYKOM MYXXUMHBI B KOMOMHE30HE.

— Anny MocudoBHy yxe ycrieau nepenyrarb?

— ITaBen HukonaeBuy, 51 mociaja K Heil Jiloneii, 4Tob ee clofa He My-
CKaJii, HO, KOHEYHO, BCe yKe 3HAIOT, 1 OHA HaBEPHSIKa TOXE.

— C Heli HUKaKuX MOApOOHOCTE He 0bcyXaaTh, — MpUKa3a Biaje-
JIell CBOMM TOII-MEHeIKepaM TaKUM XK€ TOHOM, KaKMM OHU CaMH JaBeda
MPUKa3bIBAJIA OCTATbHbBIM.

bnorep Oneuka npuiia B BOCTOPT M JaXe cjierka nmHyna B 6ok Ku-
pIOIIly M3 XYIOXECTBEHHOIO OT/AeJa, KOTOPhI TOXe CAaBWICS JIOO0BbIO
K BcemupHoii cetu, 1 omHUMM rybamMu BeiroBopwia: «Ilonxyuuna, cykal»
CripaBeUIMBOCTD, C €€ TOUKU 3pEHUSI, TAKUM 0Opa3oM XOTh OTYACTU BOC-
TopkecTBoBajal..

PaccMoTpeB 60TUMHKY Jiexallero, TUI MepeBesT B3I Ha JIy>KUILY TeM-
HOI KpOBM, 3aTEKIIYIO MO/ XeJe3HbId mKad, u CTpeniHeBy, KOTOPbIA He
OTBOJAWI OT HEro TIJja3, MoKa3ajloch, YTO €ro ceifuac BhIPBET.

— Bu1 ObI n oTcioga, — CTpelrHeB TKHYJI THUTA B TUIEUO KEJIe3HBIM
MayiblieM, U TOT OTJISTHYJICSI, HO, KaXKeTCsl, HUYero U HUKOTO He YBUAE.

— Jla, — npobopMorTal oH, — aa, ceituac. OQHy CEeKyHIOUKY.

BbITSIHY 111€10 1 3arJIsTHYJ B KOMHATEHKY.

ITouemy-To ciemoM 3a HUM Tyaa e 3arisiHya U JIMTOBYEHKO.

— A 4gTo0 31ech BooOI1e nomeiaeTcsi? — OH MOBEPHYJICS U TOCMOTpPEN
Ha MurpodaHoBy.

ExaTtepuna [TeTpoBHa Iof €ro B3MISIAOM 3aMeTalach, 3a0TJISAbIBAIACD,
OOKOM, TMO-KYpUHOMY OTCTYIMWJIA, CTpesibHY/a ria3amMu B CTpelliHeBa, HO
OH HUYEM He MOT eil TOMOYb — WJIM He XOTel.

— 4 TouHoO He 3Halo... Kaxercs, Kakoi-To cKJaj.

— Ckuan yero?! Merannonoma?!

HoBblit COTpYIHUK CO CTpaHHON (haMWIMel nepelarHysa yepe3 TpyIl
M OKa3aJicsl BHYTPH.
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— Cxkopo nipuenet Cepreii b4 1 CKaxXeT, a s B XO3SICTBEHHBIX TTOMe-
ILIEHUsIX HEe OYeHb pa30oupaloch... — OHa TPEBOXKHO 3arjisiHyJIa BHYTPb. —
[Mocnymaiite, kak Bac Tam!.. Tyna Helb3s1, BbI UTO, HE coobpaxkaeTe coBcem?!

— Ha, na, — 0TO3BaJICS U3HYTPU JaBEIIHWI MOJOYMHBIN. — I ceituac.

ITouemy-T0 HU JINTOBYEHKO, HY OXpPAaHHMK He 0Opalllav Ha HEro HUKaKo-
TO BHUMaHMUsI, BOTHOBAIUCH TOJIbKO Exkatepuna IletpoBHa co CTpeliHeBbIM.

Bripouem, uTo 3a neo MoOXeT ObITh Bafesblly U3MaTeIbCTBa, Aa eIl
B ITOA0OHBIX OOCTOSITENILCTBAX, 10 KAKOTO-TO TaM Mpa3aHolaTatoiierocs!..

— Vnap-T1o, — cebe 1moa Hoc MpoOOPMOTal OXpaHHUK, — TIPSIMO B Te-
yeHb. ToyHexoHbKO. [llaHCOB HUKaKUX.

— Hox?

— Hox. 1 Takoii... HempocToii HoX, [1aBen Hukomaesuu. Pyyka Bunute
Kakas?..

Exarepuna IleTpoBHa 130 Bcex CHJI OTBOpauMBajach OT HOXa, BBITSI-
rMBajia LIelo, MbITAsICh ONIPEIeIUTD, YTO JeJacT B KOMHATe HOBBIM COTPY/I-
Huk. Eif oueHb X0TeN0Ch BHIMECTUTh Ha KOM-HUOYIb COOCTBEHHBIE YXKacC
U O6eccuine, U 3TOT TUM MOAXOAU KaK HeJb3sl JTydllle.

— Ilocnymaiite, yTo BaM TaMm HY>XHO?! Beixonute orryna! Bel pa3se He
3HaeTe, YTO 10 NMpUe31a MUJIULIMKA HUYETrO HeJlb3sl TporaTh!

HoBblii COTpYIHUK HE OT3BIBAJICS, a TIEPECTYNMUTh yepe3 Tpyn ExarepruHa
IleTpoBHa He pelanack. B Tosne y Hee 3a CIIMHOI TPOU3OILIIO ABVKEHUE,
BAPYT BCE HEOXUITAHHO TPOMKO 3arOBOPWJIM, 3allIeBEJIUIUCH, U JINTOBYEHKO
BECh MTEPEKOCUIICS:

— DOtoro ewe He xBatano! f xe mpocun! Exatepuna I[lerpoBHa!

TToxunast famMa co BCTPEBOXEHHBIM JIMLIOM OBICTPO TOIOIIIA U yXBaTHIa
BJIafieNiblia U3MaTebCTBA 32 PyKaB.

— AnnHa MocudosHa, 3aueM Bbl npuiiin? — OH MOJIOXKWI CBOIO JIANOHb
Ha ee HaMaHUKIOPEHHbIE MATbYMKU, CJIerKa MoXKaJl ¢ OCTOPOXXHbBIM U HEXXHBIM
yBaxxeHueM. — He ctout Ha 310 cMoTpeTh. Celiuac npreaeT MUWIMIIUS, a Bbl
TOKa BO3Bpallaitech B KaOUHET. BOT... rocrioxka MutpodaHoBa Bac mpoBOINUT.

l'ocroxxa MutpodaHoBa monanach BIiepesd, AEMOHCTPUPYS TMOJHYIO
TOTOBHOCTH IIPOBOXKAThH CTAPYIIKY B KAOWHET.

— IlaBen, — otueT/IMBO BbhiroBopusia AHHa MocrdoBHa, — Thl TIOHU-
Maelllb, YTO 3TO O3Havaet?..

OTO ObUIO CKa3aHO TAKMM TOHOM, UTO JIIOAW BOKPYT CMOJIKJIU, CJIOBHO
1o KOMaHje.

— 4 3aiimy K BaM, KaK TOJBKO pa3depych 31ech, — TS €il B I1a3a,
noo6eian JIutoBueHKo. — A ceituac mpoiiy Bac!..
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OHa cocpenoTOYeHHO KMBHYJIa, OTLIENMJIACh OT €ro pyKu, cliejaa iar —
BCE pacCTyNUJIUCh, JaBasi eil Topory, — BAPYT MOBEPHYJIACh U OCTAHOBUB-
LIMMCS B3IJISII0OM IIOCMOTpEia Ha JIyXKy KPOBHU.

— Hac xe npenynpexnani, — Kak OyATO yIMBJIEHHO MpoOopMoTaia
OHAa U cTajla BaJUThCsl Ha OOK.

OxpaHHMK TTOACKOYMJI U TIoAaepka ee, JINTOBYEHKO YTO-TO 3a0paJ Ipo
Bpaya, Hayajach CyMaToXa, U B 3TOI CyMaTOXe HOBBIM COTPYIHUK UCYE3 U3
KOMHAaThI C TPYNIOM, KakK OyJTO €ro u He ObLIO.

Bcero HeoTBeueHHBIX BBI30BOB 0Ka3aJIoCh MATHaAUATL. Tpu ot Jamm,
JIBa OT MaTepH, a OCTAJIbHbIE JE€CATh HOMEPOB HU O YEM €MY HE TOBOPWIIMU.

Marepu OH Nepe3BOHUI Cpasy.

— Kak TBo#1 nepBblii padbounit AeHb? Kak 1e6s1 npuHsiun?

Emy crano cmeniHo.

— Jla Bce otnnuHo. [TpuHsmu ¢ pacnpocTepThiMu 00bATUSIMU. CKazamu,
YTO TOJbKO MEHS U XKIaJu.

— AJieKc, 4TO ONsITh CAYYUIOCh?!

— IMouemy cnyunnocs? Y mouemy onsith?

— IToTomy uTO ¢ TOGOIT BCce BpeMs YTO-TO ciydyaercs!

— Mam, — MopIach OTTOro, YTo BOAa C 30HTA JIMJIACH MPSIMO €My
B OOTUHOK, cKa3al oH, — Bce xopoio. YectHo. [IpaBna, Tam neTeKTUB
KaKOM-TO... IeHCTBUTEIBHO CIIYYMJICSI, HO OH HE UMeeT KO MHE OTHOILIEHMSI.

Kak pa3 nerekTuB MMesl K HEMY HEINOCPEACTBEHHOE OTHOIIEHUE, HO
TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM MaTepu oH He cTtajl. OH BOOOIIIe TO U IeJI0 HENOToBapU-
BaJI, BpaJl, MI3BOPAYMBAIICS — OCOOCHHO B TTOCIeTHEE Bpemst!

— Kakoii... getektuB? — onemniia Math. — KoTophlii Ha 6ymare nuca-
TeJIb MUIIET WIX YTO-TO HA CAMOM JieJie TTPOU3OIII0?

— Ilpousoluia geTeKTUBHAs UCTOPUSI, MaM, — 00ApPO MPOUHOOPMU-
poBait oH. — Sl TeGe ceituac He Oyay paccKasblBaTh, JagHO?

Marb B3noxHya. CbIHOBHEE YIIPSIMCTBO OBLIO €l XOPOIlIO U3BECTHO.

— Hy 1 He pacckasbiBaii, He O4EHb-TO U XOTEJIOCh!.. A YXKMHATh pUEACIIb?

— WM yxuHatb 51 He npueny.

— BpenHuuaeliib? — ocBeOMUIACH OHA.

— Ipocto He mpueny. — OH HUKaAK HE MOT COOOPA3UTh, UTO HYKHO
caenarb, YToObl B OOTMHOK JIMJIO HE TaK CUJIbHO. — YXe MO3[HO, a MHE
3aBTpa Ha paboTy.

— BT0 XOpOoIIOo, CHIHOK, — BAPYT CKa3ajla MaTh C CUJIONH. — DTO OYeHb
Xopo11o, 4yTo Tede Ha paboTy! CKOIBKO BpeMEHHU Thl 0€3 paboThI Mpocuaen?..
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— Mawm, s Tebe 3aBTpa MO3BOHIO, — OBICTPO mnepedus oH. — Thl HU
0 YeM He BOJIHYICS.

— Torpa, Moxer, 3aBTpa ¢ Jameii npuenere? ByneM mupoko orMedaThb
TBOM BbIXOI Ha paboTy.

AJiexc 3Hajl, OH M 3aBTpa He MPUEIET TOXe, HO COBpaJl, UTO MpUEeT.
Bwmecte ¢ Jlammeit.

Jaiire oH nepe3BaHUBaTh HE CTall.

[TyTb eMy nIpencTosit HeOIM3KUIT — METPO, IBE TIepecaaku, TOTOM aBTO-
OycoM cpeiv TPOMaHBIX, 1O CBUHLIOBBIX HEOEC, UETOBEUECKUX YIbeB, HAOM-
HEHHBIX TOJIOCAMU, CTpaxaMu, 3JI0CThIO, PAIOCThIO, YCTAIOCTHIO, YHBIHUEM,
HaJeXI0M, 3aBUCThIO, 10OPOTOI, Oe3pasnuurieM. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ KITyOsIIIeeCst
MECUBO BHYTPH YJIbeB, KaK OyATO OHO KJIYOMJIOCh Y HETO BHYTPU, UyXKUE
SMOLIMY JAaBWJIA Ha MO3T, He JaBaJiv TIOKOsI, OYAWIM €To 10 HoYaM.

Jaia yTBep:kaajia, YTo OH CyMacIleIIIniA.

Bce oHU B pa3Hoe BpeMsl XKU3HU YBEPSUIM €ro, UTO OH CyMacIleuii!..
W HacTaqm MOMEHT, KOTJa OH MOYTH MOBEPUJI B 3TO.

OH 6peJt BIOJb FPOMATHOTO 3IaHUs U3AATebCTBA «A(DaBUT» U yroBa-
puBaJ cedsl HE JyMaTb O COOCTBEHHOM IOMEIIATENbCTBE. 30HT TO U JIEJI0
LIeTUISUICS 32 BETKM CTapbIX JIUI, KOTOPbIE B 3TOI YacTU MOCKBBI ITOYEMY-TO
el He YCITeJU BBIPYOUTD, M XOJIOAHBIE KaIlIu Taav Ha JINIO U BOJIOCHI,
CTEKaJIM 32 BOPOTHUK. B OOTMHKeE XJtonano, ¥ OH TOYHO 3HaJl, YTO Ha3a-
BTpa OyIeT IJIOX U MPOCTYKEH.

OH Bcerna npocTyXaJcsi, CTOUIO TOJbKO MPOMOYMTh HOTH. Jlaiiia roBo-
puiia — HeXeH, aku KpacHa JaeBuiial..

HTak, Bce cayamioch cpasy Xe, Kak TOJIbKO OH MepecTyu TOpor 13-
JaTeNbCTBA. Y HEro naxe He 0Ka3ajoChb BpeMEHU, YTOObI MTOATOTOBUTLCS,
a TOATOTOBUTHLCS CJIeI0BasIO Obl!..

OH BCIOMHUJI MEPTBOTO YeJIOBEeKa, JIY>KY YEPHOI KPOBU IMOJ HUM —
YacTb JIYXKU YI0J13aa Mo MeTaIMYeCKUil Kad — U pacTepsTHHBIX JIIOAEH,
TonnuBiInxcs B Kopuaope. Emne Obl!.. Takue rnpouciecTBysl, Kak MpaBuio,
He MPOMCXOIAT B JOOPOMOPSIAOUHBIX YUPEXKACHUSIX, Aa €llle YCTPOSHHbBIX
HApOYUTO MO-EBPOMEHCKU — € MPOCTOPHBIMU CBETIBIMU KOPHIOPAMH,
MeperoBOPHbLIMI KOMHAaTaMM, 3MMHUMU CafiaMy, KaKTycCaMM Ha MOJOKOH-
HUKaX U JJIMHHOHOTMMMU AEeBYIIIKAMM, BHIIIIATUBAIOIIMMU Ha IIMUIbKaX 110
YHCTBIM JIECTHUIIAM B TTOMCKax Jy4llei nomu!

EMy moyemy-To Bcerna Kazajoch, UTO JEBYIIKU B oHcax 3aHSATHI UC-
KJTIOYMTEILHO TTOMCKAMU JIYYIIel MO U YK HUKaK He paboToii, KaKoit
Obl OHa HU OblLial..
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Kem 6b11 morn6IINiA, TaK U HEe YAAJIOCh YCTAHOBUTD, IO KpaitHeil Mepe,
AJIeKC MOHST 3TO U3 pa3roBopa MutpodaHoBOi U TOrO, BTOPOTO, KOTOPbIIA,
KaxeTcs1, COOMpaJicsl CXBaTUTh €T0 3a IIMBOPOT B Kopuaope. MutpodaHoBa
TrOBOpMJIa TPOMKO Y 3aMOJI4aJia, TOJIbKO KOTra 0OHApYXWJia, YTO OH, AJIeKC,
BO3UTCS MOOJIM30CTU CO CBOEI BEUHO OTKPBIBAIOILECSI CYMKOI U CIIBILIUT
KaxJoe ee CJ0Bo.

— ...OTKyJ1a OH BooO11Ie B3suics, BOT 3aragka! ITo (poTo ero HUKTO He OIo-
3Has. Hurme HeT 0 HeM CBeJicHUIT — HU B HAIlIeM OT/esIe KaapoB, HU Y CMEX-
HukoB! Hy, He ¢ yJIUILIbI 3kKe OH MpUILIE MpsIMO B 3ToM KoMOuHe3oHe! M y Hac
B M3IATeJIbCTBE €ro BOT TaK cpasy MbIpHYIU HoxkoMm?! Hy Tak ke He ObIBaeT!

Bropoii cornaniaincs, noanakuBai, KuBaj, a MOTOM OHU YBUJAIU AJleK-
ca, 3aMoJTYaJIM Kak I10 KOMaH/e U OIWH 3a APYTMM BBICKOUWIM Ha YIIUILY,
CJIOBHO OOSIJTACK... YTO OH MOJOMAET M KaK-TO CKOMITPOMETHUPYET UX CBOUM
npuUcyTcTBrEeM. Bpose Obl OH He BHOJIHE MPUINYHbINA YETOBEK, 4To Ju!..

BripoueM, €ro sTo He MOJKHO KacaThCsl.

Y Hero ecTb 3a1aya, U OH CHEJAET BCE, YTOOBI €€ PEIIUTh.

W3 mact METpPO CUIBLHO M PABHOMEPHO TSIHYJIO TETUIBIM ChIPHIM BO3MY-
XOM, MaxHYIIUM MalIMHHBIM MacjiOM U 4eJIOBEYECKO! TOIMOMN, OH CyHYI
MOJ MBILIKY MOKPBIil 30HT U CTaJl CIIYCKAaThCs B MPEUCIOIHION.

...CtpaHHO Bce.

CTpaHHO, YTO YOUTOIO Tak M He ono3Haju. CTpaHHO, YTO HUKTO U3
clyXallluX He MpU3HaJd B HEM 3HAKOMOTO, U — O0OJIbllle TOro! — HUKTO
W HUKOTJAA €ro paHblle He Buaes. Bripouyem, MOXeT ObITb, 3TO KakK pa3
BCKOpE BBISICHUTCSI, KOTJA OMPOCST BCeX, KTO UMeJ AOCTYM B 3MaHUE, —
He TOJIbKO CAHTEXHUKOB Y IBOPHUKOB, HO 3JICKTPUKOB, YOOPIIIUKOB, IO~
COOHBIX paboOUMX, peMOHTHUKOB, JTU(TEPOB, CaJOBHMKOB. 3a KaKTycaMu
HaBepHsIKa KTO-TO yxaxkuBaja! M HUYero HeT yIMBUTEILHOTO B TOM, YTO
B OTIEJIe KaapoB 3TOT YEJIOBEK HE 3aperucTpupoBaH. Ero Tam u ObITH He
MOXET, €CJIM OH NPUXOAUJ, K IpUMepy, pa3 B Mecsll U MEHSJT BO BCeX
COpTUpAaX JJaMITOYKHU WU MPOTHUPAJ JIUCThS Y (UKYCOB!

CTpaHHO, YTO YOWJIU cpenu GeJia IHST — 3ape3alii, Kak B IJIOXOM cepualie!
B xopunope, Tie B 100yI0 MMHYTY MOTJIM OKa3aThCsI CTyYaitHbIe CBUACTE !

M yx coBceM HEMOHSITHO, YTO UMEHHO €My IMOHaI00MI0Ch B 9TOI KOM-
HaTe, 3aCTaBJIEHHO XXeJIe3HbIMU IKadaMu.

Hackonbko Aniekc MOT CyAuThb, B Hee MOCJe PEMOHTA CTalllUIUd BCe
crapoe 000pyqoBaHUE — HepabOTaIOUIUe CepBEPhl, CTOMKU U MIKabbI 11
MOHMTOPOB BUAcoHa00neHus1. Bce 370 ObL10 MbLIbHOE, OPOIIEHHOE U YK
TOYHO JIaBHO HE UCIOJb3yeMoe. 3a4eM ero Tyaa MoHecao?..
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Ha, n 6otuHku! BoT B yem riiaBHasi CTpaHHOCTB!

BcnoMHUB 1po 60TMHKM, AJIeKC MOLIeBeI COOCTBEHHBIMU MalblaMU
B COOCTBEHHOM MOKPOM OOTHMHKE UM IIMBITHYJI HOCOM, IIPOBepsIsl, 3a001e
OH Y€ WUJIU ellle HeT.

IToka 61O HesCHO.

N ynap HOXXOM — TOYHO pacCUMTaHHBINA, KaK cKa3ajiud Obl B TOM Xe
JieleBOM cepuaie, podeccuoHanbHblil. MHTEpecHO, cpenu COTpYIHUKOB
AHHbI Mocu@oBHBI €CTh TPOPECCUOHATBHBIE KWIIJIEPHI UJIU XOTS Obl pabOT-
HUKMU CHELCTYXKO0?..

Kak mioxo, yTo oH He ycrea nmoarotoButbest! Kak HeymauHo, TJIyIIO
ondTh Bbiuio! M yenosek noruo.

IMoe3n cuabHO KauHYJIO0, U KaKON-TO HsAbKa B KOXAHOU KypTKe Tak
MpUHAJIET Ha HEro, 4To AJIEKC 00EMMU pyKaMM CXBaTUJICS 3a MOPYYECHb.
IToe3n onaTh KauHyso, AsiAbKA MOYTH MOBAIWJICS, U HA OTOT pa3 AJlekc
TKHYJICSI B IOPYYEHb JIOOM — OIIYTUMO.

— IlpocTu, napeHb, — MpobOpPMOTAI As1AbKa, OOPETS yCTOMYMBOCTD, —
KaK CKOTOB BO3ST, YeCCJIOBO!..

.../ ellie TaM SIBHO 4TO-TO Jiexkasio. Ha onHoi M3 MeTaITMYeCKUX MOJIOK,
3aBaJIEHHBIX MTPOBOAAMU U MTPOYMM XJIaMOM, TbUIb ObLJIa TO JIM CTEPTA, TO
JIA BTOPOITSIX CMaxHYTa, KaK €CJIv ObI ¢ MOJIKU CASPHYIN KaKOR-TO MpeaMeT
BpPOJI€ 3aMMMCHON KHUXXKU WJIM KOHBEpTA.

MHTepecHo, 3aMeTUIIN 3TO MPUEXABILNUE COTPYAHUKU MUIULIMYU WIXA HET?..

CrpanHo. Kak Bce cTpaHHO H... yrpoxarolie.

AJieKC He MOT JOMYCTUTb, YTOOBI UTO-TO yrpoxkano AHHe MocudoBHe.

C Heii ObI HY>KHO TTOTOBOPHTH, HO CETOIHSI 3TO HUKAK HE BO3MOXKHO,
Jla U 3aBTpa OH BPSIA JIU CYMEET K Hell mpoOUuThes!

..." eme ata Tetka — Hanexxna KysbMuHMUHA, KaxeTcs, — OOHapyKUB-
mast Tpyn. Kak oHa Tam okasajnachk, B 3ToM Kopunope? Hackonbko Ajekc
TOHSLT, KOPUAOP HUKY/IA He BelleT, 3aKaHUMBAETCsI IBEPbIO HA YEPHYIO JIECT-
HUILy, KOTOpasi JaBHbIM-JaBHO HE UCIOJIb3YETCs U MPOCTO 3aKOJI0UEHA, KaK
3TO 4YacTo ObIBaeT B CTapbIX AoMax. 3aueM ee Tyna noHecsao?.. TyaneTsl 3a
VIJIOM, Y TU(TOB, a B 3TOM KOPHUIOPE TOJBKO XO3SIMCTBEHHbIE KOMHATEHKU
BpOJE BEHTWISITOPHBIX U KJIaJOBbIX!..

Mpbicib Bce BpeMsi Bo3Bpallajiach K OTHOMY U TOMY Xe — He 3ps aiia
yTBEpXAayia, 4To OH cyMacieauii! OH gyMal «Io Kpyry» — Tpymn, O0TUH-
KU, CTepTasi Mbljib, KOPUAOP, U OMSTh CHayasIa.

ABTOOYyCa 10JIro He ObLIO, AJIEKC CHJILHO MEpP3, YK€ OTYETIMBO OCO-
3HaBasl, YTo 3a00JI€BaeT, U Ha CBOIO OKOJIMIY — KOTIa-TO eMy Mpuayma-
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JIOCh OKOJIMIIEH Ha3bhIBaTh KOHEUHYIO OCTAHOBKY — OH MPUOBLI B MEJTKOM
TeMmnepaTypHoM o3HoOe. ['amocTh Kakasl.

B cymepkax oH rnouyTu Hu4ero He Buaei. Ha cBeTy u B TeMHOTE elle Tyna-
clola, a B cyMepKax CJeIHYJI, Kak KpoT. OTa 0COOEHHOCTb 3peHUsl UMea
KakKoe-TO HaydyHOe Ha3BaHUe, Jaxe JOBOJIbHO MO3TUYECKOEe, HO OH 3Hal,
YTO HUYETO TTOSTUYHOTO B OTOM HET, «KypHHasl CIIEIIOTa», Ja U TOJBKO!..
30HT OTKpPBIBaTh HE CTaJjl, epedpasics yepe3 J0pory U 3aliarai BIOJb Oue-
pPEAHOrO TPOMAIHOTO — J10 HEOEC, C KOTOPBIX BCE JIUJIO! — YEJIOBEYECKOTO
VJIbSI B CTOPOHY CBOETO J0Ma.

3a CIMHOM aKKypaTHO CKPMITHYJIM TOpMO3a, U AJieKC mepebpayicss Ha
Tpotyap. [To HeMy cienoBaio ABUTATLCSI OCTOPOXKHO, AaBTOMOOUIIbHBIE Pblia
ObLIY MPUTKHYTHI TTOYTHU BIUIOTHYIO K OTpaje, U UX MPUXOAUTIOCH KaK-TO
00XonuTh, a PoHAPb NABHO HE TOpPEJT.

OH noBepHYJ 3a Yroj, MUHOBaJ OCBEIIEHHbIN KBaapaT acdanbTa y arn-
TEYHOTO KPBLIbLIA, OMATh BCTYIMWI B TEMHOTY, W TYT B TOJIOBE Y HETO BAPYT
YTO-TO B30PBAJIOCH C TAKOW CUJION, Kak OyATO B30pBaJCsS MO3T, U pa3doui
KOCTH, U (POHTAHOM BBLIETET HAPYXKY.

AJiexc ynas Ha KOJIeHU, 00XBaTUB pyKaMU JIOITHYBIIIYIO TOJIOBY, HO €T0
MOAOPOCUIIO BBEPX, U OT CJIEAYIOILETro yaapa MokKa3ajaoch, YTO pa3opBaioch
cepaiie. CMHOM OH yrofui Ha METAJUIMYECKYIO OTPAJKy, HO TYT €T0 cracia
cymkal.. CyMKa ocTajlach Ha OrpaxkIeHUM, a OH TMepPeKaTUICS Ha NETCKYIO
TJIOIIANKY M BCTaJl HAa KOJIEHU, XpUIlSd U Kauuisis. M30 pTa 4To-TO TEeKJo,
U AJiekc ycresa nmoaymaTb, YTO OYeHb HEKPAacuBO, KOTAa TeyeT M30 pTa,
M 3TO HAJ0 KaK-TO OCTAHOBUTD.

Jajee oH MOYTH HAYETO HEe TIOMHMJI M HE MOT COTIPOTUBJISITLCST, TTOTOMY
YTO HE MOHUMAJ, YeMY U KOMY CONPOTUBIISATbCS, U MUDP BOKPYT BCTal Ha
IBIOBI, ¥ 0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OH COCTOUT TOJIbKO M3 AOXIIS, TlecKa U 3araxa
ero, Ajiekca, KpOBHU.

IToToM eMy mpumepeluiIach rpomMaaHas yepHas cobaka WU BOJK
C TOPSILIUMU TJ1a3aMU, U YeH-TO MENJIEHHBIN U BI3KUI roJI0C, MSITKO TOJIK-
HYBILIMICSA B JIONTHYBILIME OapabaHHbIE MePENOHKU, CKa3al HaJl HUM TTOYTH
JIaCKOBO:

— He ne3b He B cBoe nenol..

C yrpa nopanbiie Exarepuna [lerpoBHa Bei3Basia HauaabHuKa I T-otnena
M YBOJIWJIA €TO.

He oxupaBiimit Hu4ero mogo6HOro, HauaIbHUK KaK TITIOXHYJICS B Kpec-
JI0, TaK W OCTAJICA B HEM CUIECTb.
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Co cBoero Mecta ExkatepuHa IleTpoBHa BUIeIa HeJlENO Topyalue 13
Kpecia IKMHCOBbIE KOJIEHU, a MPSIMO Hall HUMMU TiepenyraHHbIe 11a3a.

— Jla, HoO... 1 He MOHMMAI0 HUYero!..

EkaTepuHa cMoTpesia Ha HEro rmoBepx OYKOB — (PUPMEHHBII MpUeM,
3HAKOMBII BCEMY M3IATEJIbCTBY.

IToTom BBIpOBHSsIIa miepea co0oi 1 6e3 TOTro MaeaabHYI0 CTONKY OyMmar,
cliernusa pykKu B 3aMOK U MPOU3HECIIA CYyXO:

— U3BosbTe, 51 00bsIiCHIO. Bbl momycTuim yreuky uHdopMaiimu, a s ode-
111aj1a, YTO YBOJIIO TOTO, KTO €€ JonycTUT. BOT 1 Bce. Bbl yBOsIeHBI.

— Ekarepuna [leTpoBHa, — 3a00pMoOTan HaYaJIbHUK, KOJICHU 3a/1BUTra-
JIUCh, OH KO€-KaK BhIOpaJiCcsl U3 Kpecia U NpeacTal rnepe Hel, MprxXumas
K I'pyIU KyJlaKu, — €CJI Bbl O TOM, 4TO (DOTO HaIlllero yOUTOTO BBLIOXWIU
B WHET...

— Cromn, — niepedbuna MutpoganoBa, — uto Bel HeceTe?! Kakoro takoro
Haiero?! Moxer, OH U Balll, HO yX TouHO He Haul! Ero B u3gaTenbcTBe
HUKOTIJa He BUAEJIU, U OH 3[IeChb paHbllie He Obul. 1 Mbl 06 3TOM 3asiBUIIU
munuiuu! S ny6aMyHO Beex mpeayrnpeania oo yBOJIbHEHUU, ecianu GoTo-
rpacum nosBsaTcs B UHTepHeTe. Bam uTo-TO HesicHO?..

HavanbHuK oTnena Mopraa AJIUHHBIMU, Kak OyITO HaKpallleHHbIMU
pECHULIAMU, W BUI y HETO OBUT 10 CTPAaHHOCTH pacTepsiHHBIN. ExaTtepuHe
IleTpoBHe Haxke Ha CEKYHJIY CTajJo €ro Xalb.

Hy uro ¢ Hero Bo3bpMenin?.. Heuero ¢ Hero 6pats!.. Jlypauok mpocTo...
Kak 9TO roBopuTcs... monai noa pasnavy! Ekatepuna IleTpoBHa, Kak pyko-
BOJUTENb, OTJIMYHO 3HaJa, YTO OOEIIaHUS CIeOYET AepKaTh, a YTPO3bl BbI-
MOJIHATh HEYKOCHUTEJIbHO. YTOOBI BCE 3HAIN: O0EIIalu MPEMUI0 — AaayT,
YIPOXKajiu YBOJUTh — YBOJISIT.

[To-npyromy c¢ moapbMu Hennb3sl. OHU TTO-APYTOMY HE TIOHUMAIOT.

— Exarepuna IlerpoBHa, 310 Xe He s1 (pororpacduu BbuioXua! Hy,
eii-0ory, 3To Jaxe CTpaHHO!..

— MHe HarieBaTh, KTO MIMEHHO MX BbUTOXWJ, — OTYEKaHWJIA OHA. —
W3-3a HUX MOIHSUICS 1IIyM, TOTO U [JISIAW SHTIBIIIHUKY HATPSIHYT CO CBOUM
paccienoBanueM! M s ¢ pyKoBOACTBOM OOBSICHSITBCSI HE XeJjlalo, KTO TaM
BUHOBAT. Bbl 0TBeyaeTe 3a mporpaMMHoe obecrieueHue B u3narenbctse. M 3a
HMHTepHeT B ToM uncie. Bbl jonycTuiam yTeuky, ¢ Bac U CIpoc.

— He nomyckan s Hukakoii yreuku! — 3aopan HayanbHUK IT-otnena
tak, yto ExatepuHa IleTpoBHa 4yTb-4yTh CTpyxHyJda. — Jla aTu ¢HOTKH,
cKopee Bcero, KTO-TO C JOMAITHEero KoMIbioTepa oTnpaBui! Het Huuero
npoiue! 4 xe He oTBevalo 3a JoMallHUe KOMIbIOTephI!
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— Bbl oTBevaeTe 3a mporpaMMHoe obecrieueHue, — noBropuiaa Mutpo-
(baHOBa, — U GoJIbIIIE 1 HUYETO 3HATh HE XKeJlalo.

HauvanbHMK oTaena 3aMoTajl TOJI0BOM, 1M el moKa3ajaoch, YTO OH ceil-
yac WJIM pacriayercs, Uiy 3aTornaeT HoraMM, Kak OCKOpOJeHHbIA MasibIlil
B NIECOYHMUILIE.

— 41 He 3aHMMalOCH (DWIBLTPAMHU, BbI UTO, He TToHUMaeTe?! Kak s mory
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, YTO U KTO UMEHHO BbIKJIanbiBaeT B UHTEpHET?!

OHa MomHsIach, YMEepIINCh KylaKaMi B MAEATLHO POBHYIO CTOIKY
OyMaru Ha cToJie.

— Bot 3a 310, — cKa3ana oHa, Kak eMy 10Ka3ajoch, C yIOBOJIbCTBUEM, —
s1 Bac M yBOJIbHSIIO! 3a TO, UTO Bbl HUYETO HE CITOCOOHBI KOHTPOJMPOBATH!
Bbl cBOOOIHBI.

— S1 Ha Bac B cyd mojaM, — BBITIATWI OBIBIIMI HAYaJIbHWUK, W TOJIOC
Yy HEro IporHyJ, — Bbl MpaBa HE UMEETE.

— IlopasaiiTe, — pa3peimia oHa. — JIMUHO SI COBETYIO BaM HamlucaTh
«IT0 COOCTBEHHOMY 3KeJIaHWIO», BIIPOYEM, KaK XOTUTE.

— ... g4... xk AHHe MocudosHe noiimy!

OHa noxasia rjie4yaMu.

BceM B mM3maTenabcTBe OBLIO XOPOIIO M3BECTHO, YUTO TeHepasibHas
OUPEKTpUcCa MapCTBYeT, HO He MpaBUT. HUKaKuX cepbe3HBIX PEeIIeHUN
OHa HUKOTJAa He MpUHUMaja U HU 3a YTO HE OoTBeyasa. EMMHCTBEH-
HBIM MCKJIIOUEHHEM CTaJl HEBECTh OTKYy/Aa B3SIBIIMICS 3aMECTUTENb CO
CTpaHHOM hamMuJIMel U 60JbHBIMU TJIa3aMU, HO C HUM JI€JIO SIBHO HEUU-
cro. ExatepuHa [leTpoBHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa MOABOX MPSIMO-TaKU CIIMHHBIM
MO3TOM.

ITonBox u yrpo3sy.

MuHyT 4epe3 HecsiTh MOCJe TOTO, KaK YBOJEHHBI KOMITBIOTEPHBII
HayvyaJIbHUK BBIKATUJICS U3 ee KabuHeTa, mo3BoHU CTpelIHeB U CIIPOCUI
OCTOPOKHO, HE MOTOPOIUIACH JIM OHA.

— Ho 1ebs yxe nobpancsa? — ocBegomuiiach Exarepuna IletpoBHa
paBHOnyIIHO. — Calll, 06paTHO 51 €ro He BO3bMY.

— J1a OH TYT HU TPU YeM coBceM!

— Kakas Ham pasHuiia?! Camoe riaaBHoe, 4T00 IpyriuM HEMOBaaHO ObLIO.
OcobeHHO 3TUM BceM OjiorepaM, «OQHOKJIACCHUKAM» U KOTOPhIE «BKOH-
takTe»! CrraceHusT HUKaKoTro HET OT HUX.

CtpellHeB MoMoJJal.

— A paboTtaTb KTO OyneT? — OCBEAOMUJICSI OH ycTajno. — MbI 3aBTpa
3aMeHy eMy He HaiineM, a y Hac crietuduka oyas 3mopoB! OH Beab 3a Bce
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BHYTPEHHUE MTPOrpaMMbl OTBEUAET, U 3a XKeJie30 Toxe! Y Teds1 3aBTpa KoM-
MbIOTEP HAKPOETCS, KTO €ro 0yaeT YNHUTD?

— PykoBomuTeb OTaeIa MHE €T0 HUKOTIa He YMHUJI, a COTPYIHUKU BCe
Ha MecTe ocTaHyTcsl. — OHa roBopuiia, NpUXUMas TieuoM TPYOKY K yXy,
M MpOoCcMaTpUBaIa TOJBKO UYTO MpUcaaHHbIi rpaduk. Cynbba KOMIbIOTEP-
HOTO HayaJIbHMKA [epecTalla €€ MHTEPECOBATh, KaK TOJIbKO OH BHICKOUMJI 3a
nBepb. — Kpome Toro, y Hero 3aMecTuTe b €CTh, HACKOJIBbKO 51 TOMHIO. BoT,
3HAYUT, 3aMECTUTENb U OyIEeT 3aMelaTh. A UTO TaM ¢ OTrpy3kamu B TBepu?..

— KatepuH, moroau Tbl ¢ OTrpy3KamMu!..

— MHe Hekorna rooguTh, — OTYeKaHWJIa OHa. — Y MeHs ITPOU3BOJICTBO,
a He MHCTUTYT OsaropoaHbix AeBull! M s He xody, 4YTOOBI MO U3AATENb-
CTBY, a TeM OoJiee o MHTepHeTy XOouu Besikve rankue ciryxu. [loruomii
He Halll, KaK OH CloJa IornaJi, HEeM3BECTHO, IeJIOM 3aHUMACTCS MUJTULIMS.
Touka. Tak uTo ¢ oTrpy3kamu?..

DTO 03HAaYaJI0 — Pa3rOBOP OKOHYEH.

CrpelliHeB, Ha TOM KOHIIE TeJe(POHHOM JMHUY BbIBOAUBLIUMI HA JTUATTY-
yeil XeaToii OyMaxKe CJIIOBO «CyKa», YKPAaCWI €ro LIBETOYKOM M C CUJION
MPWIEeNWI B CaMblii IEHTP MOHUTOPA.

Cyka U ecCTb.

Elie Hen3BecTHO, KTO TOoraa, B AeHb youiicTa, JINTOBUEHKO BbI3Ba!..
Ecnu ExarepuHa, 3Ha4uUT, €CTb UTO-TO TaKoe, 0 yeM oH, CTpeliHeB, naxe
He J0rafbIBaeTCsl, U 5TO OIMACHO.

Eciu oHa pemmiaach MO3BOHUTDH BJIAAEbIly, 3HAYUT, MOJOXEHUE AeJ
B U3ATEJIbCTBE BCEPbE3 UBMEHWIOCh, U CTpellHEB TOKEH ObLT 00 3TOM
3HaTh, 4 OH He 3HaJl.

OnacHo. O4yeHb OMacHo.

W ¢ HOBBIM 3aMecTUTeIeM ICHOCTU HUKaKoi. OH MOSBUJICS B U3IaTeb-
CTBE OIMH pa3, B IeHb YOUICTBa, U C TeX NOP O HEM HU CIyXy HU NIyXY,
a TIPOIIJIO YK€ HECKOJIbKO THE.

Otkyzna oH BooO11ie B3suics?..

AHHa MocudoBHa HUKOTO HE MpUHUMAJa M, Mo clayXaM, Hegomorasa
B CBOEM 3arOpPOIHOM JIOME — apUCTOKpAaTKa, YTO ¢ Hee BO3bMEIb! — U HU-
KaKUX pa3bsICHEHUI HAcUeT 3aMECTUTENS CAeNaHO He ObLIO.

Munuuust MOKpyTUIACh Ha MeCTe MPECTYTUIEHUS JOBOJBHO BSUIO, MEXKIY
npoyuM!.. IMUHOCTh YOUTOTO TaK U HE YCTAHOBWIM, OTKYJA OH B3SUICS, HE
pazobpanuch, CHSIM KaKMe-TO MToKa3aHUs U TOXe KaK B BOAy KaHysu!..

Hewmuoro noroBopus ¢ EkaTepuHoii mpo oTrpy3ku, CTpelllHeB OTOapaT
OT MOHUTOPA XKENTYI0 OYyMaXKy C IIBETOYKOM U CJIOBOM «CyKa» — OT Ipexa
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nonabliie, foHecYyT MuTpogaHOBOI, XJIOMOT He o0epelIbCst! — 1 3aayM-
YUBO CXKET ¢ B TCIeIbHUIIE.

0O6a oHU MpeObIBaIN B OMMHAKOBOI JOKHOCTU — 3aMECTUTEIIN TeHe-
paIbHOM TUPEKTPHUCHI, TO €CTh HemoMoTaloIeit HerHae AHHB MocndoBHBI.
Bot Tenepb u TpeTHili K HUM IT00aBUIICS, TOXE 3aMECTUTENIb, MHTEPECHO,
TIe eT0 OTKOIaan?

BocemHanauathlii «IepBblii BULIE-TIPEMbEP», MPUITOMHUIACH €My Ka-
Kas-TO AABHSS TMOJUTHYECKAs IIMUJIbKA, TMOAMYIIEHHAs XypHaIUCTaMu
B aZpec CIUIITKOM Pa3IyToro TOCyIapCTBEHHOTO arliapara.

DTOT caMblif TpETUli 3aMeCTUTENIb — KOCTh B ropJie! [lo mociaeaHero
BpEMEHM WX U ObUIO Tpu, HO Bammm BecenoBckmil yBomiIcs, na eiie He
MPOCTO TaK, a CO CKaHIAJIOM, KOTODPBI, MpaBaa, OBICTPO 3aMsUIN. 3aueM
OITSITh TIOHAMOOMIICST TPETUIA 3aMeCTUTeNb, KOrna oHU BaBoeM ¢ ExkaTtepu-
HOW IIpeKpacHO PYyKOBOIMIIN M3MATeILCTBOM Bce mocienHee Bpemst! U mero
MPOLIBETAET, M COBOKYITHBIE TUPAXKU PACTYT, M aBTOPBI MUIIIYT, U KHUKHbBIE
PO3HMYHBIE CETU CYACTIMBBI — MOXET, He BCe M He IO KOHIIA, HO CYacT-
JIUBHI ke!..

JIuToBYeHKO ux paboToii Bcerna ObLT J0BOJIeH. Toraa 3aueM TpeTuii?..
U kto ero HazHauun?! [upekTpuca, KOTopass HUKOTAA B XXU3HU HE MpPU-
HUMaJla HUKaKUX peIeHui?!

W uyT0 0OHa MMela B BUIY, KOTIA IIPOIIeITala Hal TPYIIOM TParunaecKu,
Kak B KuHO: «Hac xe npenynpexaanu!»?.. O yeM npenymnpexnanu?! Koro
«Hac»?! Ee u JIuroBuenko?! Ho 3T0 HEBO3MOXHO!

W cpasy nocie 3Toro oHa ynajaa B oOMopok! B camblii HacTOSIILIMIA.
OHa He urpaja Ha ITyOJIMKY M yraja HeKpacuBO, OOKOM, TIpSMO Ha PyKU
OXpaHHMKA, F00Ka 3aapajach IMOYTH HEMPWJINIHO. YIIaja OT BHIa KpoBU?
Or cTpaxa?..

TenedoH geauKaTHO MPOIMJIMKAJ TPU pasa, M CeKpeTapIia TOXe OYeHb
JEeJIMKATHO MpoliebeTana, 4To IPUBE3JIH «CUTHAIBI» — CUTHAIBHBIC 9K3EM-
TUISIPBI — 3a 9TOT MecsIl. MoxeT, Anekcannp HukomaeBid pacrmopsianTcst
IoCjIaTh 3a HUMH?

Anekcanap HukonaeBuy pacriopsiinics, HallpoTUB, HUKOTO HE MOChI-
JIaTh ¥ OTIpaBuiIcs caM. CHUTHAIbHBIC SK3eMIUISIPBI TIPUBO3MIIN Ha TISITHINA
aTax, TAe LapcTBoBaja — Ho He mpaBuiial — AHHa MocudosHa. EMy 05110
PEIIUTENIEHO HEUYero ejiaTh B KaOWHETe TUPEKTPUCHI, A eIlle B €€ OTCYT-
CTBHE, HO OH BCE-TaKU PEIIWI MOTHSTHCS — IIPOCTO TaK.

OHa 3aHMMaJIa BeCh MOCIEIHUI 3TaX, IepeAeIaHHbIN Bo ABopell. JIBo-
pell BeHYaJ U3IaTeIbCTBO, KaK KOKOITHHUK TOJIOBY PYCCKOIM KpacaBUIIHI.
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YMeH, ox, yMeH JIuToBUeHKO, MpUAyMaBIluii cede Takyto BbiBecKy! MHO-
CTpaHILIbl U YUHOBHUKM BCEX MACTEN U COPTOB MPUXOAWIN B HEOTIMCYEMBbIiA
BOCTOPT.

3aech ObLIM KapTUHBI, PE3HbIE CTOJMKU U TOJ0caThle YUITIEHAEHI0B-
CKMe IMBaHBI. 31eCh OblIa KypUTelIbHAasl, OOLINTAs aHIIMIUCKUM TyOOM
JIEBSITHAAIATOTO BeKa. 31eCh ObUI 3aJ1 TSI MPUEMOB ¢ HAOOPHBIM MAPKETOM
¥ TPOMAJHOM JIIOCTPOI, HU3BEPraBILIENcs ¢ MOTOJKA XPYCTalbHbIM BOJO-
nagoM. Ha HoBelit rog non ocTpy, B camblil LIEHTP MapKETHOM PO3ETKU,
CTaBUJIY €J1b, KOTOPYIO Be3JIU u3aaneka, u3 TBepcKoii ryOepHUM, HapsiKalu
CTapMHHBIMM HEMELIKUMU WUTPYIIKAMU W 3aKUTaJy BUTHIE KaHAEJISIOpbI
BO3JIe KAaMUHAa — YTOOBI BCE ObLIO MO-HACTOSIIEMY.

HMMenach Takke OMOIMOTEKA CO CTPEMSIHKON U YIOTHBIMU KOXaHBIMU
Kpecaamu. Y CTpeMSIHKM ObLITY JIATYHHbIE KOJIECUKHU C 000JKaMU 3€JIEHOTO
TUTIOIIa — YTOOBI HE CKPUIIENIM U He TOPTUJIM ToJia! — a B Kpecaax Jexaiu
VIOTHBIE TUIe[bl M oayuiedyku. Y 3nece Ha caMoM eJie MOXKHO ObLUIO YUTaTh
u naxe nvcatb. Mans [TonrBaHoBa, MOJOyMHAas NETEKTMBHAS aBTOPILIA, 10-
xKupasch npruema y AHHBI MocuoBHEI, TaM U nucaia no-Hacrosiemy!.. Eit
TMPUHOCWIIN KO(e, OTPOMHYIO YallIKy, Y 3a1ax, Topsiunii, OCTPhIid, MOJABUHYB
3arax KHUT, 3aMoJiHsI 0MbanoTeKky, a MaHs cunena, oaHsSIB Ha 100 OYKH,
U CTpOYMJIa TEKCT B CBOEM HOYTOYKe. BpeMs OT BpeMeHU ee CrelMaibHO
NpUrjamaim «rnopadoratb B OMOIMOTEKE» — KOIJIa MpUe3Kaau BaKHbIe
MapTHePbI WM HAYaJIbHUKW U3 MPAaBUTEIbCTBA U MUHUCTEPCTBA TTeYaTH.

