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BarpoBbrit, Kak TOpoXXKa CBeXell KpOBH, TTOE3]T ITOJI3 MEXKITY CEPBIMM XOJT-
MaMU BepeCcKOBbIX MycTolueii. OH BbIKAIUIUBAJ Tap U3 TPYObl TOKOMOTH-
Ba, CKPUIIEJ U CKPEXeTas, 1a U BOOOIIE BBIIJIsIAEA TakK, OYATO BOT-BOT
pa3BaJUTCsI, HO, HECMOTPSI HU Ha 4TO, YIIPSIMO TIPOOMPAJICST BCe MaIbIIe
Y Jajibliie Ha BOCTOK. BaroHsl Kayajuch U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, Kojeca
CTYJaJId 10 PesIbcaM, YTPIOMO CBETWJIMCH PhIKUE I1a3a-0KHa.

TymaH BIUTOTHYIO TIOACTYTIAI K TIO€3TY, U YeIOBEKY BIICUATIIUTEIIHBHOMY
MOIJIO ObI TTOKA3aThCsl, UTO B HEM MPONISIbIBAIOT 3bI0KUE OuepTaHus pu-
ryp B MaJIbTO M LIJISATIAaX, a MHOI, KpoMme Oenecoii 6ecchopMeHHOI MIIbI,
HUYEro ObI TaM He YBUICIL.

3a OMHUM U3 OKOH IOCJEIHEr0 BaroHa, B eIMHCTBEHHOM KYyIle BO BCEM
rmoe3e, Tae He Topesl CBeT, BUIHEIaCch Ubsi-TO rojioBa. [010Ba 3Ta mpucio-
HWJIACh K CTEKITY, JINIIO OBUIO TIPUKPBITO TEMHO-3eJIEHO TBUIOBOM ITUISTION.
Yenosek craj. XoTs ClaTh €My OCTaBaJOCh HEAOJTO.

— I1pOCHUCE... — eaBa CIBIITHO MPOoJIeNeTal TOHEHbKII ITUIMIA TOJI0C.
— IIpOCHUCH... — BTOPWII €My IPYTOIA.
— IIpOCHUCH... — MOAKITIOUMJICS TPETHUIA.

YepHoe omesisto, KOTOPBIM YKPBIJICS CIISIINI YeTOBEK, 3alIeBeIMIOCH,
M 0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHO OYITO OBI CIUIETEHO M3 YTOJIbHBIX ITUYBUX TIEPbEB, —
Ja ¥ HE OIEesJI0 3TO ObLIO BOBCE: YejoBeKa B KyIlle CILIOLIb OOJICITUIN
yepHbIe NTUIBI! KOroTKM 11aparaim KoxXy CKBO3b OEXkIy, TOHKUE OCTPhIC
KJTFOBUKH THIKAJIU Y KOJIOJIH IPYIb, TUICYN, PYKH, 1 C KasKIBIM MTHOBEHM -
€M 3THU YKOJIbI CTAHOBMIIUCH Bce OoJie3HeHHee. Ha KocTioMe MOsIBUIUCH
IBIPBI, U3 MTAJIBTO TIOJIC3IM HUTKH, a Ha pyOallrke, BIUTHIBAsICh B TKaHb,
npoctynuia KpoBb. OHA W3 NTUL] BOH3WJIa KIIOBUK MEXAy peOpamMu
crsiero yejaoBeka. OH B3APOTHYII M 3aBOPOYAICS, Y TOTIA MITULIBI HAYaIu
TIeTh U CBOPAYMBATHCS, PacIamasich MbUTbIO, KaK 3aChIXalolne OTaBIIre
JIUCThsI. YepHOE OIesuIo MCUe3JI0, CJIOBHO €T0 HUKOIAa M He OBUIO, HO TO-
JIoca MPOIOJIKAIM 3BYYaTh:




— IIpocHuck, TpoCHUCH, TPOCHUCH... [IpocHUCH!

[llenot npeBpaTuics B MPOH3UTENbHbBINM KPUK, KOJieca BaroHa yIapuinch
0 CTBIK MEXY peJibcaMu, BaroH TpsixHyJsi0, U Buktop KoHmt ounyscs.

OH yOpaJs nUISITy ¢ JINIIA, IIOTep 3acTaHHbIe I71a3a U CeJl POBHO. 3¢BHYB
B Ky/1aK, BUKTOp JIeroHbKO MoMaccupoBaji OHEMEBIIYIO OT HEYTOOHO MO3bl
1IeIo.

B ky11e 6BITO XOJIOMHO ¥ TEMHO: KEpOCUHOBAs JIaMIIa Ha OTKUIHOM CTO-
JIMKE MOTYyXJ1a. 32 OKHOM TyMaH 3aTsIHYJ1 CO00I Bce BULMMOE IPOCTPAHCTBO,
u BukTopy mokasangock, 4To, TTOKa OH CITajl, MUp 3a TpeneTamMu moesna
ncue3. BpeMeHamu Brajieke BCIIBIXMBAIN U Cpa3y Xe Taciy OTHH, CIOBHO
MyCTOLIM MOAMUTUBAIN He J0 KOHIIA MTPOCHYBILEMYCS Maccaxupy, — 3TO
OBLTH TO T ceMadOpbl Ha IMapajuIeTbHOI BeTKe XKeJIe3HOM TOPOTH, TO JIN
npocto (poHapu pabounx ¢ 6OIOT, TO JIMU...

BukTop BApYT MOYYBCTBOBAJ 1lIeBEJIEHUE HATTPOTHUB U MOBEPHYJI TOJIO-
BY — TO, YTO OH YBUIIEJ, 3aCTABIJIO €TO ITPOCHYTHCSI OKOHYATENIBHO. ..