MaHs mociyniHo npuesxana, ycaxupaaach nucatb, Tpedosaia Kode,
ee IEMOHCTPUPOBAIU MyOJIuKe, U BCE YMUJISIUCh — HANOo XXe, Kakas He-
O0OBIKHOBEHHAas1 00CTaHOBKA B U31aTebCcTBe «AndaBut»! Co3naHbl Bce, Bce
YCJIOBUSI 1Sl pabOThI C aBTOpaMU.

Cosnanbl, pazymeercs, AHHoI MocudoBHOIA.

OO0CTaHOBKY BOKPYT ce0s1 OHA 1 BIIPSIMb COTBOpMIJIAa HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO.

Bce ob6oxanu u nBopel ¢ 6ub1MoTeKaMU 1 KAMUHAMU, U €€ caMoe, U TaK
ObLIIO 3aBeIeHO, UTO B U31ATEIbCTBE OHA 3aHUMAETCS TOJIbKO MPUSTHBIMU
nenamu. Coo0l11iaeT aBTopaM O MOBBILIEHUU TUPAXEN U, CIea0BaTeIbHO, rO-
HOPapOB, Pa3JaeT Harpajbl — pa3aaBaTh HArPa/bl €€ HAYYWIU Ha CEMUHApax
B llIBeiiliapru, KOTOpble OHa OYeHb JI00KUIa U HE TTPOMycKaia HU OJHOTO.
Co BpeMeH BOXIs IPOJIETAPCKON PEBOIOLIMU BCE PYCCKUE KaK-TO OCO-
6eHHo nosmodunau IBeitaprio, UMEHHO KaK MECTO JUJIsI MPUSITHOM U Jier-
KOI1 paboThI, XOTb PEBOJIIOLIMOHHON, XOTh JIMTEPATYpHOI1, XOTh Kakoii! Ha
00paTHOI1 1opore yToOMJIEHHAasi CEeMUHapaMu AUPEKTpUca BCEraa 3ae3xala
Ha HeneabKy B Bumuu v bageH-baneH oTnoxHyTh U mogHabpaThCst CUII.
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Tam, cpean ATbIUICKUX TOP U JTyKaeK, el 1 OObSICHWIIN, YTO KOMaHIHbBIM
JIyX HY>KHO YKPEIUIATh U JIIoei moolpsTh, 1 AHHa MocudoBHa ¢ y10BOIb-
CTBUEM YKPETLIsJa U TOOIIPsIIa.

YcrpauBanuch 1eTcKMe YTPEHHUKM U BHICTAaBKM CBaaeOHbBIX (hoTOrpa-
¢uii, OpraHN30BLIBAINCH MMKHUKY C IIAIIILIKAMUA U KOHbSIKAMU UJIA — T10
CE30HY — JIbDKHBIE MPOTYJIKU C caMoBapaMu U OauHaMmu. st Mmonomexu,
KOTOPOI B M3ATEJIbLCTBE ObLIO MOJIHO, OTACIBHO — KIJIyObl, ITIMBO, IIAPbI
B OOYJIMHTE TTIOKaTaTh, Ha TAHIIIOJE TTOCKAKATh.

AnHa MocudoBHaA peBHOCTHO U MPUCTATILHO CJIEAWIA, YTOObI HUKTO HE
ObLT O0VDKEH M HEIOBOJICH, YTOOLI HM OAMH BHOBb POAMBIIIMIACS MIaICHELl He
ocrajics 6e3 mpuaaHoro 1 Ha HoBblii rof Bce TOoMydmiv Tayneninme KoHpeT-
HbIe HAOOPKI B TUIACTMACCOBLIX MJIM KAPTOHHBIX eJI04Kax, a Ha BockMoe MapTta
Y KaXIoi XEeHIIMHBI Ha CTOJIe HEMPEMEHHO MOSBIISICA OYKETHK, M He Ka-
KHX-TO TaM ITOLUIbIX MUMO30K, a CAMBIX HACTOSIIIIMX BECEHHMX ITEPBOLIBETOB.

B mepBolBeTax OHA OTJIMYHO pa3dupanach.

B usnarenbckom aese He pazdupanach BOBCE.

Eit xazanoch, 4TO Bce UIET XOpolllo, moToMy uTo Ha HoBhIl rof enka,
a Ha [lepBoe mast maeBka 1 Mans [lonuBaHoBa nuIIeT B OMOIMOTEKE OUe-
penHoit pomaH. OHa UCKpPEHHE B 3TO BEpUJia, U HUKTO ee He pa3y0dexxnal.

[Bepb B KaOWHET CTosiJla HacTeXb, U CTpelIHEeB BOIEJ, TUXOHBKO
ycMeXasiCh.

31ech XOpOLIO Maxjao U ObUIO OYeHb TUXO, CJIOBHO B IOJBOJHOM Liap-
crBe. KHUTHM, KapTUHBI, U3SIIIIHBIE O€3ACIyIIIKH, CBEXXME PO3bI B y30p4yaTOi
BBICOKOI Ba3e — Bcerja.

«CuTHaJIBI» JIeXKaJId Ha OTPOMHOM CTOJIe, KOTOPBII B M31aTEIbCTBE HA3bI-
BaJIu «JIbBUHBI» — M3-3a JIal, Ha KOMX IMOKOWJIACh TSKEJICHHAs! MOIITHAS
KPBIIIKA.

CrpelHeB JIGHUBO TiepeOpajl UX, OTJI0XMUII CBOU, IyMasi O TOM, KaK BOC-
TOopkeHHO AHHa MocudoBHa Bcerga KOnaeTcs B KHUTAX, U MPYXKUMAaeT UX
K TPyIu, Y IUCTAET, U HIUTUPYET yAauHble ACCaXU, U KayaeT rojIoBOM, U Ha
1a3a y Hee JaXke HaBOpauMBalOTCS CJIe3bl YMUJICHUS.

Crapas kapra CeHTMMEHTaJbHa M POMaHTWUYHA, KaK TypreHeBcKas
nIeBymkal..

OH nojoles K ee COOCTBEHHOMY CTOJIY, KOTOPHBIiA, B OTJIMYME OT «JIbBU-
HOTO», Ha3bIBaIN «0a0KWH». «babKWH» CTOJ OBUT U3SIIEH 1 JIETOK, TEBSIT-
HaAUATHIA BeK, pe3bba Mo JepeBy, aBTOpcKasl paboTa, pasymeercs. 3aech
TOXe ObLIN Oe3MeTyIIKN, ITYYKH, YePHUJIbHBIE TTPUOOPHl — M HUKAKOTO
KommbioTepa!.. KoMInboTephl reHepaabHbIi JUPEKTOP MEPBOro U3IaTelb-
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ctBa Poccum pemmTenbHO He TpU3HaBaja, cuuTaja IyCcToi 3aTeeil U He
3HaJa, JUISl Y4er0 OHU HYXKHBI.

CrpelllHeB IToABUTAJ Oe30eTyIIKU, 3aIITHY/I B YepPHWIbHBIN PUOOp —
YUCTO, HU MBUIMHKK! — 3a4eM-TO mepeioXus kypHan «KHMXHbINA 013-
HEC», BBIITYCK 3a OKTSIOpb, U3-T10, KOTOPOTO BAPYT pa3jieTeIUCh KAKUE-TO

OyMaXKMu.
OH HarHyJcsl UX NOJHSATh U 3aMep.
«YclioBUSI HE BBIMIOJHEHBI, — ObUIO HAOPaHO KPYMHBIM KOMIIbIOTEP-

HBIM mpudToM. — Bpems ymymieHo. Ka3Hb cOCTOMTCS IO pacTIMCaHUIO».

CTpeliHeB MepeunTa elle 1 elle pas.

«YCI0BUS OCTAIOTCS TIPEXKHUMHU, — TJIACHJIA HAAIMMCh HA IPYTOM JIU-
cte. — CoobuuTe, ecar OHU MPUHATEL. COBETYIO He YIIPSAMUTECS. [ IymocTsh
OyZIeT KapaTbCsl CMEPTHIO».

— Enxu-nanku, — npo6opmoTtan CTpeliHeB U 3arJIsiHyI TTof cTod. Tam
BaJISUTUCH €II1e JINCTKU, YJIETeBILHE JOBOJIBHO AaJIEKO, U OH IIPOBOPHO TOJIe3
32 HAMH.

«[lepBast Ka3Hb COCTOMTCS Yepe3 HEACI0, — YUTAJ OH IOJ CTOJIOM. —
VY Bac ecTb elie BpeMs IMoayMaTh. B cephe3HOCTH HaAIlIMX HaMEpeHUI yoe-
IUTECh TIOCIIE3aBTPay.

— Kakas# eme ka3Hp?! Kakue cepbe3Hble HaMepeHMs? ..

OH II0IT0NI3 332 CaMbIM JaJIbHUM JIMCTKOM, HO Ha HeM He ObIJIO HUYETO,
KpoMe OnHOM OYKBbI «C», HaleyaTaHHOM TOYHO TAKUM XK€ LIPUGHTOM.

CTpelrHeB cTal BHIOMPAThCST U3-TT01 CTOJIA Ha IPYTYIO CTOPOHY W YTKHYII-
€SI HOCOM B YbM-TO OOTHHKMU.

Cepaiie CHIIBHO TOJIKHYJIOCH B pedpa.

— BBI KTO?.. — HEIrPOMKO CIIPOCHIIH CBEPXY.

Exkatepuna IletpoBHa nmompocuia kode, BbITalllMIa U3 MAayKyd cCuUra-
pEeTy — pelleHo ObLJIO KypUTh He OOJIbIlIe AECSATU CUTApPET B IeHb, U BpeMs
OT BPEMEHM OHa pa3zpelaia cede MaJleHbKUI MepephiB, Kak pa3 Ha CUTapeTy,
M TOJILKO TIPU PacliaxHyTOM OKHe!

Kyputh B u3narenbctBe ObLIO CTpoXaiillie 3aMpeiieHo, KPOMe «CIie-
LIMaJIbHO OTBENEHHBIX MECT», OUEHb HEYIOTHBIX, HO ExatepuHa IlerpoBHa
HapyIana 3anepT, a AHHa MocudoBHa el MonmyCcTUTEILCTBOBAIA.

KcraTu, cneayer mo3BOHUTH TUPEKTPUCE, OCBEAOMUTHCS O €€ 3I0PO-
BbE, HACTOMYUBO MOMNPEUIaraTb CBOIO MOMOLLUb B Y4eM-HUOYAb TAKOM, YTO
HEMpeMEHHO OYIET OTBEPTHYTO. A BEUEpOM, KOI1a BCE Pa30MIyTCs, HY>KHO
nonpo6oBaTh BbI3BaTh Ha pazroBop Canry CTpelllHeBa U MOMbITaThCS BbIBE-
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JIaTh Y HETO, YTO OH 3HAET Ipo yOuiicTBO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA TaK U HE
MOHsIa, OTKYAA Toraa TaM nosiBuics JInToBueHko!

Ecnu emy mo3BoHwn CTpeliHeB, 3HAYUT. ..

YT0 3TO MOXET 3HAYUTB?..

Exarepuna IleTpoBHa BcTana, moAoliia K OKHY, 3aKypuja M IIOCMO-
TpeJsia BHU3.

Huuero xopouero ato eii He cyaut. Ckopee Bcero, CTpeliHeB obomien
€e Ha KaKOM-TO TIOBOPOTE, a OHA TMpOTJisaesa, yIycTuaa, He TToHsIa.

Ee 1106MMBIM e TEKTUBHBIM aBTOPOM BceTna 0611 Jluk ®@psHcHc, 1 oHa
OTJIMYHO 3HaJla — UMEHHO oT JIuka, — KaK BakHO He MPOIYCTUTh BIlepes
Jpyryio joiaab. MoxeT ObIThb, €€ U YAACTCSl IOTHaTh, HO 00OMTH yKe BpsiA,
qu. Ecnu ona nponyctuia Bnepen CTpeliHeBa, 3HaUUT, i BPsiL JIM YIacTCs
000#TH ero Ha TTOBOPOTE.

A TaK He JOJIKHO ObLIO CIYYUThCSI.

OH oraceH, ¥ OHa XOPOIIIO 3TO 3HAET.

WX napTHepCTBO 3aKOHUYMTCS TaM, T1e HAaUHETCs KOHKYpeH1usl, a Exa-
tepuHa [leTpoBHa Moka He MOHKMMaJIa, Hayajaach JIU OHA yXe.

JloxXnpb Bce IIIeI.

B ITutep Obl moseTeTb — TaM ceifyac XoJ0aHO, BeTpeHo, cepo, Hepa
B30aslaMyJYeHHas, OIIIETHHEHHAsI, KaK cTapast BOTYUIIA, 1 Betep ¢ GUHCKOTro
3aJIMBa TPEIUJIET €€ Cenylo IIKYpY.

IMaccax nonyuuscs B nyxe nucareapHulbl Manu [TonuBaHoBoi, n Exa-
tepuHa IlerpoBHa ycmexHynach. Kcratm, MaHs BHosiHe MOAXOISIIWIA
MpeIor ISl KOMaHAUPOBKY, Y Hee TaM BOT-BOT Mpe3eHTalus!.. KoHeu-
HO, 3aMECTUTEJIM TeHEPAIbHOTO Ha aBTOPCKMX TPE3eHTALMAX HUKOTIA He
MPUCYTCTBYIOT, HO Mist MurpodanoBoit AHHa MocugoBHa Bcerna aeiaer
HCKIToYeHKe. 3HaeT, Kak oHa moout [Turtep, Hy, 1 [TonMBaHOBY, KOHEYHO.

B uznatenbcTBax Bceraa OT MyIM JIIOOSIT aBTOPOB, KOTOPbIE JAIOT XOPO-
1IIYIO IPUObLIb.

Bnpouem, ceityac He BpeMs 711 KOMaHAMPOBOK, HECMOTPSI HA TO YTO
B ITutep oueHb xouercs. Ceifuac Obl MOMBITATHCS Pa300pPaThCS, YTO MPO-
WCXOIUT B U3ATEIIbCTBE.

Kak Hu crpanHo, youiictBo Mano 6ecriokomsio Exkatepuny IletpoBHy.
OHa OblJ1a COBEPIIEHHO YBEPEHA, UTO 3TO KaKasi-To IUKasl CIy4ailHOCTh, CO
BPEMEHEM BCE BBISICHUTCSI U CTAHET MOHSATHO, YTO K HUM — TO €CTb K U3/1a-
TEJbCTBY «AJI(haBUT» — 3TA CIy4aliHOCTb HUKAKOTO OTHOLIEHMST HE UMEET.

Hy, HanpuMmep, noB3nopuiu aBa pabounx — o6a u3z Kupruszum u oda
HapkoMaHbl. 1 3Tu HapkoMmaHbl U3 Kupruzuu, cobcTBeHHO, B U31aTEb-
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CTBE HUKOTIA He paboTaiu, 1 HAaHUMAaJIM UX TTIOCTOPOHHUE OpPraHU3alluu,
KOTOpbI€ MOIOT TMOJbl U OKHa. BOT OHM ¥ MOB3MOPUJIM, U OAUH YAApWII
JIpyroro Hoxxom. HacmepTs.

Wnu tak. 3toT T™I — pabdounit u3 TamKuKKCcTaHa, eCTECTBEHHO, HAPKO-
MaH — CTpajall naaydeil, a B 3aHeM KapMaHe Y Hero Obl1 HOX. B Tamxku-
KUCTAaHE TaK MPUHAITO, TaM y BceX HOXU. OH mpulea nmpoBepsitb 000py-
JIOBaHUE, TYT C HUM CJYYUJICS TIPUCTYM, U OH... HAMOPOJics Ha HOX. Takue
CJIyJ4au U3BECTHBI, B3SITh XOTS ObI IapeBUua JIMUTpus.

Hy, uyTo-TO B 3TOM ayxe.

A BOT mouemMy OblJ1a Tak B3BoJIHOBaHa AHHa MocudoBHa, 1Mo ubemy
BBI30BY NpuUMYaicsl JIMTOBYEHKO, KTO TAaKOW ATOT TPETUIl 3aMeCTUTENb
M KaKoro YepTa eMY HYKHO B «AJ(haBUTE» — BCE HEMOHSATHO.

Ekartepuna IleTpoBHa mocMoTpeia 1o BceM 0a3am TaHHBIX — He ObLIO
yenoBeka o dhamuinu lan-T'vpeii B u3naTeabckoM OM3Hece, HUKOTIa He
Ob110! I B CMEXXHBIX HANpaBJICHUSX OH TOXE He OOHApYXWICS — HU Ha
TeJeBUIIEHUH, HU B pekjiaMe, HU B ripecce. C Takoit hamunveit Hukyaa He
CKPOEIIbCs, a OHA HUT/IE U HU Y KOTO He YIIOMMHaach. Bpsi i oH padoTain
Te-To Mo Apyrow haMuInen, OH e He mucaTenabHulla [TonuBanosa Mans,
KOTOpasi TBopuia noj rncesaioHuMoM MapuHa [TokpoBckast!..

Curapera KoHuMIach, M1 Exartepuna IleTpoBHA rpyCTHO MOTYIIMJIA B TTe-
MeJIbHULIE OKYPOK — HUKAKOIO YIOBOJLCTBUSI HE MOJYYUIIOCH, U TIEpEepPhIBA
TOeE, BCE TOJLKO MBICJIU, U MBIC/I CKOJIb3KHE, ApoKallliie, KaK Karuli Ha OKHE.

Korma no3Bonmna Hactsi, cekperapiia ¢ nsitoro ataxa, MutpodaHoBa
yKe TJIOTHO YCTpOMJIach B Kpeciie, Moarnepsia MmoadopoaoK KyJIaukoM U Io-
Tpy3WJIach B OYEPEIHYIO MMOPLMIO CBOAOK, KOTOPbIE HEMTPEMEHHO HYXKHO
OXBaTUTb O CETOAHSIIHETO COBEILIAHNSI.

Hacts nepernyraHHbIM, JaXKe KaKUM-TO MPUAYILIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM TTOIPO-
cwia Exarepuny [leTpoBHY MOOHSITBCS K HUM M TYT e Opocuiia TpyOKy.

MutpodaHoBa HUYero He ToHsIa. OHa BAPYT Mepernyrajiach Tak, 4To
Yy Hee MOXOJIOENO B IPyAH, 32 OTBOPOTOM ILIOTHOTO CHHETO MUIXKAKA.
KaxeTcs1, "MEHHO 3a 3TUM OTBOPOTOM MoJjiaraetrcsl ObITh cepaiy, MuTpo-
(haHOBa TOUHO He 3Haua.

— YTo0 TaM MOIJIO CIYYUThCA?.. — 3a4eM-TO BCIAYX CIIPOCUJIa OHA caMa
y ce0sl, CYyeTJIMBO TMOKOIajach Ha CTOJIe, BbIKOIAaaa MOOUJIbHBIN TenehoH
U elle Kakue-To rpaduku — Kak OyATo ee Npumialliajiyv ¢ JaHHBIMU O MPO-
naxax rnociaenHeit KHUrn [TokpoBckoit! — 1 BbICKOUMIA B KOPUIOD.

Huuero He mpoucxonwio. Bece Kak Bcerma — maxHeT Kode U 0COObIM
3aM1axoM IPOMaJHBIX KOMUPOBAJIbHBIX MAIIIMH, HA KOTOPBIX pacreyaTbiBaIU
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MakKeThl, M eIllec HEMHOTO CUTapeTHBIM JAbIMOM. KTO-TO, KpoMe Hee, y HUX
MolIaJnBaeT, HECMOTpPSI Ha cTpoxaiiiuii 3anpeT AHHbI MocudosHbl! biio-
repima OJjedka, MomaBIIasiCsi HABCTpeuy, eBa KUBHY/Ia — IOHSITHO, OHA
ockopbJieHa 13-3a YBOJEHHOI0 alTMIIHOIO HayalbHUKA. PenakTopiia u3
oTnena (paHTacTMKM Tpodexana ObLJIO MUMO, HO BEpHYJIAch C KAKUM-TO
BonpocoM. Exarepuna IleTpoBHa He cTajia ee CayluaTh.

— IloTtom, Bce moTom!..

JIudra, Kkak Ha3no, He OBLIO OYEHD JOJITO, U OHA PUHYJACH TEIIKOM,
Ha Xony TOXBaJIMB Ce0s 32 TO, YTO HUKOTAA HE HOCUT JIETKOMBICIEHHbBIE
KaOJIyuKH, a BCeTaa TOJbKO YCTONYUBBIC, MIPSIMOYTOJIbHBIE U HU B KOEM
cllyyae He BbICOKUE, a «CPEHUE».

OHa HeHaBuea «CPeIHMe» KaOJIyKN M BCIO XHM3Hb HOCUJIA TOJBKO
Takue.

3anbixasich, OHa BOpBajlach Ha IMSThIM 3Tax.

— Hacrs, yto y Bac cayumioch?!

— Anekcanap HukonaeBudu npocun Bac moaHsATbCs. OH... OH B KaOu-
Hete. — CekpeTapliia BbIIIsiiesa uCIyraHHoi. — ToJIbKO OH TaM... HE OJIH.

— Ckem? — MurpocdaHoBa repesea ayx, 00pesa MpUBbIYHBIN TOJIOC. —
AnHa MocudoBHa npuexana?

N npuocranoBuiack. Cepllie 3a JIEBHIM OTBOPOTOM THIKAKa OISTH
noxosoaeno. Eciu tak, neno mioxo. Eciv HauanbHULIA pYexaiia v Bbi3Baia
CrpelllHeBa, a OHAa 00 3TOM JaXKe HMYEro He 3HaeT, 3HAUUT, bopbhba yxe
WIET TOJHBIM XOJOM M €ro Jiolliaab 00olllIa ee Ha MosKopIiycal..

A eciu TaM JIMTOBYEHKO?..

— HukTo He mpuesxain, — npornuinaita Hacrs.

Huyero He nonumasi, Ekatepuna [leTpoBHa pacrnaxHyJjia ogHy CTBOPKY
pe3HOol KaOMHETHOM ABEpH, BOIILIA, IlevaTasl 1ar, Kak coyJaaT Ha rmapae,
U 3aMepJa.

ITo xabunHety metancsg CTpelIHeB.

B mrpexTopcKoM Kpecie cuaes BHE3AITHO TTOSIBUBIITUIACS TPETHETO THS
M TaK >X€ BHE3aIMHO MCUYE3HYBIIWIA BITOCIEACTBUU HOBbIA 3aMECTUTENb U BO-
JIAJT HOCOM 110 KaKMM-TO OyMaram.

Tenepb OH MaTepUaIM30BAJICS MOYEMY-TO Ha TUPEKTOPCKOM MECTeE.
Exarepuna [leTpoBHa Cyq1OpOXHO CIJIOTHYJIA.

— Yro 3aech mpoucxoaut?!

CrpemiHeB otyeTanBo 3adbipkai. Illan-T'upeit mogHs rasa.

— 3mpaBCTBYiiTe, — CKa3ajl OH, TTIOMEIJIUB.

MuTtpodaHoBa KUBHYJIAa MOJIYa, U OH OMNATh YTKHYJICSI B Oymaru.
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— Cana, 4to mpoucxoaut?!

— Bobl 3HasM 06 3TOM?..

[Tan-T'upeit mpoTsaruBai eit Kakoii-To IMcToK. OHa B3MIsIHYJIa, He TIPH-
onmkasichb, M moBepHyJach K CtpenrHeBy. OHa BooOlle BeJia ce0sl TakK, Kak
OyITO HUKAKOIO TPEThero He ObLIO B KAOMHETE.

OTOT TpeTUil, KOTOPOTO KaK Obl U HE ObLIO, MOMEIINII, BhIOpaiCs
M3-3a CTOJIa M IBUHYJCS K HEM, cierka npuxpaMbiBasi U JepKa JUCTOK
B BBITSIHYTOM pyKe. TpeTbero AHS OH He XpoMaJ, HAaCKOJbKO OHa I0-
MHMIIA.

— Caii, Tbl MOXEIIb MHE YTO-HUOYIb OOBSICHUTB?..

— IlouwnTaii, — 6ypkHyn CrpemineB. — Ilouuraii, uHTEpEeCHO.

MutpodaHoBa O6pe3rIuBo B3sijla JUCTOK ABYMS MajbllaMU, TIOBEPHYJIa
K cebe 1 TTpourTaa He CIIMILKOM JJTMHHYIO (hpa3y. JIuio y Hee MU3BMEeHUIIOCH,
M OHAa MpoYUTaIa ellle pa3, Ha ATOT pa3 IIeBesl rydamu.

AJleKc BHUMAaTEJIbHO CMOTpEJ Ha Hee.

— Yro 310 Takoe? — cripocuiia Exarepuna IlerpoBHa 1 6pocuia 11McToK
Ha «0a0kuH» ctosl. — [ae BbI 3TO B3sIN?!

— B710 £ B3s1J1, — cKazan CTpellHeB 13-3a ee mieda. OHa orisgHyaach. —
Ha-ga, TouHo tebe rosopio!.. Sl mpuilen 3a «CUrHajaMu», OTOM PELLIMIT
>KypHaJl TOCMOTPETh, OH BOT TYT JIeXKaJl, Ha Kpaellke, — OH IoKa3aJl, Tie
MMEHHO JieXaJl XypHasl, — a MoJ HUM ObUIM BOT 3TU OyMaxku. Het, Hy
3TO IUKOCTb KaKas-To!..

— Tak, — ckazayna MutpodaHoBa MEpTBbIM TOJIOCOM U OOKOM ceJjia 3a
JIPYToii CTOJI, «JIbBUHBI». — DT0 Bece? Mnm ellie UTo-HUOYAb eCTh?..

CrpellrHeB XMypO KMUBHYJT Ha HOBOTO COTpYIHUMKA. TOT momal ele nBa
Jucroyka. MutpodaHoBa mpourTaia 1 3T JIBa.

— Yro 3a ka3Hb?.. Uto 3a npenynpexaeHus?.. Kakue HamepeHusa?! Yro
3HAUYUT — «Ka3Hb yepes Heneao»?! O yem BooOlie peub?!

CrpeliHeB noxai miedamu. OH Bce XOAWI BIOJb CTEHbI, HE BHIHUMAs
pyK 13 KapmaHoOB. EMy He xoTenoch, yTo0bl MutpogaHoBa y3Haja, Kak OH
CUJEN MOJ CTOJIOM, @ 3TOT XPOMOHOTMIA U OJIEMHOJUIBIA BHICKOYKA CIIpa-
MBaj y Hero: «Bwl kT0?!»

MuTtpodaHoBa Ha Hero omIsIHyJIach U niepeBea B3rsi Ha [llan-Tupes.

— Tak, — nmoBTOpMJIa OHA HA 3TOT Pa3 roJIOCOM TPAHUTHBIM. — A BbI-TO
TYT KaK OKa3aJuch?

— 41... mpocrto 3amern.

— BBI BOT TaKk TPOCTO B3SIJTM M 3alIUTM B KAOWHET FeHEPaIbHOTO JUPEK-
topa?! Yto 3a epynna?! Jlaxke s1 cebe HUKOIIAa 3TOro He MO3BOJISIO!. .
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IIan-Tupeit Bsyio moxan mieyamu, u Exkarepuna IlerpoBHa MOMeEH-
TaJbHO TMOHSJIA, YTO caesiaia olunoKy. CTpelllHeB OCTAHOBWICS Y Hee 3a
CIIMHOM U, KaXETCS, JaXe PYKOW MaxHYyJ C JOCAbI.

Henbss, Henb3st Tak pe3Ko! Y HUX HeT HUKakKoi nH(GOopMalun, KeM Ha
caMoM JieJie sIBJIsIeTCSl OTOT HOBBINM 3aMecTuTeNb! Bee clIuIkom cioxHO
U HETIOHSITHO, Y TIOCTaBUTb €T0 Ha MECTO B JAHHBIA MOMEHT HEBO3MOXHO
XO0TsI Obl TTOTOMY, 4TO HM CTpellHeB, HU OHA caMa TakK U He MOHUMAIOT,
YTO 3TO 32 MECTO.

— Tak, — Exatepuna [leTpoBHa cuienuia pyKy B 3aMOK U TTOJIOXWIIA
npsiMo nepen coboi. Eit HyxXHO ObLIO coOpaThes C cujlaMu. — XOPOIIOo.
Bbl nymaete, 9T0 Kakue-To... peajbHble YTpO3bi?..

Ian-Tupeit onsith moMosyan. OH BooOILIe HUKOTIa HEe OTBeYas cpasy,
OHa 3aMeTWIA.

— 4 nHe 3Hato. A npocTo yMTal TO, YTO HAMMCaHO. A HalucaHa... 1a,
yrpo3a.

— A g aymaro, — Havyajia MutpodaHoBa yIpsMo U TJsSTHYJIa Ha MOJI-
METHBIE JIMICTKM, — 4YTO 3TO HUKaKas He yrpo3a, a MpocTo Mynoctb. inu
Iypalkas IIyTka.

— Tak ObIBaeT TonbKO B poMmaHax. ITnmoxux. — Hlan-T'upeit BepHyjcs
3a «06abkuH» ctoj. Kak Ha cBoe mecTo BepHyJjcsi!! — Tam Bcerna npeny-
MPEXAAIOT O TOTOBSIIEMCS TIPECTYIJIEHUN, a TOJULMS CUMTAET, YTO ITO
MPOCTO TIYINOCTb. Mnu aypaiikas 1ryTka.

— Jla Het, ecnu 661 AHHY MocudoBHY 310 OGecriokouio, 51 Obl 3Hazial..
Mbl ObI 3HAIM, — TOMPaBUIACh OHA TYT XKe.

— He daxr, — oto3Bajcsa CTpelllHeB, M OHa OTJITHYJIaCh M IIOCMOTpEIa
eMy B j1aza. ToT 4yyTh 3aMETHO MoKayaj ToJIOBOMA.

Mpbl ¢ TOOOI Bce 00CyarM, HO MIOTOM, BOT UTO O3HAYaJIO 3TO €ro ABU-
>keHue. Thl 1 Tak BeJellb ce0sl KpaliHe HEOCTOPOXKHO.

— EcTb TOJBKO OIWH BBIXOI, — TPETUI 3aMECTUTEb TTOXAJ IJIeYaMU.
OH BOOOIIIE TO U JeI0 MoXuMain Tuiedamu, MurpogdaHoBa 1 3TO 3aMme-
Tiia. — CIPOCUTD y HEe CaMOM.

— A BbI UTO? VI3 MMIIMITIM, YTOOBI BOITPOCHI 3aAaBaTh?! — He BhIAEpKaI
CrpemHeB. — CoKoJl ¢ MecTa, BOpoHa Ha MecTo? Bbl y Hac Terneps... IJ1aB-
HbII 110 pacciaeaoBaHUSIM?

ITpu ynoMuHaHUM BOPOHBI ¢ COKOJIOM AJiekc rorsiaen Ha CTpeliHeBa
C U3yMJIEHUEM, 1axke KaK OyITO UCIyTaHHO.

CTpellIHEB X€ Ha HETO HE CMOTPEJI, @ OOMEHUBAJICS 3HaKaMu ¢ MUTpO-
(daHoBOIA.
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— S emme xouy 3amaTth Borpoc BaM. [1po Kamepbl, — HEOXXUIAHHO CKa3ajl
IMan-T'upeit, 1 oHM 00a ycTaBUIMCh HA HETo. — B ToM Kopumope kamep,
KOHEYHO, HUKAKUX HET. A TIe OHU eCTh?..

— Kamepni? — ObicTpo nepecrnpocuiia MutpodaHoBa. — Kakue kame-
pb1?.. B xakoM kKopumope?..

— Buneona6monenus. Tam, rae youiu yeaoBeka, KaMep HET, 3TO SICHO.
A TIe OHU eCTh?

— l'ocniogu-u-u, — BeinoXHYAa Ekateprna [leTpoBHa, — 4TO 3a BONpPO-
ce1?! Hy Ha Bxone ecTb, y 11¢TOB, BO3Jie KOIMMPOBAJIbHBIX MAIIIMH 00513a-
TEJBbHO.

— Ha nectHuuax eue, — noaxsatujl CTpelHeB.

— Ho aT0 Hamo y HauabHMKA CITY>KObI 6e3011acHOCTH y3HaTh! OH Jiydiiie
3HaeT.

— A yowuiina?.. — momoiuaB, ciupocui lan-Tupeit u mocmorpen no
odepenu Ha Kaxnoro. — OH Toxe y HayaJbHMKA CITYKObI 0€30MacHOCTH
CIIPOCWUJI, TIe UMEHHO €CTh KaMephbl, a rae HeT?..

— Ka... xakoii youiina?

— Tort, KOoTopblii HECKOIBKO AHEW Ha3al yous 31ech YeaoBeKa.

— 810 youiictBo, — BhiroBopuiia MutpodaHoBa no-eppeilTopcku, — He
MMeeT K HallleMy M3AaTeJIbCTBY HUKAKOTO OTHOIIEHUs. DTO HECYaCTHBIN
ciaydait. nu tparnueckoe HegopadyMeHue. Bbl moHsiu?..

AJlekc BIpYT Bcepbe3 pazodnuiicsi. OH TepIeTh He MOT TOJ00HBII TOH —
JypalKoro, yrpsiMoro, Tyroro BceaHaiictBa. OH He BEpWJI JTIOMISIM, KOTOPbIE
OCBeIOMJIEHBI 000 BceM Jiyullle Bcex Ha cBeTe. OH TOYHO 3HaJI, YTO Ha JII00oit
BOIIPOC CYILIECTBYET AECATH OTBETOB, M BCE OHU TaK WJIM MHAYe TTPaBIUBHI,
My J11000i Menanu He JBe, a Mo KpaliHeit Mepe BOCeMb CTOPOH.

MOXHO CKOJBKO YrOIHO MpPEACTaBSITh ce0e XU3Hb IIOCKOM, Kpo-
XOTHOW M MYCTSIKOBOM, Kak MITUKOIEeYHass MOHETa, — POBHO 110 TOM
MOpbI, TTOKA HE BBISICHUTCS, UTO OHA IJTyOoKa M Oe3rpaHMYHa, Kak 03epo
Bbaiixkan. TonbKO BBISICHSIETCS 9TO, KaK MPaBWJIO, KOTJa y>Ke MO3IHO ObIBaeT
cracatbcs!

— YOuiicTBO HE MMEET OTHOILIEHUS K U3NATEIbCTBY, — OH 00JM3al
ryObl, KOTOPbIE BBICOXJIA OT 3JI0CTH, — 9TH 3alMCKU HE UMEIOT OTHOLIE-
Hus K AHHe MocudoBHe. Ho TeM He MeHee yeoBeka yOuIu, a 3aluCcKu
JiexaT y Hee Ha ctouie!..

— Xoten ObI 51 3HaTh, KAK OHU K Hell momanu, — ckasajn CTpelrHeB
3aIyMunBO. — PacriedyaraTh UX OHa He MOTJIa HUKaK — OHa Ha KOMITbIOTEpe
He paboTaeT u He paboTasa HUKorna! 3HaYuT, KTO-TO MPUHEC.
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— Moxert, 10 TTo4Te IpUcIaIn? — BTITUBAsICh B IypallKoe paccieno-
BaHue, cripocwia MutpodaHoBa. — B koHBepTe?

— Her. — Illan-Tupeit kuBHya Ha TUCTKU. — OHU HE TIOMSTHI, U UX
He ckyanbiBaiu. TouHo He o noute. M cekperapiia Bpsia Ju...

— Ha yx! Ecau 661 HacTst mpuHecna, Bce U31aTeIbCTBO ObLIO ObI B KypCe.

I'ne-to mpuriyilieHHO, Kak OyATO M3-1OJ 1MoJja, 3a3BOHUI TeJaedoH,
1 AJIEKC, KPSIXTsI, TI0JIE3 o[ «0a0KMUH» cTOJ. JLoJIro apui B CYMKE, a [IOTOM
Mo KapMaHaM KypTKu. Bce 3To — 1 KypTkKa, U cyMKa — ObUIO OpOLIEHO Ha
MOJy PSIIOM C KPECJIOM, B KOTOPOM OH CHUJEJ.

CrpenrHeB, MOKa3aB I71a3aMy Ha €r0 COTHYTYIO CITMHY, ITOKPYTUJ y BUCKA
NaJbLIEM.

MuTtpocdaHoBa MoKMBaja, COrjallasich, HO HE CIUIIKOM YBEPEHHO.
B maHHBII MOMEHT €if peIIMTEILHO He Ka3aJloCh, YTO HOBBIN 3aMEeCTUTEIb
HEHOPMaJIbHbIN.

OH BeJl KaKylo-TO CJIOXHYIO UTPY, U UM ellle MPeACTOUT pas3raiaaTh,
KaKkylo UMEHHO.

— Jla, — mocablajcs rojaoc u3-nof croia. — IlpuBer. MHe ceityac
HE 04YeHb yI10OHO roBOpuTh. A TeGe mepe3BOHIO.

OH BbIOpaJICs, HEJIOBKO 3alMXHYJI TeieOH B MepeIHUI KapMaH IKUH-
COB — OHM CMOTpPEJIIM Ha HETro, KaK eMy I0Ka3ajloch, ¢ HEHAaBUCTbHIO, —
B3JIOXHYJI 1 CKa3a:

— 4 npuwen crona, noroMy 4to AHHa MocudoBHa nmompocuia MeHs
3aiTU K HEell cpasdy ke, Kak TOJbKO 51 OKaXycCh B M3IaTeabCTBE. Tak Moiy-
YUJIOCh, YTO 1 MOSIBWJICS 31eCh JIMIIbL cerogHs. S He 3Hall, 4TO ee HeT.
IToBeprwTe, g He Ja3yTYUK.

— Torma xTo BbI? — OGBICTpPO cipocuiia MutpogaHoBa, ¥ y Hee 3aro-
pEeNUCh IEKU.

OH BAPYT MOHS, YTO edpenTopIlia ropa3no MoJIOXKe, YeM MOKa3al0Ch
eMy Ha nepBblit B3nIsiA. JIeT TpuanaTu, MoxeT. U 11eku y Hee 3aropesuch,
KaK y HOpMaJIbHOW MOJIOA0M B3BOJTHOBAHHOM XXEHIIWHHBI.

CrpaHHas ucropus. Pa3se edpeiiTopiiia MOXeT ObITh MOJIOIOM 1 B3BOJI-
HOBaHHO?

— A BHI yBepeHbl, uTo AHHa MocudoBHaA He T0Jb3yeTcs KOMITbIOTe-
poM?.. — CIIpOCHJI OH, 0OpAIlasiCh K 3TOM XEHIIHE.

W oTBeTua eMy OHA XXe, HUKaK He edpeiTopuia:

— AOCOJIIOTHO TOYHO He MoJjib3yeTcs! Bee uznatenbcTBo 00 3TOM 3HaeET!
OHa Bceria TOBOPHT, UTO Y Hee OT MOHMTOPA T'0JIOBA pacKaIbIBaeTCs U TJ1a3a
cne3satcs. Mbl Bce JOKYMEHTHI €if TOJIbKO Ha Oymare MokKa3bIBaeM.

35



TATbSIHA YCTMHOBA

— Hy na, — cornacuscs llan-T'upeit, noMoa4aB 1o cBoeMy OObIKHOBE-
H110. — OIHaKO KOMITbIOTEPHAsI PO3eTKa y Hee TOJI CTOJIOM ecTh. U cete-
Basl TOXe.

MuTtpodaHoBa BBHIIPSIMUIACH U BO33pUIIach U3yMIIeHHO, N CTpelllHeB
TOXE MOCMOTPEJ C UHTEPECOM.

Asekc, y KOTOpOro 00J1eJI BCe MBILILEI, JaXe MO, BOJocaMu 60Jerno,
KOe-KaK BBITALIWII ce0sl U3-3a CTONA, C TPYIOM HarHYJICSI U CTal coOMpaTth
CBOM TTOXUTKU.

Briyo erie koe-4To, 0 YeM OH He CTajl UM TOBOPUTb.

Korna 3aramounsie JTUCTBI pa3iereauch U3 pyk CTpeillHeBa — AJieKC
OTJIMYHO BUIIEJ 3TO M3-32 KHIXHOTO 1Kada, — 1x ObIJIO YeThIpe. A ceifuac
Ha CTOJIe JIeKaJI0 TOJIbKO TPU.

IIpoknsaTeiit TenedoH 3a3BOHUI, KoTaa AJIeKC BbIOMpascs U3 Mapli-
pyTKu. BrIOpaThcs U Tak ObLIO HEJETKO, OT YCWIMHA M HeoTHycKarolei
00J11 OH J1axke B3MOK HEMHOI'O — a TYyT KaK HazJio!..

OH Hamapwi ObLIO afnrmnapart, HO caeiall HeJIOBKOe ABMKEHUE, OT KOTO-
poro 60K CJIOBHO MPOTKHYJIO FTOPSIYMM M OCTPbIM. TesedoH moseren B 1yxy,
M U3 MapIIpyTKU 3aKpUYaAIU:

— O, mapens!.. Croit, cToiil.. 30HT 3a0bL1!

IToka oH coobpaxai, Kakoi-To Neaycsl, HAarHyBIIUCh U HamoJOBUHY
BBICYHYBILIMCH U3 MapIIpyTKUHOTO HYTpa, TKHYJI €r0 30HTOM BCE B TOT Xe
00K, BECbMa OLLLYTUMO.

— Hanuxyres ¢ yrpa nopasblie, Ha Horax He cTosT!.. TyHesaibl mpo-
kaTeie!.. M maiky Kakyio CIelIMalbHYIO 3aBell, YTOO JIFOMSIM MeIaThest!..
3abupaii, Hy!..

AJlexc iepexBaTUI JUIMHHYIO, TSKEYIO KJIETYaTyI0 TPOCTh, KYTUICHHYIO
korna-to B JIoHgoHe. 30HT JIOOMMBIN, U MOTEPSATH €ro ObLIO Obl XKaJIKO.

— W3BuHMTE, NMOXanyiicta, — npobopMoTaa Ajlekc.

Henycst Bo3MylIeHHO (MBIPKHYJI, N30 BCeX CUJI 0abaxHyJl IBEPbIO Mepen
caMbIM €ro HOCOM, MaplIpyTKa, 3apbl4aB HaTYXHO, 3acKakaja Mo KOJII0-
OvHaM, U AJIeKC OCTaJICsl OMH Ha IyCTOl Jopore.

IIpoBonuB MaplIPYTKy IJla3aMu, C TPYJAOM HarHyJica 1 1ogodpai Tese-
(oH. ToT ObLT MOKpBIHA, B MECKE U, ECTECTBEHHO, HE paboTall.

Haiiia Bcerma roBopuiia, YTo OH HE yMeeT oOpalaTbCsl ¢ BelllaMu, He
LIECHUT 1 He JT1o0uT ux. Eille oHa roBopuiia, 4To J1oeil OH ToXe He JIIOOuT,
He LIEHUT M He YMEET ¢ HUMU OOIIAThCS, M OH 3HAJl COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO,
YTO 3TO MpaBia.
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... Teneps kyna? HanpaBo wiu HaneBo?.. HajieBo unu HampaBo?

Ha Toi1 cTopoHe 110cceiiku CTosIIM Kakue-TO yKaszaTelud, HO OTCloaa
AJleKC HUKaK He MOT pasIisiieTh, YTO UMEHHO Ha HUX yKa3aHo, U IMOTa-
LIMJICS Yepe3 10POTy — MOCMOTPETh.

Tak. depeBust FOpbeBo HaneBo, Tpu kunomerpa. JlepeBHs Koznoso
Hamnpaso, 4 Bcero nositopa. Kyna siydnie nogarbesi — B FOpbeBo viin B Kos-
JoBo?.. JlozkHO ObITh, B Ko3noBo nyuiie. biaxe.

OH BIOpYT 3aX0XOTaJl, 3aKUHYB T'OJIOBY K HU3BKOMY HeOy, — OIUH Ha ITyCTOM
oceHHeil nopore. BeuHast nctopusi. OH Be3zne 3a0bIBajl 3aMMCHbIE KHUXKU,
HMKOTIa He TIOMHMJI aIpECOB, TTPOe3Kajl CBOIO OCTAHOBKY U ITyTajl MMEHa.

M 1no3BOHUTH HUKAK HE BO3MOXHO, TesehOH-TO He paboTaer!..

Ero nomxHbl 6bU1M BeTpeuaTh, AHHA MocudoBHa mpoBopkoBaia B TpyO-
KY, YTO paclopsIIUTCS Ha 3TOT cUeT: «Bbl HM 0 YeM, HU 0 YeM He BOJIHYITECh,
Anexc!» OH nmoGarogapuil ee U yBepuil, 4YTo He CTOMT, HO OHa HacTosiia.
Bce 310 6b110 MpeKpacHO 1 0YeHb JIF0OE3HO, HO HUKAKUX BCTpeYarolmx Ha
MyCTOI opore He 0Ka3aaoch, a OH, €1Ba JOTOBOPUB C HEH, TYT Xe 3a0bL,
KyJa eMy Hy>kHO — Bce Xe B FOpbeBo miu B Ko3zoBo!..

OH BepHYJICSI Ha OCTAaHOBKY, TOCMOTpEJ Ha JIEC — TEMHBII, HEMpPO3pay-
HBI, TYCTOM, TaKOii 6€CITIOBOPOTHO OCEHHMIA, — CYHYJI 3aMep3LIMii HOC
B MOTHSITBIN BOPOTHUK KYPTKM W TIPUCTPOWIICS HA BJIAKHYIO, XOJOIHYIO
JJaBOUKY BHYTPU OOILIapIaHHOM aBTOOYCHON OCTaHOBKH.

«Ceityac 1 MOCUXY HEMHOTO, COOEPYCh C MBICISIMM, 3a0[HO, MOXET,
BcnioMHI0: KOpbeBo win Ko3noBo, 1 moiiay MoTUXOHbKY, a TaM KaK-HUOYAb
pa3depych. A UTo elle aeaath?..»

bosneno B rosioBe U B 60Ky, U AJIeKC pacCesSHHO MOTPOTal MECTO TOJ,
BOJIOCAMU, KOTOPOE HBLIO.

B nocneaHuit pa3 ero OWJIM B apMUM, U3OLLIPEHHO, C YIOBOJbCTBUEM,
C OTOHBKOM JIaXe, a OH Toraa OblI MUPOJIOOUB, KaK IIEHOK, — DJIYIbIH,
JOMAIITHUIA MaJIbYMILKA, YBEPEHHBIN, UTO OKPYKAIOIIUI MUP HE MOXET ObITh
JKECTOK U HeCIpaBeiuB K HeMy. K HeMy, KOTOporo Tak JitoOsSIT poauTeNu,
u 6abyuika, u opart, u apyr Jlumka, u nepouka Maiua, u cobaka /Ixex!.. Ot
3TOI YBEPEHHOCTH OH OBLT HU K Y€MYy He TOTOB — U MOTUIATUIICS.

Kaxk oH moroM HeHaBuiaes cedsl 3a... HETOTOBHOCTb, TOBEPUYMBOCTD,
WIOVOTCKYIO BEPY B TO, UTO BCE JIIOAW Ha CBETEe «HOpPMasibHble»! MoOXeT,
KTO-TO JIyyllle, KTO-TO Xy>X€, HO BCE€ PABHO BEllb «HOPMaJIbHbIE»!