IITrIIBI 13 eTo TToTy3a0bITOTO, PBAHOTO CHA MAPKU « CHISTIMIA TOPOXKHBIIA
COH» HE OCTaJIMCh IJIe-TO TaM, B BOTYMHE APEMBI, a TIepedpaiuch caenoM
3a HAM B KyIIe. Bcero nTuir 3Tux ObUIO OKOJIO IBYX TIOKWH — OHU pacKa-
YUBAJIMCh Ha CKPUITYYHX KePIOYKAX B HEOOBIIMX KJIETKAX U, CYIIs 10 BCe-
My, TIpUHAUIeKaIU MOXUIO0N namMe, cCuaeBIleit psaomM ¢ HUMu. Jlama risi-
Jiesia B OKHO U IIIeTIOTOM TTePECUMThIBaJIa BCITBIXUBAIOIINE B TYMaHEe OTHU
Ha ITycToIIax.

Brirnsiaena nmonyrymiia 10BOJIbLHO MpuuyaanBo. OHa KyTajlach B CEPYIO
MIEPCTSIHYIO ITaib, HACTOJBKO IJIMHHYIO M KaIlllaTylo, 9TO Oyaromaps it
HarloMHWHAJIa OTPOMHBIN CrOpOJIeHHBIN KOM IThUTH. Ha KploukoBaToM HOCY
CTapyxu CUJEIU OYKU C TOJCTBIMU CTEKJIaMM, U3-3a KOTOPHIX €€ Ija3a
Ka3aJIMCh IMTPOCTO TPOMATHBIMU, HO CAMBIM CTPAHHBIM B TIOTIYTUUIIEC ObLIa
IpsSIXJIasi OCTPOKOHEYHAsT, ¢ MSITBIMU ITOJISIMU IIUISITIA, KAKHe He HOCST YK
JIET 3TaK ABECTHU.

BukTop HECKPOMHO YCTaBMIICS Ha IIUISITIY U €€ XO3SIIKY, TIBITasiCh TIOHSTD,
OTKyZa OHHU 3IeCh B3SIUChH, BElb OH TOYHO ITOMHWII, YTO TEPEeI TeM, Kak
3aCHYJ, OH ObUI B KyI€ OJUH — TOJbKO OH W €ro CTpaxu, MpUCHINIaHHbIE,
OynTo Kode Kopulieit, TpeBOXHBIMU JOTaKaMU O OJIvKaiiiiemM OymyIieM,
0 TIPUOBITUU U O JIIOISIX, KOTOPHIX OH TaBHO HE BUICIT.

Korna ke crapyxa 3mech nosiBuiach?




BuxkTopa BOpyr moceTuiia CTpaHHasl MBICb, YTO MOIYTYMIIA YCelach
HaINpoOTUB OYKBaJIbHO 3a OMHO MTHOBEHUE 10 TOTO, KaK OH MPOCHYJICS.
A TIepen 3TUM IIPOCOYMIIACh B BaTOH CKBO3b KaKyl0-TO IIEJIb B BUIE KITOKa
TymaHa. Iy — mombITajICs OH YMEPUTh BOOOpakeHe — BCE OOCTOSIIO
HAMHOTO Mpo3anyHee, U OHA MPOCTO Mepecesia U3 APYroro Kyre.

BuxTop cHOBa 3¢BHYIL.

— 3apaBCTBYiTE, — ITO3I0POBaIACh ITOMYTYMIIA, OTOPBABIINCH OT CO-
3eplLaHusl TYMaHHBIX XOJIMOB. [0710C ee ObLT TYCThIM U BSI3KMM, KaK MeJl
B TOPIIIOYKE.

— 3apaBcTByiiTe, MaM. Bbl He OyneTe IPOTUB, €CIIU S 3aXKTy JIaMITy?

[TonoxXuB LISy HAa CTOMUK, BUKTOP MOTSIHY/ICS K KapMaHy 3a CIU4-
KaMHM, HO TTOITyTYMIIA TTOKaJajia TOJTOBOIA.

— O, g 6b11a ObI IPOTUB, — JaMa KMBHYJIA Ha CBOU KJIETKU. — Mou
JIFOOMMIIBI HE CJIUIIIKOM XaJYIOT SIpKUii CBET. Y HUX, IOHMMAaeTe JI, OYeHb
YYBCTBUTEbHBIC TJIa34...

— BT0 KTO Yy Bac? — BEXJIMBOCTU paay MMOMHTepecoBayicss BukTop. —
Hpo3nbi? XoTsi OHU OOJIbIIIE MTOXOXKM Ha MaJIeHbKHUX BOPOHOB...

— O! Hu Te 1 HU Apyrue, MOJIOJOM YyesloBeK! — Jama BHE3amHO 00-
pamoBaiach; OYEBUIHO, TUTOMIIBI SIBIISITTUCH €€ M3TI00JIEHHON TeMOit
1715 pasroBopa. OHa BceM TeJIOM MOBEePHYJIach K KJIETKaM U CKJIOHUIACh
HaI HUMHU, €IBa HEe 3a1eB MPYThS CTEKJIAMU OYKOB. — DTO YepHBIC Ka-
TapK# — pemyaiiinme u Kpacupeitmme mTuilbl! [ToMrMo MeHs, B AHTJINUT
X Pa3BOAUT JUIIb ¢3p MakTOpKoK u3 JIak-DauHa, 4To Ha rpaHUIIe
¢ llotnanaueit.

Buxrop Brsimescs B rui. To, 9To YepHBIe KaTapKyu penKre, OH TOITy-
CKaJl, TOCKOJIbKY HUKOTIA O HUX MPEXIe He CIbIIIai, HO BOT IO MOBOLY
MX KPacOTHI OH OBl TTOCTIOPIUT: 00J1afaTe I TOHKUX KIIFOBUKOB M MAaTOBBIX
I71a3 BBITVISIIEIIHN, KaK 3aCTBHIBIINE CTYCTKU CMOJIBL.

— 3Ha4uT, BBl UX Pa3BOIUTE...

— [la, a TOTOM HaXOXYy IJIs1 HUX HOBBIE JOMMKW. MOU MaJIbIIIIN HYKIa-
IOTCS B 3a00Te M yXxofe... — TyT momyTumiia oTopBaja B3IJISII OT IITHIL
1 BoH3MJIa ero B Bukropa. — Ilpoiily mpocTuTh MO0 HEyYTUBOCTh. FOm-
XUHUSA XOTTU... Mucc FOmkuamus XaTTu.

— BukTop Kanmi, — npeacraBuiicst Bukrop.

— Enere B Yanuxonu? B ornyck uiau o pabote?




«Jlyulie ObI OHA MTpOIOJIKAla HAXBAJIMBATh CBOMX MTUYEK», — MOAyMal
Bukrtop. OH He CAUMIIKOM-TO OO OTKPOBEHHMYATD C IePBbIMU BCTPEU-
HBIMU, HO 3aKOH BEXJIMBOCTU, K €0 OOJIBIIOMY COXAJICHUIO, HUKTO HE
otMmeHs1. [TapagokcanbHblil 3aKOH BEXJIMBOCTU... B cBOe BpeMsi OH He
romernan Bukropy ycTpouTb ckaHaal — 10 CyTH, cOeXaTb U3 oMa U yeXaTh
B CTOJIUILY 0€3 MAaTepUHCKOIO 0JIarOCJIOBEHUSI, — HO MPU 3TOM ceiiuac
00s13bIBaJI OTBEYATh KAKOM-TO HE3HAKOMOIi CTapyxe.

— Eny nomoii. K nmpa3gHuky.

— K npa3gHuKy? — HemoyMeHHO MOoAHsIa OpOBU MUCC XOTTH, a TIOTOM
ynblOHynachk: — A, KanyH! Hy koneuHo!

— A BbI? — crnipocusl BukTop, XoTs, 1Mo npasae, eMy He ObLIO Jena:
ceifyac Bce ero MbICJIM 3aHUMaJIo fpyroe. CTOMIO YIMBJIEHUIO OT HEOXKU-
JNAHHOTO BO3HUKHOBEHMSI MOMYTYULIBI OTCTYIIUTh, KaK K HEMY BEPHYJIMCh
ero npexHue crpaxu. Ckopo oH npuenet nomoil. Ckopo oH yBuaut Ee.
HutepecHo, OHa eMy 4TO-TO cKaxkeT? Mtm MosJa BBIIIBBIPHET 32 ITOPOT?

— A s... — mucc XoTTH IJIselia B IycTOTy Iepen coboit. OHa Takke
celiyac HaxoouWjIach MBICISIMU THe-TO AajieKo. — MeHd no3Baiu... S He
Obula B Y2JIMXOJIHE MHOTO-MHOTO JIET U €11I€ CTOJIbKO € HE MOSIBISIACHh
Obl, HO MOJAPOYKHM... 1a, TOAAPOUYKU, KOTOPHIMU OHU MEHSI 3aMaHWJIU,
crodat noe3nku. CTosIT TOro, 4ToObl 51 codpasa CBOIO JI0OMMYIO KOBPOBYIO
CYMKY M CBOUX MAJIbIIIEH B 1OPOTY.

«CTpaHHBII OTBET», — IOAyMal BUKTOp — 3/I0Belre HOTKHU B TOJI0CEe
9TOM YydaKOBaTOM KEeHIIMHBI TPOOYIUIN B HEM HESICHYIO TpeBory. YTo-To
C Hell Bce Ke ObLIO He Tak...

— 41 eny nmoBumath BHYKOB, — Jo0aBuiIa Mucc XaTTu, 1 BukTop npo
cebsl yCMeXHYJICsl COOCTBEHHOM MHUTEJIbHOCTU. — JlaBHO He Buaeaa Ma-
JIEHbKMX HETOMHUKOB — COBCEM I103a0bLIN CTapyIO.

BukTop nmomisigen B OKHO — BCE T€ e TyMaHHbI€ XOJIMBbI, BCE T€ Xe
OTHU, YTO TTOPOI Ha HUX BCIIBIXMBAIOT. ..

Mucc XaTTh NpoaoJiKMIa pacCcKa3blBaTh O CBOMX BHYKAaX, HO OH €€ He
caywai. Bukrtop ayman o TOM, 4TO €ro XJAeT, rajiajl, He COBEPIIWJI Ju
OlIMOKY, 1 CIIpallrBa ceosi: «3a4eM... Hy 3aueM Thl efelb JoMoii?» Cepa-
116 HACTOMYMBO TBepauiIo: « Huaero xoporrero Tedst TaM He XKIST».

CeMb MPOIUIBIX JIET OH OTIPABJISUT OTKPBITKU K MPpa3nHUKaM, U 3TOro
Bcerna xpaTano. M3 qoma mpuxoaniv mpocTpaHHbIe U AYIIEBHBIE, YeM-TO
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HaroMMHAIOIIME BbIACPKKHU U3 JIMYHOTO THEBHMKA MUCbMa CECTPBbI, SIpDKUE
Y TIECTPbIE cCaMOJENbHbIE OTKPBITKY MJIAIINX YJIEHOB CEMbU U JOOPOIYILI-
Hble, 0€33200THbIE, MOAYAC AHEKIOTUYHbIE TTOCIAHUS A At0IIKU. Enie Obuin
nrcbMa OT OTLA, B KOTOPBIX MEXY CTPOK MPOIJIsiibiBaja HeM30bIBHAS
Tocka: Koraa Bukrop uuran oTioBCKMe NMHUCbMa, €ro He TTIOKUAAIO OLIyIe-
HUE, YTO OH BOBCE HE JAEPKUT B PyKax MOKPBIThI YEPHUIAMU JIUCT Oyma-
T'W, a CTOUT Tepejl paclaxHyThIM B XOJIONHOE YTPO OKHOM...

EmMy nucanu nmouytu Bce, ToJbko OHAa — HUKOTAA.