U Tex HeHaBUIE TOXE.

HeHnaBuaen, MedTas OTOMCTUTh, CTPOWII TIJIaHBI TOM caMOM MeCTH —
HauBHbIE, IETCKME, YK TOUHO HEBBIITOJIHUMBIE, CIAIKO MPUAYMbIBAJ, YTO
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BBIXBaTUT M3-3a 0sICAa MEY-KJIaJeHELl M CHECET I'OJIOBbI IOAOHKAM U yOIII0/1-
KaM, MMUHaBILIMUM €ro caroraMm!..

Tonbko HUKAKOTO Meua He ObLJIO Ha I0sICe, a MOAOHKHU 1 YOJIIOIKM OKa-
3aJIMCh CUJIbHEE.

C Tex nmop MpoILJIO ABAALATH JIET, U OH CHOBA OKa3aJiCsl He TOTOB!..

KpoBb ynmapuia B rojioBy TakK TSDKEIO U CUJIBHO, YTO CTaJO OOJIbHO
B YlIaX, OH CTPEMUTEIbHO MOJHSUICS C JIABOUKH U TMOILLIE] HEMOHSITHO Ky/a.
B rnazax miabuio v Apoxano — oT HeHaBUCTU. He Toii geTcKoit, Majibuu-
IIeYbell, BBHIIMOJI3IIECH U3 CO3HAHMUS, KaK CTapblii yadaB, a OT HACTOSIIEMH,
B3pOCJIOi, TpeOylollelt HEMeIJIEHHOTO YTOJIEHUS, TTOXOXEe Ha MOJIOoyIO0
KoOpy.

OH 3HaJl, 4TO YTOJIUTH ee OyIeT HeMpoCTo.

Ero cHoBa Ouiu, a OH MoJi3aj Ha KOJIEHSIX T10 JeTCKoM muoaake. Ero
OuJM, a OH TOJIbKO 3aKpbiBaJl pyKaMu TOJIOBY, TIOUTU Tepsisl CO3HAHUE OT
6osu. Ero 6uin, a oH gaxke He MOT COMPOTUBIISITBCS, TTOTOMY UTO ObLT HE
TOTOB — OIISITh, ONATh, KaK ABAALIATh JIET Ha3a!..

AJIeKc pacmaxHyJ KypTKy, eMy CTajo HEBBIHOCUMO XapKo, TOJIbKO PYKHU
ObLIU JIEASTHBIMU — OT HEHABUCTH.

OH HaiieT ¥ YHUYTOXMT TOTO, KTO Tak ero yHusui. Haiinet, yero b1 310
€My HU CTOWJIO, Y TOTJA ellle TIOCMOTPUM, YAACTCS JIU 3MESIM, BIIMBIIUMCSI
SIIOBUTBIMU 3y0aMU B CO3HaHME, coxpaTh ero ao KkoHua! I[lpasna, oH cam
He 3HaJI, MHOTO JI B HEM OCTaJIOCh... YEJIOBEUECKOTO M CKOJIHLKO OCTAHETCS
K TOMY BpeMeHH, Koraga 6oproa OylIeT OKOHYEHa.

MozxeT, 1 60pOThCsl HE UMeeT cMbIca?..

— 3apacTe, — cKaszaju 3a €ero CIIMHOM, M OH TIOBEPHYJICS pe3KO, BCeM
KOPITyCOM, C3KMMasl JIeASTHOM PYKO#1 CBOI TSLKEJIEHHBI 30HT. — MeHs AHHaA
HMocudoBHa npuciana. 3a BaMu, 4To Ju?..

MaiuvHa crosiia o4yeHb OJIM3KO, a OH U HE Cbllliall, KaK OHa MOdb-
exaja, — JIOJDKHO ObITb, OT 3BOHA B yIax!..

— Canurech.

AJieKC MOCTOsI1, TPOTOHSISI HEHABUCTb — M CTaporo TSDKEJIOro ynama,
1 MOJIONIYIO CTPEMUTEbHYIO KOOpY, — U 3a0paJicsl BHYTPb.

— Yero X BbI ¢ ocTaHOBKHU-TO yuuin? AHHa MocugoBHa ckazana, 4To
Bbl Ha OCTaHOBKE OyzeTe!

— Hy na, — cornacuiics Ajiekc, Iisiisd B OKHO.

Bonurens mokocuicsi Ha HEro ¥ MOKPYTWI TOJIOBOM — CTpaHHBIN Ka-
KOI-TO MapeHb, He TO 00JIBHOM, HE TO TPOCTO He B cebe. BripoueM, xo3siika
NpyrBeyasa BCSKUX, elle U He Takue npuedxanu! OHa yBaKUTeIbHO TOBOpUIa
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0 HUX, YTO — TIMCATEIH, XYIOXXHUKW, HO BOIUTENb, TEPTHIH Kajlad, ObIT yBe-
PEH: BCe 3TU XyAOXKHUKH OT CJIOBA «XyHd0». A YK TTHcaTelieil HIHYE Pa3BesioCh
CTOJIBKO, YTO BOT KMHb KaMEHb B CO0AKY, a TIOTafellb B TUCaTeNIsl, U BCe OHU
MOIMPOCTY MOpoyaT xo3siiike rosioBy. Ha xxanocTb ObI0T, a OHa JIerkoBepHast
0YeHb, TOXE MaJIOCTb He OT Mupa cero!.. HeT, nobpasi, KOHe4YHO, ayIlIeBHAasI,
Tpex XKaJoBaThkCsl, HO I0POJMBas MaIEeHbKO. BOT mouyeMy OHO Tak B XXU3HHU,
a?.. CriioniHas HecripaBeIIMBOCTh! Takue Obl IEHBXUIIY MY, a He TTOJIOyM-
Holi 6a0ke! Y oH Obl 3HaJ1, Kak ¢ HUMU yripaBuThcst!.. [Tucateneit ¢ xynox-
HUKaMU BCceX Mopa3orHaTh, HaXJIEOHUKOB 3THUX, OCOOHSIK B IEPEBHE MPOIATh
K UEpTOBOIM MaTepH, 3aBECTH aBTOMOMKY U KadellKy ¢ My3bIKOii — BpOIe
OusHec, — KynuTh KBapTupy B Coun U 3aXKUTh MO-4esioBeYecku. AH Her!..
babke Bce, a eMy, MOJIOIOMY, 3TIOPOBOMY, IIPEANTPUMMYNBOMY, HUUETO, 3HAl
OapaHKy KpyTu. BOT moueMy Tak BbIXOAMT, a?..

MainvHa MuHOBaJa Jiec, MepesieTesia Mo MOCTY PeUKy U BheXasla B aKKy-
paTHBIN MOCeNIoYeK, OUeHb Becesblil. JIoMUKHU Bce OBLIU CIIpaBHBIE, YXO-
JK€HHbIE, 3a00DbI 1LIeJIble, HE 3aBaJIMBILMECS, KOE-Te B MATUCATHUKAX el
LIBEJIU TIO3HUE XPU3AHTEMBI.

— A a1o IOpbeBo uan Ko3noBo? — BAPYr cipocuil Maccaxkup, TIsast
B OKHO.

Bonutenb onsgTh GBIPKHYJ — JOBOJBHO TPOMKO, YTOO TOT Y TOYHO
(bripkaHbe ycabia.

— Ko3s0Bo B apyroit cTopoHe, — M OH MaxHyJl PyKoi, MOKa3bIBas,
B Kakoii uMeHHOo. — A o FOpbeBa He noexanu erre!

Xyn0XHUK WU TTMcaTeb, YTO JIM, Ha HEero aXKe He B3MJISIHYJI, BCe TTPo-
JoJKaJl B OKHO TapalluThCsl, BPOIE TaM Yero MHTepecHoe ObLIo!..

AHHa MocudoBHa Xuja gajieko OT 10pOTy, U KaKoe-To BpeMsl MallliHa
KaTuja o CeJIbCKUM YJIOYKaM, TUXUM, ITyCTBIHHBIM, IT0-OCEHHEMY YMUPO-
TBOPEHHBIM. 37€eCh, B TJIyOMHe, 1oMa ObuIK Ooraye, 3a00pHI BHIIIE, BOPOTa
TsIKeee.

Bopora, B KoTOpble BheXaja MallliHa, OKa3aJIuCh €1lle 1 B HEKOTOPOM
poJie Mpou3BeIeHUEeM UCKYCCTBA, CO IUMUISIMU, OallleHKaMU, TMKaMU 1 JI1-
THIMU pO3aMH. 32 HUMU MTPOCTUPATICS TTOXKEITEeBIINI Ta30H, a 32 TA30HOM
1LIJIM aKKypaTHO MOJACTPUXKEHHbIE KYCThI, M KphIllla OeceqKy yraablBajach
MEXIy COCHAMU, M BAajieKe Ha YUCTON BeCeJOi IIMTKE TMOA YyTYHHBIM
(boHapukoM cTosiia OHETMHCKAsl CKaMbsl.

Aii na AuHa MocudosHal..

Cama xo3siiKa oXumajia ero Ha KpbUleuKe, TPUIepKUBaiIa Ha TPYIU
OeJIblii MyXOBbIM TUIATOK, CAMOLIBETHbIE IMEPCTHU OJIATOPOJHO UTpaiu
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W TIepeJIMBAIMCh HA YXOXEHHOM, COBCEM HE CTapyecKoil pyke, oOJMTOM
SKMIKWAM JIYYOM OCEHHETO COJIHIIA.

Anexc B3noxHy/1. KapTuHka Obl1a XOpoIIo MIpoAyMaHHOU U OYeHb Kpa-
CHUBOW.

— 3npasctByiite, AHHa MocudosHa!

OH B30€XaJl Ha KPbUIbLIO M TaJIAHTHO MPWJIOXUJICS K pyuke. ['ycap-
CTBOBATb B MOJIHOUN Mepe He MO3BOJISLT HOIOIIUI 60K, HO OH CTapasics U30
BCEX CHUII.

— AJekc, mymia Mosl, 4TO 3TO y Bac TejedoH BhIKiIoueH?.. S Oecro-
kownace! M BeI OenHbl! M MHe mTokasajioch?..

— Ilokazanoch, AHHa MocudoBHa. — TBepmo risnas eit B ry1aza, oH
YJIBIOHYJICS, U OHAa MOMEHTAJIbHO MOHSsLIa, YTO paccpalivBaTh HE CTOUT.

— 4 3axxnanack coBcem! Kost Bac cpasy Harten?..

— Cmacu6o 3a 3a6oty, AHHa MocudoBHa, Bce OTIUYHO.

— IToiigemTe B 1OM, Ha yJIU1Ie CETOIHS COBCeM XojionHo. — OHa oO6Bena
JIIOOOBHBIM B30pOM call. — A Kakoe xapkoe Obuio jieto! M oceHb, cllaBa
oory, HacTos1as, Kak y byHuHa. {1, rpelHbIM aejiom, 1100J110 BCe HaCTOsI-
mee. [Tonnenok He TepIuio.

D10 AJleKC yxXe IaBHO MOoHsUI. [71aBHOro rnoka He MOHMMAJI: caMa XO-
3siiKa — HACTOSIIAS WY Moaenka?..

B nome maxyio moiuposiblo U cBexum xjaedom. CojiHIE TiecKaaoch
B HaTePTHIX 10 OjiecKa KBaapaTuKax nmapkera. B kpyrioii Baze rmocepennte
CTOJIa CUSIJIV JIOXMATble PAa3HOLIBETHBIE ACTPhI.

A rme X KamMmuH?.. KaMMH HerpeMeHHO ¢ MpaMOpPHOI TOJIKOM, yCTaB-
JICHHOM IITydyKaMu 1 purypkamu? W psabIIkKoM Kpecsio-Kadaiaka ¢ yioT-
HBIM IJIEIOM, YTOOBbI OCOOEHHO MPUSITHO YUTAJIOCH U JIETKO AyMaloCh?..

BMmecTo kaMuHa Obl1a camast HacTosIIas revyb, 3aHUMaBIlasl BeCh MPO-
CTEHOK. AJIEKC MOMOIIEN U CTaJl paccMaTpuBaTh TOJUIAHACKWE U3Pa3libl
C U300paXkeHUSIMU TTapyCHBIX JOJO0K, IIKUIIEPOB B 3I0MIBECTKAX U pbl0a-
KOB C CETSIMU.

— Hpasurtcs, Anekc?..

— Ouenb! — OH 0o0epHyIce, T1a3a y Hero onectenu. — OueHb!

— Bort u cnaBHo. Bam yato unu nydiine Koeiky?..

— A?.. — OH 0CTOPOXHO Tporaj IJIUTKU, KaK OyITO OOSUICS, UTO OHU
paccoirmores. TuTKu ObUTM TEIJIBIMU, HATPETHIMU COJTHEYHBIMM JTyda-
Mu. — MHe... 4yaio, HaBepHOE.

— Wnu Bce xe kode? — U xo3siika paccMmesiiach YIOTHBIM 10BOJIbHbIM
CMEXOM.
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Eit HpaBUJIOCH, YTO 3TOT CTPAHHBIN YEJIOBEK PACCMAaTPUBAET €€ TTIOKOU
C TaKUM MCKPEHHUM BOCXUIlleHUueM. Bce onu sl Hee NeauInucCh Ha Tex,
KTO «IIOHUMAET», U TeX, KTO «He TTOHUMaeT». «HemoHumaromme» n3roHs-
JIMCh U3 €€ XXU3HU pa3 M HaBCeTaa.

«SI cauilkoM ctapa, — roBopuiia B Takux ciaydasix AHHa MocudoBHa, —
YTOOBI TPATUTh OCTATOK THEW Ha pa3HbIX O0JBaHOB!»

Anexkcanap Illan-Tupeit, kaxercs, Kak pa3 «[OHUMaJI» U SIBHO ObLIT
He 00JIBAHOM.

— Anekc?..

— Ha-na. Curo munHyty, AHHa MocudosHa.

EMy kak OynTo XaJib OBIIO paccTaBaThCS CO IIKUTIEpAMU, MOPSIKaMU
u CeBepHBIM MOpPEM, TJIe XOJIOMHBINA BeTep HamyBaJl TyTHe Iapyca. Y ero
6aby1iku Jlenu Korma-To Oblla KHUXKA CO CTApUHHBIMU TPpaBlOpaMM, Ha
KOTOPBIX KaK pa3 M300pakaauch OPUTH W KJIMIIEPBI M XOJOMHBIM BETEp
TOYHO TaK e HagyBaJl ux yepHo-0ebie napycal.. Kyma-to oHa nomeBanach
rnocjie Toro, Kak 6adyiika ymepiaa, U AjleKc HUKorna ee 60blie He BUIE.

OH ITOCTOSUT ellle HEMHOTIO, IIPOBEJ KOHYMKAMU MabIEB 0 TEILUIBIM
u3pasiiaM, TTOBEPHYJICS U 3aMep.

Xo3stifKa cMOTpejla Ha Hero BHUMATEJIPHO M HACTOPOXEHHO, MCITOJI-
JIOObSI, M B €€ JIMLIE, BAPYT MOTEPSBIIEM MOJIOXABYIO CBEXECThb, AJEKC
yBUIE] HEHABUCTh M CTpax.

...OHa yTo-To cKpbIBaeT. Mnu Koro-to 6outcsa. Mens?.. Yto oHa MOXeT
3HaTh 000 MHE?..

B koHIIe KOHIIOB MpoOKJsATas KopoOKa Bce-Taku rpoxHyack! Cpazy
ObLIO TMOHSTHO, YTO OHA FPOXHETCS — CTOsIJIa HEYCTOMYMBO U KaK-TO
OOKOM, a OH BCe IIBBIPSUI U LIBBIPSUT B HEE pa3HbIe MPEIMEThI, CIOBHO
B ITOMOWKY!

— Bonons! — xxano6Ho BckpukHyaa ZKaHHa, camast MOJIoAas U BITeUar-
JIUTEJIbHASL COTPYIHULIA €r0 OTAENA, U PUHYJIACh TOAOUPATS.

— Yr0?! — pSABKHYJ OH, U OHA MOISITUJIAChH, UCITYTaBIIUCH.

— Ynano xe...

— 41 Buxy.

OH aepHyN ¢ mosa KopoOKy. OcraBieecss B Hell 6apaxyio XKaJaoOHO
3BSIKHYJIO, W, 3apbluaB, OH BbIBAJIWJI BCE Ha MOJI, B OOLIYIO Ky4y, U BIPSIMb
BBIIJISIACBIIYIO HEMTPUCTOMHO U XKaJIKO, KaK MyCOpHasl.

...DTO0 Bce, UTO Thl HAXUJI Ha CBOEi XpeHoBoii padoTe?! Bot ata camas
Kyuda Mycopa, 1 0oJibliie Hu4ero?!
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— Bononpka, He 0y31, — C OCTOPOKHBIM JTOOPOAYIIMEM TTOCOBETOBA
3aMeCTUTEeJIb U3-3a CBOEro KoMmbloTepa. — CaelaHHOTO He BOPOTHILb.
MoxXeT, OHO U K JIy4IlIeMY, YTO Thl YXOIMIIIb...

— 41 He yxoxXy, — mpoueaust CkBo3b 3yosl Branumup beperoBoii, ObiB-
11 10 HeJaBHEro BpeMeHu HadaibHUKOM IT-oTnena. — MeHs yBOJIbHSIIOT.

...Bor umenHo! Bor uMeHHO, uTo yBOoIbHSIOT! M OoTHEN Terneps He TBOIA,
M 3aMeCTUTEIb He TBOM, U 3Ta camas... KakK ee... 2KaHHa BOBce He TBOS
coTpyaHu1a!

A cIenaHHOro, SICHBII X000T, HE BOPOTHIIIB!

KaHHa moJs3aia o CBeTJIOMY KOBPOJIMHY, coOMpasia pacKaTUBLIAECS
PYYKM, pa3jieTeBIIMeCs JUCTKU, MSIThIE (paitioBble manku, ¢hiaeiku 6e3 KoJ-
MayKoB, TIOOUK TEPMOMACThI, IPEBHIOI0 TUCKETY C TOPSIYO JIIOOUMOi1 UTPOii
«Warcraft-1», BBITyIIIEHHO#, KaxeTcsi, B 96-M Tofy, 1 IPOYYIO epyHIY.

BeperoBoii cBepxy cMoTpes Ha OeqHsSKKY 2KaHHy, KOTopasi U30 BCex
CUJI cTapajlach KaK-TO €My TTIOMOYb, M OTYasTHHO ee HeHaBuaen. CBeTibie
BOJIOCHI, LIETTOYKY MO3BOHKOB, BBICTYIUBLIMX IO CBUTEPOM, U Jaxe MoI-
Ky cepieukoM — Bce, Bce!.. Bripouem, HeHaBuaea oH He TOJbKO 2KaHHY
¢ ee monkoit! OH HeHaBuUIEN CBOM OTAEN, COTPYIHUKOB, BCEX O €AUHOTO,
W Ha4aJIbHUKOB — OTHEJIbHOU, SpOCTHOM, OCTPO HEHABUCTbHIO, OT KOTOPOM
TEMHEJIO B IJ1a3ax W JBIIIATh CTAHOBWJIOCH TPYIHO.

Hukorna ¢ HUM Takoro He ObUIO!..

— Bonoap, TeI MpodeccroHana, — BHOBb IMOJAN TOJIOC €ro ObIBIIMWIA
3aMECTUTENb, U ITOT TOJIOC TTOKa3aicsd beperoBomMy JoKMBBIM — OT HEHa-
BucTU. — ThI XX TTOHUMAaEIb, YTO Yy TeOs1 Bce OyaeT xopoiuo. Thl ceituac
B ce0S MpUIEIb, OTJISIAVIILCS, OTIBIIINIITLCA U HAlAEIIb padoTy ellle Jaxe
JIydlie, 4eM B HalleM 0oJioTe.

— 3amomuu, — TUX0 Besea beperosoii.

— Yero?..

— 41 ckazan, 3aTKHUCH.

— Jla mamHo Teb6e rncuxoBaTh, Bomoabka!l.. S xx roBopio, 4To Bce y Te0sI. ..

— ¥V MeHs1? — nepecnpocuil yBOJEHHbIN HauyaJbHUK TaKUM TOJIOCOM,
yto ZKaHHa TTPOBOPHO, KaK OILIMapeHHasl KOoIlIKa, Moaajach OT HETO IO
cToi1. — Y MeHsI MaThb BTOpOi Mecsll B 6onbHuLe! OOMpHBII UH(papKT
y Hee. Ml ecnu aeHer He TUIaTUTh, OHU €€ B OMH MOMEHT B OOIIYIO MayiaTy
nepeBenyT, a TaM ecTh yesoBek! IllecTs nexaunx 6aboK, KOTOpble MO,
ce0s1 xonat! Tel aT0 MOHMMaelb uiu HeT?! I MHe HeKoraa orisiaAbIBaThCs
U B ce0sl MpUXOIUTh, MHE 3a MaTh IUIATUTh HY>XKHO! WM 3a kBapTupy TOXE!
YV MeHs1 ke KpenuT, uepT 06l modpait ero copceM! I'ne u dero s ceituac Oymy
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uckatb?! MHe HyXHO 3aBTpa e Ha paboTy, Thl MOHsI?! 3aBTpa XKe! A rie
s1 ee BO3bMY IO 3aBTpa, paboty?!

W TyT OH IrpOXHYJ KyJaKOM 10 KJIaBUAaType TakK, YTO Ta MIacTMacCOBO
WKHYJIa ¥ TpeCHyJa nomnoJsiaMm, U KaHHa, TapalluBlLIasCsl U3-TI0J CTOJa,
3axkaJsia il pyKamu, 3aMeCTUTeJIb OTIIATHYJICS B Kpecyie M YyTh He yIia,
a M3-3a2 TOHKOI NEPEeropoJKu 3aKpUYIasu:

— Dii, yero y Bac Tam?! BoiiHa Havyanach?!

— Ha! — 3aopan beperosoii. — BoitHa, 6iunH! BozaymiHas tpesoral!

U Bce cmonkiio.

— M3-3a Kakoii-TO CyKM HeaOTpaxaHHOU, — BBITOBOPWJI OH, CTPAaHHO
KpUBSI TYObl, — W3-3a APSIHU MOCJIEIHEN, YTOO eil CTOXHYTH!..

— Tloiiny g mokypio, — pelni 6JaropasyMHbIil 3aMeCTUTENb 1 OOKOM
BBIOpaJicsl U3 Kpecyia. — [ 1e-To TyT Mou curapeTbl ObLIn? ..

— Biagumup, a 310? — TOHKMM roiocoM cripocuia 2KanHa. — Dt1o Baie?..

BeperoBoit MpayHO TJISTHYJI TIOM CTOJ.

OHa npoTdruBaja eMy HOCKM, HEMHOTO MOHOLIEHHbIE, HO YUCTHIE,
KOTOpbIE OH BCEraa Aepkas B sIIMKe, Ha BCAKUM caydail. Majo jau, Horu
MPOMOYUT WJIU ObIpKa Kakass-HUOYAb HEeMpeaBUaeHHas1 oopasyercs!

IIlexn y ObIBIIErOo HayajdbHMKAa MOMEHTAJIbHO MOPO30BEIU, MOTOM
PO30BBIi LIBET MepeTeK B SIPKO-aJIblif, U Ha IIee B30YXJIA XWUJIbI, TOJICThIC
U TIEPEBUTHIE, KaK BEPEBKM.

— Oit, — Tuxo ckazana XKaHHa.

— JlaitTe crona!

Co Bcero pa3maxy OH ILIBBIPHYJI HOCKY B KOPOOKY, Tyaa Xe IMojeTeun
JIBE TTOJIOBUHKY KJTABUATYPHI, TOJICTAs 3a4MTaHHAS KHUTA 1 ITpoJast epyH/a,
cobpaHHas ¢ 1oja ZKaHHOI.

Hy BoT, cOOCTBEHHO, 1 BCe.

Bce?! Teneps yx coBcem Bce?!

— Bnagumup, 51 xoTena BaM cka3aTb, — Havaja 2KaHHa, cTapaTesIbHO
He TJIs1751 HAa Hero, HO OH HE MOT M HE XOTeJ €€ CIyIIaTh.

— Bce! — Bcilyx MOBTOPUJT OH TO, YTO BEPTEIOCH Y HErO B rojloBe. —
Bce, noporas 2Kanna! JIo HOBbIX BcTpeu!

— Her, npocTo 04eHb XKaJKO, YTO Bbl YXOAUTE, TOTOMY UTO C BaMU TaK
MPUSITHO PaboTaTh U BbI TaK XOPOIIIO...

— 4l xopomo! — nonrBepaun Bnagumup beperopoit u monxBaTuil CBOIO
KOpoOKy. — I mpocTo oTauuHo!

ZKaHHa 1mo6exxaia u paciaxysia IBepb — BUIUMO, YTOOBI €My TIPOIIIe
ObLIIO YXOIUTD C PabOTHI, TJIe OH MPOBEJ MOCAeIHUE TPU rojia CBOE XXU3HU,
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CO3/IaB OTHAET U3 HMYETO, U3 BO3IyXa, TIIe eMy OBIJI0O MHTEPECHO M TPYIHO,
M Ka3aJloch, YTO OH HYKeH 1 0e3 Hero He 000MmIyTCs.

Ommbancs, 10KHO ObITh. O00MMYTCS, pa3 yBOJWIM B MATh MUHYT,
JIOJITO HE My4uiu!..

BrliiTu oH He ycrien. Ha nmopore Bo3Hukia JleHouka win Ojyeuka u3
oyxrantepuu, beperoBoil oyt yrepcsi B Hee CBOeil KOpOOKOIA.

— Th1 4yTO, mepee3xkaelnb, Bojgomeyka? — KMBO IMOMHTEPECOBAIACH
Jlenouka nnu Oneuka. OHa xxeBajla MOPKOBKY, IEpKa €€ MOYeMY-TO ABYMSI
ImajbIlaMu, Kak curapety. — A Kyma? ThI XKe BpoJie TOJIBKO YTO IIEPErOPOAKY
rocTaBuI!

M3-3a 3TOi caMoli TTepeTOpOIKN BHITJISTHYJ KTO-TO U3 €r0 COTPYIHU-
KOB — TO €CTh OBIBIINX, YK€ HE €ro! — OKMHYJ B3IISIIOM MM3aHCIECHY
W CKPBIJICS.

— Y10 HYXHO?

— Wnu tebs noBbicuan?

— MeHs yBonwiIn.

Jlenouka mau OJieyka MPBICHYJA CO CMEXY M MaxHyjla Ha HEro Mop-
KOBKOM.

— Jla mapHo!

beperosoii mioxHys1 cBOIO KOpOOKY Ha Oymxaitiiuii cto. B kopobOke
KAJIOOHO BCXJIMITHYJIO.

— YT0 HYXKHO-TO?..

Jlernouka v OJieyka repecTaa Xpymnarb, U JIMIIO €€ 0TOOPa3HIIO TPEBOTY.

— Her, npaBna, uyro ym?..

ZKanHa, Ha KOTOPYIO Ta ITOCMOTpeJia, TOPECTHO 3aKMBaIa. JIeHouKa mim
OJeyka CIJIOTHYJIA ¥ OKPYIJIMIIA TJ1a3a.

— Bononeuka, Kak ke 3T0?.. A TTouemMy Mbl He 3HaeM?.. HeT, a Kak Xe
MBI TeTIepb OyIeM, eCJI THI...

BeperoBoii Moyya, Ha Iliee OMSITh HAAYIUCh CTPAIIHbIC IEPEBUTHIC
SKUJTBI.

— A s... 1 B0oOOIIIEe-TO 3a YalHMKOM, Bostonb, — pa3misiapiBas ero, cKa-
3aya JleHouka i Onedka. — ThI... moOYnHWI?

BeperoBoii mpoien K CTe/UIaxky 1 pacIaxHysl CTBOPKU.

— Koropsrii Bam?

Ha monke mmoMenaimch Tpy 2JIEKTPUISCKUX JaifHUKA U OJHA MUKPO-
BOJTHOBKA.

— Bort aror, cuHeHbKUi!

— 3abupaii.
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— A TBI TTOYMHMI, 1a? — HEe KO BpeMeHHU Bo3pamoBajiach JIeHouKa nim
Oneuka. — Bot cnacu6o tebe 6osbliioe! A TO Mbl BCEe K COCEISIM 3a KUITISIT-
KoM xoauM, mooupaemcs! M cyxomsaTka 3Ta Hagoesa, Jaxe CYIMUUKY He
3aBaputb! Tsl Monoael;, Bomoaeuka!

OHa cyHy/1a B pOT MOPKOBKY, TOAXBaTHIa YaHUK U YK€ TMTOYTH BbITIOPX-
HyJIa U3 OTAeJa, HO BAPYT OCTAaHOBWJIACh, BUIUMO BCIIOMHUB.

— Her, TbI npaBga... Toro?

— IlpaBna.

— A... Kyza Tbl Tenepb?

— 3a KynbIKUHY ropy! — pSBKHYJ COBEPIIEHHO M3HEMOTIINIT OT rops
beperosoii 1 monxBaTuil cBOI KOpoOky. — [lasaii. IToka.

JleHouka unu Oneyka ¢ YailHUKOM B OOBSITUSIX BBIKATUIACh B KOPUIIOP,
a YBOJICHHBIH MTOAYMaJl HEMHOTO, TUTIOXHYJT KOPOOKY 00paTHO 1 B3sICS 3a
TenedoH. 2ZKaHHa cMoTpesia BCTPEBOXKEHHO.

— MapslleTpoBHa, — CKOPOTOBOPKOM BHIITAIWII OH B TPYOKY, — 31pacTe,
ato Bonoast beperosoii. Tak momyuniiocs, 4to s... B o01ieM, MeHst He OyaeT,
Tak 4To BBl IeuKky 3a0epute. Het, moyemy, padoraet. 4 caenan. M TatbsiHe
EBreHneBHE M3 KaapoB CKaxXuTe, YToO 32 YalHMKOM 3allia, JagHo?.. Ja
HeT, Bce B nopsiake. He 3a utro, MapsllerpoBHa. [lo cBugaHus.

ITpyBBIYHBIM ABUXXEHUEM OH CYHYJ ObLIO TPYOKY B 3aJHUII KapMaH
JDKUHCOB, HO CTIIOXBaTMJICS M aKKYpaTHO BEPHYJI €€ Ha amrapar.

— MarepuaibHble IEHHOCTH pa3faiiTe BlaaeabliaM, — Bejiel oH 2KaHHe
U OMSITh B3SIJICS 32 KOPOOKY. — MUMKPOBOJIHOBKA U3 MEPBOIA pelaklivu, Yyai-
HUK OIWH 13 KaapoB, a BTOPOi 51 320611 0TKyna. Bpoae Hactst mpuHocuna,
cexkperapiia AHHbI MocudoBHbI. S Bce mounmHuMI.

— A... 3a4eM Bbl UX YMHUTE? — OCTOPOKHO MOUHTEpecoBaiach 2KaHHa.

— OHu JoMaroTCcs, BOT g U YMHIO, — 00BbsicHII beperosoit. — IIpocTo
HMKTO TOJIKOM HE 3HaeT, YeM Ha caMoM Jieiie 3aHumMaetcs IT-otnen! S tpu rona
OOBSCHSIJI, HO HUKTO IO KOHIIA He TToHsLI. Bece mymaloT, 4yTo pa3 Mbl pa3oupa-
eMCsl B KOMITbIOTEPAX, 3HAUMT, B YaTHMKAX YK TOYHO pazbepemcs. M HecyT.
A MHe TTpolle 1Ba KOHTAKTa MepenasiTb, YeM 0ObSICHEHUST OOBSICHSITh, OT LIapst
I'opoxa u no Hamux aHeit! Jlo ceunanusi, Kanxa! Bcem npuBer.

U ymen.

KaHHa moceMeHMJIa 32 HUM, HO y Hero Obljla COBEPLIEHHO HEINpe-
KJIOHHA$l CIIMHA, M OHA CHaJyayia MpUTOPMO3UJIa, a TOTOM U BOBCE OTCTaJIA.
ITocmoTpena emy Bciied v BepHYJIAch B OTAE, Iie ObUIO YK€ MOJTHO HAapomdy,
Kak OyITO BCE TO BpeMsI COTPYIHUKM TIPATAINCH 3a IKadaMu U IITO-
pamu!.. OTaen ryaen u coTpsicajicsl OT HEroA0BaHUsI, KaK MapoBasi MallluHa
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6patbeB YepenaHoBbIX. [1peniaraayich NETULIMT, BO33BaHUS 1 KOJUIEKTUB-
Hble TIMChbMa B 3alIUTY.

Bnanumup beperoBoii, HUYero He 3HaBIINI O MOMHSBILEICS eMy BCIIe
Oype, pelni, 4To B JudTe HU 32 YTO HE MOENET — OMSITb PACCIIPOCHI,
COYYBCTBEHHBIE B3IJISIbl U HEJIOBKOCTb, CPOAHU TOM, YTO BCETrAa MCIbI-
TBIBAIOT 3JJ0POBbIE€ B TPUCYTCTBUU TSIXKEJTOOOJbHOTO, — U CTaJl CITYCKAThCS
10 JIECTHULIE.

Boo061ie-To oH Bce Bpemst Oerall 1o JIeCTHUIIE, JudTa He TOXKACIIbCS,
a JieJ1 TI0JIHO, Be3lie HYXKHO ycreTb. EMy HpaBUI0Ch TOPOITUTHCS U YCIIEBATD
WM HE yCreBaTh, U OH JaXe B 3TUX YEPTOBBIX YaHHUKAX HAy4dWJICS pas-
OMpaThCsl, TIOTOMY YTO 0€3 HEro HUKTO He CcTall Obl pa30upaThCesi!

M3-3a KOpOOKHU, TPUKATOM K XKUBOTY, OH He BUAEJ CTYTIeHE! 1 1LIe Mel-
JIEHHO, ¥ ero gorHaya OJibra U3 oTaesa pycckoit mpo3sl. JJorHama u Kpernko
B3s1J1a 3@ JIOKOTb.

— Bononp, mocroii.

— 4 yxoxy.

— MHe HyXHO ¢ TOOOI ITOTOBOPUTb.

OH nocMOoTpeJT HEMPUS3HEHHO.

OTta Onbra, 6yab OHa HeJlagHa, HpaBUJIach eMy, IO3TOMY OH BCSYECKU
ee uszberan u neMoHcTpupoBai 6e3paznuuue. Ceituac oHa Obl1a eMy COBCEM
HekctaTu. OHa He JOJKHA BUNETh, KaK OH YOUpaeTcsl Tpoyb, MOAXKaB XBOCT,
Oynro cobaka, KOTOPYIO MMHKOM BBIKMHYJIW U3 qgoMa!

— Ecnu y Te6s1 onsITh CETh BUCUT, 3TO OOJIbIIE HE KO MHE.

— Bosons, MHe HY>XKHO ¢ TOOOI TOroBopuTh. [1psiMo ceituac. 3To oueHb
BaXKHO.

— 4 yxoXy, — MOBTOPUJ OH HETEPIEeJUBO U AEPHYJ FOJIOBOI.

— To1 yxomuib u3-3a MeHs1. — OHa KakK OyATO CIIOTKHYJIACh U OCTAHOBU -
JIaCh, M €My IPUIILIOCh OCTAHOBUThHCS TOXKe. — Tebst Magam MutpogaHoBa
yBouia u3-3a (otox B UHTEepHeTe, na?

— Jla.

— Hy BoT. — OHa oTBeJa I71a3a B CTOPOHY U B3IOXHYJIa OYEHb Pellu-
TEJIbHO: — DTO g UX BBIJIOXMWIIA.

— Ilosnpasnsiio, — npousHec beperoBoii, He 3Has1, UTO elle CKas3aTh.

OHU MTOMOJTYAJIX, CTOSI TIOCPEAU JECTHULIBI.

— 910 g BUHOBAaTa, Bonons.

— WM uro u3 aToro? Thl pemnina packastecsi? Hy, BoT Tebe oTnylieHne
TPEXOB, T0Yb MOsI, a s TIOIIET.

— Yto THI 3as1anU — TowIeN, rmowen!.. MHe HyXHO Koe-4To Tebe IMo-
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Ka3zaTb, OUeHb BaxkHoe. M 3T0, — OHa MOHM3MJIA TOJOC ¥ MPUABUHYJIACH
K HEMY, — UMeeT OTHolIeHre K youiicTBy. [Tonumaenn?..

...TBI 4YTO-HUOYIb OHMMAaeITb? Thl IOHUMaEIb TOJBKO, YTO €€ TPYIb,
yHaKoBaHHasl B TUIOTHBIN 1IeJaK OIy3KW, MOYTH KacaeTcsl TBOETO JIOKTSI —
eli-06ory! — 1 OT ee BOJIOC MaXHET YIOUTEIbHO, Y OHA YTO-TO TOBOPUT, U ThI
BUIMIIIb, KAK OHA CKJIaJbIBAET I'yObl, U OJIECTUT cepeskka B MOUKE HEXKHOTO yXa.

Yo6uiictBo?.. Kakoe youiicTBo?..

— Bounoas, na npocHuch Thi! Hy, eciiu Xouelb Ha MeHsI HaopaThb, HAOpH,
TOJIbKO He Mosun! — Ho OH Bce MoJTyall, 1 OHa HETEPHeJUBO MOJCYHYJIACh
elle MmobauxKe 1 MOHU3MIA Tojoc: — l BhISICHUIIA, YTO B 3TOM JIeJie 3aMe-
111aHa TBOSI Majaam!

OH OTCTYIWJI U yIiepcs 3anHulieil B mepuwia — Tak, 4Toobl OJibra ero
He Kacayach 00JIbIIe, — U MePeCIIPOCHIL:

— Kakast manam? B kakoe neno?..

— MuTtpodaHoBa, rocroau, Kakas ke eie!.. A 3aMelliaHa oHa B youii-
crBe! [lomnu, s1 mokaxy!

AJexc He OTBOAWI IJ1a3 U He 1eBeauiics, 1 AHHa MocudoBHa nporHyia
nepBoii. Bapyr MoprHysia u 3aropopuia odeHb (hajablIUBO, U 3aJABUTAIaCh
CJIMIIIKOM CYETJIMBO:

— Anexkc, nyma most! Hy, uto xe BbI?.. Yail 1aBHO rOTOB, BOT-BOT OCTHI-
HET, a OCTBIBLIMIA yaii — yke He yaii!.. Cagurech BOT 3[€Ch, OTCIOJIa OTIIMYHO
BUIHO M3pa3libl, ¥ BBl CMOXETE IMPOA0JIKATH UMU JII000BAaThCsI. MHE OUeHb
MPUSITHO, YTO UX oLieHWw1In!.. Bbl 3HaTOK MPUKIAIHOIO UCKYCCTBA?..

OH nomen.

— Ckopee HeT, — 1, CXXaIUBIIUCh, OTBEJ IJ1a3a OT ee Julia. — 3Halo
HEMHOT'0, KOT/Ia-TO TIPOXOIWJI B YHUBepcUTeTe. B OCHOBHOM Mpo HeMeEll-
KYI0O MaliOJIMKY.

W3 cepebpsiHoro vaiiHuka AHHa MocudoBHa HaJMBaja B TOHKYIO YalIKy
Kpenmyaninuit yai, HOXOXH1iA B COJIHEYHOM CBETE Ha PACILIABJICHHBIN STHTAPb.

— Bort kak! Kakylo xe HeMel Ky MaiioJIMKY ITPOXOIST B YyHUBepCUTETe?
Kpyxku 'mpuidorensi?.. — B1o ObIIO CKa3aHO C HEKOTOPBIM TMpeHeOpe-
KEHHUEM.

— W ee peiiHCKUE, U «IITaHT€HKPYT».

— A Jlumox? He mobure?

AJnekc yabIOHYJICS 1 TIpUTyOUIT yaii, 4yBCTBYS ce0s1 OEAHBIM CTYICHTOM
B 3aHOIICHHOM CIOPTYYHILIKE, BHE3aITHO YTOIUBIINM 32 O0CIECHHBIN CTOM
B IIpoheCcCOpCKOM IOME.
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— Hy, a10 yxe ®panums, a He ['epmanmst, AHHa MocudosHa. U Tam
Jieaav 3Majib, HACKOJIKO s TIOMHIO.

— Jla-ga. — Xo3siika, COBepIIEHHO YCIIOKOMBIINUCH, YCTPOWIACh Ha-
MPOTUB U YJIBIOHYJIACh MOOUIPUTEIBHO MOBEPX TOHYAMIero dhapdopa. —
B nmsaTHaauatoM Beke B JIMMoXe Kak pa3 HaydWJIMCh TTOKPBIBATb METaJLI
SMaJIeBbIMUM KpackaMmu. Sl HU4ero He myrtaio?..

Bunumo, Bce-Taku 3Kk3aMeH, pelna Ajiekc. 3aHSTHO.

B mocneaHee BpeMst OH TOJIBKO M AeJajl, YTO cAaBajl SK3aMEHbBI, U BCe
npoBaauBacs!..

— Her-Her, abcot0THO BepHO. PUCYHOK BbIpe3aivi Ha MeTajuie, a yriyo-
JIEHUs1 3aMoJIHSIIM YepHoii aMaiiblo. [lociie aToro obxxuraiu nepsblil pas,
a TIOTOM YK HaKJIaablBaJld OCTaJIbHbIE KpaCKY M BHOBb oOxkuranu. MHorma
MCIIOJIb30BaJIM OEJIblil U 30J10TOH 11BeTa, a, HarpuMmep, XKan TleHnKo nzo-
Opaxkasl COBCEM CJIOXKHBIE CIOXKETHI.

— Yro BHI roBopute?!

— bubneiickue U UCTOPUYECKHUE CLIEHBI, — TOATBEPANI Pa3BeCeUB-
muiicst Ainekc. — BnusHue B OCHOBHOM, KOHEYHO, (piaMaHICKOe, a BIIO-
CJIEICTBUY HEMEIIKOE U MTAJTbSTHCKOE.

— Imowmxku npsimo u3 nyxoBku. Most Maprapura HukonaeBHa ToOIbKO
nepe BallMM NpuxoauM gocrtaia! Yroiuaitech, Asnekc. Bot ¢ usiomom,
a 9TU C caxapoM, kiaccuyeckue. Bol kakue Oosblie Jodute?

Bunumo, 310 03HavYaeT «oTANYHO». CTaBJIIO B 3a4YETKY.

— 4 Bcsaxkue mo6mo, AHHa MocudoHa. — OH mocMoTpert et B I1a3a. —
Bama Maprapura HukonaeBHa npocto BoeboHuia. [lepenaiite eit Mmoe
BOCXMIIICHHE.

— C ynoBoabctBueM! OHa OyneT cuactausa. Bel kypute?.. Ecnu ga, BoT
nernejlbHulIa, U He cTecHslTech! — Xo3siika NMpuaBUHYJIa K HEMY HEKUI
XPYCTaJIbHBII COCYJl CKa30YHOW KpacoThl, OpbI3raoninii BO BCE CTOPOHBI
pa3HOLBETHLIMU OJIMKaMU. — AXMaToBa BCeraa TOBOpuja, YTo KypeHue...

— BDT0 1enb YHUXEHU, — 3aKoHUMI Ajiekc. — Bce BpeMsi Hy>XKHO
Y KOro-To CIipalivBaTh pa3pelieHust!

— H-na, — 3amymuuBo npobopmoTasia oHa cede noja Hoc. — BoT Tebe u Ha...

W He MeHsIs ToHAa:

— Bac korma-HuOynp yHuxXaau, Anekc?

— Jla.

— 4 He BbIHOLIY YHUKeHUIT. — OHa pa3myJia TOHKUE HO3APU. 3BIKHYI
dapdop, u coenanoch Tak TUXO, YTO CIBIIIHO CTaJIO, KaK ¢ TOW CTOPOHBI
CTEKJIa HA30MJIMBO U YyTPOOHO TYIAUT IMO3IHSSI MyXa.
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Anna MocngoBHa CTpeMUTETBHO TIOTHSIIACH U JIETKMM, COBCEM JEBUYb-
MM 1lIaroM OTolUIa K TMy3aToMy OydeTy U ToTyac ke BepHyJach. B pykax
y Hee OblJIa KUTalMcKasi KOpOOOUYKA C KEJThIM OOTIBIXaHOM Ha KpPBIIIKE.
AHHa MocudoBHa nocrana cUrapeTky U CIMYKU U, MPUBBIYHO YMPKHYB,
OBICTPO 3aKypuia.

AJieKC CMOTpeJ Ha Hee BO Bce Iiasza.

Kyputs B u3natenbeTBe «AaBuT» OBUTO CTPOXKANIIE 3aIPEIIeHO, ITPaK-
TUYECKU MOJ CTPAXOM YBOJIBHEHUS. B oTaene KaapoB eMy COOOIININ, YTO
reHepajibHasi AMPEeKTpuca ¢ KypeHreM 00peTcsl OecIoliaqHo U BCephes, Kak
AKTUBUCT IBUXXEHUS «3a 3M0POBbE HALUW».

— 4 nonro tepnena, — npoaosKaia xo3siika. Curapera AbIMUIACh y Hee
B pyke. — JI0JKHO ObITh, Heb3s1 ObLIO Tak goJiro!l.. Ho ... cmanoaymHu-
yaja, Anekc. Y moriarunacs!

— 3a yto?

— B ToM-TO Bce neno. — OnHa OOKOM IIpucesia Ha CTYJI M MpPUKphLIa
1a3a. Ajlekc HUKaK He MOT B3Thb B TOJIK, UTPAeT OHA WM IepexuBaeT
Bcepbe3. — S He 3Hal0, 3a 4yTo. M 3TO TOXE YHU3UTEILHO, TIOHUMAaeTe?

— He coBceM, — cka3ajl oH 0CTOpOXXHO. — Bbl roBopuTe 00... youiicTee?

— YbuiictBo — mnocieaHee 3BeHO. Bce Havanoch naBHO, U MEHS Mpe/I-
YIpeXIaanu O TOM, YTO MOXET CIYIUTBLCS caMoe Xy/llee, HO s He Bepuia,
KOHEYHO!

3a mIeyoM Mpou30IIII0 KaKOe-TO ABMKEHUE, AJIeKC OTIsIHYJICSI, AHHA
HMocudoBHa MOBEIUTENIBHO MaxXHyJla PyKOi, U CTBOPKA TUXOHBKO TMpU-
TBOPUJIACH.

...KTo Tam Moxet ObITh? Ax na! KynecHuiia Mapraputa HukonaeBHa
C o4yepeaHOo mopirei MMporos Ha oJoe!

Wnu Het?

B 3TOM cTpaHHOM U MPEKPACHOM JIOM€ BCE HE TO U HE TaK, KaK KaxKeTcsl
Ha MepBbIid B3s!..

— S B HeynoOHOM MOJIOXXEeHUU, — BAPYT 3asiBuiia AHHa MocudoBHa. —
S H1Yero o Bac He 3Hal0, U MHE Bac, MPSIMO CKaxKeM, HaBsI3aJId, HO y MEHSI HET
BbIOOpa. Bbl 1OJIKHBI y3HATH 000 BCEM, a I, BUIMMO, 00s13aHa BaM paccKa3arTh.

— JlaBaiiTe g mornpo0yo0, — NpemoXui AjleKc. — A BbI CKaXeTe, IIpaB
51 WK HeT. XOTs ObI B TOM, YTO MHE yAajJ0Ch NOHATh. Ha naHHBIN MOMEHT.

ITpuiypuBIIKCh, OHA TOCMOTpEJIa Ha HETO.

— H-ny, nonpo0Oyiite.

— Hexkoropoe BpeMst Hazal BBl CTaJM TOJIyYaTh MUChMa C YIPO3aMHU.
KcraTtu, kak onun npuxoaunu? I1o snekTpoHHO# nmouTe?..
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OHa KuBHYyJIA.

— BHauazne Bbl BooOIllle He oOpalllaii HAa HUX BHUMaHUS M MPOCTO
yaansiau. IToToM oHM cTanM Bac pa3apaxkaTh. 3aTeM Bbl 3a0€CITOKOUIICH.
IToTom, BUIUMO, UCIYTaUCh.

— Te, uTo 9 pacnieuyaTaja Jisl Bac, cambie 0€300MIHbIC, TOBEPhTE MHe!..

AJieKc TOMENNIL.

— Bepro, — corylacuiicsl OH Tak, Kak OyITO BOBCE HE corjauaics. —
O4eHb HEOCMOTPUTEIBHO OBLJIO ¢ Balllell CTOPOHBI OCTABJISITH UX Ha CTOJIE,
AnHa MocudgosHa!

— Ha, HO & He mpeariojaraja, YTo B IeHb Balllero MepBOro MOosIBJSHUS
B M3IATEJIbCTBE CAYYUTCS 3TO UyIOBUIIIHOE yOuiicTBO! — OHa omsiTh pas-
JlyJia HO3MIPU.

...Ha gto oHa cepautcsi? Ha Hero 3a To, UTO OH MOSIBWICSI B U31aTe/b-
CTBe, UJIX Ha TO, YTO MPOU30ILLIO0 youiicTBo? Jla ellle Takoe... HeajleraHTHoe!

— 4l cobupanachk cnokoitHO MobecenoBaTh C BaMU, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT
BIPYT HAYaJIOCh 3TO CBETONPECTABJIEHUE, a TOTOM, — OHAa MaxHyJja pyKoit, —
MHeE yXXe ObUIO He 0 3anucoK. Brpouem, BBl Buaenau camu!..

— Bugen, — onsath cornacuiicst AjleKc Tak, Kak OyaTo BOBCE HE CO-
rnamancsi. — Kro ele 3Han o ToMm, 4To BaM yrpoxatotr? B uznarennctse
3HaIU?

— Her, — GbIcTpo cKa3ajia OHa U PELIUTENbHO MOTYILWIA B TIENEIbHULIE
curapety. — Hukro He 3Hal.

CUIIKOM OBICTPO U CIUIIKOM PELIUTENBHO.

— BBl noiiMuTte, Aslekc, y Hac COBEpIIEHHO 0coOeHHasi oOCcTaHOBKa!
MpbI AeiicTBUTEILHO OIHA CeMbsI, XOTS Y Hac paboTaeT HECKOJIbKO COTEH
YeJIOBEK, a €CJIM CUMTaTh CKJIaAbl U ONTOBbIE 0a3bl, MOYTU JABE THICSIUM!
N s coenana Bce MIs1 TOro, YTOOKI JIIOAW Ha caMOM Jejie 0oJeu 3a Aeo,
KoTtopoMy oHM ciayxat! CiayXuTh KHUTaM — 3TO mpekpacHo! MHe maxe
OpeAacTaBUTh CTPAIIHO, UTO ObLIO Obl, eciiv O s 3aTesia, HAIIpUMEpP, BHY-
TpeHHee paccienoBaHue!..

AJleKC yIUBUJICS — COBEPILIEHHO WCKPEHHE.

— BBI X0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO CIIy>kOa 0€30MacHOCTH ToXe He B Kypce?!

— Huxkro He B Kypce. Tonbko 5 u...

Omna Bapyr 3amoinyana. OH xxaai.

— Xoture yar, AjleKc? — CIpocujia OHa COBEPILIEHHO IPYTUM TOHOM,
CBETCKUM, JIETKUM, YTOIAIOUIVM.

— Tak, — ckasaj oH cKopee cebe, ueM eil. — 3HauuT, ciy>kba 6e3omnac-
HOCTM HaM HUYEM MTOMOYb HE MOXKET.
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— 4 Bce BpeMms ynasisiia U3 mouTsl Bce 3Tv ragoctu! Hy, y MeHs rpocTo
He ObUIO CUJT Ha 3TO cMOTpeTh! A coxpaHuia TOJbKO MOCIEeIHUE, KOTOPbIE
BBl HAIIUIK Y MEHS Ha CTOJIE.

— Ux Haien Baw 3amectutenb. I HeMeJIEHHO OCTaBUII B U3BECTHOCTD
ellle OJIHOTO Balllero 3aMeCTUTEIsI, BEpHee, 3aMeCTUTEIbHULLY.

AnHa MocudoBHa 1oxaja riedamu:

— Tenepsp 310 yXe He uMeeT 3HaueHus. [locne youiicTBa Bpsia i MHe
yJIacTcsi BOCCTAaHOBUTD peryTaliuio uzaareabctsal M eciu 61 BbI TOJIBKO 3HA-
Ji1, AJleKc, Kak sl HeHaBWXY YeJloBeKa, KOTOPbI MOCMe BTOPITHYThCS B MO
Mup! BTOprHyTbcsl, HaraauTh B HEM 1 McuYe3HYTh! Kak e 51 ero HeHaBUXKY!

AJieKc 3HaJl TaKyl0 HEHaBUCTbh — OCTPYIO, OOXKUTAIONIYI0, HE JAIOIIYI0
JbIIaTh. 3HAJ TaK XOPOILIo, Kak 0yATO oHa ObLTa ero coocTBeHHoI!.. Bripo-
YeM, Y HETO Bellb €CTh M CBOSI, TOJDKHO OBITh, TOYHO TaKast Ke.

— YOuThIii... UMeeT KaKoe-HUOYIb OTHOIIEHUE K «AndaBUTy»?

— Huxkakoro. OH He Hail. JINYHOCTh MOKA He YCTaHOBWJIM, TaK MHE
CcKa3ajiu B MUWIMLIMM.

— CrpaHHO, — 3aIlyMYU1BO IIpou3Hec Ajekc. — BOT 310 Ha camom aene
CTpPaHHO.

— Yro?..

OH TToAHSIICSA, TTIOAOIIEN K ITeYKe ¥ TTOTPOTaJ IJIaaKKe TeTUTbIe M3pasiibl.

— 41 OBl yBepeH, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK — COTPYIHMK M3IATENbCTBA U €T0
MMsI OyIeT JIETKO YCTaHOBUTD. MIHaue coBceM HEMOHSITHO, KaK OH OKa3ajcs
B TOM KOpUIope, 1a elle B pabouem koMOMHe30He!.. Kak oH Tyna moman?
Kro ero myctun? 3aueM? Mumo Balux 1iepOepoB MyXa He IIPOJIETUT, a OH
MPOCTO TaK 3auen?!

— Kakux... uepbepos?

Anekc yJIbIOHYIICS.

— Tex, koTopsle cropoxar nsepu, AHHa MocudoBHa, — MOSICHWI OH. —
B nepBbiii pa3 g 00BSICHSJICS ¢ HUMU, HaBepHOEe, MUHYT aBaauarh! Kro
s1 TAKOW M YTO UMEHHO MHE HY>XKHO B Balllei... [TuTaneaun!

AHHa MocudoBHa ynbIOHYIach B OTBET — JAOBOJIbHO HATSHYTO.

— He B uuranenu, Anexkc! B ooutenu! Bbl ke UMEHHO 3TO XOTeNIM CKa3aTh?..

— Kak s Mor nnepemnyraTh, — Ipo0OpMOTaJl OH, — LIUTAIEIb C OOUTENbIO?..

OHU MMOMOJTYaAJIM — KaXIblii O CBOEM.

— PacckaxuTe MHE 0 BallluX 3aMeCTUTEISIX, — onpocu Asekc. — A xe
JIOJKEH C KOTO-TO HayaThb!..

— Karioma — oTIMyHbIf yrpaBieHell...

— Kt0 310 — Karioma?
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— Karttoma MutpogaHoBa, — ¢ HEKOTOPBIM HEIOYMEHUEM TOSICHIIIA
AnHa MocudosHa. — [lepBblii 3aMecTuTenb. OHa TO0BOJBHO OOMKa, U MO -
yac He TaM, Tlie HaJo, HO BIIOJIHE yIpaBisieMa U podeccruoHaibHa. XOTs
BOT ceifuac crenaiia, ¢ Moel TOUKM 3peHusl, CTpAIIHYIO TIYNOCTh! 3aueM-To
yBojimia Bonoaio beperoBoro, a oH mpeKpacHbI MaIbYUK, IMPOCTO IIpe-
KpacHbIi! OTAMYHBIN paOOTHUK, U MaMa y Hero Heszmoposa!.. Bripouem,
3T0 HeBaxXkHO. Caila CTpelliHeB BbIOMJICS U3 peJaKTOPOB, U HAYaJIbHUK U3
Hero, MpsIMO CKaxkeM, HUKaKOM. 3aTO y HETO OTJIMYHOE YyThe, s ObI TaXe
ckazajna — HioX. OH 3a BepCTy onpeesisieT MepcrieKTUBHBIX aBTOPOB U YMEET
C HUMU paboTaTh. Banuk ObLI ellie jy4liiie, HO ¢ HUM MPUIIUIOCHh PACCTaThCS.
Banum BecenoBckuii. — OHa cHOBa 3akypuJja W MoMaxajia CIIMYKO, Ha
KOHII€ KOTOPOIi TPEMbIXaJICs KPOXOTHBIN oroHeK. OroHeK MUTHYJI B OCTIe I -
HUI pa3 1 noru6. — Bel IpuULLIKM Ha €ero MecTo.

— IMouemy npuiLIoch paccTaTbesi?

— AJleKc, Mpolly MeHs U3BUHUTb, HO s TOTOBA OTBeYaTh Ha JIIOOBIE
BalllM BOIIPOCHI, CBSI3aHHbIE C... Y>KACHBIM MPOUCIIECTBMEM. Baaum ¢ HUM
HUKaK He CBsI3aH, MoBepbTe MHe! M pruurHa ero yxona He UMeeT HUKaKOoro
OTHONIEHUS. ..

— Ko MHe, — 3akoHYmMI Ajlekc.

— K neny, — Marko nomnpasuia AHHa MocudosHa.

— Bam umeHHo... npuiniock paccratbes? Mnu oH yien cam?

— AJlekc, yBepso Bac, 3Ta UCTOPUS TYT COBEPILIEHHO HU TP yem!

— 3Ha4yuT, Kakas-To UCTOpUs Bce ke Oblaa?

Crapyxa He IpOTHyJia U He OTBeJIa IJ1as3.

Bripouem, Asekc yxxe Bcepbe3 COMHEBAJICS, YTO OHa cTapyxal.. Moxer,
1o HouaM OHa MpeBpaiiaercs B Bacumucy [Ipemyapyio u, B3MaxHyB pyKa-
BOM, ITycKaeT Jebeeit mo o3epHoi rmagu!

Y HuX Bce coBCceM He Tak, Kak KaxkeTcsl Ha MepBblil B3nisia. Bot u Murpo-
(¢aHoBa okazanach Kariomieii — KTo Obl MOT IOAYMATh!

— BbI naBHO ee 3HaeTe, AHHa MocudosHa?

— IIpocture?

— Karttomry, — nosichun Ajekc. Dra camas «KaTiola» BBITOBOpHIIACh
MM C HEKOTODPBIM yCuMeM. — Baiily 3aMecTUTeIbHUILY?

— Ax, 60xe Moi1, KOHeYHO, TaBHO! AJleKc, 1 MX BceX 3Hato cTo JieT! OHu
BBIPOCJIM Y MEHSI Ha riasax!..

...IHTepecHO, OHa CKaXeT, YTO BCE COTPYIHUKM ISl Hee KaK JI00MMBbIe
IeTH, WIN HeT?..

— Kro0 13 HuX BBIpOC y Bac Ha riazax?
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— Camra, — OTBETWJIa OHA C HEMOYMEHUEM, KaK OYITO OH CITpalImBal
0 YEeM-TO COBEpIIEHHO OYEBUIHOM U BceM M3BecTHOM. — Camry Ctpeul-
HeBa s IOMHIO cOBceM pebeHKOM! MbI OUeHb JPYXUIM C €ro OTLIOM, OH
PYKOBOAWJI OJHUM M3 KPYMHBIX U3AATEeJIbCTB. MaTh, Kaxercs, paboTaia
B KaKOM-TO JE€TCKOM 3KypHajie 1 HU4ero coboil He MpeacTasisiia. — DTo
OBUIO CKa3aHO C HEKOTOpbIM mpeHeOpexeHueM. — B merctBe Caiiia ObLT
BBUIMTBII OTell, yIMBUTEIbHO naxe!.. HacTosias JeHuHrpamnckas rnoposa,
€CJI BBl TIOHUMAETE, O YeM 1 TOBOPIO.

AJekc mpomosyall.

— CnuiikoMm 6;1aropoaHblii, — nosicHuiia AHHa MocudoBHa. — CauiikoM
He3aluIeHHbIN. 2K1 04eHb TPYIHO, U KaK TOJbKO Y MEHSI MOSIBUJIaCh BO3-
MOXHOCTb HaJIEXKHO €T0 YCTPOUTb, 51 HEeMEIJIEHHO MTpUIJIacuiia ero Ha paboTy.

— Ilonyuyaercs, yto CtpeuiHeB B «AipaBute» co AHSI OCHOBaHUs?

— Hy, MoxeT ObITb, HE C CaMOTro TIepBOro, HO — Aa. Mbl BMeCTe HAaUMHAJIM.

— A MutpogpaHoBa?

— Kartroma paGoraet risite j1et. Her, yXe 1ecTb, B HosiOpe Oyzer 1iecTs)..
4 3Hana ee 6abymky. ¥ Karomm Toxe o4eHb, OUeHb HEPOCTasl cyanoa,
OHa MOSIBUJIACH KaK pa3 B TSXkKeJioe Ui ce0s1 BpeMs M ToHavyaly Obljia Takas
HeyBepeHHasl, OUeHb 3alyraHHasi aeBouka! S maxke Ha coBelIaHUSIX cTapa-
Jlach K Hell He 00palllaThesl, OHA COBEPIICHHO HEe MOTJIa BHIHOCHUTh, KOTIa
Ha Hee cMoTpsT! M roBopuiia MOYTH LIETOTOM.

AJieKc BCIIOMHWII, Kak MuTpodaHoBa e(hpeiiTOPCKUM T'OJIOCOM CITpalliy-
BaJia y Hero: «Bbl KT0?!» — UM BBISICHSLJIa C MPUCTPACTUEM, HE TIPUBE3 JIM OH
oymar ot Hekoero Kantoposuua. H-ga... HeyBepenHas B cebe, 3ammyraHHast
JIEBOYKA C HEMPOCTOM Cyap0Oii, Kak Obl HE TaK!..

— Bamgum BecenoBckuii Toxe... akcakan? M Toxe ObUT HEyCTpOEH, Koraa
BBI €r0 MPUIOTUIN?

— AJlekc, BaM XOUETCsl MEHs 3a1eTh?

Emy oueHb xoTesioch ee 3aleTh, HY, IIPOCTO HeBbIHOCHMMO! Moxer,
MOTOMY, YTO B KaXIOM €€ CJIOBE OH MOM03peBal JOXb U (hajblilb, WU
noromy, uto ero caMmoro AHHa MocudoBHa Toxe rnogobpana «B TpyIHOE
TSI HETO BpeMsi», M OH CaM HBbIHUE Ha PEIKOCTh «HE 3allUIICH» U HE MOXET
BBIHOCUTb, «KOTJa Ha Hero cMoTpsIT»!.. HOThl pa3Hble, a ibeca Ta Xe, U 3a
posiieM Bce Ta ke AHHa MocudoBHa.

— BrnipoueM, Bbl 4eJIOBEK HOBBI M UMEETE MPaBO HAa HEMTOHUMAaHUE, —
BIPYT 3asiBUJIA TO JiM cTapyxa, To v Bacuiuca [Ipemynpasi, KTo-To U3 HUX
nBoux. — Bagum mpuien omHoBpeMeHHO ¢ KaTromeit.

— BbI xopo1o 3Hanu ero otua? Mnu 6adymky?
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AnnHa MocudoBHa paccmestyiach, O4eHb KHUBO, M TIPUHSIIACH COCTABIISITh
YallKy Ha cepeOpsIHbI MOAHOC. DTOT CTPAaHHBIN MOJIONON YesIOBEeK Hpa-
BUJICS €, U, TIOXOXKe, OHAa B HEM He OIINOIach.

— Banuma s Haiia, kaxeTcs, yepe3 KaapoBoe areHTcTBo. HbiHue Bce
O4eHb yn00HO ycTpoeHo! Koro yromHo v 4To yromHo MOXHO HAWTU WU
B MHTEepHeTe, nnu yepe3 Kakoe-HUOyab areHTcTBO! [1paBma, Anekc?..

ITycTb He myMaeT, 4TO TOJBKO OH OAWH CIOCOOEH Ha MPOBOKALMOHHbIE
Bonpochl! OH MOCMOTpE BHUMATENBbHO, U AHHa MocrdoBHa noxsanuia ceosl.

— ¥V HuX ObUT TaKoil KpacHUBBIN, TaKOH... CTApOMOIHBINM pomaH!.. —
MpoJoJiKajia OHa, coorpas mocyay. — A MOTOM BCe 3aKOHUMJIOCh, U €My
NPUILIOCHh YUTH.

— PomMaH... c kem?

— C Karroweii! C Katroeit MutpodaHoBoii! Mbl Bce HaaessuCh, 4TO
OHU MOXEHSITCS 1 OyIeT cBaabba, a MOTOM, 00T JacT, KPECTUHBI, HO HUYETro
He BbIILI0. OYeHb IpyCTHAST UCTOPHUSI.

— Banum BecenoBckuii yBowiicst cpasy mocie TpyCTHOIW UCTOpUM?

— Ilo paBne cka3atb, 3T0 & ero yBowia. — OHa B3goxHyna. — CoBpe-
MEHHbIE MOJIOMIbIE JIIOAU, AaXe Jy4lIMe U3 HUX, CAUIIKOM TOJICTOKOXMU,
3HaeTe Jiu... EMy Obl 1 B rojioBy He NMpuiiio yidTu. OH Mpoaoskai paboTath,
HecMOTpsI Ha To uTo KaTiola craja rmoxoxa Ha TeHb M IeHb OTO JTHS YyB-
CTBOBaJIa ce0s1 BCE XyXKE U XyXKe.

— 9710 13 YexoBa? — OBICTPO CIIpOCcUIT AJIeKC, He yCTeB IoiMaTh ceds 3a
XxBoCT. — «IIBeTsI 3amo3maneie»?.. KHsokHa Mapycst ieHb OTO THST YyBCTBO-
BaJia ce0s1 XyKe 1 XyKe, a TOKTOp He obpalliajl Ha Hee HUKaKoro BHUMaHus?!

— Aunekc!

Kaxercs, eMy HAaKOHEL-TO yIaJoCh €€ PacCepaUTh.

Anna MocudoBHa Heroayolle IMOJABUHYIA CepeOPSIHBIN MMOTHOC, OMY-
CTUJIACh B KPECJIO M 3axoxoTaJa.

— Bbl HEBO3MOXHBII! — 3asiBUjIa OHA C YAOBOJBCTBUEM, IMOXOXOTaB
HeMHoro. — Bripoyewm, TajlaHT/IMBbIE Bce HEBO3MOXHBIE!.. XoTuTe Koe?
Wnu noects? Most Maprapurta HukosnaeBHa...

— Yto BHI cKazanu?

— 41 mpemnoxuia Bam noectb, — ToBTopiia AHHa MocudoBHa Bece-
J10. — Yait — 370 NMpeKkpacHo, HO MHE TTOYEMY-TO XOUETCSI BAC HAKOPMUTB ..
— Her. — ¥V Hero B3MOKJIO MeXy JionaToK. — YTO-TO Mpo TanaHT.

— A-a, — NpoTsiHyaa oHa. — TajaHT — 3To Bceraa TpynHo, Anekc. Tak
Kak Hacuet obena? Mnu mporynseMcss HeMHoro? MHe HpaBUTCSI C BaMu
6osrath! MBI ke mpocTo 6osTaeM, mpasaa?..
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...Ona 3HaeT 000 MHe. M mibiTaeTcst 3To ckazaTb. Ho aToro npocro He
MoxXeT ObITh. HUKTO HUYero 060 mHe He 3HaeT. He momken 3Hath! Kak
TOJIbKO CTaHET M3BECTHO XOTh YTO-TO, BCE TMOimeT mpaxoM. Jlaxe Hekoe
nomobue XKU3HU, KOTOPOU sI XKMBY ceityac, 3aKOHUMUTCSI. A MHE ObI 3TOTO
He xoresoch. OX KaK He XOTeJIOCh Obl!..

AJekc nepeBes AbIXaHue, U BAPYT KaKOe-TO IBUXKEHHUE 32 OKHOM IIpU-
BJIEKJIO €r0 BHUMaHUe.

OH nocMoTpeJ, ¥ KPOBb yIapuja B TOJIOBY TakK, YTO 3a3BEHENIO B yIIax.

ITo nyxaiike cTpeMUTeIbHO U OECIIYMHO Hecjach CTpalllHasl yepHast
cobaka. OH yke BUIeJ 3Ty CO0aKy — KOrua ero Oujav Ha AeTCKOI TIJIoIIaaKe.

Crycrok TeMbI. [Tpuspak.

— YT0 310?!

AHHa HMocudoBHa orisiHyslach BCTPEBOXEHHO M OBICTPO MoOIOLILIA
K HEMY.

— Yro ¢ Bamu, Anekc?..

OH, He OTPHIBASICh, CMOTPEJI 32 OKHO.

Hukoro He ObUTO Ha nyxkaiike. Mexay AByMsl yaapaMU cepjia codaka
KakK B BOIly KaHyJIa.

B «Hunu», Kak Hasno, 66110 MOTHO Hapoay, u Biranumup beperosoii,
YBOJIEHHBI HaYasibHUK I T-0Tnena, npolen B caMblil JaIbHUI YTOJ, CYHYT
CBOIO KOPOOKY MEXIy AMBaHAMM, 3a0MJICSI B TeHb U 3aMep, YCTaBUBIINCH
B TIOJI MU BCEM CBOMM BMIOM JEMOHCTPMPYS, UTO €r0 MPUBOJOKIN CloAa
MPOTHUB €0 BOJIM Y MOYTU YTO CUJIOM.

«Yunmm» B M3HaTenbeTBe «AhaBUT» UIMEHOBAJIOCH TTPOCTOPHOE MOMEIIIE-
HUe Ha MepBOM 3Taxe, 1eKOPUPOBAHHOE B BOCTOUHOM CTUJIE — C HUBKUMU
JNMBaHAMU, IPANIMPOBKOM Ha CTEHAX, MOKOWHBIM CBETOM U CTOJMUKAMU HA
TOJICTBIX CJIOHOBbUX Horax. He xBaTasio pa3Be UTo KajlbssHOB, HATMX TYPUii
U MY3bIKAHTOB, HAUTPBIBAIOILIMX Ha ya/ie. 31eCh MPUHUMAJM FOCTel MoMnpo-
11Ie, T€X, YTO HE YIOCTAUBAIMCH IIPUEMA BO ABOPIIE, HA «0A0OKMHOM» TISITOM
3Taxe, BeJIM He CIAUIIKOM BaxKHbIe MEPEeroBOpbl, BCTPEYaIUCh C aBTOPaMU
MO TEKYUIMM J€JIaM Y MPOCTO 3a0eraay noOoaTaTh U BbIATh HACTOSILLIETO
Ko(e, KOTophiil Bapuil B HacTosIleM KoheHUKe XMypbIii MOJIOI0H Yeo-
BEK, HacTosluil Typok. [lomelieHue ObUIO MPUAYMAHO U OOCTaBJIEHO,
pasymeetcsi, AHHOI MocrdoBHOM, a 0TKyAa B3S1JI0Ch 9K30TUUECKOE Ha3Ba-
HUe, HUKTO He moMHmI. Kaxercs, mpou3oluio oHo ot cioBa «chill-out»,
3HAYEHUsI KOTOPOTO HUKTO XOPOILIEHbKO He 3Hajl, HO AHHa MocudoBHa,
TMOMHUTCSI, HacTanBajla, YTO U3AaTeJIbCTBY COBEPLIEHHO HEOOX0IMMa «30Ha
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OT/IbIXa», TO €CTh 3TOT CaMbIil «4WJLT-ayT». [I0TOM 3aKiT0unTENbHAS YaCTh
HEIMOHSTHOTO CJI0Ba yTpaTuiaach, U OCTAJIOCh MPOCTO «Huau».

Ceronns 3nech 0bi11 CTpelliHeB ¢ TMcareabHuLeir Maneit [TonuBaHo-
BOI, U3BECTHOM IIMpOKOI mybauke kak MapuHa IlokpoBckas, Hanexna
Ky3pMuHMYHA ¢ KEM-TO 13 CBOETO OTaAea, besseB u3 cayk0bl 0e30I1acCHOCTU
¢ yamkoi Kode u razeroii © — beperoBoit yauBWICS — YBOJMBIIUICS
HekoTopoe Bpems1 Hazan Bagum BecenoBckuii.

BecenoBckuii n3nanu KuBHyI, 1 beperoBoii KUBHYJ B OTBET, MasiCh OT
HEJIOBKOCTH.

3auem Ouibra ero croga nputaimuiaa?! OH Gosblle He UMEEeT HUKAKOro
OTHOILLIEHUS K 3TOMy MUPY. OH TaKo# XKe yBOJIEHHBI!, KaK U 9TOT CaMblit
BecenoBckuii, HUKOMY 3[1eCh HbIHUE HE HYXKHBbIi1, 4y>koii 1 ganekuii! Ha
MecTo BecenoBcKoro yxe nmpuiles Ipyroi, co CTpaHHOW OBOWHOM ¢a-
MuJuvei, 1 Ha MecTo beperoBoro 3aBTpa Toxe KTO-HUOYAb HENTPEMEHHO
TpUIET.

YV Hac He3aMeHUMBIX HET, SICHBIN X000T!..

— Kode 6ynein, Bomogs?..

— Ounb, maBait TOBOpH, 4TO XOTeNa, U g oeny. Kode MHe He Hazo.

OHa ropecTHO Ha HEro MocMoTpesia. DTOT B3MJISI AOJKEH ObLT 03HAYATb,
YTO ¢if OYeHb HEJIErKO, OHA TaK BUHOBATa Mepel HUM, a OH HUYEM el He
TMOMOTAET, CepAMTCS, OpbIKaeTcs, ynupaercs!..

Bnpouem, oH npaB. M3-3a Hee ero yBoJIWIK. Y HEro eCTb OCHOBAHMSI
CEpIMTHCS.

— Bot cMoTpu, — oHa pacrnaxHyJia HOyTOYK, KOTOPbI Bce BpeMsl iep-
KaJia TIoJI MBIIIIKOM, ¥ yceJach psSiAoOM ¢ HUM, OUeHb 0J113K0. OH IOKOCUJICS
M KOPOTKO B310XHYJI. — [ToMHUIIB, MUTpOaHoBa cKa3aja, 4To0 HUKTO He
cMmen pororpacupoBaTh, OHA BCEX YBOJIUT, €CIU YTO-TO MOABUTCS B IHTEp-
Hete? Hy, B TOT neHb, KOrma yejioBeka younu?..

— IlomHro.

— Hy, g dotorpaduponana, koHeuHo. 51 xoTena neTeKTUB MPUAYMATh.
Toabko HacTosIIIMEA, a HE KaKylO-TO TaM JIaxy, KaK BCe 9TU MUILYT!.. —
M ona noaboponkoM rokasaja Ha nucarejbHully [loavBaHOBY, KoTOpast
B OTHQJIEHUU YTO-TO I'POMKO BTOJIKOBbIBaJIa CTpelIHEBY.

— B kakoMm cMbIcITe... HacTosIIUi? — He TToHsT beperosoii.

— Hy, 9To0»nI Tpyn ObLT HacTosIIUM, MOHUMaelb? W pacciienoBaHue
toxe! Kak B peanutu-1oy! S xotena B cBoeM 0Jiore 3To 00CYAUTh, U 4TOO
MBI BCE€ BMECTE HallLJIA YOUMILY. A JIJIT 3TOTO HYXXHbI (hoTorpacduu ¢ Mecra
npouciiecTBusi. Kak MoxHo 6osblie ¢ororpaduii!
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DKpaH HOYTOYKa OCBETUJICS, CUHUE OJIMKM JIETJIA Ha €€ CBETIIbIC BOJIOCHI,
clieiaB UX cepeOpUCThIMU, CBEPKAIOIIMMU, KaK Y MHOTIJIAHETSIHKU.

— IIpecTymmHUK Bceraa OCTaBIIsIeT cliebl, TOHUMaelb? — OHa MeJTbKOM
mIsiHyJ1a Ha beperoBoro u onsiTh ycraBuiach B 9KpaH. — TOJIbKO y MJIOXUX
aBTOPOB MPECTYIMHUKY OecTeIeCHbIE U OeCroIble CYIECTBa, a Ha CAMOM Jiesie
clie/ibl BCETaa €CTh, X IMIPOCTO HYXKHO Mnmouckats! U 1 cHuMana rnoapsia Bee,
YTO Ha IJ1a3a Monanaaoch. A moToM (hOTKHU BbLIOXWIA B Ojiore U 6pocuia
KJIMY: KTO TIEPBBIN HaiifeT yauKy. Boions, T 4ero?..

OH Mosya cMoTpest Ha Hee. EMy Obu1o mpoTuBHO. OKa3biBaeTcsi, Bce
HavaJoch He B Ty CEKyHIy, Korna cyka MuTtpodaHoBa pelimia ero yBoJauTh,
a Toraa, Korna mujas aesyiika OJsl U3 oTAesia pyCcCKON Mpo3bl 3axoTena
MoUrpaTh B IETEKTUB C «CaMbIM HACTOSIIIMM TPyHoM»! A moruiaTwics 3a
310 OH, Bnanumup beperosoii!

— Ho HUKTO He Haluen HUKaKUX YUK, — MpoaoJiKaia MUiash 1eByll-
Ka, — TpeAcTaBIsienb?..

— Onmnb, o1 uT0? Jlypa? — 0OMIHO CIIPOCUII OH U MOIHSIICS. — Brimyctu
MEHS, S Mouay.

OHa NoTsIHy/Ia €T0 KHU3Y 32 JIKUHCHI, 3aCTaBUB CHOBA CECTh.

— Th1 He mociyman! Hukro Hu4yero He Hailel, a s Hauuia!

— IMozapasisito Tebst, — ckazan beperosoit Ope3rauBo.

— Ha, na! — XapKo BbITOBOpUJIA OHA W MYyHIIOBO, HEKPACUBO TMOKpac-
Hena. — I 3Hal0, 4TO Aypa U Bo BceM BMHoBaTa! Ho Bce-Taku mocmotpu!..

— Tbl HU B YeM He BUHOBATa, HO pa3bITpbIBaTh CIIEKTaKIU B UHTepHETe
C HACTOSIIIIUM TPYIIOM, MO-MoeMy, MapasM. S naxe... — OH XOTeJ cKa3aTh
YTO-HUOYIb CTAPOMOIHOE U JI0 yKaca 6aHaIbHOE, BPOJIE TOTO, YTO OH TAKOTO
OT Hee He OXXMIajl, HO OHa nepeoua:

— Bot cmotpu. Buauiib, y Hero u3 kapMaHa BBITJISIIBIBAET?. .

Bbeperosoii mocMoTpen Ha ¢oTorpaduio B KOMIIbIOTEDE.

— BOTO0 NpOIyCK, — Ha YXO eMy OIHUMU TybamMu BeiroBopuiia Ojbra. —
Ecnu BOT Tak mpuOJM3UTh U YBEJIUYUTh, €T0 OTYETIMBO BUAHO. Tam naxe
OYKBBI MOXXHO pa3o0paTh!

beperosoii enie pa3 nmocmorpen. Oabra Bepresia Ha MOHUTOPE (POTO-
rpacduio Jexanero HUIYKOM MYXYWMHBI, TO TpuOaMXkana, TO oTaaisiia,
1 BraguMup HEBOJILHO 3aMHTEpECOBAJICS.

— Hy, BO3M0OXHO, 3T0 TpOMycK, — corjacuics oH. — M 4yTo u3 aToro
cienyer?

— A Tenepb cioga cMoTpu! — WM oHa BbIBeIa HA MOHUTOP CJIEAYIOUIYIO
(otorpacduio — TOT XKe yeaoBekK, JexkaBIIU B TON e To3e.
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— Hy u uro?

— Tbl HUYero He 3aMevaelb?

OH ToXaJ rie4yaMu.

— Hy Bot! — TopXecTBylollle 3alienTaia oHa. — Yl HUKTO He 3aMeTu!
A g 3ametwia! Ha atoii pororpacduu nporycka y Hero B Kapmane Het! Kyna
OH MoT fieTbesi? Tpym He Tporaji, He IEpeBOpauYnBaAIU, TTO KpaliHEN# Mepe,
110 TIpYe31a MeHTOB! A Kora MeHThI ITpUeXajii, Hac BCeX OTTyIa pa3orHaliu,
U 51 yXe O6oJipliie HU4Yero He otorpaduposana!l Hy, Bor ke, Bot!.. 3aech u3
KapMaHa y Hero TOpUYMT YTO-TO, a 3[eCh yXe HeT!

BeperoBoii mapui riazamMu o 3KpaHy, epeBos B3I ¢ OMHOM (hoTo-
rpaduu Ha APYry10, BpOJAe TOYHO TaKylO Xe, U OT CO3HAHUS TOTrO, YTO Ha
HUX «HACTOSIIMI» TPYIT, eMy ObLIO He 10 cebe.

— W 4 crana uckarp, Kyaa OH MOT JI€ThCS ¥ HETO M3 KapMaHa! — TIpo-
nosxana Onbra. — f ux Bce repecMoTpesia, 3T GOTKU, U TaK, U 3JaK, U C
yBeJuueHueM, u 6e3. Bee, uro HacHuMaral.. S xe Ieskajga Bce MOAPS,
nepxkaia tesnedoH B pyke u mienakana. 9to Hanexna KysbMuHUYHA, BUAUIIID,
B 0OMOpOKE TTOYTH, 3TO HOBEHbKUI1, HE 3Hal0, KaK OH 3/1eCh OKa3aJicsl, 3TO
JlutoBueHKO monascs, a 3To...

Ha dotorpaduu 6bu1 Bce TOT Xe TpYyIl, CHSTBIN Ha 3TOT pa3 Moj Ka-
KHUM-TO IPYTUM, HETPABUILHBIM YIJIOM, U YbsI-TO CMa3aHHas pyKa B OeJoit
MaHXKeTe ¢ 3alOHKOI Ha mepeaHeM ruiaHe. B pyke 3axat npsiMOYTOJIbHbI
Kyco4eK IiacThKa.

— BDT0 OHa BbITAlllMJIA Y HETO MPOIYCK, TBOSI Maaam!.. DTo ee MaH-
JKeTa, Y Hac 3allOHKU OO0JIbllle HUKTO HEe HOCUT, a OHA KaK pa3 B TOT JIeHb
6bL1a B KocTiome!.. U enne mapd kakoi-To ne0uibHblii!.. d TOUHO MOMHIO,
Bonoast! Ona yBuaena mpoItycK M IOJ IIYMOK ero BhITaluwia!l OHa Haf
TPYIIOM CTO pa3 HAKJIOHSIACh, 3TO 51 TOXE MOMHIO!

— 3auem?!

— Y1006 HUKTO He AOrajgajcs, 4YTo TOT, KTO MOTOM CTaj TPYIOM, K Hell
mpuxomwt! OHa e TpoMUe BceX BU3XKajla, YTO He 3HaeT, KTo 31o! U maxe
xorenia Ceprest inbuua U3 X03IHCTBEHHOM CITy>KObI BbI3BaTh, YTOO OH €rO
ono3Hai! A oHa 3Hana, Ko oH! [ToToMy uTo0 y Hero, y Tpyna, Obu1 ee MpomnyckK!

— Ilouemy ee?

— A moTomy uTto Tam ee hamuius! S e roBopro, OYKBBI MOXHO pa30-
opatn!

BeperoBoii XoTeJs 4TO-TO cKa3aThb, pa3ayMall, epecTaBUl HOYTOYK K cebe
Ha KOJIEHU U MOYTH YTKHYJICS HOCOM B aKpaH. [lepenucran dororpaduu.
CHauaJna Tak, a moToM 31ak. MIx okazajoch 04eHb MHOTO, U Ha KaXJI0i —
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MepTBOe TeJio. B paBHOAYIIIHOM M OTCTpaHEHHON TOKYMEHTATbHOCTHA 3TUX
(¢oTtorpacduii 6bUIa TIPOCTO KOHCTaTaLMsl hakTa — HY Aa, MEPTBOE TEJoO,
H1Yero ocodbeHHoro. OOBEKT IS UCCIENOBaHMS, BEpHEe CKa3aTh, pacciie-
nosaHusi. He yenoBek, a UMEHHO OOBEKT.

Ho Beab 3170 ObLT MIMEHHO YeJIOBEK — JI0 TeX IOop, MoKa ero He yowiu!..
U ero Henb3s, HE NOKHO UCCIIEN0BaTh, KakK... 1ab0opaTOpHbIi MaTepua!..
Wnu MmoxHO?..

— Hy, Bot, Bot! OctanoBu, Bosnons!.. YBenuus aty! Ene, eme! — Onbra
MpUABUHYJIach coBceM 0113Ko0. KpacuBas aeByllika — Kak 00beKT. — BugHo
HEe OYeHb, KOHEUHO, HO OYKBBI MOXHO pa300patTh. Buauib?.. «O», «B», «a»,
«oBa»! MutpodaHoBa, BHIXOIUT!

— A MoxeT, Ky3Herosa unu 2Kykosa. UBaHoBa nonxoaut. CugopoBa
Toxe. Bce, Kak onHa, «oBa»!

— Bonoap, Hy Th yero? Eciin MuTtpodaHoBa MpoITycK BbITalllWIA, a 3TO
OHa, MMOTOMY UTO pyKa COBEpILIEHHO TOYHO €€, 3HAUMT, y Hee ObUIM Ha TO
KakKue-TO OCHOBaHUsI! A Kakue MOTYT ObITb OCHOBaHUsI, KpoMme ee haMu-
mmu?! T1o ee mpormycKy Bce Obl JOoragainuch, YTO OH K Helt 1e!

Bbeperogoii paccmaTpuBai hororpaduio pyku B 6ey10ii MaHXeTe, 3aXKaB-
1LIei TIaCTMACCOBYIO KapTOUKY.

Heyxemu Onpbra npasa?.. Heyxenu MutpocdaHoBa Kak-TO TpUYacTHA
K youiictBy?.. Hy, Moxer, He npuyacTHa, a 3amemana?.. Hy, momyctum,
He 3aMelllaHa, HO UMeeT KaKoe-TO OTHOIeHue?..

DTO Bce MEHSIET, ecliv OHO Tak. Ecnu Tak, 3HAuwuT...

B oTy cekyHIy CITOKOIHBII M YMUPOTBOPEHHBIN «Y1In» BCKOJIBIXHYJICH,
KaK COHHBIN TPy, B KOTOPHI LIJIETTHYIach Xaba. JIBepb IMPOKO U Pe3KO
pacraxHyjaach, CKBO3HSIKOM OTIEPHYJIO 30JI0TUCTYIO TapEMHYIO ILITOPY, U MO-
siBUJIach MUTpohaHOBa, YTO-TO TPOMKO BellIaBIlIasi B MOOWIJIBHBIN TeJedOH.

BbeperoBoii Bech momodpascs, Typok 3amep 3a CTOMKOI co CBOUM Kodeii-
HukoM, Hagexxna Ky3pbMuHUUHA ypoHMIIa CBOU OyMaru, 1 Jaxe NucaTelb-
Hutia [TonBaHOBa, U3BeCTHAsE MUTPO(aHOBCKas MOAPYXKKa, HE pepbIBas
pasroBopa co CTpelIHeBbIM, TOCMOTPEJIA B €€ CTOPOHY C HEYTOBOJIbCTBUEM.

— Cairra, — OTOpBABIIKCH OT TesiedoHa, Ha Bech «Y1imn» TIpoBO3IIacuiIa
MutpodaHoBa, — 51 TeOSI HUKAaK HEe MOTY HaiiTU, a Thl MHE HY>eH!

— 3ApaBCTBYIA, COJHBIIIKO, — MpoBopKoBaia [ToamBaHOBa U IBUHYJIACh
K Hell 11eJ10BaThCsl.

BeperoBoit ycMexHyics He 0e3 sama. «CoNHBIINIKO», TTPOU3HECEHHOE
TYCTBIM MaHUHBIM KOHTPaJIbTO, MPO3BYYaJi0 KaK-TO Ha PEIKOCTb IIBY-
CMBICJIEHHO.
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0O6106b13aB MaHto, MutpodaHoBa OKMHYJIa B3IJISIIOM JI0Cee BIIOJHE
MMPHbIN U3AATETLCKUI MPUIOT U Ha CEKYHIY 3afiep:Kajia B30p Ha YBOJIEHHOM
Bnanumupe beperosom. YBosieHHoro Baguma BecenoBckoro oHa, moxoxe,
He 3aMeTuIa.

— Cau, y Bac pa3roBop elle Hanojaro?

Bmecto CrpeliiHeBa otBeTHIa — sicHoe Aeio! — [TonarBaHoBa, MOMbITAB-
1LIasicsl IpUAATh CBOEMY KOHTPAJILTO HEMHOTO JIETKOMBICJIEHHOTO IPYXKETO0MSI:

— Her, KaTiomeHnbka, Mbl yXe 3aKaHYMBaeM. DTO 1 €ro 3ajepxKana,
Thl U3BUHU HaC.

...KTo takas sta Karromenska?! Hery y Hac Hukakoii KaromeHbku!
Ax na. Mutpoganona xxe Exarepuna IletposHa!.. fSlcHblit x000T, Katio-
1eHbKa — 3To oHa. [TucatenbHuua [TonBaHOBa ee JIaCKOBO TaK Ha3bIBaeT.
Kak MOXXHO ObITh JIACKOBOM... ¢ MutpodaHoBoii?!

— Hy, xopol1io, eciayu HeHaaoAro, — rpoMOIJacHO MpojaoJKaia 3Ta
camas Katiomenbka. — Cara, Tam ¢ 6ymaramu oT KanTopoBuya rpu-
exasu, s K Tebe HampaBuia, yeaoBek xaet. Hagexna Ky3bMuHMYHA, T Ob
3allljIa KO MHE, KOT/a... OCBOOOIUIIILCSI! — DTO OBUIO CKa3aHO TaK, UTO BCEM
cpasy CTaJIO MOHSTHO: HAYaJIbHU1IA A0COIIOTHO YOeXIeHa B TOM, UTO Mepe
Hel CIUTouIb 0e3AeIbHUKU U TYHEsILbI, 3JI0yTOTPEOISIOIINE CITYyKEOHBIM
TTOJIOXKEHUEM U JIOSUTbHOCTBIO PYKOBOJICTBA.

HarnaB Ha BceX yHbIHME, BBEPTHYB B CO3HAHUE KpaliHe HEMOTHOLIEH-
HOCTH Y HaBeJsl, TAKUM 00pa3oM, JOJLKHbIN MopsaoK, MuTtpodaHoBa yxe
COBCEM OBUTO BHIIILIA U3 «YMIM», HO pellniia TOCTaBUTh MTOCICAHION, TaK
cKazaTh, yIapHYIO TOUKY. MM BOCKJIMIIATENbHBIN 3HAK.

BasBIIMCh 3a TTO30JI0YEHHYIO JATYHHYIO PYYKY, NCKYCHO CHCITaHHYIO
B BUJE CJIOHOBBLETO X000Ta, OHA MOMEINIIA, YCTpeMua B3IJsi B MOTy-
Mpak, B CTOPOHY CaMOTO JaJIbHETO AWBaHa, TAe 300pOBeHHbIN Baagumup
BbeperoBoii nmeiTasncs CrpsiTaTbeCsl 32 HOYTOYK, MPUILYPUIACh U OTYEKAHUJIA:

— Bac Beap yBomiu, He mpaBaa Ju?

beperosoit menieHHo noaHscss. HoyTOyK oH nepxkan B pyKe.

B nomellieHnM cTajio OYEHb TUXO.

— Ekarepuna IleTpoBHa, — HETpOMKO U IPEAOCTEPETAIOIE OKIUKHYJ
ee CrpelrHeB, Ho MuTtpodaHoBa TOJIBKO ITOBENA TJICYOM.

HyxHo 10 KOHIIa pa3bsICHUTD MPa3IHBIM COTPYIHUKAM, KTO 3/1€Ch IJ1aB-
HBIII — ObLI, ecTh 1 Oyner Bcerna! Tem Oosiee TTOBOM OTJIMYHBINA Y OOBEKT
BOBpPEMSI OJBEPHYJICS IO/ PYKY, OU€Hb YIOOHO MOJYYUIOCh.

— 4 mpoiry Bac TMMOKUHYTh M3IATEIbCTBO, — IPOAOJIKANIa YeKaHUTh
Murtpodanosa. — Kak Bama ¢amunusi? A Bce Bpems 3a0bIBalo..
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beperoBoii mosyan.

— Bropouem, He BaxHo. BaM 3mech pelmTelbHO He4yero aeaTh!
M Bam, — TyT oHa mepeBea B3op Ha OJIbry, — XOpo1Io Obl BEpHYThCS Ha
pabouee Mecto. Bbl Beab Moka elie 3nech paboraere!

Ha «1moka enie» oHa mpuHajernia rojlocoM Tak, YTO CTajo MOHITHO —
JIHU COTPYAHMUIIbI peAaKIMU PyCCKOW Mpo3bl couTeHbl. COBCEM HEMHOTO
MX OCTaJIOCh!..

BeperoBoii rpoMKoO B3IOXHYJ M € MPEYBEIMUCHHOM aKKypaTHOCTBIO
MOJIOXWI HOYTOYK Ha nuBaH. M momen npssMo Ha MurtpodgaHoBy.

Bun y Hero Obu1 ycTpaluamouiyii.

VY Onbru 3aapoxaiyu KOJIEHU — Ha cCaMOM JeJie 3apoxKaad, OHa Jaxe
He cMorJa BcTaTh. [TonpoboBaa ObLIO, M HE CMOTJIA.

Co Bcex cTopoH Hamepepe3 beperoBoMy 0pocuianch Joau.

MurtpodaHoBa aporsyia u nonsitwiiack. beperopoii Bce 1ied.

— BbI He uMeeTe TpaBa OCKOPOJISITH JIIOJIEH TOJIBLKO TTOTOMY, YTO BaM
3TO HpaBuTcs! BBl He MOXeTe yBOJIUTHL BCeX, a MHE yxXe HaruieBaTth! Ha-
IieBaTh!

— Bonons, Bononst, octraHoBuUCH!..

— Karroma, yxonu, Tel BUIUIIL, OH HE B cebe!..

— MoxeT, oXpaHy BbI3BaTb? — TOMOHWJIA BOKPYT.

Onbra Bckoumia, nobdexana um cxpaTuia beperooro 3a cButep. OH
BBIPBAJICS.

— BbI BeaeTe ceOs Kak umnoTka, Kak uctepuuka! Hukro He BUHOBAT,
YTO y Bac mpexaeBpeMeHHbIN KiiuMakc! — OH cxKall KyJaKu, KTO-TO 3a €ro
CIIMHOM B3BU3THYJI. — BaM Heb3s ¢ MoapMU paboTaTh, BAM CO CBUHBSIMU
Hapno! B HaBo3ze!!! Tam Bam camoe mecto!!!

MutpocdaHoBa Bce MSATUIIACH, B IJ1a3ax y Hee MosIBUJICS yXkac, Ho bepe-
roBOM He BUIEJ HUKAKOIO ee yxKaca.