B sTom rogy BukTop, Kak 00bIYHO, TOMOIT HE cOOUpalIcsl — y HEero ObLI0
MHOTO paboThl, OJU3UIICS MPA3AHUK, TeM 00Jiee TOCMOAUH PEeIaKTOp Tpe-
0OOBaJl OCBETUThH IIIYMUXY BOKPYT X3JJIOYMHCKOTO JlepeBa, KOTOpoe HEU3-
BECTHO OTKY/1a MOSIBUJIOCH BAPYT HOUbIO B [pUHBUUCKOM mnapke. Buktopy
He Tepreyioch yBUAETh BCe CBOMMM IVla3aMu — elle Obl, Belb HA 3TOM Je-
peBe POCJIU... THIKBBHI.

OH BJIe3 B MAJIBTO, MOAXBATHII CAKBOSIK C (pOTOAIIITapaToM 1 TTOPTaTUB-
HbIM (hoHOrpacdoM; 1UISIIA 3aHs11a TTOJOXKEHHOE el MECTO Ha pacTpernaH-
HBIX pbIKUX Bojocax. HamaTbiBast Ha 11eto mapd, oH yxke MOBEpHYJICS ObLIO
K BbIXO[Y, KOT/IA... B 1LEJb IJIs1 TMCEM B IBEPU MPOTUCHYJICSI KOPUUHEBDII
KoHBepT. [1ageHn10 KOHBEPTa Ha KPYIJIbIi 3eJIeHbI! KOBPUK COMYTCTBOBA-
JI1 601 AeAYIIKUHBIX YaCOB B TOCTUHOM M TPOXOT B3BOJTHOBAHHOTO CepAlIa.

BukTop 3acTbll B HeJlenoit mo3e, OyATo mepcoHax Ha ¢gororpadun,
BbIXBAUEHHBIN M3 XXKM3HU B MOMEHT ILUISICKU ¢ mapdom. OH He crelu
OpaTbhb KOHBEPT, MOCKOJIbKY YK€ 3HaJl, OTKyIa UMEHHO TOT MpUILe, a ellle
€T0 MOCETUJIO HEMTPUSTHOE MPEAYYBCTBUE: KaXKETCs, X2/UIOyuHCKOMY Jle-
peBy B [pUHBHUUCKOM IapKe He JOBEIETCS CErolHsI PacKpPbITh €My CBOU
TalHBI.

BukTop nipuiien B ce0si, HarHyJics ¥ Noao0paJl KOHBEpT.

ITonyuarenn:
«Mp. Buxmop Ksnoa, Poydeyo-napk, 34, Jlondon, Coedunennoe Kopones-
cmeo».

OTnpaBuTeNb:
«Mucc bemmu Caiizmop, Kpuk-Xoan, Yanuxoan, epagpemeo Jccexc, Co-
edurennoe Kopoaeecmeo».




Bce BepHo, nuceMo u3 noMa. Ho xto takast ata bertu Caitzmop?

[Tanbupl BukTopa apoxanu, Koraa OH BCKpPbIBaJl KOHBEPT U pa3Bopa-
yuBaj McbMO. C OHOI CTOPOHBI, €TI0 O0JICBAJIO JTFOOOIBITCTBO, HO C APY-
roii, eMy COBCEM H€ XOTeJIOCh Y3HaBaTh, YTO BHYTPHU... JIIOOOMBITCTBO
B351JI0 BEPX, U OH CJIOBHO OTKMHYJI KPBILIKY KOJOALA, KOTOPBIM JIET BO-
CEMBJIECAT HE TOJIb30BATUCH: U3 MUCbMA TSIHYJIO 3aTXJIOCThIO, ChIPOCThIO
W... OMACHOCTHIO. OHO ObLIO YEPTOBCKU CTPAHHBIM, 3TO MUCcbMO. [Touepk
ObUI HE3HAKOM.

«/lopoeoit Buxmop!

S docadvisarocsy, kKakoii 0pox 4yecme 8vi38an y mebs YKA3aHHblll HA KOH-
eepme adpec omnpagumens u Kakoe Hedoymerue — cmosujee mam ums. Ilo-
amomy cnepea xouy npuzhamocs: bemmu Caiizmop ne cywecmeyem — s 6bi-
dymana ee, noCKoAbKY He M02y 8bldamb cebs, ecau NUCbMO Nonadem He 6 me
DYKU...

A nuwy mebe ¢ npocvboii — Hem, ¢ M0Ab00IL! — 0 nomowu, 6edv, Kpome
mebs, 51 60abuLe HUKOMY He Mo2y doeepsamb. JI1000il u3z mex, Kmo 30ech jcugem,
MOJIcem yuacmeosams 8 mom, 4mo epsoem...

Tot doaxcen npuexamo kKak modxcho ckopee! B Kpuk-Xoane umo-mo 3ame-
saemcs... Ha npazonuk npuerauienvt onacnule u 6e34caiocmHuule AUMHOCMU,
u 6ckope dom 6ydem mHo2o00eH Kak Hukozoa. Hexmo no umenu Heponum...
On yarce 30eco, xoms ece ompuyarom smo. On 6podum cpedu Hac, HO éce de-
AQOm U0, Ymo e2o Hem.

Imo nucemo, s noaaearo, 3acmano mebs 8pacniox, meds nepenosHsm
COMHEHUsl, HO, K COJCANCHUID, 51 He MO2Y PACKDbIMb 8 HeM 6ce2o (He me pyKu
nobauzocmu!). Koeda mot nepecmynuuis nopoe doma, mol cam éce noiimeutv!

Ilpowiy, noseps: 6ce 3mo He po3viepblil U He YA08KA, YMo0Obl 3aMAHUMb Mebsl
8 Yanuxonn. Ecau moi He omKAUKHeUIbCS, MO HAOessmbCsa MHe 001bULe He Ha KO02O.
Tlocnewu! byos ocmopooicer u, moato meos, gnemau!

P S. Koeda npuedewv domoii, nuxomy ne eosopu o nucvme. [lomnu: Ueponumb>

Ilonnuck oTCyTCTBOBAIA — JIUIIIL BHU3Y ObLIO BBIBEACHO: «Kpuk-Xoan».
K nucemy npunarancs o6uner Ha noe3n. M... Bce. [lonnmuHHasg 3araaka,
3aragaHHasl B HECKOJIbKMX YEPHUJIbHBIX CTPOKAX.