— 1 paHbllie IyMaJl, 4TO Bbl IPOCTO... APSIHb, — OH BBITUTIOHYJI 3TO CJIOBO
eil B 1u110, — HO BBl He npocTo!.. Bel moaeit yousaere! U g 310 nokaxy!

MurtpodaHoBa ynepjach COMHOM B CTEHY, OTCTYIIaTh ObLJIO HEKyja.
bensieB u3 ciayx0b1 6€30MaCHOCTU MEJIW B OTAAIEHUM M Ha TIOMOILb €M
He crnemui. Mans IlonmBaHoBa mopbiBasiach KMHYThCsI, HO CrpelliHeB
KpemnKo Iepxail ee 3a pyKy.

Beperosoii moctosin euie cekyHay — Karepune IlerpoBHe 1mokaszanoch,
YTO OH ceiyac ee ynaputT. OHa 3aXMypWIaCh, 1 MOJTHMENH MeJIbKHYBILIAS
MBICJTb O TOM, YTO Ha HEM OYKM, M OCKOJIKA CTEKOJI MOPEXKYT IJ1a3a, 1 Mo
11IeKaM MoTeueT KPOBb, ObljIa TAK CTpAlllHA, YTO HEUEM CTaJIO AbIIIATh.
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baGaxnyna nBepb.
MutpodaHoBa MeIJIECHHO OTKPHLIA TJIa3a.
Beperosoii ncues, TOJbKO KOJIBIXaJIaCh 30JI0TUCTAsI TapeMHast IITopa.

YaitHUK Bce HMKAK He 3aKUIMaj, U OT pas3ry/sBIIErocss K HOUM BeTpa
B KYXOHbKE ObLITO XOJIOAHO U CUJIBHO TMAaXJI0 YIULEH.

Exarepuna MutpodaHoBa, ycTaB KapayJIuTh YalHUK, IIpucesia 00KOM
K CTOJTY, TIEPEJIOXKMJIA JIOKKY U TIepecTaBMIIa YalllKy, TOCMOTpesia U BEpHYyJIa
BCe Ha IpeXHee MECTO — B HOBOM pelaklu, IIepecTaBIeHHbIE TO-APYTroMy,
yalika 1 JIOXKa BBIIISIACIN He UAeaTbHO.

Eii Hy>XHO OBLTIO YEM-TO 3aHSTh FOJIOBY U PyKU, HEMTPEPBIBHO IBUTATHCS,
1Ie0YPIIUTHLCS, U — caMoe IJlaBHOe! — He AyMaTb, U OHa, OTKPHIB HOYTOYK,
MpOBepUJIa TMIOUTY B MSTHIN pa3 3a Beuep.

W3 marasuHa 6eibsi Ipyciaiy yBeaoMaeHue o pacnpoaaxe. Ctpeni-
HEB UTO-TO CIipaluBal rpo 6ymaru ot Kanroposuua. Mans [lonrBaHoBa
Hamnucala, 4YTo «<HMKaK He MOXET MPUITH B ce0s1 Tociie anu3oaa B «Huiim».

MuTtpodaHoBa ToXe He MOIJa IPUNATU B cebs1 MOCJIE 3TOrO0 CaMOro
«3IH301a»!

OHa aKKypaTHO 3aKpblia HOYTOYK, B3si1a py4Ky, caipeTKy U cTajia 00BO-
IWTh Ha Hell po3bl v iuinK. Tam, Tae pyKa MpoMaxuBajaach MUMO JIETIeCT-
KoB, MutpodaHoBa npuaexHo noamTpuxoBbiBaia. C KaxXIbIM IITPUXOM
PO3bI U JIVJIMY CTAHOBWJIMCH BCE MEHbIIIE MOXOXHM Ha LIBETHI U BCe OOJIbIIIE
Ha OIIETUHUBIINXCS €XEM.

— 41 HU B yeM He BMHOBaTa, — BAPYT CKa3aja OHa IPOMKO, U MsTKas
ciabast Oymara nmopBajach y Hee 1of pykoid. — S He BuHoBara! S Goibiie
He xouy! U He Oymy!

[TpoKISITHII YallHUK HAKOHEI[-TO 3aKMIIeJ, OHAa BCKOYMJIA U, Jejas
CJIMIIKOM MHOTO JIMITHUX ABUXXEHUM, KOe-KakK 3aBapujia yCOKOUTETbHbII
cOOp — MYCTBIPHUK, OOSIPBIIITHUK U BaJePbsIHKY, BCEe B MTaKETHKaX.

B xonogHol KyxHe HEMENJIEHHO 3anaxjio 0OJIbHUILIEH.

— Co MHoi1 Bce B nopsiake! — o0bsiBUIIa MutpogaHoBa elle rpomye
npexxHero. — S mpocTo ycrana. MHe Hy>XXHO B OTITYCK, TOJIbKO 1 BCETO.

Betep rpombixas 3a OKHOM, KakK OYATO cTapaljcsl BbIpBaTh M3 CTEHBI
XKeJIe3HbI MOJOKOHHUK.

3azBoHun teaedoH, 1 MutpodaHoBa cxBaTHUIACh 32 HETO, KaK yTOIAlO-
1M 3a comoMuHky. CinaBa 60ry, XOoTb KTO-TO noragaics!..

— KaTiomuk, Tel Kak TaM? — TYCTBIM KOHTPaJbTO OCBEIOMMIIACH U3
Tpyoku Manst [lonuBaHoBa, u3BecTHas nucaTenbHuLa. — [lepexuBaeiib?
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— W He nymana naxe! — Boinanuiaa MutpodaHoBa. ['yObl y Hee 1oBerio,
M TJ1a3a Haauiuch ciie3amu. — C dero Thl B3sia?! Ellle mepexkuBath u3-3a
BCSIKOI epyHIIbI!

— OH He epyHna, — 3asBuiia [lonmBanoBa. — OH uenoBek! Kakoro xy...
XyJIOXXHMKA ThI o yBojviaa-to? OH Bpoje Beeraa xopoiio padoran. Hoyroyku
MHe cTO pa3 unHuI! ThI Ke 3Haelllb, KaK YaCTO OHM Y MeHsI JiomatoTcs! — MaHst
B3I0XHYJIa ¥ 100ABUJIA C TOpAOCThIO: — He BhIIepXKUBalOT MOEi SHEpreTUKu!

Ho Ekarepune MutpodaHoBOi HbIHUE HE ObUIO HMKAKOTro Aeja 10
MOJIMBAHOBCKOM HEPIeTUKM!..

— 41 ero yBonuia 3a aeno! — IlpenaTenbckasl cie3uilia Bce-TakKu Karl-
HyJla B CaMylO CepelrHY OLIETMHUBIIETOCS €Xa, KOTOPbIii paHblle ObLI
po3oii, 1 MutpodaHoBa cepauTo oTepia ra3a. — YToOkl OH 3Hal... 4YTO0
B M3JATEILCTBE BCE 3HAJIU... YTOOBI HETMIOBAIHO...

— OHO, KOHEYHO, He Moe 1efio, — nepeduna [lonuBaHnosa. — S Beab
He COTpYIHUK u3marenabcTBal.. I poMaHbl counHsio. Ho yBoauia Tel ero
HamnpacHo, Karte. Bor, eit-6ory, HampacHo!..

MurtpodaHoBa B3si1ach PyKoii 3a JIOO M HAKOHE1-TO 3apblaajga — IPpoM-
KO, TI0-I€TCKH, CJIe3bl 3aKamnajay Ha exXa 4acTO-4acTo, KaK JOXIb.

— M kak neTekTUBHBII aBTOp 51 Tebe CKaxy, — IpoaorKaia MaHs,
CJIOBHO HE CJIBIIIA PHIIAHUI, — 3TO ellle U OUYCHb MTOA03PUTEIIHHO!

MurtpodaHoBa 3aMKana, 3aMOTaJia TOJIOBOM U 3axajia poT PyKO.

— Katp? A Katp?..

— Yro0... YTO €ule... moueMy MoA03pUTENbHO?..

— Jla moroMy 4TO B IeTeKTUBAaX TaK U30aBIsIOTCS OT cBuaeTeneit! I1po-
U3011I0 yOuiicTBO — 310 pa3. B UnTepHeTe nosisuiivch potorpaduunt — 31o
nBa. Thl HeMeUIEHHO YBOJIbHSICIIb YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPBIil MOT XOTsI Obl KOHLIBI
HaiiTu, — Tpu. M Kakue u3 3TOro MOXHO CIeNaTh BHIBOIBI?

— Th1... ut0?.. MaHs, ThI ¢ ymMa couwia, uro jau?! Kakue KoHIbI OH MOr
Haitu?! [Mouemy uzbasnstioch?! OT Kakux cBuaeresieit?!

— OH Xe aUTUIIHUK, — MosICHWIA nucarenbHuiia [loanBaHoBa Kak
HU B yeM He ObiBajo. — OH, Ha00OpOT, MOr ObI pa3obpaThCsl, KTO 3TU
(otorpacduu BbITOXM U 3auem! Hy, TaM Bcskue agapeca-rapoJiu-siBKU,
CEeKpETHBIE ITOUTOBbBIC SIIIUKU, COLIMAJIbHBIE CETU, CTPAHHBIC PECYpPCHI, 51 B
3TOM coBceM He meTpio! A Toi? [leTpuin?..

— 4l... He... HET, HE METPIO ...

— Bot uMeHHo. M B 01HY MUHYTY YBOJIbHSEIIb ITpodeccroHanal.. To
€CTb BbIXOAUT, TeO€ HEBBITOMHO pa3oupaTbes. Tede Hy>KHO M30aBUTHCS OT
cBugereseii. Tornga BO3HMKAET BOIIPOC: 3aUemM?
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— 3a... 3auem?

— 3aTeM, 4TO Thl KaK-TO CBsI3aHa ¢ yOUIICTBOM, BOT 3aueM! — 3aKJIloumnia
Mamns [TonuBaHoBa TopxxecTBytolle. — HeT, 1-To 3Hat0, YTO Thl HUKAK He
CBSI3aHa, HO Y JIIOJIEH BIOJIHE MOXET CJIOXHUTbCS Takoe BrieuatieHue! [a
OHO YX€ U CJIOXMJIOCh, BOT KJISHYch! A oHO Tebe Hano? Tak cebe pemyTa-
LU0 TIOPTUTH?..

Karg MutpodanoBa crpebiia co croja candeTKy ¢ exxaMu, ObIBIIUMU
po3amu, IIpuKasia K IJia3aM M 3aruiakaja elie ropiie.

— MaMbl HeT, — BbITOBOPUJIA OHA C TPYIOM, — $I ObI XOTb €11 oXKaJo-
Bajiack... A tak... Komy s1 HyxkHa?..

— Tsl BceMm HyxXHa, — TiepeOwia MaHsl, CIMILIKOM OBICTPO U HE CJUIIKOM
yoenutenbHo. — ThI BOT ceiiuac u3-3a 4ero Iayvelllb?

— 41... coBceM onHa. [Tonumaets?.. M... 3TOT... cKa3aj, 4TO MHE TOJbKO
CO CBMHBSIMU U caMa I CBUHBSI...

— Hy, aT0 0H B 3amane JaamHy!

— A g tak ucnyranach, Mans! Kak s ucnyranace! 1 nymana, oH MeHsI
yobeT! { maxe mpeacraBuia, Kak 310 Oynet, nmonuMaeib? M Bagum. Tam
ke 6611 Banum! U oH Bce BUaen, Bce CbIIial U Jaxe MajiblieM He 1IeBesb-
HYJI, TOHUMAaellb?..

IMucarensruna [MomuBaHoOBa MOMoTYaa.

— Tak Bce aT0 npeacrapnenue B «Yunm» 3ateBajaoch paau Banuma? — Ee
KOHTPAJIbTO CTAJIO PACCTPOCHHBIM. — Tl €ro yBUAEIa, U MUP TIEPEBEPHYJICS
y TeOs B TOJIOBE, a CepALe B TPYyIH, TaK, 4TO JIU?..

— Tak, — npusHanack Kats ropectHo. — 4 ero cTo jer He Bunenal..
Hy, c tex nop. [Tonumaeib?

— Xoueub, s1 npueny? — Bapyr npenjioxuia [TonusaHosa. — Enne He
no3naHo! S murom! Kyrio camoro mopororo (paHIry3cKOro IaMIaHCcKoro,
PYKKOJIbI M KPEBETOK, UTOO BCE KaK Yy MopsiiouHbIx. Kakoe TaM camoe nopo-
roe? «Mioat u [llangom»?

— «Bmosa Kinnko».

— A X0Tb ObI U «BroBy»!

— He nago, Manb. Criacu6o tebe. [1aBHOe, MaMbl HET, IOHUMAaEIIb?. .
4 6b1 MaMe Bce pacckasala, a ee HeT... — Crie3bl OnsITh MOJUIUCH, caldeTKa,
pa3puCOBaHHAasI CUHEN PYYKOUM, COBCEM IPOMOKIIA.

— 4 o1y pyKKOJy TeprieTb He Mory. BoT nmpocto ¢ ayiim Bopotut! Kak BbI
ee eauTe, HeMOHSITHO. MOXeT, Jy4llie OTOMBHBIX? 2KUpHEHBKUX, COUHEHb-
KHUX, B MSITb MUHYT HaxkapuM! — IucatenbHuiia [ToavBaHoBa nomosyana
B TpYOKe M BIPYT cipocujia oueHb Tuxo: — A uto, Kate? Bcee eme... 6oaut?
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Karga kuBHyna Mova, Kak 6yaro IToauBaHoBa Morjia ee BUIETb, U Ta
MOHsLIA.

— Hapo xe... A g nymana, niponuto. Cpok JaBHOCTH UCTeK. Bce monru
3arutaueHbl. CKOJIBKO K€ MOXHO?..

— 4 Toxe Tak nymana. Ho Hu4yero, Hu4ero He Mnpolio, MOHUMACIIb?. .

— Her, — ckazana nucarenpiuna. — He nmonumarp. OH Tebe XU3HDb
ucnoptuwi. Hy, He BClo, KOHEYHO, HO KaKyl0-TO 4YacTb TOYHO UCITOPTUI!
M ThI ero Bce JI0OUIB, YTO JIK?..

Karts ToiabKo BCxaMnbiBaia, U clie3bl JAIUCh, TTaAaly B YalliKy, U3 KOTO-
pO¥i OCTPO Naxjio OOJbLHULIEH.

— Eny! — 3aximounna [MonuBanoBa. — Besy 3ToT cambiii «/Jlom» uiu,
Kak ee, «BmoBy»!

— He Hamo, — nucknyna Katss MurpogaHoBa, HO B TpyOKe ObLIO yXe
nycto. [ToauBaHOBa pUHYIACh €€ «CIlacaThb».

[ToB3abIXaB JIMHHO, ¢ OTTATOM, KaTsa rioTHyjlIa U3 «OOJBHUYHOIN»
KPYXXKH, OMEPXHYJIaCh U JOJT0 HAACAIHO Kalllsiia.

A moTtoMm nepecraina.

Berep 3a OKHOM Bce IpOMBbIXall XKejie30M, U, MPUTOPIOHUBILKNChH, OHA
ciyiaja rpoMbIXxaHve W AyMalla, YTo CIEJaHO CTOJbKO OLIMOOK — M BCe
HernpocTuTtesibHble!.. 1 HuYero He U3BMeHUTh, He MmonpaBuTh. Bot u bepe-
TOBOI ee HEHaBUAUT — 3ayeM, 3a yTo?! OHa Bcero JMIIb YBOJWIA €Tr0,
HCTIOPTUB MY KU3Hb U Kapbepy!..

HenaBuaut Tak, 4To roTOB yOUTD.

I'naza onsTh HAWIUCH Clie3aMU, TOpJIo cBejlo, KaTst 30 Bcex cuil pac-
MpSIMUJIA CIIMHY W OBICTPO 3aibIliana.

Bbuto ellie HEUTO yKacHOEe B TOM, UYTO BbIKpUMKUBaJI beperoBoit — «B
3amnaje», ckaszana nucareabHuia [TonuBaHoBal.. YkacHoe U HEBEPOSITHOE
HacCTOJIbKO, YTO CO3HaHME OTKa3bIBaJIOCh BOCIIpUHMUMATh. Ho uTo-TO Xe
ObLIO!..

W 310 «4T0-TO» 00513aTEIBHO HY>XKHO BCITTOMHMUT.

Teneps eit Kazaaoch, UTO OT TOr0, BCIIOMHUT OHA WJIM HET, HA CaMOM
niesie 3aBUCUT ee cyaboa.

Kats 6p1cTpo nmomHsuI1ach 1 Molivia B BaHHY0. B rpyiiieBuaHoOM aHTUKBap-
HOM 3epKaJjie — rnogapok Banuma Ha npouuisiiit HoBblii ron! — oTpasuiioch
€e 3apeBaHHOe JIMLIO C 3alJIbIBIIMMHU IJ1a3aMU U CUHUMU pa3BoiaMu Ha 10y
M miekax. OHa paccMaTpuBajia pa3Bolbl U AyMalla, YTO HEIPeMEHHO Hajo
BCITIOMHUTB, HO 3aCTaBUTh ceOsl MBICIIEHHO BEpHYThCs B «Uumm» 1 mepe-
JKWTh BCE CETOJHSIIIHEE ellle pa3 HUKaK He MOrJa.
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— A 4r10 3TO y Bac, Maryiika, Ha (GU3MOHOMUU? — TPOMKO CIIpocuia
OHa ce0sl, YTOObI HEe BCIOMUHATh. — TpymHOe oKoueHeHue?..

DT0 OBUIO HUKAKOE He OKOUEHEeHUE, a TIITHA OT YepHWI, KOTOPBIMHU OHA
pucoBasia Ha cajiheTKe, a MTOTOM yTUpasa clie3bl, U Ha OCO3HAaHMWE ITOro
y Hee YO HEKOTOPOe BpeMmsl.

OHa cMblia MSITHA, OMSITh TOCMOTPEJIACh B TPYIIEBUAHOE 3€PKAJIO U CKa-
3ajla, KaK JaBeya:

— 4 6onblie He Mory. S He xouy!..

HyxHo no3BoHuTh CTpeliHeBy, BOT 4YTO.

[To3BOHUTH M CKa3aTh MY, YTO OHA HU B YeM He BUHoBaTa! YToOBI XOTh
OH HE CUMTaJI €€ CYKOW M MocjeaHel ApsiHbIO!..

YTOOBI... XOTb KTO-TO HE CUMTAJ ee TaKOoii!..

— Caia, 3710 51, — 60APO cKazayua oHa B TeJe(DOHHYIO TPYOKY, MaXHYIIYIO
O6osbHULIE. — Kak Thl moXuBaelb?..

CTpellrHeB, KaXeTcsl, yCMEeXHYJICS.

— A ThI Kak?

— S npexkpacHo, — coobiinia Murpodanosa. — Tel mocMoTpes Gymaru
ot KanropoBuua?..

— Yto 310 TaKoe cerogHs O6bL10?.. B «Yuau»?..

— A 4ro cerogHs 0bu10 B «HYnnnu»? — 1mo3a0bbIB 0 TOM, YTO cOOMpanach
KasTbcsl, MutpodanoBa puHyach B ataky. — Huuero He Ob110! £ 11pocTo
He ycriesa Tebs CrpocuTh, uTo npucian Kanroposuy!..

— Ilpucnan Bce, yTo HyXXHO, — oTBeTU] CTpeniHeB He cnema. — [lo-
yemy beperosoii opai, 6yaTo Thl mpryacTHa K youiictBy? He 3Haeln?..

Bort oHo!.. To, uTo Hago GbUTO BCIOMHUTH!.. BOT TO y:KacHoe, OT yero
HaoTpe3 OTKa3bIBaJ0Ch CO3HAHUE!

Ha. Jla. beperoBoii Bo BceycbllIaHUE 3asiBUJI, OYATO OHA YOUBAET JIIO-
Jieli, ¥ TOKJISIICS, YTO OH 3TO JOKaXeT!..

— Cama, — rojioc y Hee OnsITb MOBeJIO BHU3. — Tbl K€ MOHMMaelllb, YTO
Bce 970 epyHaa! Epynna Ha moctHoM Mmaciie! OH rpocto nipuaypok! Y 6bi... —
OHa BCIMOMHWJIA MOJMBAHOBCKOE BbIpaxkeHre, — U ObLT B 3amaje!..

— Hy, B 3anmane He B 3amnajne, HO cka3ai xe!.. OH yTo-TO 3Haet, Kars?..

OT ero ocTopoxKHOro ToHa y MutpodaHoBoii oxoJiofesa Cr1Ha.

CrpelHeB... Beput?! BepuT, 4To 0OHa MOXKeT OBITh MPUYACTHA K yOUACTBY?!

— Caina, b1 ¢ yma couten?! IlonrBaHOBa TOXe FOBOPUT, UTO ...

— Yro rosopur IlonuBaHnoa?

— bynro s He Xo4y paccienoBaHUs W M30aBIISIIOCH OT CBUAETENeH! —
Boinanivia Katsi. — Ho 370 Xe... 3T0 e TMKOCTb Kakas-To!
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— IlonmBaHOBa IETEKTUBHI NTUIIIET, eif BumHel. Ho uctopust Ha camom
nene crpanHast. CtpanHast, Kats!

— Beperosoii 06031uICs, YTO 51 €r0 yBOJIMIA, BOT U Bee!

— Thl ero yBosinJia COBEpUIEHHO HaIlpacHO, HO YOUICTBO TYT HU MpU YeM!

B royiose y Hee cTy4asno, 1 OblIaTh ObUIO TPYIHO.

— Ka-arp?..

— Toi rae? laneko? INoauBaHoBa ceifuac MpueneT, U Thl TpUe3xkail Toxe.
Ham Hago nmoroBopuTh.

— IlonuBanoBa npuener? — HeMHOro ynuBuicsa CTpelIHeB.

Kak npaBuiio, nmucarenn He Mpue3kKaiu K U3IaTesIsIM 110 HouaM, YTOObI
MOTOJIKOBATh T10 AylIaM. DTO OBLJIO YTO-TO M3 00JiacTu (paHTa3uii AHHBI
HocudosHbl, 1o0MBaBLIelcS UAeaTbHbIX, BO3BBIIIIEHHBIX OTHOILIEHUI Ha
pabote u BHe eel..

— Hy, xopoiio, — ckazan oH 3agymuunBo. — f TyT coBceM psinoM. Ha
HabepexHoi. CTaBb YalHUK U OTKPBIBAii IBEPb.

XopoI1110 XOTb He J00aBUII — TaK U OBITH!..

Mop1ach oT JieKapcTBeHHOM BoHU, KaTs BbIIMJIA OCTATKU «YCITOKOU-
TEJbHOU CMecH», coOpajla CO CTOJIa 3aJIUThIe cile3aMU MSThbie candeTKu
M TIOCMOTpeJIa, YTO Y Hee eCTh K Yalo.

Huuero He Obu10. [laxke camoii 3aBasisiiiieit HanKyleHHOH! 1110KoaaaKu!. .

B merctBe Mama uuTana eit ckasku, u ManeHbKast Kats MutpodaHoBa
rOpbKO phifaa, koraa bypaTuHo rckai XoTs Obl KypUHYI0 KOCTOUKY, OOTJI0-
JNaHHYI0 KolKoi. Mckasl 1 He MOT HAalTU, TOTOMY YTO HUYETO, HUYEro He
ObUIO B KaMopkKe y manbl Kapio!..

Karg ppigana, a Mama yreliana ee, v, B 00111eM, KUCTOpUIO ipo bypatnHo
OHM 00€e He OYeHb JIIOOWIM, U TPOLUION BECHON 3aMECTUTENb reHepasb-
HOTO IMpeKTopa u3aaTesibcTBa MutpocdaHoBa ¢ BIOJHE OINpeneIeHHBIM
YYBCTBOM He€ MOCTaBWIa B IJIJaH UMEHHO 3Ty CKa3Ky!..

3acomneB oT XxajnocTu K bypatuHo u K cebe 3aoqHo, Kars paccraBuna
Ha CTOJIe TPH YalllKU, CaXapHUILY U MOJIOYHUK — TIPOCTO TaK, YTOOBI ObLIO
MoOOoJIbILIE MOCYbI Y Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO CTOJI KPACHBbIM U OOraThiil, — U MoILIa
oTKpbIBaTh. OHAa cibllIaja, KakK CTYKHYNI, mpudyanuBas, Tudrt. Kro-to u3
HUX yXe MPpUObLI, TO JIU NKcaTesb, TO JIM U3AATENb!. .

He rnsans, ona pacnaxHyna iBepb, U TYT B INIyOMHE KBapTUPHI 3a3BOHIIT
JNIOMalHui TeaedoH, MOYTH BCeraa MOJTYaBILIUA.

— Ipoxoau, — npuriaacwia Katsa To a1y nucaress, TO JU MPUSATENs
U TIOBEPHYJIACh, YTOOBI OeXaTh Ha Tee(OHHBIN 30B, HO 3allENWIACh 1LIEei
3a YTO-TO OCTPOE U XKECTKOE, MTHOBEHHO BITMBILIEECS €il B ropJio.
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3axpurieB, OHa MOMbITAIACh COPOCUTD 3TO OCTPOE U KECTKOE, HO TOJBKO
ele CUJibHee 3allenuach.

OHa pBaHyJIach, 3a0MJ1ach, TTOYTH yIaja, U OYeHb OTYETIUBO U CIO-
KOWHO nonymMmasia, YTo ceifyac yMpeT, MOTOMY UTO €l HeueM JbIIIaTh.

Bech Bo31yx B MuUpe KOHUYMJICSI, U OOJIbIIIE €ro He OyIeT.

He mory. He xouy.

DTO COBCEM He CTpalllHO. YBOJEHHOro HauaabHuKa I T-oTnena oHa ucny-
rajjlach ropasao 0oJIbIlle, YeM OTCYTCTBMS Bo3ayxa. JIUIIb HEMHOTO OOJILHO
111ee, HO OHa 3HaJja, YTo 60JIb MPOMIET, KaK TOJIbKO OHA MepecTaHeT OUThCS.

OHa miepecTana, 1 6ecTeIeCHbIN rojoc cKazall Hall Hell MOYTH HEeXXHO:

— Th1 youiiua. f 370 TOUHO 3HAIO.

— l'oconu, moyemy Thl ONSATH TAKOM OJIEAHBIN?!

— A2

— To1 yto?! 3abonen?

AJiexc cTaiuwi 0alMaku, MOoCMOTpeN Ha cedsl B 3epKajlo, HO HUYEro
TaM He yBuiaea. OH 4acTo CMOTpesl — W He BUIEN.

— I'ne TbI O6b11?

Bosioua cymKy 3a JISIMKY Tak, 4YTO OHa IOYTM exajia Mo Moy, AJjlekc
noriesn a0 Jlamy v MOTsSIHYJICS ee MOLIeJIoBaTh, HO OHA OTCTpaHWIach. Bun
y Hee ObLT HETOBOJIbHBIA.

Hy, xoHeuHo. [Ipocusena Bech Beuep ofHa, MOKyAa OH TaCKaJICsl HEU3-
BECTHO T7€e U ¢ keM. JItobast Ha ee MecTe...

— AJnekc, s 3BoHMIA Tebe ceMb pa3!

Cemb — Xopoliree ynciio, mogyman Anekc. M, rimaBHoe, oHa TOYHO 3HAET,
YTO 3BOHMWJIA UMEHHO ceMb pa3. OTYero He 1IeCTb U HEe BOCEMb?..

— S1 He Mor oTBeTUTh. fl... OB Ha BCTpeye.

— C nipe3uneHTOM?

Tyt oH BApYT 3aMHTEpeCcOBaICSA U TIOCMOTpPEJ Ha Hee.

— Ilouemy?..

— Hy, eciu Tbl COBceM HE MOT MHE OTBETUTb, 3HAYUT, C MPE3UAECHTOM!

— S BcTpeyancs ¢ nmpekpacHoi namoii. Takoe oObsicHeHUe coinet?..

...IToueMy MeHsI Bce BpeMsl TSIHET ee 31UTh? OHa HY B YeM He BUHOBATa.
3aTo s1 BO BceM — He OTBevaJl, He 3BOHWJI, He TpHUexall BOBpeMsl, He MOoBel
B pECTOpaH, He MPpUIIACcCKII B TeaTp, He MoJapuJI Iy0y WK OpUIIIMaHTOBOE
KoJbe!..

— Kaxk Te1 MHe Hanmoen, — BeiroBopuiia Jaia y Hero 3a crimHoit. ['onoc
y Hee ObLT pacCTPOECHHBbII.
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OH 1oXaJt TjIeyaMu, TUTIOXHYJT CYMKY Ha CTYJI, OTKyJa OHa HeMeIJICHHO
chexala, BbIBAJIUB Bee conepkumoe. Cpeit OHOTO OOHAPYKUJICS XOPOLIEHb-
KW TaKeTUK 13 allleTUTHOM T10THOM Oymaru. AHHa MocudoBHa 3acTaBuia
€ro «IIPUHSITh TOCTUHEL» — HEMHOTO KYJWHAPHBIX 1IEAEBPOB KYIeCHUIIbI
Mapraputsl HukojaeBHBEI.

— JlaBaii muTh yaii, a?.. — D10 ObLIA MOMbBITKA ONPaBIaHUSsI, TOBOJbHO
Bsijiasl. — 31ech MUPOTU Kakue-To, IpeKpacHasl 1amMa MeHs YroCcTUIa.

— 4 He xouy.

W [aina yiuna B KOMHaTy, Aepka CIIMHY OYeHb MPSIMO, U OH MPOBOAMII
ee rJia3aMu.

...CoOCTBEHHO TOBOpsI, 3TOrO Thl U AOOMBACS, MpaBUIbHO? ThHI Bce
3HaJ 3apaHee! 3HaJ, YTO HY>KHO MIEPE3BOHUTD, U HE TIEPE3BOHWII. 3HAJ, YTO
O0UINTCSI, M OHA TTOCTYIIIHO 00uAeNach. 3Haj, YTO «IIpeKpacHasl 1ama» ee
3a7ieHeT, — M 3aneial.. 3aTo Tenepb Bech Beuep cBoboaeH! MoXHO HUYETo
HE 00BSICHSTh, AyMaTh, MOIYaTh. MOXHO BCJieq TOXe Ha YTO-HUOYIb 00U -
NEThCSI — BCE COMET.

B a1y MUHYTY OH cebst HeHaBUIEI.

HyxHo Obl710 4TO-TO cAeNaTh, YTOObl YHITh HEMHOTO HEHaBUCTb —
Jlydle BCEero MoiTu ceilyac K Hell, OOHSITb, IOLIEJIOBATh B yXO, MOMPO-
CHTB ITPOIICHHUS 32 BCE TPEXU YOXOM, paccKas3aTh, e ObLI, YTO IeJIal U YTO
BUJIEJ, TTOXAJIOBAaTbCS HAa TO, YTO YCTAaJI, Y €1lle Ha TO, YTO HUYETo He TMIOHU-
Maet!..

Hukyna on He moiuesn. PazopBai XpycTKyto Oymary, BbITallliI MUPOT,
CYHYJI €r0 B POT U BKJIIOUMJI KOMITbIOTED.

Babyika yTBepkaaia, 4To ¢ TAKMM XapaKTepOM JIYYIIIe BCETo 3a1e1aThCs
cMoTpuTesieM Masika B bapeHuieBoM Mope. Hukakux jroneit BOKpyr, U BceM
Jerye!..

KomMrmbioTep pa3BepHyJ1 iepe HUM JMBHOM KpacoThbl CAalT U3ATENbCTBA
«AdaBuT» ¢ IOpTpEeTaMU MUCATEJICH U COTPYIHUKOB.

ITucateneit Anekc MOMEHTAIbHO 3aKPbLI, & COTPYIHUKOB MEPETUCThIBAT
JIOJITO U BHUMATEJIbHO.

Ocob6eHHo ero unTepecoBaiv Branumup beperosoii, KoToporo yBosuia
MuTtpodaHoBa, cienaB «CTpallHYIO DIYNOCTb» — TakK, KaXeTcsl, BbIpa3u-
Jnack AHHa MocudoBHa, — u Hagexna KysbMuHUYHA, HaYalbHUK OTAENa
KEHCKOM MpPO3bl.

Beperosoii paboran B «AndaBute» Tpu rona, IPUINYHbBIIA Cpok! AjeKcy
MoHpaBuiiach ororpadus, oueHb cMelTHas. BepHee, He cTOJNBKO (HOTO-
rpacdusi TOHPaBUIACh, a... KaK Obl... OTHOIIIEHHWE K mpolieccy Bragumupa

69



TATbSIHA YCTMHOBA

BeperoBoro: eMy SIBHO He OBIJIO HUKAKOTO [IeJIa, «BBIIIET» OH Ha CHUMKE
WM HeT!..

W eme nonpaBwiachk «IlaMgaTka», MpUayMaHHas, BUIUMO, CAMUM
BeperoBelM M pa3MmeleHHas Tak, YTO MEPBBIM IeJIOM Ha IJia3a Iolla-
Jlajlach UMEHHO OHa, a He repoudyeckast ouorpadus 1 cMmeliHass QoTo-

rpadwus!..
«ToBapuiil, — 6bLI0 HAOPAHO KPYITHBIM, KPACUBBLIM, YBEPEHHBIM LIPUQ-
ToM. — IlomHu! Eciu He BKiIIOUYaeTcsi KOMITbIOTEp, MPOBEPh MUTaHUE!

He cBoe, a koMmnblotepa. JIymail — eciau He mevyaTaeT MPUHTED, MOJOXU
oymary! B mpuHtep, a He B Tyasetr! Oco3Hali — eciu He MOXellb 3aiTh
Ha «OIMHOKJIACCHUKOB», 9T0O He «MHTepHeT He paboTaeT», a Tl He paboTa-
etb! MHTEpHET He ecTh «OMHOKJIACCHUKW». Hayuuch — eciiu KoMIbloTep
«3aBUC», BBIKJIIOYN €r0 U TTOTOM BKJIIOYM ITO HOBOI! 3Hail — ecim KOMIT
He paboTaeT, Oyay4yu MOAKIIOUEHHBIM K PO3ETKE, a IPUHTEP He reyvaraer,
Oymyuu 3aroJHeHHBIM OyMaroii, 3BOHM HaM, U MbI TIPUAEM Ha TTIOMOIIIb!»

Bce at0 OBLIO 32a0aBHO M XapakTepu3oBaio Bmamumupa beperosoro
COBEPUIEHHO OMpeaeIeHHbIM 00pa3oM.

AJIeKC BbITAIIWI 13 TTaKeTa e11le OAMH MUPOT, OTKYCWJI, KPYITHO Hanucasn
Ha JucTouke: «beperoBoit — Xopouiuii mapeHb», — U cTajl YUTaTh AaJbliie.

Y Hapexnbl Ky3bMUHUYHBI OKa3ajach BIOJIHE... OKOJIOJUTEPATYpP-
Hasg Ouorpadusi. Hukakux monurpaduyeckux KypcoB IIPU HUHCTUTYTE
MOBBILIEHUS KBaIM(UKAIUU MeTanayproB. @unonornueckuii pakyabTeT,
3aTeM aclupaHTypa — JAuccepTalusl o3arjaBieHa «BiusiHue TBopuecTBa
M. T'opbKoro Ha TeMy COLMAJIMCTUYECKOTO peajiu3Ma B MPOU3BEACHUSIX
COBPEMEHHBIX OOJITApCKMX TMcaTeNeii», — paboTra Ha Kadeape, 3aTeM
B TOJICTOM XypHaje. JleBIHOCTble 000MIEeHbl CThIIUIMBBIM MOJYAHUEM.
Cynga no Bcemy, Hanexxna Ky3spMuHMYHA He u30exayia y4acTH, MOCTUT-
1€ Toraa Beex (puaosioros, 300JI0T0B, MyIIKUHKUCTOB, TOCTMOJEPHUCTOB
M apTUCTOB, — MpOoaBaa B MajaTKe MUBO WIM PpacpOCTpaHsiia UTaIbsH-
CKYIO0 KOCMETHUKY, TPOU3BENEHHYIO0 B ManaxoBke. 3aTeM HEKOEe KPOIIIEYHOE
M3IaTeIbCTBO AETCKOM JIUTEPATYPHI, 3aTeM U31aTeIbCTBO MOOOJIbIIIE, TOTOM
elie modoJibllle U, HAaKOHell, «A(aBuT» — BeHell Kapbephbl!..

Ha ¢ororpadpun Hanexxna KyspmMuHnuHa Obljia mpeacTaBieHa Ha (hoHe
MbLIAIOIIET0 KaMUHa. Y HOI — OrpoMHasi yepHasi cobaka. Uepes pyuky
Kpecia XXUBOIMUCHO MEPEKUHYT JIOXMATbIIA TIE/.

JI0JKHO OBITh, KaJap «BbICTpAaUBaIi» OYEHB J0JIT0, HECKOJILKO pa3 Iepe-
KiaablBaiM Tien. IToxoxke, «<Moaenb» nepecaxuBallach 31aK U Tak UM Ha
pas3Hble Jaabl lepecakrBajia CBOO co0aKy.
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«Jlexats! Jlexats 3mecs! Botr Monozen, xopoiuast neBoukal»

Cobaka?.. Cobaka?!

AJleKC BCKOUMJI, CUJIbHO YIAPUBIIUCH KOJIEHKOM, TTOCTOSUT, OTBEPHYB-
LIKCh OT MOHUTOPA, U 3aCTaBUJI ce0s1 BEPHYTHCS 3a CTOJ.

OH nIBaXIbl BUOEN TaKylo cO0aKy — €CJIM TOJbKO Y HeTo He ObLIO raj-
JonHanuii. Korna-To oH mouTy oBepuJl B COOCTBEHHOE CyMaclIeCTBUE,
Ho cobaka psinoM ¢ Hanexnoit Ky3abMUHUYHOI ObL1a pealbHOM, HEMOX0Xe i
Ha nipuspak!.. Pororpacust He GUKCUPYET... TPUBUACHUI!

Hanexna KysbMuHMYHA TOueMy-TO oKa3ajaach B TOM CaMOM KOPUAOpeE,
rae ObUI HaliieH youThiii. OHa HUKAK He JOJIKHA Oblla TaM 0Ka3aThCsl, U TEM
He MeHee!.. IMeHHO oHa nepBoii MpUHeca «yXacHylo BecTb» ExaTepuHe
IleTpoBHe. AjieKC ObLT B 3TO BpeMsl B MUTPO(aHOBCKOM KaOWHeTe, Bce
BUJIEN U CJIBIIIA.

B TOT Xe Beuep ero u3dWIM Tak CUIbHO, YTO OH JBA IHSI HE MOT XOIUTh
U JObIIIATh.

B TOT XXe Beuep OH B MEPBbIN pa3 yBUIE Ty cCaMylo co0aKy.

B TOT Xe Beuep OXWIM U 3aABUTAIUCH YYIOBUIIA, MOXUPABIINE €ro
W3HYTPU, — MOJIOIasl CTpeMUTEbHAsT KoOpa M AYUIHBIN, TSKETbIN, Kak
JKEepHOB, yaaB!..

Bce Hauanoch B TOT Beuep, Koraa eMy NpuBUIesach codaka!..

OH cHOBa TTocMoTpell Ha ¢oTorpaduio.

Mora uiay He MOTJIa MMEHHO 3Ta cobaka MOSIBUTLCS Ha JIEeTCKOM T10-
manke, rae ero omnu? M torma — 4yrto BeIxoauT?.. BerxoguT, yTo OMiIa ero
Hanexna Kysemunuuna?! JIutepatypHasi KpuTukecca, (OUIoaor U Hadalb-
HUK OTHesa XEeHCKO Mmpo3bl?!

W ona xe ceromHst mpobpainack B ycanb0y AHHBI MocudoBHEBI, UTOOKI
TaliHO HaOmoaaTh 3a HUM?.. M mpuTalumia ¢ coboii cobaky, KoTopas Ipo-
Myajach CTOJIb OBICTPO, UTO €€ BUIEJ TOJIbKO OH OAMH, XO3s5IiiKa TaK HU4Yero
U He 3ameTunal..

Wnu oH Ha camoM JeJie... HeHopMaiibHbIN? Buaut To, yero Het?!

OH yacTo BUIEN TO, Yero HeT, — B MPOILIOK cBoeil xxu3Hu. MHorma
BUICHUS 3TU OKa3bIBAJMCh MYYUTETbHBI, MHOTAA MPEKPaCHBI, HO TOTIa
OH ObUI YBEPEH, YTO MOXET KOHTPOJIMPOBATh UTPbl COOCTBEHHOTO pazyma!
A Tenepb, BBIXOOUT, HeT?!

AJiexc ellie pa3 mocMoTpes Ha (potorpaduio, 3aKpbli Ij1a3a u nocuaes
TaK HEKOTOPOE BPeMsl.

«IlepectaHb UCTEPUTH! — Ope3rIMBO roBopuia Jlama B mogoOHBIX CITy-
yasgx. — Bo3bmu ce6s1 B pyku! Henb3st Tak pacmyckaTbest!»
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OH OTKpBUI TJ1a3a, TOCMOTpPEJT Ha CBOM PYKU M HEMHOTO MOPa3MBbICIIIT
0 TOM, KaK UMEHHO cJiefiyeT cebsl B HUX B3STh.

HyxHo no3BoHUTHh beperoBoMy 1 10roBOpUThLCS O BcTpeue. Bpsia i oH
3aX04YeT BCTPEUaThCs ¢ KEM-TO U3 «BpaXKeCKOTO CTaHa», TO €CTh U3 M3Ma-
TeJIbCTBA, 3HAYUT, IPUAETCS €r0 YyroBapuBaTh. DTO MEPBOE.

Hano cobparts kak MoxxHO Ooibliie cBeneHuii 0 Hanexne KysbmMuHuaHe
U ee... cobake. CaM OH He CMPaBUTCS, 3HAYUT, TOHATOOUTCS TOMOIb. DTO
BTOpOE.

Heob6xonumo pa3bickaTh BagumMa BecenoBckoro, KoTopeliii cedbe Ha rope
B MOCJEAHUI MOMEHT pa3ayMal XXeHUTbcs Ha MuTtpodaHoBoOli, 0Ka3aB-
weiica He Ekarepunoii ITerpoBHoit, a «KaTromeir», 1 morutaTuiicst Mectom!..
INopaccrpammBaTh 0 «KaTro1re», 06 M31aTeIbCTBE «AJI(aBUT» U O LAPUIIE
AnnHe MoanHoBHe, To ecTb MocugoBHEe, KOHEYHO!.. DTO TpeThe.

YeTepToe, MsITOE, IIECTOE Y CTO BOCEMHAAIIATOe — MOYEMY 3TO CaMoe
U3IIAaTENbCTBO, TAKOE BJIATOCTHO-YMUJIBHO-CeMeifHOe, 00pa31ioBO-TI0Ka3a-
TeJIbHO-TIPaBUJIbHOE, BCE 0OJIbliIe U 00JIbllIe HATTOMUHAET eMY 3a3epKalibe,
Ilie BCe HE TO M He TaK, KaK KaxXeTcs Ha MepBblil B3ISA?

ITouemy reHepasibHasi IMPEKTPUCA MOPOUYMT TOJIOBbI COTPYIHUKAM?
W naxe 3amam?! Yto 3a Heyienasi Urpa B HEyMEeHME I0Jb30BAThCsI KOM-
neoTepoM?! 3auem?! Tak u yX oHa OECITOMOII[HA B TOM, YTO Ha3bIBACTCS
OUM3HeC, WM BCe ee MIOBAIKK «I00poii OapbIHI» TOXE TeaTpabHasI ITOCTa-
HOBKa B JyXe PYCCKMX HapoAgHbIX cKa3ok?.. Kem oHa obGepHeTcsl, Korma
WMBaH-11apeBrY BEpXOM Ha CEpOM BOJIKE SIBUTCS €€ criacatb, — Bacuiucoit
IMpemynpoii, Komeem beccmepTHeiM uiu baboii-siroii?!

Tak 1 Ha caMOM JieJie OHa JIIOOUT CBOMX «ITTEHIIOB», KOTOPBIX MTOIO-
OpaJia BHIMABIIMMU W3 THE3[a B «TPYIHbIE JIS HUX BpeMeHa»? Hamo xe
TaKOMY CIIYYUTBHCS, «TPYAHBIE BpeMeHa» BBIMAIM Y BCEX cpa3y, U UMEHHO
Bcex «100past 6apbiHs» obyiaromeTebcTBOBana! becrokourcst oHa, Tiepe-
JKMBAeT WIM — BBICMATPUBAET, BBDKUIAET, MMPUKUIBIBAET, KAKylO MOJIb3Y
MOXHO M3BJIEUb U3 CBOMX OJjlaromesiHuii?!

IToueMy oHa Bce BpeMs BpeT? 3auem? OHa cKa3zajia, YTO HE 3HAET ero
M HUKOT/Ia He 3HaJjla, M TYT Xe HaMEKHYJIa Ha TO, YTO HBIHYE MOXHO pa3bi-
CKaTb KaKue YTOAHO CBEeIEHUSsI, JaXe CaMble CEKPETHBIE, U €l111€ YTO-TO MPO
TajgaHT!..

...UTo OHa MOXKET 3HaTh PO MOIA... TalaHT?! ¥ MeHs O0JIblIIe HEeT TajaHTa!
4 3Ha10 TOJBKO ONMH MPaBUJIbHBIN OTBET HA 3aMyYMBIIUI MEHSI BOIIPOC:
«BbI kT0?!» SI HUKTO.

Huxkro.
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Toro mMeHs1, KOTOpblii ObLT KOTAA-TO TaTaHTIUB, 00Jblue HET. OT TOro
MEHSI 0CTaJIach TOJIbKO 000J109Ka, XOIs14ast TpAMUYHAas KyKjia co BceM Habo-
POM KYKOJIbHBIX HETOCTATKOB — 51 TEPSIIO KITIOUM, POHSIIO TeIe(OHBI, HUKYa
He MOTy IpuexaTb BOBpeMsl, 3a0bIBal0 3BOHUTh, HE XOUY pa3roBapuBaTh,
mioxo crio! S BBIHYXKIA0 OKPYXKAIOIIUWX BaJJaHIAThCSl CO MHOI, YTOOBI
KaKk-TO HAalTOMMHATh UM O TOM, UTO 51 XXMBOK. Bee elie!

DT0ro ceds1, KOTOPbIi CTaJl TPSAMUYHON KYKJIOH, s 3HAaIO MaJIO U TUI0XO,
1 OH MeH# He uHTepecyeT. OH CyIIECTBYET MPOCTO MOTOMY, UTO CYLIECTBYET!
Kyna xe ero neBaTh, OH BCE XK€ €CTb!..

OH eCTb, U OH HUKTO.

Ho Anna MocugoBHa HUYEro He MOXET 00 3TOM 3HaTh!..

— Anekc! Yro 310 takoe?! I'ocmomu, s1 MWUIMOH pa3 TeOs1 mpocuial
A TbI OITSATH!

OH noBepHyJics, yctaBuwics Ha Jlairy v He yBujaea. OH 4acTo cMOTped —
U He BUIEN.

— Yro?..

— Jla Huuero!

Paznpaxenue. OH cabliaa TOJbKO pa3apaxeHue, Kak OyaTo CrycTUB-
1eecsl B HEKyl0 TYMaHHOCTb U HaJBUTaBLIEECs Ha HETo.

— Ilouemy, mouemy BOKpYT TebsI Bce BpeMs... moMotika?! Her, Hy 310
HEBO3MOXHO! 3a4eM Thl ONSATh HapBaj oymaru?!

— 2.