BukTop HecKkoIbKO pa3 nepeyrTay MMCbMO, HO HUYETO TaK U He MPo-
sscHuIoch. Uto Bce 310 3HauuT? KTO Ha caMoM Jejie CKpbIBAaeTCs IO,
niceBmoHuMoM «bertn CaitsmMmop»? B yeM UMEHHO MOTYT y9acTBOBaTh
oburarenu goma? YUro rpsimetr? U eme MepoHUM 3TOT CTpaHHBIIA. ..

HecmoTpst Ha JII0OOIBITCTBO, OH HEe cOOMpaJcs aeaaTh TO, YTO MPOCUII
HEU3BECTHBII OTIPABUTENb... HE COOMpPAJCs, a 3aTeEM CJIOBHO KaKasi-TO
He3puMasl cuiia 3acTaBuia ero 3a0bITh 000 BCeM, O YeM OH AyMaJll Tepen
TeM, KaK OTKPbLI KOHBEPT, U BCIOMHUTD O XHU3HU, KOTOPYIO OH Ha3bl-
BaJ1 Kpatko «To, Buepa», Bcerna nmpearnoynTas CMEHUTb TEMY, KOT/a KTO-TO
0 Heil 3aroBapuBaj. Ota He3puMasl Cuila TOJIKHY/IA ero B CIIUHY, OyKBalb-
HO BBIIIBBIPHYB 3a MOPOT JIOHIOHCKOM KBApTHUPHI, U MTOHECIA TTPSIMUKOM
Ha BOK3aJl. BOT Tak OH 1 OKa3ajicsl B 9TOM MOE3/E, B 9TOM BaroHe, B 9TOM
CaMoOM KyIIe...

JIBepb KyIe HEOXKMIaHHO OTKpbLIachk. Ee cTyk otopBan Bukropa oT Ts1-
JKEJIbIX MbICJIEH, a MUCC X3TTU — OT pacckasa O BeCbMa MOCPEICTBEH-
HBIX TOCTMKEHUSIX €€ HEMHTepeCHbIX BHYKOB. Ha mopore cTosi1 BICOKUI
4yeJ0BeK B JJIMHHOM CEPOM MajbTo U 1uisiie. Pyku My>XunHbI 6€3BOJIbHO
MOBUC/IY BAOJIb TYJIOBUILA, OH CCYTYJIWI IJIEYW W BbIABUHYJ BIIEPEN LIEIO.
Ha 6aenHoM juiie yuTasach cMepTeibHash yCTalOCTb.

HesHnakoMell npuHec ¢ co6oit xoaoa. CKBO3HSIK MPOIIIeScs 10 Horam
Buxkropa, u emy crasno 356Ko. Ha Koxe BbICTYWIM Mypaliku, 30 pTa Ipu
JbIXaHUW Hayaa MOJAHUMATbCS Map: TOJKHO ObITh, KTO-TO M3 MAcCakupoB
OTKPbLJT OKHO B KOHIIE BaroHa, a MPOBOAHUK U HE 3aMETHUI.

C MOSBAEHUEM MYKUYMHBI B MAJIBTO MITULIBI MUCC X3TTU HauyaJlud BECTU
ce0sl CTpaHHO — B HUX CJIOBHO YTO-TO BCEJIWIOCH: NTIepHAThIe MPUHSINCH
MPBHITaTh U MEJIBTEIIUTD [0 CBOMM KJIeTKaM, 0001Basi KPbLIbsSl O MIPYThSI.

— I'BMHH... — IPOroBOPUJI HE3HAKOMEL] 3ayHBIBHO, OyATO 3eBas. —
I'sunn MoynuHr. Bel 3Haere ee?

— D-3-3... Her, nmpocture, — HemoHuMalole oTBeTus Bukrop u no-
misgaea Ha muce XoTTu. [ITuuHuIIa MPUCTATBbHO CMOTpPENa HAa HE3BAHOTO
TOCTSI.

A TOT OyaTO OBI U HE YCJIbIIIAT OTBETA.

— Mos munas I'BUHH... — cO CTOHOM mpoaoskan oH. — OHa Obuia
HecyacTHa M cienaia To, uyto caenana. f He BuHIo ee. Ho... I'BUHH, Mos
muias [BuHH... Kak e s xouy Te6s1 yBUIETh BHOBb.




CroxuBuiasicsl CUTyalus nokasaiach BUKTopy KpaiiHe Hesenoii.

— IIpoctute, Mbl He 3HaeM [BUHH, — cKa3aJl OH TBepa0. TaKM TOHOM
OH OOBIYHO Pa3roBapuBajl ¢ HA30MJIMBBIMU KOMMUBOSIXKEpaMu. — bynbre
n0OpbI, 3aKPOTE IBEPb. 31eCh HACTOSIIIINI CKBO3HSIK. XOJIOTHO!

MyuuHa B NajbTo He oTBeTUI. OH MPOCTO MOBEPHYJICS U ToLIaral
10 MPOXOAY MPOYb.

— Bit!

BuxTop pe3ko momHsIcs Ha HOTU; 3a[eTast UM LILJIsTIa yrajaa co CTOIU-
ka Ha noJ1. [Tomoiiis K ABEpU, OH BBITJISIHYJ B TPOXoA. TaM HUKOTO He ObLIO.
MyxuuHa, cipalivBaBiluii 0 [BUHH, BEpOSITHO, 3allle]l B COCETHee KYTIE.
BuxTop pasnpakeHHO MOMOPILIMIICS U 3aTBOPUJI ABEPb. A 3aTeM BEPHYJICS
Ha CBO€ MECTO y OKHa.

— Baina msina, Mosionoit yenoBek. — IlomyTunia yciayKJanBo MpoTsi-
HyJa BUKTOpY €ro ronoBHoii yoop.

— bnarogapio. — B3sB nuisiny, oH KMBHYJ Ha 3aKPBITYIO 1BEPb. —
CrpanHo, npasaa?

— He Buxxy Huuero crpaHHoro. OHU Bce BO3BpaIllalOTCsl TOMOIA. ..

Ee orseT b ycyryoua abcypaHOCTb IPOUCXOIALIETO.

— Kto0 «oHMn»?

— Te, KTO TOKMHYJI TOM.

— Ha yX... — npobopmotan Bukrop u nmogyman: «CrnpammBaercs,
U TOYEMY HeJIb3sl TOBOPUTH Mo-yenoBeyecku, Kak B Jlonnmone? Bot oHa,
HEyMOJIMMO MPUOJIMKAIOIIAsICS YepTOBa poiHast MPOBUHIIMS C ee UyaaKa-
MW».

— Bbl He 3HaeTe, CKOJIBKO elle OCTaloCh 10 YaauxoaHa? — CIpOoCU
OH, COMHEBAsICbh, YTO MOJYYUT BHSITHBII OTBET.

— CraHumsa YaauxojH OymeT 4epe3 YeThbIpe Jyaca TPUAIATh BOCeMb
MUHYT, — HE 3aJyMbIBasiICb HU HAa MTHOBEHUE, OTBETUJIA MUCC XOTTHU.
JIoKHO OBITh, Y Hee Ie-TO IMOJ, b0 TUKaJI UAeaTbHO TOUHBIN XpPOHO-
METp WJIM OHA MPOCTO cKazajia MepBoe, YTO MPUIILIO €ii B rojioBy. BukTop
He CTaJl B1aBaThCsl B MOAPOOHOCTH.

— Torna Bbl He MTPOTUB, €CJIU S MMOCTUTIO TAE-TO... M-M-M... YeThIpe Yaca
TPUAIATH MMSTh MUHYT?

— Kak g Mory ObITh IPOTUB Balllero cHa? — IMOIyTYMILA TPUIILYPU-
nack. — Ho BbI TOKHBI TOMHUTD, YTO COH B ITYTU OIMACEH.




— YewMm xe? — yausuiics Bukrop.

— Brl nojiaraere, 4To MpOCTO 3achillaeTe U eaeTe cede Jaiblie, a IOTOM
MPOCHITTaeTeCh, W KMU3Hb MTPOMOJIKACTCS KaK HU B YeM He ObIBajo, Tak?
A Bot 1 HeT! He monumaete? [1oka BbI criuTe, MPOMU30MTH MOXKET BCSIKOE.
K nmpumepy, moesn cBepHET Kyaa-TO HE TyJa U Bbl IPUOYIETE B TAKOE MECTO,
0 KOTOpOM JIyullle Jaxe He 3aayMbiBaThes. Mu emne Xyke: ObITh MOXET,
BBl HUKOTIJIA TaK U HE TIPOCHETECh, a BMECTO BaC Ha Ballleil CTAaHLIMU, TIPU-
KUABbIBAsSICh BAMU, COMIET KTO-TO Apyroii. [Toka momIMHHBINA BhI THE-TO
TaM — TOTEPSTHBI B TEMHOM KYTI€ KaKOro-TO Ioe3/a B IycTolax... — Mucc
XoTTH TIonpaBuja OYKU U BAPYT paccMmesiiach. — O, He CMOTPUTE TaK —
1A s1 e 11y4y, pa3yMeeTcsl... A eCJIM CEpbe3HO, TO BCE K& CTOUT MOPOii ObITh
YyTOUYKY MEHee OECIeUHbIM: Bbl HE MOXeTe 3HaTh, KTO 3ali[ICT B Ballle KyTIe,
MOKa Bbl CIIUTE, KTO CSIIET HATIPOTUB M KaKasl BCTpeya He 3HAaYUT HUYEro,
a KakKasl 3Ha4yuT... 4YTO-TO.

BukTop KMBHYJI, HEMOHSATHO C YeM comiaiiasich. Ilociae yero BHOBb
HaABUHYI LISy Ha JIMLIO U 3aKpbll I1a3a. M XoTh OH He IoBepsil 3Toit
SIBHO cyMacllealieit XeHIuHe (OHa 3alpoCcTo MOIJIa YTO-TO YKPACTh WU
BBITBOPUTH €llle KaKylo-HUOYIb MAKOCTh), €ro YCIIOKOWI CICIYIOIINIA
MpayvHbIii BBIBOI: «Bpsiz I co MHOI1 ceityac MOXET CIIyUUThCS YTO-HUOYIb
Xy>Ke BO3BpalleHUs IOMOI, KOTOpOE BCKOpe MeHsI oxkuaaeT. M MoXeT ObITh,
Jlaxke JIydlille, eCJIv Moe3]l CBepHEeT He Tyla WX BMECTO MEHSI Ha CTaHLIMU
COIIET KTO-TO Apyroii. Ml Torga KTo-To Apyroit BMECTO MEHSI TIPUAET JOMOIA.
U Bce, uTO HaMeUyaeTCsl, CBAJIMTCS HA HEro...»

C 3TOi1 IOTUYHOM MBICITBIO OH U 3aCHYIL.

IMoesn xauHyscst ¥ BcTan. BUKTOp ToXe KauyHyJCs U CTYKHYJICSI TOJIOBOI
o crekJyo. [nsna cnerena ¢ MaKylIkKy U yriajia Ha JlamIly, OyATO Ha CelM-
aJIbHO MpeqHa3HAUYEHHYIO JIJIs1 Hee TTOICTaBKY.

— VYanuxonH! — 3a OKHOM pas3iaBajicsl TPyOHBIl, KaK T'yI0K MapoBo3a,
rOJIOC BCTPEUYAIOUIETO MACCAXKUPOB CTAHLIIMOHHOTO CMOTPUTENS. — Y2JIU-
XOJTH!

Buxrop ornsnen Kyne — HUKoro... [lycroe cuaeHbe HalmpOTUB BBITJISI-
JIEJI0 TOCKJIMBO U 1aX€ HECKOJIBKO YrpioMo. He ObL10 HM HaMeKa Ha TO, UTO
TaM BOOOIIIe KTO-TO HEaBHO HAXOAWJICS: TIepHATbIN WJIM Ke B OUKax U He-
JIETOM OCTPOKOHEUHOM LILIATE.