— Th1, THI!.. — Pe3kumu, cepauTeiMu ABMXKeHUsIMU Jlaia crpebjia co
cToJIa Ky4y U30pBaHHBIX caJiheTOK M CyHyJa eMy 1o Hoc. OH MmocMoTpen
Ha canpeTK — OeJIbIif KOM B M3SIIITHOM XEHCKOM JIAMOHU, HOT'TH TIOXOXU
Ha pO30BbIii MUHJAJIb — U 3aKPbLI IJ1a3a, MbITasiCh cnacTuch. — M vaiku!
Tol uto, mua cpasy u3 Tpex?! 4 ycrana 3a To60#t youpaTb, MHE HamgoeIu
TBOU MOMOMKM!

— He y6upaii! — npeaiaoxuia oH, He OTKpbIBas IJ1a3.

— 4l He xenaro Xuth B momoiike! A y Ted6st oHa kpyrom! Thl U3 Hee He
BbLIe3aellb. Y TeOs Jaxe B rojioBe momMoiika! M Thl HUKAK HE MOXeEIllb
B Heil pazoOparhbcsl.

— 41 crapatocs.

— 1 BUXKy, Kak ThI cTapaelibcs! Thl CKOIbKO BpeMeHU 0e3 paboThI Mpo-
cunen?! M nanen; o nanen He ynapui! Kaproiiky Obl moiies Konarb, 4YTo
qu!l.. Hy, HeT, Kak »e Mbl MOXeM KapTollKy! Y Hac BbICOKUE Uaealbl, a Ha
ocTajibHOe HaM HarieBaTh! CMUJIOCTUBUIIUCH TOOPHIE JIIOOU, TTPUCTPOU-
JIU XOThb KyHa-To, crnacudo um 3a 3t1o! — OHa oTBecusia 3eMHOM TMOKJIOH,
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BUIVMO, TEM CAMBIM «IOOPBIM JIIOASIM», KOTOPBIE «CMIJIOCTUBUIMCEH> Hal
HuM. — A cam-10?! CaM-TO Thl KTO?!

Y Anekca tsaxeno 0yxano cepille, pa3roHsI0Ch, Habupajso 000POTHI,
MOJHUMAJIOCh BCE BbIILIE K TOPJY, U 3MEU Y HETO BHYTPU 3aCThUIM B OXOT-
HUYbEM MPEIBKYILIEHUU, TOMHSUIM TOJOBBI, MMPUTOTOBUINCH — XKEPTBa
ciabeeT ¥ BOT-BOT OCJIAOHET COBCEM.

— Tbl HUKTO, MOHUMaelb?! A Tebe, MeXIy MPOUYMM, TPUILIATh BOCEMb
siet! Tel HU4ero He MoXellb, HU4Yero! ThI gaxe MMO3BOHUTD HE MOXKEIIb, XOTSI
3Haelllb TPeKpacHo, YTo 51 BOJIHYyIOCh! MeHs B ciiefytomnii pa3 «Ckopasi»
YBE3€ET, a Thl U He 3aMeTHIIIb! [Touemy Thl cebe Mo3BoJIsellbh TaK 00paIaThes
¢ moapmu?! Kto Thl Takoin?!

— Hukro, — BeIroBopmII AjieKc. BTO CI0BO I1aJI0Ch EMY C TPYIOM. 3Meu
JIPOTHYJIM M 3aMEPJIH, TIPUTOTOBWIIMCH aTaKOBATh.

— Bor umenHo! A Begemb cebs Kak mpuHl gatckuit! TebGe Ha Bcex
HaruieBaTh, Thl HUYETO He LieHUIb! S yxaxkuBaio 3a TOOOI, yxaxuBalo!..
S-To, B oTimure ot Tebs, paborato Bce Bpemsi! Kaxnbiii 60xuii neHb! —
OHa mocTy4alia Mo CTOJly PO30BbIM MUHIAIbHBIM HOTTEM. — A ThI JaXe
nocynay 3a coboii yopaTh He crioco0eH! Thl OTBpaTUTEIbHBIN, N30aT0BAaHHBIM,
Mep3kuii pedbeHok! M HMKorga He BhIpacTelllb, IIOTOMY 4TO Tebe yoIoOHO
cuaeTh Ha moeit ee! Jlopko ycrpousicst! Tel MEHSI U3BEJT, COBCEM, COBCEM!..
Canderok HapBan! Cto pa3 npocuiaa — He PBU Thl UX, WX TOLIA ITOKYyIIait
cam! Mau u nokynaii! Ho Tl 1 Ha 3T0 He ciocoOeH!

Omna crpebjia co cToia ero Oymaru, 3armmcku, OJIOKHOTHI, IIBBIpHYJIA
B MYCOPHOE BEIpO M 3aruiakara.

3Meun HeHaBUCTH MOJIHUEHOCHO PUHYJIUCH BIIepell, BIIUINCh, — CTaJIo
00JIbHO 1 HEeYeM JbIIIaTh, U PYKHU 3aTPSICIUCh MOCTBIIHON MEJIKOH MOTHOM
JIPOXBIO.

— ¥V 1e0s1 Bce Bpemst TipobsieMbl! beckoHeuHo, TTOCTOSSHHO! — phlaana
Hama. — Tbl Ha ynuiy He Moxkellb BeiiiTu! ThI cpa3y mornagaelib Mo T0X/1b,
a MOTOM Y TeOs1 TeMIiepaTypa COpok, U 51 Tebe MOoJKHA TaOJIETKN TacKaTh!
Bonkbliie He Mory, He xouy!

— WM He Hano.

— Yro?!

OH cMOTpesT MUMO.

...Tol Bce 3Han 3apaHee, aa?.. CoOCTBEHHO TOBOPSI, UMEHHO 3TOTO Thl
u noousaiics! Bce Hauanoch He CUIO CEKYHIY, HE CETOIHS U He BUepa, U cajl-
etk TyT HU TIpK YeM. Hudero He BIET — ThI TOHUMAJI 3TO COBEPIICHHO
OTYETJIMBO, HO... TPYCWJI, TSIHYJI, MSIMJIIII.
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He xanen. He pazroBapuBai. He myckai ee B CBOIO XXU3Hb, OTOpaKUBaj
TEPPUTOPUIO KPACHBIMU (DI1askKKaMM.

Tsl cam Bo BceM BUHOBAT. Thl 0fuH. Jlaxke TOUKY HE MOXKEIIb [TOCTaBUTb.
W a1y cBOM0O paboTty ThI Iepeioxkul Ha Hee!.. [ToroMy uTo Tebe Tak yamoOHoO,
M Thl Bpoje Obl HU B YeM He BUHOBAT!..

OH monyai, u Jlana 3Hajia, YTo OH MOXET TaK MPOMOJIYaTh 4ac WK J0
3aBTpa. Ciie3bl Karnajav, U OHa Touckasa, yeM Obl UX BbITepeTh. BbITepeTh
ObLIO HEYEM, cai(peTOK He OCTAJIOCh, M OHA BhITAIMJIA U3 SIIMKa KyXOHHOE
MOJIOTEeHIIE, TTaXHYBILIEe XKapeHbIM JTYKOM.

OHu Bce enle ObUIM PSIIOM — TOJBKO MPOTSHYTh PYKY, TOTPOHYThCS,
MPUHSITh, POCTUTh. M 00a 3HanM, 4TO TaK AajeKo, KaK HbIHYE, OHU HE
ObLTM HUKOTIA, U PYKY He MPOTSIHYTh, U TOTPOHYTHCS YK€ HEBO3MOXHO.

HuxkTto He crmacer.

Ja 1 cnacaTb Hevero.

Hara erie HeMHOTO TIoIIaKaia, a oToM Tepectana. Orisuenaach Bo-
Kpyr, OyaTO yIMBUBIIKCH, KaK OHA Clofa Toraa.

— Th1 Oyaemb yXXuHath, Anekc?

OH nokayvas ToJIOBO.

— Bce sicHo, — 3asiBUJ1a OHA OTpeAeIeHHBIM FOJIOCOM, U TYT OH BAPYT
MMOCMOTpEJT Ha Hee.

W ynuiOHYyCS.

— Hy u cnaBa 6ory. {1 pan, yto Tebe... Bce sICHO.

OHa HIBBIpHYJIA TOJIOTEHIIE B PAKOBUHY U CTPEMUTEBHO BbIIILIA U3 KYXHM.

OH ellie TOCUEN, MOTOM MEJIEHHO, KaK CTapuK, MOIHSUICS, pacKomal
Ha TIOJIKe KaKoe-TO TOMII0, XJIEOHYJT U BhITapalllMI IJ1a3a.

IIpeanonaranock, YTO MO0 — HeKas BOJOYHAsl HACTOMKa, a 0Ka3aaoch,
CHMPOII OT Kaluis. J1axke BBIITUTH € TOPSI Y HETO He TTOIyYMJIOCh, Kyaa TaMm!..

Tbl HUKTO. ThHl HUYETO HE MOXEIb.

3Meu Tep3aad U pBaJii €ro U3HYTPU, U OH 3HaJI, YTO 3a JeJio!..

Heno. lemno.

Y MeHs ke ecTb IeJ10, U MoKa sl He JOBEeAy €ro 10 KOHIIA, 1 He AaM UM
cebsa coxpath. IToka He gam, a Tam mmocMoTpuM. Ceifyac caMmoe TJIaBHOe
He AyMaTh, He pa3peliaTth cede, He oTIycKaTh cebst! Jlenath XOTh YTO-TO.

Caepsisich ¢ IMMpaMu B 3aITMCHON KHUXKKE, BBIY>KEHHON U3 MyCOPHOTO
Benpa, AjieKc Habpajl Homep.

B tpy6Ke nuckisiBo nporyaeno. OH BbITAIIWI U3 PAKOBUHBI MOJIOTEHLIE
¥ BBITEp TMOTHYIO JamoHb. [Iporyaeno eine, W, epeoXUB TeaedOH, OH
BbITEp BTOPYI0. OT PYK Cpasy Xe 3araxjio JyKOM.
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— Anno, na! — HeTreprieauBo ckasai B Tpyoke Bramumup beperosoii.
TTouemy-T0 Ajniekc ObLT K 3TOMY HE TOTOB.

— 3npasctByiiTe, Mos damunug Llau-T'upei.

— BbI kTO?!

AJeKc CTUCHY 3yObl.

— 51 HOBBIIT COTPYTHMK BaIIETO U3IATEIbCTBA, U MHE HY>XHO C BaMHU...

— 41 6onble He paboraro B uznarenbcTBe! M Bac g1 He 3HalO.

— TeM He MeHee MHE XOTeJI0Ch ObI IOTOBOPUTh.

— O uem?! O Mutpodanosoii?! — beperosoii 3aBeJics ¢ oja060poTa. —
DToO OHa BaM BeJiesia CoO MHOIA... TobecenoBaTh?!

— Bragumup, MeHst HUKTO HU O YyeM He npocuil. JIaBaiite moroBopumcs...

— 41 He Xkemaio goroBapuBathcsi ¢ MutpodaHoBoii! — 3aopan bepe-
roeoii. — D710 oHa Bo BceM BuHoBara! U s 310 mokaxy! Ona Bpetr! OHa
TOoAbKO BpeT U ranut! OHa... oHa cyka, sicHo Bam?! Tak eit u iepenaiite! 5 ee
HeHaBuxXy! U ecnu s1... ecnu g ee BcTpeuy, yobio!.. K ueproBoit maTepu!..

Kopotkue rynku, u AjieKc akKypaTHO TMOJIOXKUJ OIMYyCTEeBLIYIO TPYOKY
Ha Kpai cToJja.

...«5] yOblO ee, ecnu yBUXKY!»

Hypaxk, Manp4uIlIKa, YTO Thl 3Haelllb 0 HeHaBucTu?! KoTopast moxupaer
W3HYTPU, KOTOpasi ¢ TOOOM, Iaxe KOraa Thl CIUILb, €XECEKYHIHO rOTOBa
K arake?..

AJeKC TTOCTOSIT, pa3ayMbIBasi, — HU 3ByKa He TOHOCHJIOCH M3 TIIyOMHBI
KBapTUPBI, — CYHYJI HOTM B MOKpbIe OOTUHKU, TIPUXBATHII KyPTKY U THXO
MPUKPBLT 32 COOOI ABEPD.

OH 3HaJ, 4TO, KOTJla BEpHETCS, B €r0 JIOMEe HUKOTO He OyJIeT.

OH ocraneTcs onuH. Kax Bcerna.

[MucarenpHuiia [loauBaHoOBa TMX0 3aexalia KOJIECOM Ha OOpIIOp — Ma-
IIWHY CUJIBHO TPSIXHYJIO, U B OaraxkHUKe 3BSIKHYJIW OYTHUIKH.

— Bot yepT Bo3bMu, — GecrieuHo cka3ajia OHa caMa cede U Tak XKe JIMXO
cnana Hazal. ByTbUIKM yXe He 3BIKHYJIU, a TPOXHYJIU.

OrpoMHas yepHas cobaka, OeraBiiasi B OTIAJCHUU, IPUOCTAHOBUIIACH
M TIOCMOTpeJia ¢ MOJ03PUTEIbHBIM HEYIOBOJbCTBUEM.

Boauna mamuHy I[MonuBaHOBa O4YeHb IUIOXO M JaxKe HEMHOIO 3TUM
ropauiach.

[TbIxTs1, OHA BBIOpaIach MO TOXKIb U Yyroaua MPSMUKOM B JTyxKy. OHa
TO U JeJIO MoMnanajia B JyXu U Maaaja Ha pPOBHOM MecCTe.

— Bot yepT Bo3bMU!..
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Bricoko, kak narmis, 3aaupasi Horu, [loiuBaHOBa o0olluIa MalIMHY
M HBIpHYJIA B 0araxkHUK. ByTHITKM Bce pacKaTUITUCH T10 YTJIaM, «Kypa-TpUJTb»
ycKakajia nojJi OTHETYIUTe)b, 0aTOH 3aBajiiics nof nonyiky. Maus Ilonu-
BaHOBA Bceraa Bo3uJjia ¢ OO0l TIIel U IyMKY — BIPYT 3aX04eTCs] COCHYTD
B Jopore!..

XOpoIIo XOTh «TJIaBHOE» — KOP3MHOYKY CBeXel KIYOHMKU — JIora-
Jlajiach ITIOCTaBUTh Ha CUIEHbE, a He MUXaTh B 0araxkHuk. [loxyynnock Obl
ceifuac 03epLo KJIYyOHUYHOTO KOHDuUTIOpa!..

Kaxkoe nukoe cioBo — koHpuTiop. Kyna 6 ero BCcTaBUTh, TOJILKO TaK,
Y100 OHO O3HAYyaJIo BOBCE HE TO, YTO O3HAYAET HA caMOM Jieje?..

— IpukuHb, Kakoit KOHGUTIOP, — coOUpast B MakeT OyTbUIKM, MaHs
IMTonuBaHoBa mornpoboBaia c0oBO Ha BKyc. — Jla 3TO X MOJHBIM KOH-
duriop!..

Kakoe-To nBMKeHUE BAPYT MOYYIMJIOCH €l 32 CIUHON, U OHA PE3KO
nofajiach U3 6araxxHuKa, BHIIPSIMUIACH BO BECh I'PeHaIePCKUiA POCT U TTPU-
1ypuiach. J1oxabp MOpoCcuJ, Momnajaai Ha 04K, U BUIEIa OHA TIJI0XO.

Huuero u Hukoro. OObIKHOBEHHbBI BE€YEPHUN MOCKOBCKMH IBOD.
B otnasieHuM CONMUT KaKON-TO «KUTYJIEHOK», U CBET U3 MOIbE3Aa MaaaeT
Ha CMODILIEHHYIO JIyXy. Bce oKypku BeTpoM MpuOMIIO K OOHOMY Oepery,
Y OHM THIKAIOTCS IPYT B Apyra, KaKk 6eCXO3HbIe phIOALIKHAE JTOIKU.

PaccessHHo ornsinbiBas nBop, Mans I[TonmBaHoBa nogaymaiia, YTo XOpoiuo
ObI B 3aK3eHXaHC Che3IUTh, KOraa poMaH gonuiiercd. CKydHeias crpaHa
Tonnannusi, 3aTo CeBepHOE MODE, JIOIKHU, CeJIeIKa Ha KapeHOM XJieOyllKe
B JIIOOOM KMOCKe, CUJIbHBIN BETEp U BOOOIIE cBoboma!..

YepHoii cobaku He ObLUTO TaM, Tae MaHs TOJIBKO UTo ee Buaena. JJomkHo
OBITh, TOMOI YBeJIM — K IMOJIHOM MUCKE, CyXOH MOACTUIIKE U TeJIeBU30DY!..

[MucatenpHuiia [onmmBaHoBa ObLIa COBEPIIEHHO YBEPEHA, YTO Y KaXKIoi
co0aKu JOJKHBI OBbITh TTOACTUIIKA, MUCKA U 10OpbIE X0351€Ba, Y BCIKOM CcTa-
PYIIKW BECENbI BHYYOK W BEJMKOAYIIHBIN 3Th, Y AEBYIIKHA MPUINYHBIN
MOJIOZION YesIoBeK, a y pebeHKa noopast MaMa, IkaMKa 1 Xopoliiasi KHUXKKA.

Bort tak nmpaBuiabHO!..

A TO, UTO CEeroHs MPOU30IILIO B U3AATENbCTBE U M3-32 YEr0o MydaeTcs
ceifuac nmoapyra MurpocdaHoBa, — HellpaBUIbHO!.. BooO11ie B u31aTenbcTBe
Kak-TO HeJIaJHO, M TOHKasl mucatejbckasi HaTypa JaBHO 3TO MOAMETUIA,
HO BOT ceromHsi!..

— Kondurtiop! — ¢pripkryna [TonuBaHoBa 1 BEIBOJIOKJIA U3 OaraxkKHUKA
TsDKeJIeHHbIe MellKKU. — CIUTOLIHOM KOHpUTIOp!..
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A eiie X kiyoHuka!.. Kop3anHouka cBexeil KIlyOHUKU, MTPenycMOTpU-
TEJIbHO MOCTABJIEHHAs HA MepelHee CUIECHbE U JaKe MPUCTErHYTasl pEMHEM.
Toeohy, mponacts!.. Kak Xxe Ternepb ee 1ocTaBaTh-TO?..

MaHsi mpuBajiiia MakeThl K 3aJHEMYy KOJIieCy, Koe-KakK 3axJOoMHyJa
OaraxkHWK Y MoJie3fyia B CaJloH.

TeHb, MebKHYBILIAS MIEpe] KallOTOM MalllMHbI, HA 3TOT Pa3 COBEPIIIEH-
HO oMpeaeieHHasl, CTPEMUTEIbHO MPUOJIU3WIach, HAIBUHYJIACh, 3aKPbI-
Basi MyTHbII cBeT (oHaps. [TonuBaHOBa B3BU3THYJA, AEPHYJIACh, CUIBHO
CTYKHYJIach FOJIOBOM M HEJIOBKO IMOBaJIMIACh Ha CUIEHbE.

— MamHs, Tbl, yTO JIN?..

TloTHoM1 OT yxXaca pykoit oHa caepHyaa ouku. CyHyTb K104 B 3aKMTra-
HUe, 3aXJIOMHYTh IBePb, 3aKPbITh BCce 3aMKU. Hory Ha ra3 u IormnbITaTbCs
CMacTUCh!..

Yepr nodepu!.. Kmtou! Kitrou oHa 3a0b11a B OaraxkHuke!..

— MaHb, uto ThI 3ameTanach?! S Tebs Harmyran?!

— @y-to1 HY-TH!.. — [lonMBaHOBa TIepeBeNa MyX, HallelMa OYKH,
noMenjiuiaa B UBHEMOXEHUU U ToJie3na u3 caoHa. — Caika! A eciau 6 g
TeOsI BJIEKTPOIIOKOM?!

CTpelllHeB MoaaepKal ee Mol MOHYMEHTAJIbHBII JIOKOTOK.

— Ay Te0s ¢ co00i1 crielmaabHbIN mpudop?..

— I1pubop! Yero Thl moaKpaabIBaclIbes, Aa ellle Houbto TeMHoi?! lypak
coBceM?!

— Ha s Tonbko noabexai! Y s He moakpanbiBaiock. U ceituac He HOUb.
A cMmotpro — Bpone maimHa TBost! M 3apHuIIa Bpoje Toxke TBosl!..

N BripsiMb cTpelTHeBCKUI «JIeKcyc» ¢ 3aBeICHHBIM JABUTATENIEM CTOSLT
npsiMo Tepea MaHUHBIM HOCOM, JBEPb Hapacnauiky!

— 41 xoren Tebe moMoub. ThI Tak... XKUBOIMCHO TOpYaa.

— Wau Th1 B 3agHULy!

— BoT uMeHHO oHa u Topuaia.

— Ilaketsl 3a6epu. OHU BO-OH, B JyxXe cToaT. M Kioun s B Garax-
Huke 3a60b11a. [TocmMoTpu Tam, a?.. — [TonrBaHOBa CHOBA HBIPHYJIA B CAJIOH
M BBITAILIMJIA JPAroleHHYI0 KOP3MHKY. — A ThI YeTO 311eCh?..

XJIomHYya KphIlKa 0arakHUKa.

— Kats nmo3BoHmsia, — rpomMko ckasaj CTpelniHeB, MPOTUCKUBASICh
Mexay manmHamu. — Ckazajia, 4TO XOYeT TTOrOBOPUTh. A §1 KaK pa3 IMo-
OJIM30CTHU OBLI.

IMucarenpHuna [TonmBaHOBa, IPUTOTOBUBIIASICS YTEIIATh MTOAPYTY KITy0-
HUKOH, 1IIaMITAaHCKUM M 33ylIEBHBIMU Pa3roBOpamMu, HUYETO He TIOHsLIA.
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Pa3 MuTtpodaHosa BrizBasia CTpeniHeBa, 3HAUUT, IPENI0IaraeTcs mpo-
M3BOJCTBEHHOE COBelllaHue, 4To Ju?.. Paccka3biBaTh 0 MY>XCKOM CBHH-
CTBE, KaJIOBaThCs Ha XKU3Hb, PhIAATh, UKaTh, OUTHCS TOJIOBO, UCTEPUIECKU
XOXOTaTh IOJaraeTcs TOJbKO B XKEHCKOM KOJUIEKTHBE!..

MyXUUHBI TYT HU MPU YEM.

CrpanHo. CtpanHo. Bripouem, ceityac Bce BBISICHUTCSI.

CTpellHeB MPUCTPOUJI MaKeThl Ha JIABOUKY, CYyHYJ1 MaHe KJIIouu, 100bI-
ThIe B 6araxkHUKe, ¥ BeJies TMOA0XAaTh, [T0OKa OH HAWIET MeCTO, Tae Obl eMy
MOCTaBUTh MaILIMHY.

— HpiHYe HyXXHO rOBOpUTH — MpuUNapKoBaThcs, — coobiuia [Monusa-
HOBa eMy B ciuHy. — Emie onHo mypanxoe cioBo! MHe OHO HATOMWHAET
nokropa Aitbonura. [Ipumapku! M craBUT, U CTaBUT UM TPagyCHUKU!..
Oo6e3bpsaHaM, ga?.. Mam ocaam?..

— 41 He cnpliy!

MecTo HalIoCh MOMEHTAJIBHO — HETOAaIeKy OT IOJIMBAaHOBCKOM Ma-
wuHbl. [ToBesno. Xopolllo, He MPUIIIIOCh B COCEIHEM IBOpPE OpocaTh WU
Ha JleHuHrpanke noj 3HakoM «OcTaHOBKA 3ampelieHar.

Tlon noxnem, ¢ KOp3MHOM KIyOHUKMU, MTaKeTaMu € €101 U HPpaHIly3CKUM
IIaMITAHCKUM, O KOTOPOM MaHs1 HECKOJIbKO PEBHMBO lymMalia, YTO Ternephb
npugeTcs aeauTbes co CTpelllHeBbIM, OHUM 3allarajiy K MOAbe3aAy, U TYT
Kakasi-To HeBMeHsieMasl MalllHa BjieTesia BO IBOp, MOBEPHYJa TakK, UTO e
3aHECJI0, U pUHYJIACh Ha HUX.

MaHs1 KeHTypHHBIM MTPBIXKOM MEePECKOUMIa HU3KYIO OTpaIKy Majuca-
Huka, CTpelHeB IMOIMSITUIICS, 3aKpbIBasiCh MakeTaMu, aBTOMOOUJIb TTPO-
JieTeN, 001aB MX IPSI3HOM BOMOM, MPUTOPMO3WJI, HAAIajl v IMPOITaJl U3 IJia3.

— Wnnot! — 3aopana MaHsi, BITACKMBasi HOTU U3 XUAKOU 3eMJISTHOM
kamu. — [Tpunypoxk!.. Utob Tebs!..

— Jlepxuchp, ymnaneiis!

— Jla mowten on!.. Her, Hy kTo Tak e3aut?! Bo nBope! IIpaBa Hamo-
KynaJii, KO3JIbl TPOKJISATHIE, YPO/IbI!

OHa BbUIE3/1a U3-3a OTpaliki U HEMCTOBO MOTOoIMana Ty(QJIsiMU, HO Kyaa
tam!.. Horu ObLIM B IpsI3u MO HIMKOJOTKY, U HUKAKUM TOMAHbEM HUYETO
He BO3MOXHO YJIYYIINUTb, ITO YK TOYHO!

— OceHblo, MaHeuka, — coob1mt CTpelrHeB HpaBOYYUTEIbHO, — B Ha-
IIKMX HIKXPOTAX MOJIAraeTcsi HOCUTh PE3UHOBBIE CAlloTU, a He B TydesbKax
urypsts! [ToHsina Teneps MpaBay HAPOIHOM KU3HU?

— Ilomen To1 TOXE!

— Kny6HuKy-TO XOTh cniacia?..
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IIpenupasicb, OHM BOLIJIM B MOABE3M, W JUGT cpasy Ke pacraxHy.l
CTBOPKU, KaK OyITO MTOMIKUIAT UX.

MaHs Bce pyranach, IepecTyraja MOKPbIMU, TPSI3HBIMM HOTaMU, pac-
CMaTpHBaJIa UX U MIBITAJIACH OTPSIXHYTh. B e cpasy crajo rpsa3Ho, Kak
Ha CKOTHOM JIBOpE.

CrpaHHoe n1eno, 1Bepb B kBapTupy ExarepuHsl MutpodaHoBoii oka-
3aJ1ach MMPUOTKPHITOM, KaK OyATO TOXE WX MOMIKUIAA.

IMucarenpauiia [TonmBaHOBA TYT Xe MMOJe3J1a BHYTPh, MTPOAOIIKAsI OYpHO
MMPOKJIMHATh «HEAOYMKOB U IIPUAYPKOB», a CTpEeIIHeB ITPUTOPMO3HIL.

— Kartb, 210 MbI! ThI IpeacTaBisellb, HAC KAKORH-TO UAMOT Ha MalllMHe
TOJIbKO 4TO uyTh He youn!.. Ka-ate! Thl rme?! Yero y Tebst nBepb Hapac-
namky?! — opana Mans.

[ToToM BIOpyYT XpUIUIO XpIOKHYJIA, U BCE CMOJIKIIO.

CTpeliHeB pUHYJICS BIIEpEN.

AJiexc BbILIE U3 Iepexoia 1 J0JIro 03Upascs, He TOHUMasl, Kyaa UATH.

...JlepeBust FOpneBo win aepeBHst Kosnoso? HaneBo win Harmpaso?..

AnHa HocudosHa, 1a 61arocjioBur ee 6or, mo TeaedoHy MmoapooHO
pacTojiKoBaJla eMy, Kak 100paThCsl, U Jaxe He CIpocuia, IS 4ero eMy
TakK CPOYHO MoHanoowics aapec Exarepuubl MutpodaHoBOii, U OH, IPU-
CTPOMBIIUCH Ha JIABOUKE B METPO, MOAPOOHO BCe 3amucall, TOJIbKO Terepb
HUKaK He MOT HaiiTW OyMaxKy, Ha KOTOpoOii 3amucai!..

Koneuno, [Jama npasa. OH cymacIueaIinii, 1 €ro BBIXOAKY HEBO3MOXHO
TepIieTb HOpMaJIbHOMY 4YesioBeKy. OcoOeHHO OJU3KOMY, KOTOPOMY €CTh
JIO HEro Jeo!

...A Naie ectb g0 Hero Aeno?.. Mnu korma-HuGyab ObU10?..

Hoxap HakpanbiBajl, achalibT 0JeCTes TYCKJIbIM MacCIsIHbIM OJIECKOM,
OTCBETHI (hap KayalucCh, HAJABUTAIUCh U MPOIAJadn Y HEro Moj HOramu.
HomKHO OBbITh, HE MMEJO HMKAKOTO CMbIC]IA exaTh TaK IO3IHO, Ja elle
0e3 MmpemynpekneHns, B IOM K TIOYTH He3HaKOMOMY JejioBeKy. CiemoBaro
3aBTpa YTPOM MMO3BOHUTb U IOTOBOPUTHCS. A ellie Hy>KHO ObLIO BHUMATEIbHO
BBICJTYIIaTh, KAK UMEHHO €XaTh, U OYMaXKy C Pa3bICHEHUSIMU TOXE TEPSITh
He cienoBaio!..

Ho ocTaBaTtbcs noma oH He mor. He mMor, u Bce TyT! HeHachITHBIE 3Men
coxpanu Obl ero, u [aiily 3a0[JHO, a TOTO HUKaK HeJIb351 ObLJIO JOMYCTUTbD.
OH U TaK CJIMIIKOM BMHOBAT Iepel Heid.

Branumup beperoBoii ObUT HACTPOEH HE Ha LIYTKY PEIIUTENbHO, U AJIeK-
ca 9To BCTpeBoxkuI0. Yero Obl TaM HU Hazneana MmaaamMm MutpodaHoBa, Kak
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ObI HM ObIJIa HECTTpaBeUINBA, B3POC/bIN YpaBHOBEIICHHBIN UYEJIOBEK BPSII
JIM CTAHET T10 3TOMY MOBOAY OpaTh B TPYOKY: «f yOblo ee!»

Brnipouem, eciu opet, 3HaUMT, Bpsd v yobeT!.. HacTosimass HEeHaBUCTb...
THUXa. AJIEKC 3HaJl 9TO TOYHO.

OH 11es Hayraa, HacTymnaJj B JIyXKU, B OOTUHKaX XJTI0Maio U gaxe rie-
ckasnock. OH BAPYT MOAYMaJl, YTO €My XOoueTcsl 3a00J1eTh, KaK B IETCTBE,
U1 00JIeTh JOJITO U CIaAKO — 4YTOO MaMa IMoujia KIIOKBEHHBIM MOPCOM
M elle KaKOW-TO BKYCHOM IITYKOW, CBADEHHOMW M3 LIMIIOBHUKA, Meaa
W JIMMOHHBIX A0JieK. YTOoOBl BeUyepoM MpHuilies ¢ padOThl OTell, MaxXHy-
WU YyIULEN, KYPTKOU U YY>XKUMU JIIOAbMU, MIPUCETT K HEMY HAa IUBaH
W BBUIOXWI Ha TUIed MOJapOK — HOBYIO MOXAapHYI0 MallWHy, HEmpe-
MEHHO KPAaCHYIO U C BBIIBUKHON JJaKOBOMW JTIECTHULIEH, UJTU KHUXKY MPO
MUPAaTOB C KapaBejlaMH, OpuramMu, MyIIKaM1 U OTHOTJIa3bIM KOPCapoOM
B TpeyroJjike. YToObl 6abyI1ka xjornoTrajga Hajl HUM, HO He CIMILKOM, a C
BeCEJIbIM JIYKaBCTBOM TOABITPHIBAJIA €My — YX €i-TO BCe €ro XUTPOCTHU
ObLUIM OTJIMYHO U3BECTHBI!

C Tex 1mop, Kak Bce CAENaNOCh CI0KHO U TIEPECTAIO MOTYyYaThC. .. )KUTD,
OH 00J1eJ1 HaTy>XKHO, BCEPbE3, TSKEJIO M OYEHB OBICTPO HA0ENAl OKPYXKAt0-
MM — ellle Obl! — 1M HUKTO HE yXaKMBaj 3a HUM OCOOEHHO W He Japui
KpacHYIO TOXapHY0 MalliuHy!

...HaneBo wnu Hampaso?..

Yto oH ckaxeT MamamM MutpodaHOBOH, €ciu Bce-TaKu €My YAacTCs
1o Hee no0pathes?..

Ho6priii Beuep, most pamunus Illan-Tupeit. S pemumn HaHecTy BaM
BU3UT. bymaru ot KaHntopoBrua He mpuBes.

JoOpblit Beuep, 51 MpUILe]] IPOBEPUTb, HE IPUCTYKHYJI JIM Bac HE B MEpY
TemriepaMeHTHbIU Brnagumup beperooii.

Jo0pblii Beuep, 1 TOJAbKO YTO PACcCTasCsl C EAMHCTBEHHBIM YEJTOBEKOM,
KOTOPBIN Kazajicsl MHe Oau3KuM. Bo BceM BUHOBAT s caM. Sl Huuero He
CMOT — HM CTaTb HaIeXAOUW M OMOpoii, HU CAeNIaTh €€ CUACTIUBOM, HU
3apaboTaTh Kyuyy N€HeT, HU MPUHATh €€ CO BCEMU XEHCKUMU IITYYKaMu,
B 0011IeM, BNoJiHE 0e300uaHbIMU! A Jie3 B OyThUIKY, BpeAHUYAN, Kalpu3-
HUYaJ, «CUATAICS», KTO KOMY U 32 YTO OOJIbIIIE «OJDKEH», — 3aUeM, 3aueM?..
Ckaxute MHe, ManamM MurtpodaHoBa, Bce 1eJI0 B TOM, YTO S IIPOCTO TLJI0-
XOM, HUKyla He ronHblil yenoBek? OObSICHUTE MHE, TTIOYEMY Y MEHS BCe
He TO U He Tak?

BripoueM, Kak ¥ TompoOHO 3aNMCaHHBIN MapIIpyT, caMa MagaM MUTpo-
(haHOBa MOTEpPSIACh U pacIIbLIaCh — €My TO BCIIOMMHAJICS MTMOHEPCKUIA
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TaJICTYK, TO e(peiTOPCKHE JIBIYKHM, TO ee TiepenyraHHble rra3a. Ko Bcemy
npoyeMy, oHa elle okasanach Karioleit — KTo 661 MOT MoayMarth!..

3auem oHa yBosmmia beperooro? Yto uMeHHO IIPOU3OIILIO Y HEE C Yesio-
BekoM 1o uMeHu Bagum BecenoBckuiit — neiictButenbHO 6aHaibHAasK T1000B-
Hast uctopusi i AHHa MocudoBHA BBIIYMbIBAaET MPeKpacHbIE CKa3Ku,
YBOJISI €T0 OT Yero-To BaxkHoro, rinaBHoro? Ilouemy beperoBoii opai, uto
MurtpodaHoBa Bo BceM BuHOBaTa? B yeM umeHHO?.. 1 4TO UMEHHO OH
cobupaetcs nokaszatb? UYto MutpodaHoBa 3aK0J10j1a HOXKOM ITOCTOPOHHETO
MYXHKa B KPOXOTHOI KJIagOBOM M3IaTelIbcTBa «AndaBUT»?!

A ecnu c TeM, IpyruMm, 1oka HeM3BeCTHbBIM eMy BecenoBckuM oHa 060-
11IJ1aCh TOYHO TaK Xe, Kak ¢ beperoBbiM, 3HaUUT, TOT TOXKE UMEET BIOJHE
BecKue MoBobl 17151 HeHaBucTu! U... Tpyr! B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, MOKA TaK U He
YCTaHOBJICHO, K€M OBLI TOT YeJIOBEK, UTO Jeiall B U3AaTeIbCTBE U KaKoe
MMeN K HeMy oTHolleHre! MoxeT, M OH ObLIT KOTIa-To OCKOpOJIeH Manam
MurpocdaHoBoii?..

Bripouem, 310 yXe ragaHue Ha KodelHHoi ryiie.

Kode xouercs. OueHb KpenKoro u o4eHb TOpsuero.

AJiekc onien 10 Kakoi-To TUXOH YJIUIIbI, HA KOTOPO# He ObUIO HY MalllvH,
HU JIIofel, TOBEPHYJI UCKIIIOUUTENBHO MOTOMY, YTO €My TMOHpaBUJIach ee
COBCEM He MOCKOBCKasl OTIPSITHOCTD 1 Iaxke HEKOTOPast JOXKTUBAsI YIOTHOCTbD,
noxoxasi Ha eBponeiickyto. [Toxanyil, Hano HaUMHaTh BCe CHayaja — 3BO-
HUTh AHHe MocudhoBHe, U3BUHSITLCS, OMPABIbIBATHCS, CIIPALIMBATh aapec
W MaplIpyT, WIX TaKUM 00pa3oM OH BCKOpe MpuaeT B benbruio!..

OH cyHyJ pyKY B KapMaH, BMecTe ¢ TeJie(poOHOM OTTy/a IoJie3)ia Kakasi-To
OyMmaxkKa, BBITIajia, OH ITOI00pall ¥ YBUIEI, YTO 3TO U €CTh MapIIPYT C aape-
COM — KaK OH YMYIpPUJICS €€ TIOTepsITh?..

Tuxas ynuiia, Ha cyacThe, OKa3zajach TOM caMoii, 3alMCaHHOW Ha Oy-
Maxke. be3 Tpyna oH pasbicKan 10M, 31eCh He ObLIO HUKAKMX KOPITyCOB
¢ IpobsSMU — BOCEMHAILATh ApOOb TPU, KOPMYC MATh! — W MPOU3BOAUTD
CJIOXHBIX BRIYMCIICHHH, TIO KaKOH MMEHHO YJIUIIC YMCIIATCS HYKHBIN TOM,
He TTOHaa00WIOCh.

Kakas-To MammHa ¢ paboTalolM IBUTaTeJIeM CTOsIIa BO3JIe TTOIbe3a,
TeperopoauB AOPOTY TaK, YTO MPHUIILIOCh OOXOAMUTD ee Mo Jiyxke. B Heli cunen
YeJI0BEK M ThIKajl B KHOIMKM MOOMJIBHOIO, M ObLI TaK 3aHST U 03a00YEH,
U TIOTPYKEH B CBOM TejeOH, U HACTOJbKO €My He ObLIO /ea JO BCIKUX
YyeJIoBeueCKUX OyKallleK, BHIHYXKIEHHBIX M3-3a €0 MaIlIMHBI JIE3Th B JIYXKY,
YTO AJIEKC eMy TT03aBUI0BAJ.

Ymetb Obl Tak!..
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OH Bcepbe3 CTPYCUJI, BOMIS B TUQT, TIe 0Ka3aloch Ipsi3HO, KaK OyaTO
B HEM TOJIbKO UTO MepeBe3ii HEOObIYI0 oTapy oBell. OH JaXe HEKOTOPOe
BpeMs JAyMall, Kyaa Obl HACTYIUTD MOJIOBYEE, U YyTh He yral.

..Yto g et ckaxy? 3auem s npuexan? Kak BooOIle cTaHy ¢ Heil pas-
rosapuBath?! Uto mogymaet ee My — y Hee ecTb Myx?.. nu netu? Unu
ponutenu?.. C HUIMU CO BCEMM HaBEPHSIKA TOXE MPUIETCS OOBSICHSTHCS!. .

KBapTtup Ha aTaxe okaszajioch BCETo ABE, W, CBEPSISICh ¢ OyMaxKoii,
3aXaToM 1711 BEPHOCTU B KyJlake, AJIeKC MO3BOHWJ B Ty, KOTOpast eMy
TpeboBaJIach.

..."nmu nyaie yiitu? He co3naBaTh HUKOMY TTpo0iem?

B kBapTHpe rpOMKO rOBOPWIIM, CIABIIIAIMCH TOMOT U AaXe IJiay, U, He
pazmymbiBas 0oJibliie, AJIEKC TOJKHYJI ABEPD U BOILLE].

Besne ropen cBet, octpo maxio 6emoit. OH 0OYeHb XOPOIIIO 3HAT 3TOT
3arax — HalllaTbIPHOTO CIIUPTa, CEPASUHBIX Karnesb U ellle KaKOH-TO APSIHU.
baby1ka ymupaia IMEHHO B 3TOM 3amnaxe. By y Hee ObUT BUHOBATHIN, €if
ObLIO HEJIOBKO, YTO OHA YMUPAET U JOCTAaBJSIET POAHBIM CTOJbKO XJIOMOT
u oropueHuii. YenoBek B OeJioM XxajlaTe 4yeM-TO KOJIOJI €€, MaTb coBaja
MOJ HOC HAIlIaTBIPHBIN CIIUPT, @ OHA BCE CMOTpEJia Ha BHYKA — BUAMIIb,
MaJIbuMK, KaK moayuyuioch?.. Thl, caMoe IJlaBHOE, He Oropyaiicsi, Bce 3To
epyHza, moayMaelin!..

Ha cexyHay Anekcy Imokaszajioch, YTO OH TOTepsieT CO3HAaHUE — OT
cTpaxa, TOro, JaBHUIITHEro, KOrIa OH MOHSJ COBEPIIEHHO OTYETINBO, YTO
0alyIKa ceifuac yMpeT 1 0oJibllie €€ HUKOTIa He OyaeT.

...Hetr. OcraHoBucCh. DTO 4uyXas XU3Hb, yyxkas Oema. CBOIO Thl yxXe
TIEPEXKIUIT.

I'ne-To 4TO-TO IPOMBIXHYJIO, TOTSHYJIO CKBO3HSIKOM, BXOIHAas IBEPb
y AJiekca 3a CIIMHOM ¢ IPOXOTOM 3aTBOPWJIACH, U B KOPUAOPE BO3HUKIIA
OYeHb BbICOKasI pacTpernaHHasl XXeHIIIMHA, MoKa3aBIIasicsl eMy CMyTHO 3Ha-
KOMOW.

— Bbl KT0? — M3nmaneka crpocuia oHa y Anekca. — Bpau? I[IpoxonuTe!
[la ObIcTpee, YTO BBl BO3UTECH!..

Y Hee 3a CITMHOI KTO-TO 3alllesiCs B XpUTUIOM Kalllle, XeHIIWHA MPo-
najia u3 ra3. AJleKC HU4ero He MOHSLI.

— He Hamo HMKakoro Bpaya! — MpoKalIsau u3 KoMHaTel. — Hy, 51 Xe
MpPOCH... IpocuJal

— Jlexxu u monmun! Caiua, nepxu ce!

Mangam MutpodaHoBa cujena Ha y3KOM JUMBaHUYMKE, CUIIbHO HAKJIO-
HUBIIMCH Briepen. OKHO ObLI0 pacraxHyTo, KoJbIxajlach OeJias Topa, OT-
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KpbIBasg YepHUJIbHYIO VIIMUHYIO OCEHHIOIO MTJTY. PacTepssHHBIN AJleKcaHap
CrpelrHeB coBaj eil Ko pTy cTakaH, a MuTpodaHoBa MoTajia rojioBOi,
MOPIIWIACH U TIBITAJach OTONBUHYThCS. [ToBCIomy pa3dpocaHbl KaKUe-TO
MakeTbl U CBEPTKHM, a Ha CTyJIe IOYEMY-TO OOKOM MPUTKHYJIACh KOP3MHA.

— 3apacte, — xmypo nosgoposajics CTpelIHeB U OTBEPHYJICS.

— 3a... 3a... 3aueM BbI?.. KTO... Bac... — MutpodaHoBa OnsITh 3aKalll-
JIslIach M 3aMOTaJla roJIOBOM.

— MeHsg HUKTO, — cKasayn Ajiekc, nmomeuiuB. — S mpuexan ¢ BaMu
MOrOBOPUTh. Sl He 3HaJI, YTO Bbl OOJIbHBI.

— Omna He 60JibHA! — 3arpoxoTajia u3fajaeKa JaBelIHsIsI CMyTHO 3HAKO-
Masi XeHiuHa. — ITpocTo ee ayliwiIu, 1 Ternepb OHa TOBOPUT HE TaK YTOO
oudeHb!.. [la UTO 3K TaKoe MPOMCXOIUT, rOCIoau 00ke Thl MOii!

OHa BBICKOYMJIA M3 KYXHU, Mellas JIOKEYKON B OYepeTHOM CTaKaHe
ouepenHylo 6eclBETHYI0 XuaKocTb. M yctaBuiach Ha Ajekca.

— BbI kTO?!

OH B3IOXHYJ U 3aBEJ:

— Mens 3oByT Anekcannp Illan-T'upeii, g pabotalo...

— BroI Bpau?!

— 4 Xe mpocuia He BbI3bL... 3bl... 3bIBaTh HUKAKUX Bpaueit!.. — Mpo-
Kanuisuia MurpodaHoBa.

— Jla s HUKOTO W He BbI3bIBaja, OH caM Brepcsi! Ha, Beinei tenepb
BOT 3TO!

— 41 He mory. I He Mory rI0TaTh.

— Tak, Bce!.. 51 3BoHI0 B «CKOpYIO»!

— He... He... Ha... na...

— Hapa! — oruekanuia xeHmuHa. — B «Cxkopyio» 1 B MUJIUIIUIO!

— Pacckaxurte MHe, — HErpoMKO TOMNPOCUJT AJIEKC CTPEUIHEBCKYIO
cnuHy. — Yo cayuuiiocs?

CnuHa caenana o6opot, CTpelllHeB MISTHYJ Ha Hero, IJIOTHYJI U3 CTaKaHa,
KOTOPBI JEpKal B pyKe, U CMOPIIUJICS.

— Exkarepuny I[letpoBHy, — OH moa0OpoaKOM yKaszaa Ha Mutpoda-
HOBY, KOTOpasl KOpYmjiach Ha AMBaHE, CJIOBHO YTOYHWJI, YTO UMEHHO 3Ty
Exarepuny IletpoBHy, — KTO-TO mbiTancs... Hy, B o011eM, Ha Hee HaIaau
U 4yTb He yOusu. Mbl nipuexaiu, A1Bepb OTKPbITa, OHA Ha MoJjly. Mbl ee
MOJHSUIU Y MIEPEHECIU CIofa.

— Mamhs1, He 3BOHU HUKY/Aa, — BeIroBopuia MutpodaHoBa TAKUM T0JIO-
COM, KakK OyATO HarioTajxach MamupoCHOM OyMaru, — ThI YTO, HE ITIOHUMa-
€lllb, YTO 3TOTO HEeJIb3sl AeaaTh?!
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AJieKc TofiolleN U MpuUces Teped Heil Ha KopTouku. JIoO y Hee ObLT
OYeHb OeJblii 1 OJiecTeN OT UCIapyHbI, MO IJ1a3aMu YepHOTa, Ha IleKax
JINXOpaJoYyHbIe TMSITHA U OeJible TUIEHKM Ha rybax.

— CkaxuTe XOTb BhI eii. — MuTtpodaHoBa 00113HyJ1a ryobl. — CKaxuTe,
yTOo Helb3sd. AHHa MocudoBHa He TIepeXUBeT.

Ha m1ee y Hee ObLT IJIMHHBIN U y3KWi1 pyOell, OTHEHHBIN, TOJIBIXaIOIIMA.

Jymmnmn? MutpodaHoBY NbITANIUCh 3anyiinTh?! BoT ToabKo 4To?!
CosceM HenmaBHO?! [Toka oH GpOAMI TIO YIUIIAM, TTOTEPSIB B COOCTBEHHOM
KapMaHe OyMaxKy c ee ampecom?!

— He 3BoHUTE HUKY/Na, — BeJie] OH TPOMOIIACHON XXEHIIIMHE, KOTOpast
HaCTBIPHO TIOKaJla KHOMKU TeJiehoHa, M OHA BO33pUJIaCh HA HETO C U3YM-
nenueM. — ITomorute MHe! ['ne kyxHs?..

OH TomHSIICS, 3aKPbIJT OKHO 1 B3s1 y CTpelrHeBa CTakaH.

— BrI OyneTe 310 HonuBaTh?

ToT nokavaii roJI0BOM.

— Her, s He noHsa, MoyeMy He 3BOHUTb-TO?! — CITpocuJia XEeHIIMHA.

— 4 Bam ceiiuac Bce OOBSICHIO.

TlonrankuBasi ee BIeped, OY€Hb HEJIOBKO, AJIEKC BBIIIE] Ha KyXHIO
M TIPUKPBLI 32 COOOI IBEPb.

— MHe HyXeH Mel, TMMOH 1 Bucku. M vait, iydiiie Bcero kakoi-HuOyIb
TpaBsiHOI. BbI He 3HaeTe, Tae yaii?

— BbI kTO?!

AJsiekc 3a0pai U ee CTakaH M aKKypaTHO BbUIMJI COAEPXUMOE 000X
B PAaKOBMHY.

— MeHs 30ByT AsieKc, s paboTaro B U31aTeIbCTBE «AJipaBUT» BOT yXe...
HECKOJIbKO HEeN. — OH OTKPBIBAI U 3aKPbIBaJl CTBOPKY CTApUMHHOTIO OydeTa,
CaMOJOBOJIbHO BHITISITUBILIETO TTOTEMHEBIIIEe OT BpeMeH! Mmy30. — A Bac?

— Her, a oTkyna BbI B3stuch-T0 3nech?! Mnu Bam MutpogaHoBa Toxe
no3BoHuna?!

AJiexc Hallea KOpoOKy € YaeM M Ternepb pbUICs B MOKMCKaX Meaa.

— A BaM OHa IMo3BoHMJIa?

— Her, s1 cama! — ¢ BbI30BOM CKa3zajia XXeHIIMHA U TPSIXHYJIa TOJIOBOM. —
ITo3Bonuna! M ona nmomnpocuna npuexats! Yero Bol ycTaBUIMCh-TO?! DTO
PUC, BBI UTO, HE BUIUTE?

— MHe HyXeH Me/I.

— B xonoauibHUKe Men!

OHa TIpoIiIa MUMO, OYeHb BBICOKAsi, HAMHOTO BBIIIIE €70, — B Oy(deTe
3aIpOXKaJIv U 3ameiv 00Kajibl Ha BBICOKMX I00MIeHHBIX HOXKAX, — pacriax-
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HyJIa KaKyl0-TO PEe3HYIO ABEPILY, 3a KOTOPOil — 0 4ymo! — oKa3zaJics X0JIo-
nunbHUK. OHa IMojaia eMy MaJlloOCEHBKYIO YBECUCTYIO OAHOUKY U ChEXKUB-
IIWICST TO JIM OT BPEMEHM, TO JIM OT XOJI0Ja JTUMOH.

— Yero BHI emie npocwin? Bucku, 4yro b, Bam?

AJekc KMBHYJI, 3aBapuBast yaii. OHa moxaja Ijie4aMu, Kyaa-To BhIIIa
U BEpHYJIach C OYTHLIKOM.

OH Haua B OOJMBIIYIO KPYKKY BUCKU, JOBOJBHO MHOTO, BbIXKaJI MOJIO-
BUHKY JIUMOHA U JIOXXKOM, O4eHb aKKYPaTHO, CTaJl HAKJIaJbIBaTh MEJI.

— Yro0 31€Ch CTpSICIOCh? — CIPOCUII OH, HE IOBOPAUYMBAsICh.

— 41 TonKOM He MoHsIa, — THUXO CKaszaja XeHInnHa. — Mul ¢ Caleit
npuexanu. Karsg eMy mo3BoHuIa U ObUla B OYEHb IIOXOM HACTPOCHUM.
CeronHs B M31aTeJIbCTBE BBIIIA Y>KACHO HEKpacuBasl ClieHa, s Jaxe He
oxupnana!.. Bonons beperoBoii 1rymen, 1 Kak-To O4eHb... — OHA ITOMCKaja
CJI0BO, — O4YeHb cTpairHo. Kats ero yBoauiia, 1 OH KpU4all YTO-TO yXKac-
Hoe! A cJIbIIIa Bce, IIOHNMaeTe?

— I[Nonumaro, — cornacuiicst Anekc. OH HaJMBa B KPYXKKY 4aii, cocpe-
JMIOTOYEHHO TJISIASL B CAMYIO CEpeIMHY YaliHON BOPOHKM.

— 41 no3BoHMNa eii, a oHa Caiie. MbI Tipuexaiu...

— Bwmecte?

— A?.. Het, cHauana s, moToM OH noabexay. Mbl Ha yJulie BCTPETUIINCE.
Iogusnucs clona, a KaTst Ha mosty ¥ mouTu 6e3 CO3HAHUS.

— Iloutu unm 6e3 cozHaHuUs?

— Hy, xakoe-To BpeMsi oHa ToOuHO Obli1a 6e3 co3HaHus!.. Ho Korma mbl
BOIIIJIA, OHA y3Ke TIpuIia B cebs. Cumenia Ha IOy M Kaluisiia.

— Kaxk BbI Bonuin? OHa BaM OTKpbiia?

— Her, — 0OpIcTpO cKa3asa xXeHuluHa. — JIBepb Oblila He 3arepTa.

— D710 Bala cymka?

— Yro?!

AJleKC TTIOBEPHYJICS C KPYKKOM B pyKe.

— Bor s1a. Bama?

Ha crone, HaKpBITOM K 4alo, MPSIMO MOCEPEINHE, CTOST JAMCKUIA pUIM-
K10Jib. OH CTOSIT KAK-TO HEJIOBKO, TaK YTO OJII0/1IE ITOKOCUJIOCH U CheXaBIliasi
yalllKa Jiexaia Ha OOKYy.

— Her, sto Karuna! A uro?!

— Kak Bac 30ByT?

— Mamns, yept Bo3bMu! — BIPYr B30pBajiach XEHIIMHA W 3amyCcTuia
MSITEPHIO B CBOIO U 0€3 TOr0 pacCTPOMBIIYIOCS ITpuuecKy. — UTo BhI Bce
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BeIcTipainBaete? Most cymka, He Mosi! Kto mpuexai, kyna npuexan!.. Hano
B MUJIMLIMIO 3BOHUTH, a BBI!..

— Tuxo-Tuxo-THx0, — OBICTPO Mepedusl ee AJeKC, U OHA OMNAITh YCTa-
BWJIACh Ha HETro ¢ U3ymyieHHWeM. — B BallleM M3maTesbCcTBe MPOUCXOIST
cTpaHHbIe COOBITUSI. OTHO 3a APYrUM. MUIULIKS TYT HUKAK HE TTIOMOXET,
a peryTaiuio Ha CaMOM JieJie MOXKHO TOTepsITh HaBceraa, MoHuMaeTe?

OHa KuBHYJa, pa3misiAbIBasl ero.

— Hackonbko s 3Ha10, AHHa MocudoBHA HUKOrIa He IIPUBJIEKAET K CBO-
MM JieJIaM... IOCTOpOoHHUX. M31aTenbcKuii Myup yCTpOeH CBoeoOpa3HO, — OH
YJIBIOHYJICS B €€ pacTepsiHHbIE IJ1a3a. — ABTOPBI TOJKHBI 1OBEPSTh M31a-
TeJ10, UHaYe OHU MTOHECYT CBOU OeCCMEPTHbBIE MPOU3BEICHNSI KOHKYPEHTaM.

— O, na! — kuBHyJ1a MaHs, Kak eMy 110Ka3ajoch, C yIOBOJbCTBUEM. —
DTO TOYHO.

— 4 He Aymalo, 4TO M3AATENbCTBO, TAe yOMBaIOT pabouyux W AyliaT
HavyaJIbHUKOB, MOXET y KOTO-TO BbI3BaTh CUMIIATUIO 1 JOBEPUE.

— 4 Bac oTKyna-To 3Hato, — 00bsiBUJIa OHA. — W 3TO 3aHSITHO, YTO BBI
00BsICHSIETe MHE, KaK YCTPOEH M3aateabckuii Mmup! Bel mucatens?

— Her.

— Torna, cTtajio OLITh, M30ATEb.

AJieKc moxas rje4yaMy U BbILIEN.

Mans nocuzena, pa3ayMbiBasi, U BbIIIUIA CJEAOM 32 HUM.

MuTtpodaHoBa, JepXa KpPyXKYy 00eMMU pyKaMu, KPOXOTHBIMH TJIOT-
KaM¥ uJjia HeBUIAHHBIN yait. CTpelrHeB coOMpat ¢ 1moja pacKaTHUBIINECS
CBepTKU. MaH$ ToXe Moao0pajia OnvH.

«Konbaca «Canamu MuiaHcKasi» — ObIJIO HAITMCAHO HA LICHHUKE, M OHA
BIpPYT TMoAyMaJia, YTo OHU ¢ MuTpodaHoBOii coOMpaIrMch MUPOBaTh. YTe-
LIaTh OPYT Apyra B CBOMX HECUACThsIX, 3ae1aTh MX KOJIOACOU ¢ KIIyOHUKOI
1 3alMBaTh aMIaHCKUM.

Kakue tam HecyacTbs!..

CTpaHHBII TUM BO3WJICA B KOPUIOPE, KaXKeTCs, TToI3a 1o rnojay. MaHe
ObLTIO BUIHO €ro CIIUHY U 3aApaBIIUIiCcS Hal pEMHEM JKMHCOB CBUTED.

— DT0 KTO Takoii? — 11enoToM crpocuia oHa y CtpenrHeBa. — OTkyna
OH B3s1Cs?!

— Ha mecto BecenoBckoro B3suin. — CTpelirHeB NOKOCUICs Ha MuUTpo-
(aHoBy. — KT0, OTKY#a, HU4Ero He U3BECTHO.

— 4 npoiiy npoleHusi, — cKasaj TUIl, BHE3alTHO BOZHUMKHYB Ha IO-
pore. — Tam crosat Tydau. OueHb rpsi3HEIE.
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— 9710 Mou! — TPOMKO cKa3zaja MaHsl, KOTOpOI CTaIo HEJIOBKO. — Y Hac
ceronHs ripocto AeHb YIT! MeHs yyTh MaliuHa He 3agaBuial

MuTtpodaHoBa 3aluiach B Kalllle, paciuieckaia 4yaii, 1 CTpeliHeB no-
CMOTpeJT YKOPHU3HEHHO.

— Jla HukTO Tebs He maBui! [IpocTo KaKoOil-TO IKUTUT HajleTeNl, Kak
pa3 Kkorja Mbl K 1oMy noaxoauau. Ero 3aHeciio, Maiiia ucnyrajiach U OKa-
3aJlach Ha KJIyMoe.

AJeKc BOPYT BCIIOMHWMJI MAaIllMHY, TIEPETOPOAMBIIYIO TUXUU ITBOPUK,
W YeJIOBEKA B HEW.

— 4 ceiiuac, — npob6opmotan oH. — Ceiiyac...

OH BBICKOUMJT HA JIECTHUILY ¥ CKaTUJICS KyDapeM BHU3, TT03a0bIB PO JIUQT.

Betep puHyJcs HaBcTpedy, pacKuaal BOJIOChl, HEMEMJIEHHO 3aJIeNUBIIINE
1asza. AJIeKC 3aMOTaJl TOJIOBOMA.

Hukakoit MalimHbl, KOHEYHO Xe, He ObLIO BO3J/ie MOabe3a.

Tonbko Bpajieke Mo OCBEIIEHHOMY KBaapaTy MOKPOTo acdaibTa He-
CIeIHO npobexaia 0oblas yepHasi cobaka. 3aMepiia Ha MUT, TIOBEPHYB
TOJIOBY B €r0 CTOPOHY, U Mpornaja ¢ rias.

BbeperoBoii oTKpbLT 3aAHULIEH IBEPD B MajlaTy — PyKU ObLIM 3aHSIThHI, —
COCTPOMJI PaJIOCTHO-00APO-YTEIUTEIbHOE IO, TIOBEPHYJICS 1 3aTOBOPUIT
C X0y OY€Hb TPOMKO U OY€Hb (PaJIbIIUBO:

— Mawm, nipuBeT, Hy, Kak ThI? I TeOe 3BOHWII, 3BOHWJ, a Thl TPYOKY He
oepemnb! Tol uyTo TYT? 3arynsna?..

— Bouoas, celHOUEK, 3aueM Xe Thl Ipuexan? Takue MpoOKu, Leablii
JIEHb 110 TEJIEBU30pY MOKa3bIBalOT! Ykac, 4To TBOpUTCS!

beperoBoii akKypaTHO MPUCTPOMJI TMaKeThl Ha CTyJd. B ogHOM ObLIO
YuCcTOE OeJibe, a B IPYTOM TepMOC C OyJbOHOM, MapOBHLIe KOTJIEThI, Ha/l
KOTOPBIMM OH BuU€pa CTpajall mojsevyepa, KHUXKKU U TIUcKU. [TpuyduTs MmaTh
CMOTPETb KMHO ¢ (hJICILIKH Y HETO MOKa HUKAK He MOoy4aaoch, TPUXOANUIOCH
BaJIaHIATbCS C AUCKAMU.

OH BBITAIIWI U3 TAaKeTa TePMOC, BOAPY3UJ €ro Ha CTOJ U OOBSIBUI
MaTepu, YTO OHA OYEHb XOPOIIIO BBITJISIAUT.

— Hy, KoHeuyHo, — cormacuiach Ta rpycTHo. — Bosoab, Thl Obl Bce-
TaKyd MO3BOHWJI CHauaja, a yX MotoM exaj! MHe HUYero He HYXXKHO, ThI
3aHMMalicsi CBOMMU JieJlaMM, 3aiika!..

3aiika TpuILaTH JIeT OT POLY U METp AEBSIHOCTO POCTOM HarHyJjcs
M CMavyHO I01IeJI0Bajl MaTh B HOC. OHa yJabIOHY/IACh €My PagOCTHOM IeB-
Yaybeil yIIbIOKOI.

88



C HEBEC HA 3EMJIIO

— 4 v TaK OTABIXa0 B 3TOM OOJBbHMIIE, KAK HUKOTAA B JKU3HU HE OT/IbI-
xana!.. M neyaT, u yxaxXuBaioT, U MMOJaI0T-youpaloT.

— CKopo TBOSI KypOpTHasl XKU3Hb 3aKOHYUTCS U TIPUAETCS TOMOI BO3-
Bpaiarbes!.. Tak 4To Thl paccaadisiiAcs moka.

— Jla 9 ¥ Tak... Ha BCIO KATYWIKY. Thl e BUIUIID.

beperoBoii Bce BUIEN.

Martsb xynena u 61enHena neHb oTo AHs. Onepaiys, MasuyuBlIas Ha
TOPU30HTE YKe TTOUYTH MEeCSIII, BCE OTKJIAAbIBAIIACH M OTKJIAAbIBAIACh, U OHU
00a He MoOHMMaJIX TToueMy. MaTb o4eHb 00s11aCh, M30 BCEX CUJI CKpbIBaJIa
CcTpax, HO ChIH 3HaJl 3TO TaK XOPOILO, KaK OyATO OHa K KaXIOMY CJIOBY
npubasJsiia «0010Ch, 0010Ch, 0010Ch»! OHU TOBOPUJIY IPYT NPYTY HUYETO He
3Hayvallylo epyHay, HaTy>KHO IIYTUJIU, PACCKa3bIBAJIM MOCIEAHNE HOBOCTU
W3 TeJIeBU30pa, U BO BCEM 3TOM OBLIO OMHO — €€ 00JIe3Hb U CTpax.

Bpauu Huyero He 0OBSCHSIM TOJIKOM, 1 Ha Bce NpuctaBaHus bepero-
BOT'O CTpOTuii 3aBenyomuit otaeneHneM Hukomait KapioBuy Tosbko comen
W LIEeBeJUJT OpoBSIMU. A OHAXIbl pacillyMesicsl U BbirHa1 Brnaaumupa 3a
JIBEpb — YTO BbI BCE XONUTE, pabOTaTh MelllaeTe, KOraa Haao, TOraa U clie-
JlaeM orfepallnio, U BOOOIIe 51 BaM HUYero He ooerai!..

Pa3 «<Huyero He obelan», 3HaYMT, 1€J10 TUI0XO0, BOT KaK IMOHSUI 3aBeAy0-
miero beperosoit. 3HaUUT, HaIEKIbI TOUTH HET. Y BITOJTHE MOXET CTAaThCs,
YTO omepalii HUKAaKOi He OyleT BOBCe, MaTh BEPHETCSI JOMOM, ... H...

Janbliie oH gymath He Mor. Kak OyaTo ABepb 3aKpbIBajlaCh — Jajibllle
HeJb34.

— Mam, cMOTpH, BOT TYT KOTJEThI, TOJbKO MX Haao morpetb. — OH
3arOBOPUJI OITSITH OUYEHBb OBICTPO U IpoMKo. — f peuenT y Baiinsg nepe-
nep, «Pycckast KyxHst B uarnanum», oaeck! S maxe Jyk Ha Tepke Tep! Ha
Menkoii! Thl 3Haelllb, YTO MOJIyYaeTcs U3 JIyKa, eCJId TepeTh ero Ha Tepke?..

Marb cMOTpesia Ha HEro ¢ TPYCTHOM YJIbIOKOIA.

— M3 Hero nonyuaercs nyxka! Camast HaTypayibHas yxa. M BooG1iie ero
Hajo TepeTh B mpotuBorase. Ho s cipaBuiics! A moTom elie 6eKu B30UBa,
a M3 XKeNTKOB cebe SIMYHMILY MOAXKAPUII, TOJBKO OHA BbIILIA CTpaHHas.

— Bosonp, yTo ciyyunoch? — nepebusa ero Math.

— A uto Takoe? — ynuBuiics beperosoii, Kak eMy IoKa3ajloch, OYEHb
HaTypajibHO. — B KakoM cMbIciie Caydnnoch?

— ¥V 1ebs Bce B mopsiake?

OH 1o OTHOMY BBIY>KMBaJI U3 MaKeTa TUCKU B LIeJUTO(DaHOBBIX TAKeTUKAX
¥ CKJIambIBaj Opyr Ha npyra. CHavayia JOJITO KOITaeTcs B MakKeTe, TTOTOM
BBIYIUT, TIOJIOXKUT Y MOCMOTPUT!..
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— Y MeHS# Bce UylIeCHO, — YBEPHJI OH, BHITAILIMB MMOcaenHuii. — S ycran
YEero-To.

— Bot u He e3nu ObI!

— A KOTJIeTHI?..

— CamM Obl 1 en!

«Cam» OH HUYETO He eJ1 — OTHOMY eMy ObL10 HerHTepecHO. OH naxe cbip
JIeHUJICsl cebe oTpe3aTh, Kycall OT LIeJIOro KycKa, 3aeaai 6aTOHOM U 3axJie-
ObIBaJl OCTBHIBIIMM YaeM, U BCE ObLJIO HEBKYCHOE, MTPECHOE, XKECTKOE, Kak
KapTOH.

Bces xusHb Branumupa beperosoro ¢ Tex mop, kak 3adoJjiesia MaTh, cTaia
MOX0Xa Ha KapTOH.

U emie MutpodaHoBa BeITHajIa €ro ¢ paboThI.

...MeHs BeITHaIM ¢ paboThI, MpeacTapiselib, Mama?! MeHst HUKorna
paHbllie He BBITOHSIIN, 1A ellle MyOIMYHO, 1a ellle TaK YHU3UTEeIbHO! S Obu1
K 9TOMY He TroToB. HeT, B TpyOHOCTSIX 3aKaysieTCcsl XapaKTep, 9TO BCAKUI
MOHMMAET, HO BIPYT XapakTep TaK U HEe 3aKaJIUTCS, a JEHbIM KOHYATCS
coBceM?! Uto MbI ¢ TOOOI cTaHeM nenaTh, Mama?! Kak st 6yny Te6st criacathb?!
W mHe ctpaiHo. S coBceM 00bI0I MaJIbYMK, HO €C/id OBl Thl 3HaJla, MaMa,
KaK MHe cTpallHo!.. 5l coBceM onuH.

— Tebe ObI B OTIYCK, — CKa3ajila MaTh, paccMaTpuBasi ero. — Moxer,
XOTb JeHbKa Ha Tpu cbhe3nui Obl, Bononsi? BoH xotk B 3aBumoBo! ThI ke
JIIOOUILIb PEUKY...

— Kakas peuka! — BockiukHyn beperoBoii, onsiTb 0O4eHb «HATYypasib-
Ho». — Hos16pb Mecsitt Ha iBope! CKopo cHer noiineT. BoT Thl monpaBuIbCs,
BMECTE TOTIIA ChE3IUM.

— Hy na, — TyT Xe cortacunach Matb. — KoHeuHo.

OHU MToMoJTYaii, AymMasi 06 OTHOM U TOM e — KaK UM CTPAIIHO U He
BEPUTCSI B TO, YTO MOXKET BEPHYTbCS MPEXHsIsI MpeKpacHasl 6e33a00THas
JKM3Hb C BBIXOAHBIMU B 3aBUIOBE, IETEKTUBOM IO BeUepaM, YaeM C YeM-
HUOYIb «BKYCHBIM» 13 JIIOOMMOM KPYXKU M MOE3IKaMHU 10 Mara3uHam —
beperoBoii HeHaBUIEN 9TU MOE30KHU!

CrpaHHas 1Tyka. PaHbliie eMy Ka3anoch, YTO XKMBET OH TPYIHO, TOpa3ao
TpyIHee, YeM BCE OCTaJIbHbIE JIIO/IN, Y TOJbKO HEIABHO OH TMOHSLI, KaK JIETKO
1 BECEJIO eMY XWIOCh Ha CaMOM JieJie!..

— Mawm, 51 He 3aBTpa npueny, a Mocjae3aBTpa...

— WM nmocne3aBTpa He B3ayMail! MHe Hu4ero He Hy>KHo! 3a Oy/1bOH cra-
cubo u 3a Baitng Toxe, B CMBICIIE KOTJIET, HO 3[eCh MPEKPACHO KOPMSIT,
Kak B pectopaHe!
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— SlcHBbIT X000T.

— Bonons!

— Hy, 3T0 mpocTO Takoe BhIpaXKeHNEe, MaM.

— IlpuBe3u MHe 1eTeKTUBOB, — Iompocuia oHa. — Bot [TokpoBckas
MmHe HpaButcs! Ee TBoe u3naTenbCcTBO U3aer, na?

beperoBoii 4yTh He 3aBbLJ.

— YMHBIX KHUT He BO3M, TaM ofHa Tocka! A IToKpoBcKy0 MOXHO. Y Hee
npo J1000Bb Xopoulo nojaydaercs. M nmpo youiictBa!l — OHa 3acMmesiiach. —
A npoliyo HOYb 3aCHYTh He MoOrIJIa, Bce uuTana. M Benb HMKaK He OTO-
pBelbcs!

beperoBoii nmornanui ee Mo rojloBe, Kak HEXXHbI pOAUTENb, M OHA TIOoIILIa
ero npoBoxaTb. BHU3 OH ee He MyCTWJI, TOJbKO A0 JudTa, U MOTOM BCe
BCITIOMMHAJI, KaK OHa 3acMeslyIach M TTOMPOCUJIa IeTEKTUBOB!

OH BbILIEN Ha YJIUILY, BIOXHYJI ChIPOM, MOPO3HBII BO3MYX W TOIHSII
BOPOTHUK KYpTKU. BbIJI0 BETpeHO, chinaya Kpyna, U Ty4a, CBUHIIOBasI, TSKe-
Jlasi, HaBucasa Haja OOJIbHULIEH U JaTbHUM JIeCOM. 3a BOPOTHUK BCE PABHO
Momnanaano, Ha Iliee Tasiu JelsHble KPYITUHKU, U OH OexXall Bce ObIcTpee.

3aueMm oH 6exuT?.. ToponuThes Bce paBHO HeKyna. EquHCTBEeHHOE cero-
JHSIIHee IeJ10 — 3aexaThb K MaTepu — yxke 3aBepileHo. U masbiie uro?..

Beperosoii mouty qobdekan 10 MalIMHBI, HAIIYTaa B KApMaHe KIIIOUH,
W TYT €ro OKJIMKHYJIN:

— Moonoii yenosek!

OH omIsIHyJCS, MPULLYPUJICS, HUYETO He TOHsI. CMaxHyl ¢ pecHUIL
CHEXUHKU U MOPTHYII.

K Hemy HeToporuiiBo npubsuxanace MapuHa [TokpoBckasi — Ta camasi,
YTO «XOPOIIO» MUcajia Mpo JIIOOOBb M «CTpalIHO» Mpo youiictBa. Hukak
HE OTOPBEIIbCA!..

— Bb1 Bnagumup, na?..

— Jla, — mpoOOpMOTaJI OH C HEKOTOPBIM COMHEHHMEM, pacCMaTpUBasi ee.

B uznatenbcTBe OHU BCTpeyanuch oueHb penko. [TokpoBckasi mocemana
HCKITIIOUMTEIbHO «0a0KUH TepeM», TISITHIA 3Tax, Tae napuia AnHa Mocu-
(oBHa, a OoH Bce OoJibllie TOpUasl y cebs B KabuHeTuke. Heckonabko pa3
BOJUTENb MTPUBO3UJ K HEMY B OTZAEJ €€ HOYTOYK C KOPOTEHbKUMMU 3aIUCOY-
KaMM, BpOJE «4epe3 TpU MUHYTHI MOCJIe 3aMycKa yXOIUT B YepHOE MoJie»
WITA «BUCHET Cpasy Mocjie COXpaHeHMs». beperoBoii BITpaBJIsiil HOYTY MO3TH
¥ BO3BpalliaJl BOOUTENIO — C «CaMOii» He pa3roBapyuBajl HU pasy.

B nocneaHwuii pa3 oH Buaen ee B «Yuan» — B TOT camblii TaiKuil 1eHb
ero xu3Hu!.. BcmoMHUB, KaKk UMeHHO Bce ObL10, beperoBoit Tsxkeno no-
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KpacHel, 0 J10a, 10 KOpHe#l BOJIOC, U Iee, Ha KOTOPYIO CHIMMAJICS CHET,
MOMEHTAJIbHO CTaJIO XapKo.

— 4 He xouy!

— Yero He xotute? — yauBuiach I[TokpoBckasi.

...Huuero He xouy! BcrioMuHaTh He xouy. 3aHOBO MEPEXUBaTh YHUXE-
Hue. BeIrsiaeT 1mMoToM uiu OyiitHomoMellaHHbIM. PasroBapuBath ¢ BaMU
He xouy Toxe. [ToueMy s1 ckazai aTo BCiyx?..

— Bmagumup, — Havama nucaTenbHULa [ToKpoBCcKast MPOHUKHOBEHHO
M TaK XXe MPOHMKHOBEHHO B3sj1a €ro noj pyky. OH ycTaBWJICS Ha ee Iep-
YyaTKy Ha pyKaBe ero COOCTBEHHOI KypPTKU. — YAeJUTe MHE HECKOJIbKO
MUHYT. MHe Obl XOTEJIOCh...

Bapyr co cTopoHbl aBTOOYCHOI OCTaHOBKH, HA KOTOPO TONMUJICS Ha-
PO, XKaJics OT CHera IO Y3KYI0 KpBIITy, HabexKajla KaKas-TO TeTKa B IJTUH-
HoMm nanbTo. Illanka che3xana eit Ha r1a3a, M OHa TO U JIeJ10 HeTepIeanBO
3aaupaia ee.

— Oi1, 3opacre, Bol MapuHa [lokpoBckasi? f Bac cpasy y3Hazna! A Bbl
Kak 31ech? Mnu y Bac TyT aexxut kto?.. MoxHo MHe aBrorpacd? Oii, MBI Bce,
Bce Bac yutaem! Ha paboTe 1eBOUKM TOJBKO U XKIYT, KOTAA HOBask KHUXKA
nosiButcs!.. Tonbko Bbl 60bHO goiro nuinete! Eciau s pacckaxy, 4To Bac
BUJIEJIa, HUKTO HE TTOBEpUT!

IToka pazdoupanuch ¢ GyMaxxkaMu U pydykaMud — «OW, a Y BacC €CTh UeM
HaIMcath, a TO y MeHs HeueM!» — beperoBoii npuiiesn B ceos.

IMucarenvsauia [MokpoBckasi cusiia yablOKoO#, KMBaia, obelaia, 4To
BCKOpE BBIMIET HOBBIII MHTEPECHBbI pOMaH, MepenaBajia MPUBETHI BCEM,
BCEM «IIeBOYKaM Ha paboTe, KOTOPBIE ee YUTAIOT», U HEMENJICHHO corja-
cusach «coTorpadpoBaThCsl BMECTe Ha TeaedOH».

Hapon Ha ocTaHOBKE CMOTpEJT BO BCe IJiasa.

ITotom oHa cyHyna beperoBomy TeTKuH TenedoH — «coTorpadupyiite
Hac, Mmoxajyiicral> — BMecTe ¢ TeTKOM IT0CMOTpeJia, XOPOILLO JIM BHILLIO,
elle pa3 nepejaia BCEM MPUBETHI, B3sJla y HETO TesieoH, BEpHYJIa cYacT-
JIUBOW Biajesulle U KaK-TO MOMEHTaJIbHO 3abpajach B €ro MallvHy.

BeperoBoii 3arnsiHy1 — W BIPSIMb CUIAT!..

OT OCTaHOBKM MOTSHYJMCH ellle Kakue-To Jioau, u [TokpoBckasi cko-
MaHIOBaJla TUXO M PEIIUTENIbHO:

— brictpo! Cangutech, 1 noenem!..

Beperosoii cen 3a pyJib, 1 OHU TTOEXaJMU.

— Hwuero ctpaiitHoro, koHeuHo. [TpocTo npuiuioch Obl aBTOrpadkl eiie
yac paslaBath, a s 3aMep3Jia, IoKa Bac noxuaanack. — OHa OrJIsiHy/1ach Ha
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OCTaHOBKY, pa3MoTaiia mapg u B3goxHyna. — S BooOI1le-To TaKk HUKOraa
He JieJialo, HO CETOAHSI XOJIOAHO OYEHb.

— XosiogHo, — coraacuics Baagumup beperosoii.

— A KTO y Bac B 3Toii 6oJibHULIE?

— Mawma.

— WN... gTo y Hee?

OH noxaJ rjaeyamu, U MpoaoJIKaTh pacCpochkl oHa He peruiaack. OH
TOXE HU O YeM He CMpalllMBajl — HUKaK HE MOT B3STb B TOJIK, YTO TPO-
HWCXOIIUT.

...Yto mpoucxomut-to?!

TTokpoBckast uckoca MmocMoTpeJia Ha HEro, U OH B3MJISIHYJI TOXe. Y Hee
ropeju ek — BUIHO, U BOpaBIy A0Jro mpodbuta Ha yiule. OT mapda,
KOTOpBII OHa iep:kajia Ha KOJICHSIX, TTaXJI0 TyXaMu, TPEBOKHO, BOJTHYIOIIIE.
Ha xopoTkux Bosiocax, MOCTPUKEHHBIX KaK-TO OECITOPSIAOYHO U HETIOHSIT-
HO, OyiecTeNn KamnejabKu BOIbl. JITMHHBIE HOTY B IIKMHCAX TIOYTH YIIMpPa-
JIUCh B TIaHeJIb, HO CKa3aTb, YTOOBI OHA OTOJABMHYJA Kpecio, beperopoii
He peluics.

A euie y Hee 0bu1 mopTdenb. He mamckast cymouka pasMepoM ¢ Jaaoli-
Ky, @ UMEHHO NMopTdeib, JOBOJbHO MOTACKAHHBIN, Ha IIUPOKOM JUIMHHOM
peMHe. OH eii Melllajl, 1 B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHA 3aCYHYJIa €r0 B Y3KYIO IIE/Tb
MEXIY CUIEHbEM U ABEPbIO. M B3MoXHY/a ¢ 00JerYeHUEM.

— Brnagumup, — Havana I[TokpoBcKas COBEpIIEHHO TEM € TOHOM,
YTO AaBeya Ha yauiie. — MHe HYXHO C BaMU MOTOBOPUTh. Y Bac €CTh
Bpems?

— CKOJIBKO YrofgHoO. A 4To ciayuuiioch? U Kak Bbl... MEHST HAIILIU?

OHa caMOIOBOJILHO YJIbIOHYJIACH.

— S1 Xe muury geTeKTUBbI, Bnanumup! Y Bac ecTh COTpYAHULIA IO UMEHU
Kanna?

BeperoBoii xMypo B3IJISIHYJI HAa Hee U YCTaBUJICS Ha 1opory. MeTesb Bce
YCUJIMBAJIACh, U €XaJl OH MeJIEHHO. byb ero BoJisi, OH ObI BOOOIIE OCTAHO-
Buics!.. OH HUYeTo He MMOHUMAJT, M Pa3roBapuBaTh He XeJlajl, U PelIUTEIbHO
OTKa3bIBaJICSI OCO3HABaTh, UTO 3HaMeHMTast MapuHa [TokpoBckasi, Kpaca
M TOPIOCTh U3IaTENbCTBA «AJI(aBUT», TIOOMMas ITICATEIbHULIA €TO MATEPH,
CUIUT ceityac psioM C HUM B €ro COOCTBEHHOIT MalnHe!..

...51 He xouy!..

— Tak Bort, 2Kanna. OnHa Bac oboxaeT, Bnagumup! I mo3poHuia Kk Bam
B OTJEJI ¥ CKa3ajia, YTO Y MEHSI OIISITh He paboTaeT KOMITbIOTED. A TIOYNHUTh
€ro MOXEeTe TOJIbKO Bbl, MO0 51 60JIblIIe HUKOMY, HUKOMY Ha CBETE HE MOTY
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IIOBEPUTDH CBOM OeclieHHbIe pykornucu! U s cripocuiia, Kak MHE Bac HaiiTH.
W oHu, KkoHeuHO, He cMorIu OT MeHs oTBepTeThest! Hy, To ecTh 2KaHHa He
cMoria. OHa claja MHe Bce Iapojid U siBku, Bmagumup! To ecTb MOOWIB-
HbIiA, TOMAITHWI, MAMUH U BCE UMEIOIIMECS B €€ PaCIIOPSKEHUU TeiehOoHbI!
U ckazaina, 4yTo Mo cpenaM Bbl YK ITOUYTH MECSII TTOCEIIaeTe TPUCTA IeBSIT-
HaALaTyo KJIMHUYECKYIO OOJBbHUILY U Ha pabOTy MPUE3KAETe HE PaHbIIIe
nBeHaauaTu. S mpousBena HEXUTPbIe BBIYUCIEHUS... — TYT OH IJISHYJI Ha
Hee BHUMATEJIbHO U C Moao3peHueM, Ho [TokpoBcKast Obliia COBEPILIEHHO
cepbe3Ha, — ...BbI3Bajia TaKCH, U BOT $ 31ech, Baanumup!

— IToyemy BbI Bce BpeMs Ha3biBaeTe MeHs Bnagumup?

— A pasBe Bbl [lerp? — ynuBunacek I1okpoBckasi.

Ha stot Bonpoc beperoBoit He cMOr HUYEro OTBETUThb, U HEKOTOPOE
BpeMs B MaIlIMHE 1TapWJIO MOTYaHUe.

CHer JjieTes1, U «IBOPHUKU» MOTAJIKUCH 1O JOOOBOMY CTEKITY.

— Cnymaiite, — BAPYT cKa3aja 3Be3/1a COBEPIICHHO OOLIYHBIM, HOP-
MaJIbHBbIM, YeJI0BEYECKMM rojiocoM. — f Bce moHumarw! Her, Ha caMmoMm
nene Bce! S BaM HeKcTaTH, U Mbl MIOUYTU HE3HAKOMBI, HO, eii-00ry, MHe
HY>XXHO C BaMU TTOTOBOPHTH!..

BbeperoBoii BcrioMHuU, uto OJibra U3 oTaesa pyccKoil mpo3bl TOXe IMo-
BTOpSJIA, YTO TOJDKHA C HUM IMOTOBOPUTH, a TIOTOM IoKa3ana ¢poTorpadun
TpyIna, KoTopble BbutoxXuia B UnTepHert!.. U ckaszana, 4To BO BceM BUHOBaTa
aTa cyka MutpodaHosa!..

— BuI 3HaeTe, yto Kario MurpogaHoBy NbITaauCh YOUTH?

— Jla magHo!..

— Jla He mamHo!..

beperosoii onsTh B3MISIHYI BHUMaTebHO. OHa ObliIa 0OYeHb Cepbe3Ha.
Haxe mokuBaia, MOATBepKAasi, — JAa, Ja, MBITAINCH!..

— B ee cobcrBeHHOI KBapTupe, Mexay rpounm! Kak pa3 B TOT neHb,
KOra Bac... Hy, KOTJla OHa Bac BBILIBBIpHYJIA, Kopoue! To ecTh pou3soliuia
BCSI 3Ta MeTpyIKa B «Hum», BBl MyOJIMYHO MTO00EIIaIN J0KA3aTh, YTO OHA
YyTb JIM HE YKOKOIIIMJIA TOTO TUIA, U BEUEPOM €€ IMbITATUCh 3aAyIIUTh!

— 41 He mbITasICS ee AyLINTD!

TToxpoBcKkasi HETEPMEIMBO B3bEPOIIUIA U O3 TOrO B3LEPOIIEHHbBIE
BOJIOCHI.

— Jla 51 1 He yTBepXK/alo, 4yTo MbliTaauch MMeHHO Bbl! Ho, cornacurecs,
MOTHUBBI Y Bac obutn! U ectb.

— Hnute. Bol. K ueptoBoii. Marepu, — 4eTKO 1 pa3faebHO BHITOBOPUIT
Bnagumup beperoBoit, chexasl Ha IPUCHITAHHYIO MOKPBIM CHETOM 000-
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YUHY ¥ TOPMO3HYJI TaK, 4yTo [ToKpoBcKasi MouTH TKHYJIach HOCOM B CBOU
TKUHCOBBIE KOJieHU. — BbiMeTaiiTech. S Bac majblie He TTOBe3Yy.

OHa oKpyTHJIa ToJIoBO#1 U (hbIpKHYJa. Kpyrom ObL1 Jiec, IycTast 1opora,
CHEXHasi KpyroBepTh.

— ¥V Bac ecthb curapetb?

— BriMmeTaliTech U3 MOei MallMHbI!

— Tiw!.. — ckazaya nucaTesbHULIA, KaK €My M0Ka3aJ0Ch, C HEKOTOPbIM
yBaxxeHneM. — Cama He molimy. BeiTackuBaiiTe Crion.

«/IBOpHUKM» CTy4Yajau, U CHET JIeTel.

— Yto BB 3HaeTe 00 youiictBe, Bononsa? C yero Bbl B3suii, 4TO MUTPO-
(¢aHoBa K HeMmy mpuyactHa?

OH Momuazn. EMy BOpyr npuliuia B roJoBY y>KacHasi MbICIb.

— A... Korza ee MbITAIMCh 3aayINTh?

— BeuepoM Toro xe HsI, KOTla OHa Bac BbINepJia.

— 970... TOYHO?

— AOGCOJTIOTHO.

...51 6b1 Bo3ie noma MutpodaHoBoii. TeM cambiM BeuepoM. S mipu-
e3xaJl, U ye3:xas, 1 CHOBAa BO3BpAIlIAJICS, M 1aKe HaIlyrajl KAKyl0-TO MapouKy
C MakeTaMu M Hejernoi Kop3uHkoiil.. SI mpuexasn, 4ToObl MokKa3aTh il Te
camble (otorpauu M 3aCTaBUTh €€ BO BCeM CO3HaThcs!.. S ObLT OueHb
30J1 Ha Hee. Sl mbITancs el 3BOHUTh, HO OHA He Toaxoauia K TeaedoHy!..
KoHeuHo, s yexan, gaxe B IIOAbE3 HE 3aXOAUJI, HO 5 Xe ObUI Tam!..

OO0 3TOM HUKTO HE JOJDKEH Y3HaTh. ZKEHIIMHA, KOTOpasi CUIUT PSIIOM
¢ HUM, — Bpar. OHa cuJIbHa U OIacHa.

Ero BbeirHanm ¢ paboThl MO COBEPILICHHO HEJIETbIM MpeaioroM. Tenepb
€ro MOTYT 3aCajJuTh 3a pelleTKy — npocTo Tak. [loToMy 4TO OHM CuibHEE,
OHM SIBHO YTO-TO CKpPBIBaIOT. IM Hy>XHa XXepTBa, U XKePTBOI Ha3HAYEH OH,
Bnanumup beperopoii.

OH OBl ¢ yIOBOJILCTBYEM 33yl 1 MuUuTpohaHoByY, U 3Ty, YTO CUAUT
psimom, Toxe!..

— JleBouka, pa3Be Tak MOXHO? — AHHa MocudoBHa CTpEeMUTEITHHO
MOJHSIaCh, MOAONUIA U ToNoxusia MuTpodaHoBoit Ha JIOO Y3KylO Mpo-
XJIaiHY10 pyKy. — Bpone 661 Temniepatypbl HeT. Ho Bce paBHO HY>KHO ObLIO
OCTaThCsl IOMA M KaK cleayeT oTaexarncs! Y Tebs xe coBceM rosioc nporan!

— Huuero, — MyXeCTBEHHBIM KOHTPaJIbTO, YEM-TO HAIIOMUHAIOLIUM
MoJMBaHOBCKOE, oTo3Baslach Katsi. — S u Tak nBa JAHS HE BbIXOIWJIA HA
paboty, a GOILHUYHOIO Y MEHSI HET.
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— AX, Kakue 1ynoctu! — oTMaxHyJiach IMpeKTpuca. — boJIbHUYHBIN!
Tebe Hy:XeH He OOJIbHUYHBIN, a KpeNKUit Yait ¢ MOJIOKOM, TETI0€ OfEsIIo
v Xopoliast KHkkKa! f ceifuac pacnopstKychb, U TeOsl OTBE3YT JOMOIA.

— He crout, AuHa MocudosHa! — B3monuiace Karst. — 4 Bac nporiry!
$1 HopMaJIbHO cebsl YYBCTBYIO, HE HAJ0 MEHSI TOMOii!

Eii He xoTenoch nomoit — eiiie Ob1!.. TaM OBLIO CTpPAIIHO, XOJIOMHO U BCE
elle MaxJio JeKapcTBOM — Tak eif Kazajoch. I KOBpUK, IO KOTOPOMY OHa
TIOJI3J1a, TIBITASICh ABIIIATH, TTOJI3JIa M OMJIaCh TOJIOBOI O CTEHBI U MeOeb,
TaK U1 Jiexall, CBEpHYThIiA, B mpuxoxeit. [louemy-To oHa 10 CHX MOp €ro
He BeIOpocuiia. M eil Bce BpeMst He xBaTayio Bo3ayxa. OHa aepskania OKHa
OTKPBITBIMU — 1 BCE PaBHO HE XBaTaJO.

— H-Hy, HanpacHO, — ¢ cOMHeHueM TpoTsiHyaa AHHa MocudoBHa. —
He mo6u10, koraa netu 6osetot! ECTh B 5TOM HEUTO HenpaBuibHOe. boseThb
JIOJKHBI CTApUKH.

Karts, nmoabirpsiBasi, yJablOHyJIach 0J1arogapHoii yiblIOKOM Xopoliiei ae-
Bouku. Ecnu 661 AHHa MocudoBHa 3Hana IpUuMHYy ee «00Je3HU», HaBep-
Hoe, colluia OB C yMa.

Wnu uer?..

OHa Bceraa npeyBeanyeHHO 6eCIoKOMIach O CBOMX BEIMKOBO3PACTHBIX
«IIETSIX», COOPAHHBIX B U3MATEIBCTBE, «IOJ KPBUIBIIIIKOM», BHUKAIA B UX
Jiena, MUHOTAa HeOXUIaHHO MOAKUIbIBAIA AIeHEXEK B BUIE KaKUX-HUOYAb
MpeMUI, OTIPABJIsIa B JOPOTOCTOSIIINE KOMaHAUPOBKU, 1 KaTtss Mutpo-
(haHOBa BApYT NMEpBbI pa3 B KM3HU MTOAyMaa, YTO MOHSITUS HE UMEET, TaK
J1 yX ee moout AHHa MocudoBHa, WK Bce 3TO eaeTcs 1151 TOTO, YTOOBI
CKPBITh KpaliHee paBHOMYIINE — U K JIIOISIM, U K KU3HM.

— MpbI Bce KakuMe-TO CTpaHHble B MoOcjeaHee BpeMs, — 3aAyMUuBO
MpoM3Heca TMPEeKTpuca U B3noxHyjaa. — Brpouem, 3TO MOHSITHO U 00b-
sicHuMo. Jlaxe Caiila, Ha 4YTO YX cliep>kaHHbI MajlbuyMK, HO HEPBHUYAET,
HEpPBHUYAET, 5 Xe BUXKY!

Cama HepBHuuaer?.. MutpodaHoBa ynusmiack. Huuero momo6Horo
oHa 3a CTpelllHEBbIM He 3aMeuaia, XOTs o0l1anach ¢ HUM ropasao 0oJiblie
Annbl MocudosHbl. Mnu ta yTo-TO 3HaeT, yero He 3HaeT oHa, Karsa?.. Her,
OH, KOHEYHO, APYT — [10 U3BECTHOU CTeNeHU! — HO pacciabusiThCs HeNb3sl
HUM Ha CEKYyHIy, MHauye ApYr o0OiaeT ee Ha MOBOPOTE, OCTABUT I03a1H,
YAAET BNepen, TOJbKO €r0 U BUAEIH.

— Hy, Huuero, Huyero. Ckopo HoBbli1 ron, BeInaaeT CHeT, yKPoeT Bce
HalllM TIeYajIn, ¥ 3aXKMBEM MBI ITO-TIPeXXHEMY, XOPOILIO 1 CITOKoiHO. [TpaBna,
Karromma?..
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MuTtpodanoBa nymana o CTpeniHese.

— A2

JupekTpuca ycMexXHyJach — e€/iBa 3aMETHO.

— Yto0 TaMm c nporpaMmoii mpoaBuxKeHusi MaHeuKMHOro poMaHa?..

— 41 npunecna pacneuarku, AHHa MocudosHa. Bor, B3misiHUTe. DTO
npeAnoiaraeMble 3aTpaThl HA IPSIMYIO peKJiaMy, HY, TaM Bce, Kak Bceraa, —
METPO U «HapyKKa», a 3TO IJIaHbI 10 BCTpeyaM B KPYTTHbIX KHUKHBIX Mara-
3uHax. Ha nmepBoM mecte, KOHEUHO, «MoOCKBa»...

— K JlemeneBoitr Hamo OBl Che3AUTh, — 03a00YEeHHO BCTaBWIa AHHA
HMocudosHa 1 yepkHyJa 4YTO-TO Ha XpyCTKOI OyMaxkKe C ee JTUYHbIM BEH-
3esieM. biecHyno 3ono0toe nepo. — CTo JIeT HE BUIETUCH!

MapuHoii JleneHeBoi 3BaJl TUPEKTOpa OTPOMHOTO KHMXKHOT'O Mara3mHa
Ha TBepckoil.

— ITotoM mutepckuii «bykBoem». ¥ HUX Bcerma Mpomaxku XOpOIIe,
u I[NonuBaHoBa oyeHb 100UT B [Tutep e3nuts. Hy, To ecth [lokpoBckast, —
ckazajia MutpodaHoBa.

— JI1o6uT, OTIpaBUM, — IUPEKTpHUCcA YIBIOHYIACh JOOPOM YIBIOKOI
U JI0OOBHO B3sJIa CO CTOJIa CBEXEBbINIEUeHHYI0O MaHuHy KHUTY. OcMo-
TpeJla Co BCeX CTOPOH, KaxeTcsl, axke Morjiaauia U eaBa yaepxaiach,
YTOOBI HE MPYKATh ee K Tpynu. U crpocuina, He MeHsISI TOHa: — 3aueM
ThI YBOJIWJIA 9TOTO CJIABHOTO MajibuMKa U3 JIeKTpoHHOro otaena? Hexo-
poiio, Katroma!..