BukTop moxitonain cedst To KapMaHaM, ITOCJIe YeTO TIPOBEPUI 3aMKHU
Ha cakBosike. [Toxoxe, NITUYHUIIA BCe XKe Oblia He U3 TeX, KTO 00upaeT
COHHO-IOBEPUYMBBIX MIOMTYTYMKOB: M OYMaKHUK, ¥ OWJIET, a TAKXKe — OH
YIOCTOBEPUJICS OTHEIbHO — MHChMO OT bertn CaiiaMop HUKyIa He
NEJUCh.

BuxkTop BOpyr moiimMan ce0si Ha TOM, YTO YK€ B TSITHIN pa3 OTKPHI-
BaeT M 3aKpbIBaeT 3allleJIKK Ha cakKBosmke. EMy cOBepIIeHHO He XOTe-
JIOCh HalleBaTh MaJbTO U OOMATHIBATh LIEIO 3TUM YAYLIAIOMIUM I1apdom.
He xoTtenoch BcTaBaTh M KyJaa-TO WITH. ..

MuMO OKHa ITPOIIIe] CTAHIIMOHHBIN CMOTPUTENTB B IMMHEN U (hypaxkKe.
B pyke oH nepkai KOJ0KOJ, 3aIMBAIOIINIACS, KaK KOT, KOTOPOMY TpUILe-
MW IBEPHIO XBOCT. [apKHYB OdepeaHOe «YaIMXOJIH», CITy>Kalllnii BOK3a-
J1a TIpuBel BUKTOpa B 49yBCTBO.

«HeunsbexHoe, kak roBopurt 1ed, HeU30eXKHO, — MOAYMall OH, — IO~
9TOMY WY ThI BBIITYCTUITL TUPAXK, WM TeOsI COAYT B TUPAX — TPETHETO
He naHo. Tak 4yTo oTpbIBail 3aMHUILY OT culeHbs1, KaHai, u BOepen».

— Bnepen, — nomMopiuics Buktop ¢ mpe3peHueMm K camomy cebe
U CBOEY HEPEIINTETLHOCTH.

OH nogHsIICS PHIBKOM, OyATO OBl OTKJIEUBast ce0sl OT CUIeHbsl. MTrHO-
BeHUE — Ha IyroBUIIbl MUIXaka. MrHoBeHue — Ha nanasro. Lllapd —
CITUPAJIBIO BOKPYT IIeu. [lepeMecTuTh MUY ¢ JJaMIThl Ha MaKyIIIKy, He
3a0BITh CAKBOSTK...

BuxTop comien ¢ mOmHOXKY Ha MOIIEHHBIH TIMTKOM MEepPOH U MOrpy-
3UJICS B YTPEHHUI TyMaH U MapoBO3HBIN Map. OH MIHOBEHHO YTOHYJI
B TOJITIE OTIPABJISIOIINXCSI, BCTPEYAIOINX, HOCHIBIIUKOB C UX BE3IECY-
LIMMU TeJIeXXKaMU U TTPOJIaBLIOB C MX HE MEHee BE3AeCYIIMMU MepPeHOCHbBI-
MM JJOTKaMU. M BIPYT B 3TOM IIEBEJISIIEMCS B CEPHIX KITy0ax MHOTOTOJIO-
BOM, MHOTOHOTOM ¥ MHOTOUYEMOIAHHOM cyIecTBe Bukrop KaHmr yBumen
9TO JIULIO.

Bri10 BUIHO, YTO OHA 3aTOTOBMIJIA COBEPIIIEHHO MHYIO PEaKITNI0 — OBITh
MOXKET, Taxke XOJIOTHOCTh, CTPOTOCTh U €IKYIO0 OOMIY, — HO CTOMJIO MM
BCTPETUTHCS B3MISIAOM, KaK Ha ee rybax cpa3sy XKe pacriibuiach HIMPOKast
VIBIOKA, 1 BUKTOpP BCTIOMHWIT, TTOYEMY B IETCTBE HA3bIBAJI €€ JISITYIIIOHKOM.

IIpaBna, ceityac oHa Majo YeM HaITOMUHAJIa Ty KOCT/ISBYIO, HeCypas-
HYIO OIMHHAALUATUIETHIO JIeBYOHKY, KOTOPYIO OH OCTaBMJI 3[e€Ch CEMb




et Ha3an. [lepen HUM cTosiJla KpacuBasl AEBYILIKA B y3€HbBKOM 0OpPIO-
BOM TaJibTUIIKe. BoJoCHl 1IBeTa BOPOHOBA Kpblja TOpYAIU JJIMHHBIMU
NpsASIMU-TIEPbSIMU M3-T10/1 KPACHOM Bsg3aHO# 1manku. bonbiie Buktop
HUYEro pas3misiieTb He yCIe...

— Bux!

Ona Gpocuiiach EMy Ha 11110 ¢ TaKOI MOPbIBUCTOCTBIO, KaKasi BO3HUKA-
€T JIMIb B MOCAETHUIT MOMEHT 1 KOTOPYIO Helb3s 3aIlJlaHUpOBaTh 3apaHee.

BuxkTopy cTano HeloBKoO.

— 31paBcTBYii, Kpoxa Kpuc, — mpobopMoTall OH B YXO CECTpe — WM,
TOYHEe, B MPsiIb YePHBIX BOJIOC, 3aKPHIBAIOIIUX 3TO yX0. — S ToXe oYeHb
paja Tebs1 BUIETh, HO OOHUMAThCS C TOPOXKHOI CYMKO#1 B pyKe, 3Haelllb JIu,
HE OYeHb YIOOHO.

Kpuctuna Konmt oTcTpaHWIach U CHOBA clienalla «JIsITyLIIOHKa».

— 3aHynoii ObLT — 3aHYAO0M U ocTaicsd. A g-TO AyMasa, YHUBEPCUTET
1 JIoHI0H TeOs1 u3MeHuun!