MurtpodaHoBa noaHsIa Ij1a3a OT OyMar U ycTaBujach Ha Oe3MsITeX-
HYIO JUPEeKTpUCY. Bapyr crano TpyaHO AbIIATH, U LIEI0 — B TOM CaMOM
MecTe! — Kak OyaTO BHOBb CTSIHYJIO PEMHEM.

— AnHa MocudosHa...

— Jla-na, Te6s1, KOHEYHO, OTOPYMIIO YYIOBHUIITHOE TTPOUCILIECTBUE, U TeOE
ObLIO0 OCOOEHHO TPYIHO, Thl € OCTajlach OfHA, U 51 HUKAK He MOrJja Mo-
Moub. — TeMm ke JI0O00BHBIM ABUXXKEHUEM TUPEKTpUCA BEpHYJIa KHUTY Ha
CTOJ M TTIocMOTpesia Ha MuTtpodhaHoBy.

I'naza y Hee ObUIM JIeAsIHbIE U TJIOCKUE, KaK Y PENTUINMU.

MutpodaHoBa KOpOTKO MepeBesia 1yX, U KpaCHOTA CcTajla MOAHUMAThCS
C ee 1lIed BBepX, 3ajuja LIeKH, 10O, 1 YU 3aloJIbIXau.

— 51 He MorJIa HU MOMOYb, HU TIPOKOHTPOJIUPOBATH TEOS, MOST IEBOY-
ka, — nponoykana AHHa MocudoBHa. — U Thl Hajiesana HEMPOCTUTENbHBIX
omn6okK. Bo-nepBbiX, HaKa3ajla HA B YeM He TTOBUHHOTO YeJIOBeKa Hen3-
BECTHO 3a 4T0. Bo-BTOpPBIX, 3acTaBMIa €TO BCeX HAC HEHABUAETh. B-TpeThux,
ycTpoua ckannaai. CkaHaan B HallleM M31aTelbCTBe, B IPUCYTCTBUM pa3-
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HBIX, COBEPILIEHHO MOCTOPOHHUX Jtofeii! Benb, HaCKOJIbKO 5 3Hat0, Bagum
TOXe MouyeMy-To TaM okasajcs, na, Karwora?

MutpodaHoBa KMBHYJIa, KaK 30MOU.

— Tbl Obl1a pacTepsiHa, sl BCe TOHMMAl0, HO Thl pYKOBOJIUTENb, U TeOe
OTJIMYHO M3BECTHBI TPUHIIUIBI — HE TOJbKO MOM, HO U BCETO U3JaTe/b-
cTBal.. MBIl HUKOTJA M HUA C KEM He paccTtaeMcsl BparaMu. Mbl HUKOTIa
He ObIBaeM 3aMelllaHbl B CKaHIaJlaX HU C aBTOpaMU, HU C KOHKYpEHTaMH,
HU C HaJIOroBoil cinyx00it! Mbl nenaem Bce AT TOTO, YTOOBI HAM JTOBE-
psUIn caMble pa3Hbie Jiioau. BoTr xotsa 661 MapuHa JleneHeBa, 1upeKTop
MaraszuHa «MockBa»! YBepsito Tebs, eii Hebe3pa3inyHa Hallla permyTalusl.
OHa HampaBJsieT K HaM HauMHAaloIIMX aBTOPOB, UMEHHO Yy Hac 3aKa3bl-
BaeT MoJapoyHble U3JaHWsl, Mbl BMECTE MTPOBOJIUM 0JarOTBOPUTEIbHbIE
akumu! Eit Hu K yemy Haimu ckaHganbl! Tel He mogymana o6 atom, Ka-
Tioma?..

MuTtpodaHoBa nmomotana rojopoii. Kak 3omou.

— Tebe npunercs UCNpaBUTh MOJTOXEHUE.

MuTtpodaHoBa He TTogHMMAIA TJ1a3.

— Tw1 MeHd cpnminb, KaTroma?..

— Kak ucnpasutb, AHHa MocugosHa? S rorona...

— Her-Her, cuo MUHYTY HUYEro He HYxXHO AenaThb, Katioma! Tonbko
KOTJa Thl OMIPABUILIbCSI U TIPUACIID B CEOSI...

— 4l neaMKoM 1 MOTHOCTHIO B cede, — 3asiBriia MuTtpodaHoBa MpayHo,
1 AHHa MocudoBHa MeJIbKOM YJIbIOHYIACh, KaK YJbI0OAIOTCS pOJUTEIN HaKa-
3aHHBIM, HO Y€ TIOUTU TIPOIIEHHBIM IETSIM.

— Bort koraa y Te6s1 TOSIBATCSI CUJIbI, Thl, BO-TIEPBBIX, BOCCTAHOBHUIIIb
MaJIbuMKa Ha paboTe 1, KOHEYHO Xe, Tiepe] HUM U3BUHUILbCS. BO-BTOpHIX,
THI IOJKHA ITO00EIATh, YTO BCE PELIEHMS TAKOTO pojia Oyaelllb COTJIaCOBHI-
BaTh CO MHOM. B-TpeTbux, TeOe CTOUT HEMHOXKEUYKO MTOATNIPABUTh COOCTBEH -
Hoe moBeneHue. Thl OUeHb TeMIIepaMeHTHasl 1 BCIIBLIbYMBAsI IeBOYKA. —
MuTtpodaHoBa OblIa yXKe BCS KpacHasl, CJIOBHO U3 0aHU, HO TMPEKTpUca
0e3XaJ0CTHO MpoaoIKajia MpernapupoBaHue. — OTO OT MOJIOIOCTH, 3TO
MPOMAET, HO MHE Obl XOTEJIOCh, UTOOBI B OYyAyIlIeM Thl HE TPMHMMAJIA CTOIb
cKoponaiuTeabHbIX peteHuii. Hy? Uto Tb1?

— Hu... nuuero, AuHa MocudosHa, — BbelgaBuia MurpodaHoBa. —
A eciu oH, beperoBoii, s UMelo B BUAY, HE 3aX04YeT BO3BpaIlaThCs?..

— Th1 ero yrosopuiib, Katiora.

DT0 ObUIO CKa3aHO XKEJIE3HBIM TOHOM.
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ITocne wero Anna MocrdoBHa MOTHSIACH U3-3a CTOJNA, TIOTJIaauiIa ee
10 TOJIOBE M 3aXJIOTIOTaa HACYeT Yaro C JMMOHOM M MEIOM, OT KOTOPOTO
Kars1 HaoTpe3 oTka3zanache.

— Yro TBI Takas KpacHasi? — TIEPBBIM ACJIIOM CIIpOCHJIa CeKpeTaplla
HacTs, xorna oHa BeICKOUMJIa U3 «0a0KMHBIX TTOKOEB». — Y TeOs TeMIie-
patypa?

MutpodaHoBa MpoMblyana HEYTO HeWIeHOPa3AeJbHOEe M KMHYJIACh 10
JIECTHULIC BHU3, He TOXMOAsICh TudTa. Hu BUAETH Jtomeii, HU pa3roBapu-
BaTh C HUMHM OHA He Morjia. BriepBele B XXM3HM AMPEKTpHCA YCTpOMIa it
BBIBOJIOUKY, OT KOTOPOI OTHEM TOpEIH YIIU U IeKH, U TIe-TO IPUMEPHO
Ha YpOBHE XXUBOTa OBLIO IIPOTUBHO, W KaK OYITO YTO-TO CKPEOJIOCH.

BrpoueM, Komiku cKpeOyT Kak pa3 Ha Iylle, HO AyIa He MOXET 3Ke
HaxomuThcs B XXuBoTe!.. M Moxert?..

AnHa MocudoBHa HECKOJIBKO MUHYT IOCHIENA, PA3MBIIUISIS, TIOTOM
MOPBIIACh B KPOXOTHOM JIAKUPOBAaHHOM CYMOYKE W ITOCTajla MOOWJIbHBII
TesnedoH. 3BOHUTH ITO TOPOICKOMY He cTajla — HacTst Moriia rmomciyInarb.

— TwI 3Haemp, — 3aXyMYMBO CKa3aja IUPEKTpHca, KOoTma el oTBe-
TUJIHU, — BCE K¢ OHa Momo3puTenbHal.. Sl Tak U He IOHsIA, 3a4eM OHa
Mpofenana Takoil ¢hopTenb, ma elie cpaly Imocje youiicTBa, Oymab OHO
HenanHo!.. Mnu oH 4To-TO 3Haer, 3ToT beperosoit? Mnu Mor 4ro-To
y3HaTh?.. — OHa mocyIrasia HEeMHOTO ¥ KMBHYJIa. — S mTymalo ImoroBo-
puTh ¢ AnekcoMm. [la, oueHb cTpaHHbIN. Ho ecay oH XOTs ObI BIOJIOBUHY
TaK YMEH, KaK MHE KaXXeTcsl, MbI TTIOJIyUMM BCe, YTO HaM HYXXHO, U 0e3
BCSIKUX YCWJIMIA!..

Ona Haxayia «0TOOl», pacCesTHHO ToAyMasa, KakK Xalib, UTO HeJb3s
3aKYpUTh — YCTAaHOBJICHHBIE €10 CaMOii IpaBuia ObUIM OUYEHb XXeCTKUMU! —
TepecTaBUIa IMITYYKU Ha CTOJIE, MOTHSIACH U MOJOIILIA K OKHY.

Hy, Bot u cHer. CnaBa 6ory. AnHa MocudosHa ynbi6Hynach. KoHuu-
JIOCh TITOCTHOE U YHBUIOE OXUIaHUe 3UMbI, 3HAYUT, BCKOPE OKOHUYUTCS BCE
HeMNpUsITHOE, 3aTSHYBIlIeecs TaK HamoJro!.. B u3naTenbcTBO MPUBE3YT €JIKU,
JOCTaHyT M3 KJIadOBbIX KOp0o0Oa ¢ UTPYIIKAMU U JIAMIIOYKAMU, U BCe OYIyT
yJIBIOATBCS, MepellaruBasl Yepe3 pacTsIHYThIE 10 Moy rupiasHabl. 03a60-
yeHHast Mapraputa HukoaeBHa moeneT Ha peIHOK 3a TYCSIMU, MHIEHKaMU,
S0JTOKaMU ¥ MaHIapWHaMU, W BoguTelb KoJist, HeIOBOJIBHO COIIS, TIPH-
MeETCSI TaCKaTh Ha KYXHIO SIIIUKU M KOP3WHBI — POXIECTBEHCKUIT OaHKET
BCerma TrOTOBSIT CaMM, HUKAKHUX PECTOPAaTOPOB He HAaHWMAIOT, Y HAc Bce
paBHO BKycHee!.. Ha ycanmp0e ToxXe Bce TOMEHsIETCSI — CHET YKPOET IePEBbS
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M KYCTBI CTapOii CUPEHHM, CTAHET ITPOCTOPHO M CBOOOIHO, NBOpHUK CTenaH
Kaxaoe yTpo OyleT IIMPKaTh CBOEH JIOMaToii, pacuuiiast AOpOXKKU U IJI0-
maaky nepen rapaxkoM. C yepagaka JocTaHyT Jbk — AHHa MocudosHa
JiloOuJ1a MO0 BOCKPECEHbSIM MPOKATUTHCS ¢ TOPOUYKU, IPOUTUCH ETbHUKOM
Haj peukoii Jlamoit u yyBcTBOBaia ce0sl PU 3TOM IOHOI CeBEpHOI1 KpacaBU-
1eii. JIroounaa BepHyThCSI IOMOM, o3BaTh co0aKky boHio, HaberaBiyocs Ha
MOpO3€, U BCJACTh HAITUTHCS Yalo B KOPOTKUX PO30OBBIX 3MUMHHUX CYMepKax,
He 3a)KuTrasi CBeTa.

AX, KakK Bce ObUIO OblI IIPEKPACHO, €CJIU ObI He COOBITUSI, U3MEHUBIIINE
MPUBBLIYHBIN, YIOTHBIA, XOPOIIIO YCTPOEHHBINH MUp!..

Bnpouewm, Bce Hanmanutcsa, AHHa MocudoBHa Oblia B 3TOM yBepeHa.
B xu3Hu nonananvch 3a1a4Ky U MOCIOXKHEE, U OHA pellaja UX TOYHO TaK
K€, KaK OTpaxasa yaapbl, — MOJHUEHOCHO U TouHO. Kak kob6pa.

OHa eule MmocMoTpesia B OKHO, TMOIpaBuia O0eJOCHEXHYI0O MaHXeTy
¢ OpWJIMAaHTOBOM 3aMIOHKOM, TOTOM KJIMKHYJ1a HacTio 1 Besiesia mpuHecTu
Kode.

AJekc moMea I HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl U MO3BOHWI. MeloaudHbIe Tpeau
noOpeHYaau U 3aTUXJIM, U HU 3ByKa.

Hukakoro nBukeHuUsI 3a cTapoii ABYCTBOpYATOi ABepbio. OH MOCTOS,
MPUCITYIIUBASICh.

B nonnesne crapuHHoro noma Ha [TokpoBKe ObLJIO TUXO U TIYX0, KaK
B aKkBapuyMme, OyITO U He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO 32 CTEHAMU MHOTOMWIJIMOHHOTO,
IIYMHOT'O, U3HEMOTAIOIIETO OT MPOOOK ropoaal.. 3aech ObUIM HeOXBaTHas
MpaMOpHasi JIECTHU1IA, UCTEPTasi MHOXECTBOM HOT 1 3aCTeJIeHHAs! KOBPOBOM
JIOPOXKOI1, pellieTyarasi KiaeTka JudTa — yToObl MOMACTh BHYTPb, CIEI0BAIO
MOTSIHYTh YYTYHHYIO PYYKY, U JUGDT 03apsicsl cabbIM XKEJITHIM CBETOM.
Ha rnutoiianke B Kaake poc «Ily4yrii XBOCT», a Ha IIUPOKUX MTOJOKOHHUKAX
KyIpsIBUIACch TPOBUHIMAJIbHAS YIOTHAsI TepaHb.

Bot 310 1OM Tak mom!..

Beser emy B nmocienHee BpeMsi Ha IoMa U UX XO35I€B.

— BbI KTO? — U3 Bo3/yxa BIpYT MaTepuaan30BaJicsl CTpaHHbBIN MeXaHU -
YeCcKUii rosoc, AjeKc B3APOTHY M YPOHWI TeJeOH, TIyXo CTYKHYBILIMICS
0 KOBPOBYIO TOPOXKKY.

OH HarHyJcs W MOJHSUI €ro.

— BrI kT0?! B Kyna nponanu?! S Bac He BuxXy!..

On nomosnuait. llleBenbHYIUCH U 3aMEPJIU €70 3MEU — CTapblii AYITHBIN
yIaB M MoJIoJasi CTpeMUTeNIbHas1 Koopa.
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...5l HeHaBMXXy BceX, KTO 3a/laeT MHE 3TOT Borpoc. S Gosblie HE MOTY
Ha Hero otBeyaTh! He Mory u He xouy!..

...HuxTo HEe BMHOBAT B TOM, UYTO Thl HEBpAaCTeHUK. Thl HEBPaCTEHUK,
U Tl HUKTO. Tak yTo — Brepen!..

— Memns 3oByT Anexkcannp lllan-I'upeit, — 3aTsIHYJ OH KyJIa-TO B CTO-
POHY, — ¥ MbI JOTOBAPUBAJIUCH O BCTpeue ¢ MapuHoi AJIeKCEeBHOM.

B Boznmyxe Kak-To HeoIpeAeJeHHO U C COMHEHUEM XPIOKHYJIO, U HEeBe-
IOMBIH TOJIOC IIPOU3HEC:

— Crpory.

M Bce nponaio.

TloTom BApyT 3arpeMeny Kakue-To LieTu, 3allleJKaau 3aMKU, yaapuia
M CMOJIKJIa MY3bIKa, 32 CIIMHOM ITpoexasl TU(MT, U AJleKC Ha HETo OIISIHYJICS.

JBepb KBapTUPHI pacraxHyaach.

Ilepen Hum mpencrana nucateabHuiia MapuHa [TokpoBckasi B MATOM
Maiike — Geble, TOUTH BhITepThie OYKBHI «Divided we’ll stand» Ha cuHeM
(one okazanuce npsimo mnepen ero Hocom. IlucareapbHua OblIa 3HAYU-
TEJbHO BBIIIIE €r0 POCTOM.

— Ilpoxonute! — mpuriacuia oHa W ciejaaa IUpoKuid xecT. — M3-
BUHUTE, YTO 3aCTaBUJjIa XKAaTh, y MEHSI My3blKa TPOXOYET, a elle S MUY,
a Korjia s muiily, TO HI4ero He ciblllly, a BUKycst mpocTo Tak 3aexana, u s eii
He cKasaja, YTO Bbl JOJIKHbI ITprexaTh, HO Bbl MPUEXaJu, 1a e1lle BOBpEeMs,
a BOT sl HUKOTZIa M HUKYyJa He MOTY MpuexaTb BOBpeMs!

Bce 10 0Ha BhInmasniviia pa3oM, MOBEPHYJIACh K AJIEKCY CIIMHOM U Mpo-
nana.

— J1a BBl MPOXOAUTE, — MO3BaJl OTKYAa-To Apyroi rojsoc. — He obpa-
1maiite BHMMaHusl. OHa ceifuac BepHETCSI.

— 3apaBCTBYiiTe, — Hayraj mo3aopoBajics AJeKcC.

B orpomHo¥li npuxoxkei ropeau Bce JIaMIlbl, OH Iaxe 3akKMYypUJICsl Ha
CEKYH]Iy — CJIMILIKOM MHOTO CBeTa IocJie aKBapUyMHOI MOJIYyTbMBI ITOabe3a!

— A 4TO, Ha YJIUIIE OMSITh AOXAb?..

CaeTckas Oecea Hayaach Hey1aYHO — COOECETHUILY OH He BUIEI, 3aTO
Belllajika, MpeACcTaBIIas epe ria3aMu, cpa3uiia Aiekca HaroBajl. OrpoM-
Hasl, paCKMAMCTasl, KaK 1y0, Ha TIbBUHBIX JIallax, C YyTYHHOU KOP3WHOM 115
30HTOB y OCHOBaHuUs. BMecTo GapxaTHOro Gepera ¢ COKOJUHBIM MEPOM
W 1IMarv, 4to O0b110 Obl YMECTHO, Ha HEell OOTaIMCh HEBPAa3yMUTEIbHAs
KypTOUKa M KaKOi-TO PO30BbIi Ialll, a B KOP3UHE Bajsiics MopTdenb,
IOBOJIBHO MOTAaCKaHHBIN, C Pa33sIBJICHHOM KPBIIIKOM, MOXOXWIA Ha JieXa-
11IyI0 Ha OOKY YCTaBIIYIO COOAKy C BHICYHYTBIM SI3bIKOM.
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— OHa HaMm gocTajiach OT MOEil MaMbl, — MUHHUATIOpHas KEHIIMHA
BO3HUMKJIA OTKYIa-TO U3 TJIYyOWH KBapTUPbI, — 51 UMEIO B BUAY 3TO IPO-
u3BeneHe. — OHa KMBHYJIA Ha Bemanky. — I[Ipencrasisiere, s xoTesa ee
BbIOpOCUTH, a MaHs — HU 3a 4To!..

— Takwue Belln Helb3s1 BLIOpPAChIBaTh, — IMOMEIJIUB, cKa3ajl AJIeKcC.

— Jla Buzmenu ObI Bbl, B KAKOM OHa Obljla COCTOSIHUM!.. DTU Oapaku Ha
Cokone! Bel moMmHuTe 6apaku, MOJIOOOM YesloBeK?..

— Bukycs, orctanb ot Hero! He mOMHUT OH HUKaKuX 0apakoB.

ITucarenpHuna [TokpoBckas BeIpy/uia B IPUXOXKYI0, COTHYJIACh BABOE
1 0OHSsLIa XKeHIIMHY 32 TUieur — AJIeKCy 110Ka3aaoch, YTO ceifuac oHa rmoca-
JIAT €e Ha JIaloHb, KaK ['yiiuBep JuiumnyTa.

— BT10 Mos TeTsl. MBI Bce 30BeM ee Bukycsi, XoTs Ha caMOM Jiejie OHa
BukropuHa AnekceeBHal..

— Tera? — npobopmoTan Allekc.

— A 4ro Takoe?..

AJieKC He MOT MPU3HATLCS B TOM, UTO 3Ta MapOYKa BbITJISAUT YK CIUIII-
KOM KOMMYHO, HO, KaxeTcs, [TokpoBcKasi U Tak MOHsIIA.

— Hy, Bo BcKOM ciydae, He Asifsl, — 3asiBUja OHa, YMOKHYJa Bukycio
W pacpsiIMUIACh.

— Mamseuka, s noiiny. He 3a0ynb nipemioXXuTh rocTio Kode.

— He 3a0yny.

— Tam cBexuit xjied 1 Konbaca KpakKOBCKasl.

— Ilonsina.

— WM eure TopT, OpexoBbId, KakK Thl J0OUIIb. BeuepoM obsi3aTebHO
MHe TTo3BoHM! VI He cuay 1o HOUM 3a KOMITbIOTepoM. M He Kypr MHOTO, —
xyonoTana Bukycs.

— Terss — nuBHOe cymiecTBo! — mpoBo3riacuia [TokpoBcKasi, 3aKpbIB
3a Hel aBepb. — YepT, oTKyna 310?..

— W3 «I1oKpOoBCKMX BOPOT».

— TouHo. Ioiinemte B kKabuHeT? M cpady Ha KyXHIO 32 KPaKOBCKOM
Kojbacoii?.. Bripouem, KyxHs Tak cebe. 3q0poBasi, KOHEYHO, HO HEYIOT-
Hasl, 1 OKHO HEMHOXKO Ha COCEIHIOI CTeHy npuxoautcs! CBera MouTH
HeT. Korma atu jomMa CTpousivch, Mpeanoaarajoch, YTo B KyxHe JOJIKHA
MeTaTbCsl KyXapKa, a rocrojia B TOCTUHOM KyIllaTh Yail, OTTOMBIPUB MU-
3UHIBI. A TTOTOM CIIYYWJICSl BECh 3TOT KOH(MUTIOP, B CMbICJIE PEBOIIOLIUS,
M BCE MepeMeHUIOCH!

AJleKC CMOTpeJT BO Bce Tya3a: BEICOYEHHBIE TTOTOJIKM, KpallleHbIe CTe-
Hbl — HUKaKUX 000€eB! — TsKeble MoJjlocaThbie Kpecia, BhITepTast KOBpoBast
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OTTOMAaHKa, a Ha Heil KHMXKKa CTpaHWILIaMU BHU3, TOPILIEp Ha JJATYHHOI HOTe
C He(PUTOBBIM 1IAPHMKOM, BHIMYKJIbIE ITYTOBKHU 3JEKTPUUECKUX BHIKITIOYA-
TeJel, IbHSIHbIE 3aHABECKU Ha OeJIbIX JBYCTBOPYATHIX IBEPSIX.

Kak Hu cTpaHHO, X03s1iiKa B MSITOW Malike ¢ MHOCTPaHHBIMU OyKBaMU
M IKUHCAX ¢ IBIPKO Ha KOJIEHKE BBITJISIIeSIa HEOThEMJIEMOI YaCThIO 3TOTO
HEBECTb Kak ylleJeBIIero Mmupa. B Tom, 4To Mup Ha caMoM Jiejie KAKUM-TO
BOJILIEOHBIM 00pPa30M yliesell, a He MPUIYyMaH «I10 MOTMBaM» HEKUM IpO-
JNBUHYTBIM AU3aliHEPOM, Y AJIEKCa COMHEHUI HE BO3HUKIIO.

— Bubl He ynuBisiiitech, — nocoBeToBasia [TokpoBckasi. — KBapTupka
He KyIUleHa Ha TOHOpap OT TocjienHero pomaHa. Jlaxke eciau Obl s mycaia
1o poMaHy B JieHb, MHE Ha TaKylo BCE PaBHO HE XBaTWjo Obl! DTO mpa-
JenaylIKuHa KBapTupa. 3aech 6abyiika poauiack. A nana yxe Ha Cokoie,
B 6apakax, 0 KOTOpbIX ToJiKoBajla Bukycs. Bukycsg — nanuHa cecrtpa.

B kabuHeTe ObLIO TOUHO TakK XXe — TsKeas MeOesb, MOJIOUYHAsI JIIOCTpa
Ha JUIMHHBIX LIETISIX, TPOMAIHBIN TYpELIKUi1 KOBEp Ha MOJTy, Y JIETKOMBICJICH-
HbI1 HOYTOYK Ha KPHITOM 3€JIEHBIM CYKHOM CTOJIE C MACCUBHBIMU TyMOaMu,
¥ HOBEHIIIasi CTepeocrcTeMa, BTUCHYTAsl B aHTUKBAPHbIN KOMO, U YYTYH-
Hble O6aTapeu ¢ 3aBUTYIIIKAMU, IbIIIABIIAE POBHBIM YIOTHBIM TETUIOM.

— Bam noBes0, — AJiekc MpoBeJ MajiblieM MO BbILBETILINM YePHUIb-
HBIM TISITHaM Ha cykHe. CKOJIBKO JIeT Ha3al MPOJUIN YepHWIa Ha 3TOT
camblii cton? Ilareaecar?.. Mnu, moxet, cro?.. — He kaxkpgomy ymaercst
MOXUTDH B KBapTUpE Mpanena.

— Jla v MHe ObI He ynanock, — [lokpoBckast moxara ruiedamu. — B pe-
BOJIIOLIMIO, €XY MOHSITHO, BCeX YIJIOTHWU/IY, 3A€Ch AaXe [0 TeEM BpeMeHaM
Obli1a Kakasi-TO YyIOBMIIIHAsE KOMMYHaJIKa, Iylll Ha COPOK, HaBepHoe!.. Hy
a TI0TOM BBISICHUIIOCK, UTO CoBeTckoit Poccuu HyXKHbI a9poIiaHbl, U BCex
00paTHO pa3yIUIOTHWIH.

— HM3-3a asponnanon?!

— Hy, npagen Obln aBuakoHcTpykTop! — OHa B310XHYJIa, KaK OyaTO
VIUBIISIACH €T0 TYMOCTU. — 3HaMeHUTHIN. Ero cropsiua 4yTh OBUIO He pac-
CTpENISlI, HO TIOTOM KTO-TO COOOpasui, YTO adpOIUIaHbI-TO caMu cOOOi
YK TOYHO HUOTKyAa He Bo3bMyTcsl! B cmbiciie, 6e3 npanena. M ero nepe-
IyMaJIi paccTpeluBaTh, M OTCIOAA BCEX MPOJIETAPUEB BBINEPJU B3allel,
a ero OCTaBWJIM.

— Bort 210 1a, — ckazan Asiekc oT nyiu. — Bot aTo ucropusl.

OHa cBepxy MOCMOTpeia Ha Hero.

— Hy nma. Ipanmen mo KakoMy-To HeIOpa3yMEHUIO B IBAILIATBIX TOMaX
He yexan ¢ CUKOpCKUM B AMepUKY, ocTayics 3aech. OHU BOOOIE OYEHb
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npyxunu. TonbKo CUKOPCKUI CTPOWIT TSDKEbIE CaMOJIEThI, BOT «Mbst
Mypomell», K IpUMeEpPY, caMblii 3HAMEHUTHIN, a mpaaea — UCTpeOUTEu.
A xorma Hayanach BoiiHa B McmaHuu, 3TU UCTPEOUTEIN paCcKOJIOIIMATUIN
Bech HeMmelkuii modTtBadde! M cOnBamm «MecceplIMUTTBI» KaK HEYeTro
nenath!.. Y Hac ¢ TTOSIBJICHUEM ero UCTpeOuTe el BAPYT 00pa30BaioCh IOJI-
HO€ ITPEBOCXOJICTBO B BO3/IyXe — a BCE MOTOMY, UTO Mpajiesa CBOEBPEMEHHO
He paccTpesiau!..

OHa ycenach 3a CTOJI M TOIAepHYJIa IITaHUHY, TaK YTO0 He OBbIJIO BUTHO
JIBIPKY.

— W dunbm ator 3HameHutslii! Hy, rme KproukoB 1 MepKypbeB, 10-
mHute?.. «HebecHbIit Tuxoxom»! «f mymana Bel ac, a Bbl Y-2-¢?!» Or1oT
JKEHCKUI MOJIK BoeBaJl KaK pa3 Ha ero caMoJieTax, TOJbKO B KOHIIE BOMHBI
OHM Y€ Ha3bIBaIUCh HE «¥Y-2», a «I1o-2». VX Bce HeMIIbI 10 cMepTH 0051 -
Juck. [ToToMy 4TO OHM JieTaJlu MEIJIEHHO U HU3KO U O0MOUIU NTPULIEJBbHO,
a «Meccepbl» BCe Ma3ajii, Y HUX Xe CKOPOCTb B Pa3bl BBIIIIE...

— Ilo3BonbTre, — nepedus Aiekc, — a Kak paMuius Bailiero npamgena?..

OHa yIuBUIACh.

— IlonuBaHoB. Kak u y meHs. I MHe TUKO, 4TO S1 IPUAYMBIBAIO NETEK-
TUBBI 32 CTOJIOM, TJAe Tpaael NpuayMbiBail uctpeourtenu!.. S Bce Bpems
cpaBHUBal0, MoHUMaeTe?.. M Bce BpeMs IMOJy4aeTcsl, 4TO 3aHMMAlOCh
KaKoi-TO (pUTHEN.

— Hy na, — npo6opmotan Anekc cebe noa Hoc. — [lonuBaHoB. Ko-
HEYHO.

— A 0aOyuika BBHILIIA 3aMYXK 3a «HegocToiiHoro»!.. [IpaBmna, oH ObLT
He MpoJIeTapuii, a UHXEHEP, HO BCE PABHO U3 «HOBBIX», U TIpalel C Ipa-
0abKoii 10 KOHIIA XKM3HU Ha3bIBaJ €r0 Ha «Bbl» U MCKIIOUYUTEIBHO IO
MMEHU-0TUYECTBY. A 6abyIIKa ropaast Obljia, BOT 1 Chexajla OTclona B 6apak!

— 3HauuT, Bbl TOXE HE Ta, 3a KOTO cebsl BbIIAeTe, — MPOU3HEC OH 33 yM-
y1iBo. — BrI BoBce He [1okpoBckasi, a [lonuBaHoOBa 1 pogoM 13 3HAMEHUTOMN
CEMbH.

CrioxBaTwiicsl U 3aMoJyall.

— IlokpoBcKasi — NceBIOHNUM, — CKa3ajla OHa OCTOPOXHO. — Sl XKUBY Ha
ITokpoBke, Bce oueHb rpocto! B HenmocpencTBeHHOi 6;1m30cT oT I1okpoB-
ckux Bopot! M mouemy ... He Ta, 3a Koro ce06s1 Beigaio?! 1 — arto s1, aBTOp
BTOPOCOPTHBIX JETEKTUBHBIX POMaHOB!

— BropocopTHbIX?

— Bce meTeKTuBBI BTOPOCOPTHHBI! — OTpe3ajia mucaTesibHuIa [TokpoB-
ckasg-IlonuBaHnoBa. — Ecnu Obl s1 Hanucana «Mywmy», Torma Most (paMuiust
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ObL1a 661 TypreHes U st Obl1a Obl HACTOSAIMM NKcatesieM. Konbacel xotute?..
Kpaxkosckoii? Bukycs odeHb ee pekiamupoBaa!

[Toka oHa Bo3WJIach Ha KyxHe, OH BCE OCMAaTPUBAJICSI — YAMBUTEIbHAS
kBapTupa! Bollesn B Kopyuaop ¥ Nou3ydyasl KHUXKHbIE MOJIKW, HAUMHABLIMECS
Ha ypOBHE ero O0TMHOK U TEPSIBLIMECS] B HEBOOOPA3UMOI BBICOTE, TIe-TO MOJ,
MoToJIKOM. Pa3BecenuBIiMch OKOHYATENbHO, 3AKMYPUJICS U BBITAIIWIT HAyTaj,
TOJICTBIN, HACMEPThb 3a4YUTAHHBIA TOM B KOPUYHEBOH TJIOTHOM OOJIOXKE.

HMHTepecHO, KaKylo KHUTY B 3TOM CEMbe 3a4UTAIM IOYTHU 10 ABIP, TaK
YTO ellBa IEPXKMUTCSI HEKOTAA YIIUTAHHBIA M COJIMAHBIN nepernieT?..

Hy uto?.. JIeB Toncroii, ceiinuukue npukiaodeHus, «KHsokHa [[xkaBaxa»
Yapckoit wim Anexkcannp Co/KeHUIIBIH B KAKOM-TO TaM 04epeIHOM Kpyre?

AJIeKC OTKPBLI IJ1a3a U [JISTHYJL.

Kykosckuii H. E., «O npucoenmHeHHbIX BUXpsix», 1905 rom.

Kak xoporo.

— Are you with me? Nothing to trust in. You have the answers. What are
the questions? — rpoMKO pacrieBajia Ha KyxHe XO3s1iKa.

OH BTHCHYJI Ha MECTO YBECUCTBIN TOM.

WHTepecHo, y Hee TOXe YalllKu TOHYaillero kurtaiickoro gapdopa
Y MUPOXKKHU B IUIETEHONM KOP3MHKE, YKPBITOM Terioi caiderkoii?.. Ynm,
Ha000pOT, TOJICTHIE, CAMOIOBOJIbHBIE OeJIbie aMEPUKAHCKUE KPYXKU C CepIi-
amMu ¥ HaanucsaMu «I love you» 1 Hacriex Hape3aHHbI BUepallHui XJie6?..

OHa 1moka3zajlach Ha TTIOpore, TOJIKHYB 3aIHUILIEH IBepb, U AJIEKC Tiepe-
XBaTWI TSDKEJIEHHbINM TonHoc. Ha HeM He Ob110 BOBCE HUKAKMX Yalllek, 3aTO
MO3BSIKUBAJIA B CEPEOPSHBIX MOACTAKAHHUKAX YMCTbIe CTaKaHbl, U TUMOH
HCTEKaJl COKOM Ha CepeOpsTHOM Tapesiouke, M KOH(METHI B TaMSITHBIX C IET-
CTBa 00epTKax, MU Ta camasl KoJjibaca, MPUCTPOEHHAasl OYeHb alMeTUTHO,
KaK-TO TaK, 4YTO AJIEKCY Cpa3y 3aX0TeJIOCh eCTh, M OH MOHSUI: B JOME aBUa-
KoHcTpykTopa IloauBaHoBa eMy OyneT BKYCHO, TPOCTO, U MOXHO HUYETO
He CTeCHSITbCSI M TaHLIeB HE TaHIIEBATh.

Kak 1aBHO OH HMYETO He JAeal... «[IPOCTO»!

OHU YMHHO YCEJIUCh B TOCTUHOM, C Kpalo rpOMaIHOro cToja, 3a KOTO-
PBIM, IOJKHO OBITh, YMEIIATIOCh YEIOBEK ABAALIATh TOCTEM, U MUCATEIbHULIA
00BSIBUIIA, UYTO OH MOXKET Ha3bIBaTh €€ MaHel.

— Ilpomy npoileHusi, 4YTO He y3Hal Bac Toraa, noMa y ExatepuHbl
IlerpoBHBI. JloMKeH ObLT OBI...

OHa 11e1po BbUIOXWIIA KOJI0acy Ha xJie0, Moao0oBaiach, 1006aBuiIa ele
KpYT U MpOoTsiHyJa Asiekcy. Y Hee ObUIA IJIMHHBbIE Maylblibl 0€3 BCSKOTO
MaHUKIOpa U y3Kasi, COBCEM JAEBUYbsI KUCTb.
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— Jloma y Exarepunsl I1eTpoBHBI HUKTO HUKOTO He y3HaBasl! MBI Bce
B 0OMopoke 0L, — Cebe oHa Toxke coopynuia 6yTepopoa U CMavyHO OTKY-
cusa. — A Bac-To 4ero Tyna npuHeciao? Hy, Hac oHa mo3Bajia — B TOIMHY
JINIIeHWI U UCTIBITAHUM, — a BBI?..

— 4 mpocTo xoTen ¢ Helt moroBoputh. — OH yabIOHYJICSI. MaHs OYeHb
€My HpaBujiach. — S 1 ¢ BAMU X0O4y ITOTOBOPUTb.

— T'oBopute! — paspemuna [TonruBaHoBa. — BaMm ¢ niumoHoM?

— Pacckaxute MHe nipo Becenosckoro.

— Tio!.. — OHa nocTtaBWwIa YalHUK Ha JIMTYIO YYTYHHYIO MOACTaBKY
¥ BO33pwiach Ha Ajekca. — BcrmomHuiaa 6abyllka nepBylo HOUb. 3aueM
OH BaM cpaaicsi?..

— IpaBmga, 4To ero yBOJWIM U3 U3IATEIbCTBA [10CIe KAKOH-TO UCTOPUU
C Ballleil Toapyroi?..

ITonuBaHOBa akKypaTHO IpUCTpousa OyTepOpoa Ha TapeaKy M Kpo-
LLIEYHOM, 3KECTKOM OT Kpaxmasa cajlpeTKON CTPSIXHYJIa KPOIIKU CO CBOUX
HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIX MaJIbLIEB.

— Jla, — 3agymumBo ckazajna oHa. — Mcropus. Huyero ocobeHHoro.
Omna nmo0uia ero, a OH JIIOOWJI pOAMHY, TOJBKO U BCETO.

AJleKkc MoJT4aj, OXuaasi IpoIOIKeHMS.

— Moxer, Bcs (puIlIKa B TOM, UTO OHA €ro Ha camoM jeie aroouia. Hy,
Mo KpaifHeil Mepe, MHEe TaK Ka3ajJoCh. A MOXET, IMPOCTO CIUIIKOM JI0JTO
Kmana MmpuHIia. XoTb Kakoro-HuOynb! Benb He y Bcex moirydaercsi, TIOHU-
maete?.. — OHa pacnpsimuia miedn. — Y Karu He mosydaeTcsi, y MeHsI BOT
TOXe HUYETo He ToIydaeTcs!.. A 3TO TSKeJI0, 0COOEHHO KOTa CTAHOBUTCS
OYEBUIHO, YTO CKOPO Ha MEHCHIO, a TIEPCIICKTUB HUKAKUX — HY, B 3TOM
cMbicie!

— W y MeHs He ToyydaeTcs, — HEBECTb 3aueM MpU3Haics AJlekc. —
CoBceM.

— Manpuukam Tpole, YeM AeBOYKaM.

— Ortkyna Bel 3HaeTe? Bhl pa3Be Korma-HUOYIb OBLIA MaJbYUKOM?

OHa XMBIKHYIA:

— Tak npuHsito cuntaTh. A uro? He npomie?..

— Jlymaio, BceM OIMHAKOBO.

— Hy, — XecTKo ckaszajna nucateabHuua [lonuBaHoBa, — Mo Kpaii-
Hel Mepe, HU OJIHA Ballla BO3JII00JIEHHAs He MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh Bac CIeIaTh
abopt. Benb He MoxeT?..

— HukTo HUKOro He MOXET 3aCTaBUTH!..

106
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— Jla 6pockTe! KoHeuHo, MmoxeT. Vi BBl HUYETO HEe 3HAeTe O XKU3HU!..
Wnu BBl HUKOTIA HE TIOTAagaIu B 3aBUCUMOCTbD, TaAKYI0, M3 KOTOPOIT HE BbI-
opatbces! [la v HeoxoTta BeIOMpaThesi. 1 TOUHO M3BECTHO, UTO B TOT MOMEHT,
KOT/Ia 3aBUCUMOCTb KOHUUTCSI, KOHYUTCS U XKU3Hb, TOTOMY YTO HUYETO He
Hazo... BHe 00bekTa. CoBCeM HMYETO, IIOHUMaeTe?..

OHa B3bepolIna KOPOTKHE BOJIOCHI, U 6€3 TOTOo TOpYaBIIle B Pa3HbIe
CTOPOHBI.

— WM Karbka nponaza! Korna oH nmpuiies Ha paboTy M 'y HUX BCe Hava-
JIOCh, 3TO OBUIO TaK KpacuBO, Tak IpaBuiibHO! Hy, Kak ¥ HOJKHO OBITh.
He B cMbIcie caxapyHHOrO MapMesiana, Uau clofa, nai s1 TeOsl MoLenyo,
a B CMbICJIE — BOT U KOHYMJIOCH BCEJIEHCKOE OAMHOYECTBO U HEHYKHOCTB!
U Bo ®paHKdypT Ha IpMapKy OHU BMecTe jeTanu, U K AHHe MocudoBHe
Ha nauy e3nunu!.. MHTepecoB oOIIMX ThbMa, U BCErna eCTh O YeM MOTOBO-
puthb. U Bcsikoe Takoe.

OHa cKkpuBWJIaCh U OTXJIEOHYJa Yato. AJleKC MoJTJall.

— Hy a nmorom 6611 a00pT — Bpone paHo pebeHKa, He KO BpeMeHU, 1aBait
MOJO0XIEM, TTOXKUBEM IS ce0s1. DT MeCHU HaM M3BECTHBI. Yero Tam paHo,
BCEM 3a TPUILIATh, Y BCEX 3apIUIaThl-KBAPTUPbI-MaIIMHBI!.. — OHa MaxHyj1a
pYKO#. — YX Kakue ecTb, HO Bellb €CTh XK€, 0]l MOCTOM HUKTO HE CITUT U B
o01IeXXuTUU He Tiponucad. Ho pebeHka Bce-Taky HYy>KHO ObLIO UCTPEOUTD,
U €T0 UCTPEOMIU. A IOTOM 0Ka3aJIoCh, KCTAaTH, BCKOPE TocJie abopTa, 4To OT
HETOo napalijieIbHBIM KypCOM ellle KaKasi-To Aypa 3abepeMeHea, M BOT TaM
Kak pa3 pebeHOK OyneT, yXXe Ha MOIX0Ae COBCeM. A IBOUX, Aa OT Pa3HBIX
0a0, emy He Hano, eue Obl! A y Katu Kak pa3 B 3To BpeMsl MaMa yMepJia,
" B OOIIEM... — TYT NucaTeNbHUIIa [ToMMBaHOBa BCKOUYMJIA, CKa3alla, 4ToO
€1 Hy>KHO TTOJOTPETh YAWHUK, W YILJIA.

Korna BepHyachk, HOC y Hee OBLT COBEPIIIEHHO KPaCHBI.

— Bot maxxe MHe TsIKesno, — cKasajla oHa ¢ cepaueM. — Jlo cux mop
Tsikeso! A eit kakoBo?.. KoHeuHo, oHa koraa ero B «Yuau» yBumana, Tak
M 3aKaTUJIa UCTePUKY Ha BCE U3ATEIbCTBO, HUUETO B 3TOM HET HU CThIM-
HOTrO, HU yXacHoro. XoTure, ropsiuero 1o6asmo?.. — OHa B3su1ach 3a yaii-
HUK Y MOHYypuiIach. — XOTb Obl MBI OCTAJICS. A TaK... HI MaMbl, HU
pebeHka. Hukoro u Hudero. ToJIbKO CO3HaHME, UTO BCE 3TO BPEMSI PSIIOM
ObL10 uynoBMIlie. Mep3Koe, CKOJIb3Koe, MOII0€ U BOHIOUEE.

— He mraubTe, Mans.

— Jla magHo! — OHa LIMBITHYJIa HOCOM, BbIXBaTUJIa caladeTKy U cTana
SIPOCTHO TePeTh CBOM MHOTOCTpaaalibHbIil Hoc. — M Kak ero B uaaaresb-
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CTBO-TO TIyCTWJIM, HEMOHSITHO! Y Hero cama AHHa IPOMyCcK oToOpana
1 OXpaHHMKaM CKa3ajia, YTOObl HOT'M ero He ObLIO B «AJipaBuTE»!

OHa mBbIpHYJIa candeTKy Ha CTOJ U cTajla MaJIeHbKUMMU IJIOTKAMU ITUTh
yaii, ObICTPO-OBICTPO.

— Ero yBonuna Auna MocudosHa?

— A oH cam u He ymen 0b1! YTto Takoro-to?! Hy, amypHu4an ¢ onHoi,
MOTOM Ha JIPYTyIo MepeKUHYJICs, MoayMaelib, GyHT usiomy!.. Y nis 3no-
POBBSI XOPOIIIO, U IS Kapbepbl. KaTs meByirka Hermyrasi, K HauyaJbCTBY
OsM3Kasl, ycrellHasi, BiBoeM oHU Ooibiias cuia! OH U He TTOHST HUYeTo,
MOBEPUTh HE MOT, UTO €r0 BCepbe3 BHICTABSAT, Aa €Ile MOYTU C «BOJYbUM
oueTom»!

— Yto 31O 3HAUUT?

— Jla Huvero He 3Ha4nT. KOHEUHO, MO CcTaThe €ro HUKTO YBOJIbHATH HE
cTajl, AHHA HU 3a YTO Obl HE pellInaach Ha OTKPBIThIM CKaHAA, AaXe ecu
OBl TpUAYMAJIU KaKOe-HUOYIb «CITy>keOHOE HECOOTBETCTBUE», HO Y HAC Be/b
pabota ouyeHb crieunduyeckasi, rpasaa’?..

AJleKC KUBHYJI, TIOHSITUS HEe UMesl, KaKylo UMEHHO paboTy OoHa UMeeT
B BULY.

— Bce npyr npyra 3HalOT — aBTOpbI U3naTeneil, u3naTeand KHUTO-
TOProBIIEB, KHUTOTOPTOBIIbI ONITOBUKOB, M TaK 1o Kpyry!.. I cama He
cJblllazia, KOHEYHO, HO TOBOPSIT, AHHA IToobeliaia, YTo paboTaTh B M3aa-
TeJbCKOM OU3Hece 3TOT (epT HUKOTIa 00JIblle He OyaeT. DTo Ha caMOM
Jiesie o4eHb MpocTo caenars! Beero mapy 3soHkoB Osiery ['onukoBy, 3TO
U31aTeNbCTBO «DCcHO», JIbBY MouceeBuuy u3 «TAC», Hy, u JleaeHeBoii
MapuHe, KoTopasi — KHUXHbIA Mara3uH «MockBa»! OHa o4yeHb yBa-
JXKaeMblil yesoBek B oTpaciau. M rotoBo neno. HukTo HMKorma HuUKyaa
HE BO3bMET.

— W rae ceituac BecenoBckuii?

— A B koibace! Yero Bbl cMeeTech? Ha konbacHoili ¢habpuke, KISHYCh
Bam! To 1 B oTHmesie MapKeTWHTa, TO JIU B KajapaX, YTO-TO B 3TOM pOJe.
W MoxeT ObITh, BOT 3Ta caMasl Kojibaca, — MpOBO3Iacujia OHa HU C TOTO
HU C Cero, — MpOu3BelAcHa MPU HETOCPEICTBEHHOM yYacTHUM TOJUIOTO,
MEp3KOTO Y BOHIOYETO UyloBMIIIA!..

Mang BbIOpasia Ha TapejKe KyCOK IMOTOJIE U OTIpaBUia €ro B POT
C MCTUTEJIbHBIM BUIOM.

— A BBI Yero, pacciiefioBaHue BeieTe, 4To Ju? — CIpocuiia oHa, Mpo-
’keBaB. — BOT TOJIbKO He BpUTE ceifuac, 4To BB, KaK HOBBII Y€JIOBEK B U3/1a-
TeJIbCTBE, 3HAKOMUTECHh ¢ 00CTaHOBKOI! BpaTh MHe Hesb3sl. Bo-mepBbix,
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