— botoch, 3T0 UM 0Ka3aJloCh He MO, CUJTY.

Jlronu Bokpyr TofKanuch. Tydau crynanu no Horam Bukropa, uemo-
JIlaHbl OMJIKCh OKOBAaHHBIMM yIiiaMu B ero 6oka. Ilopoit kTo-To Gypuan
«M3BUHUTE», HO Yallle TTAaCCaXXUPHI Taxke He 3aMedaT TPUIMHEHHBIX UMU
HeynoOcTB. Ha cTaHIIMM ObLIO CAUIIKOM JIIOAHO JIJIsSI TAKOTO MaJeHbKOTO
ropoja, Kak YaJuxojH, U B OCHOBHOM IMEPPOH 3aIM0JOHWIN NPUOBIBIIKE.
BukTop peuni, 4To, Kak U OH, OHM NpUexaand K Mpa3aHUKY, KOTOPbIi
TOJIBKO 3[1€Ch, KaXeTCsl, U YMEIOT OTMeYaTh.

Cecrtpa paccMaTpuBaja ero He Moprasi. BUKTop moTyImv B3IJISIT: OH He
MOT JIOJITO CMOTPETD B 3TU OECITPOCBETHO YePHbIE I1a3a — TaKue Xe 11asa,
kak y Hee.

— JlagHo, nouuM ckopee oTcrofa.

KpuctrHa nonxsaTuia TSXKeJIeHHbI CaKBOSIK OpaTa U ¢ MOKa3HOM
JIETKOCTBIO TOTAalllUIa ero Mpoyb ¢ MeppoHa, MUMO BbITJIEBbIBAIOIINX
MOCJIEeIHUX MacCaKMpPOB BAarOHOB, OOJIBIIMX YACOB M OWMJIETHBIX Kacc.
BukTop cienoBan 3a cecTpoii, Kak coOa4OHKa Ha MOBOAKE, U OHU YXKe
MOYTH MOKUHYJIU 3MaHKe BOK3ajia, KOTaa BAPYT KOE-UTO MPUBJIEKIO €ro
BHUMAaHUE.

Ha onHoil U3 ckaMeek 3aja OXUAaHWS OH 3aMETUJ 3HAKOMYIo (hu-
rypy. BUKTop Mor 66l MOKJSICThCS, YTO BUAEA OCTPOKOHEUYHYIO ISy




U OJIeCHYBLIME TUIOLIKHA OYKOB, HO CTOMJIO MEXIY HUM U ObIBLIEH MOMYT-
YULEH MPOUTH KAKOMY-TO TOPOIISIIIEMYCS MACCAXUPY, KAK HA TOM MECTE,
[J€ OHA TOJIBKO YTO BPONE HAXOAUIACh, HUKOTO HE OKA3aJI0Ch.

— Dii! — paznancst conpoBOXIAEMbI LIETYKOM TaJIbLIEB BO3IJIAC OT BE-
peii. Oto KpucTtuHa mnpitajgach NpuBieyb ero BHUMaHue. — S moHuMarlo,
YTO Thl JOMOI HE TOPOIMIIILCS, HO Y MEHS €l1lIe JieJia B TOPO/Ie — HYXKHO
o gopore 3aexaTh 3a KpeHneabkoMm.

— TBoii yxaxkep? — HeBeceslo ycMexHyJicsi BukTop, monoiias K cectpe.
Bcnen 3a Hell OH MPOTUCHYJICS Yepe3 CTapylo Bpalllatollytocst 1Bepb. — Thl
HasbiBaelb ero Kpennenek? Kak oMmep3uTesbHO MUIIO. ..

— Xa! MoXHO cka3aTb, yXaXep — XJIOIOT OT Hero He MeHble! —
KpuctuHa 3B0HKO paccMmesuiach. — KpeHaeabkoM ero Ha3blBalo TOJb-
KO 5. 3a TO, UYTO OH BOPYET KpeHIeJIbKM U3 0Jt01a B TOCTUHOI. Boo06-
e, OH JIIOOUT, Koraa ero BeandaloT KoHHenau, — OoH y Hac MNTUILIA
tmecnaBHas. Ceityac KpeHnenek y BereprHapa — KakKas-TO HaIlacTh
¢ rmazamu. Otnanu nozapuepa. CeromaHs He TOJIbKO Thl BO3BpalllaellbCst
JIOMOJA.

— ToI uTO, 3aBena KaHApEHKY?

OKpyriauBILIKeECs TJa3a CECTPbl MOXKXHO OBbLIO UCIOJIb30BaTh B Kaue-
CTBE IBYX IeuaTeil moa JOKYMEHTOM, 3aBepsIIolnM, 4To Bukrop — 6071-
BaH.

— Ilouemy kaHapeiiky? KonHemiu — Kot!

— Hy TbI 4TO-TO roBopuIIa O THIECAABHON NTULIE, 51 U TTOAYMAJ...

— BOro xe ¢urypa peuu! A Bbl Bellb y Hac perioprep, muctep Konmn, —
BaM JIM He 3HaTh Takux Belei! Kanapeiika, XM...

— Ortctanb. — Bukrop Hacynuicsa. OH He BUHOBAT B TOM, 4TO ceifuac
MOYTU HEe cooOpaxaeT v OyATO Obl IUIBIBET MO BETPY, KAK OJUH U3 TUX
BJIAXKHBIX TYMAHHBIX KJIOUbEB, B OKWJAHUHU, TTIOKA €r0 He TTPUHECET K MO0~
pOry, KOTOPBIii OH C pagoCTbio 00011IeN OB CTOPOHOIA.

KpuctrHa cHoBa 1IEIKHY/Ia NadbliaMy — CyIIs 110 BCEMY, 3TO OblIa ee
HoOBasl BpeaHas MpYBbIuKa. PaHblile, Kak OH MOMHWJI, OHA TO U JIEJIO Yyeca-
Jla HOC, TIpUYeM BCel MATEPHE, YTO BBIMJISIEN0 KYTKOBATO.

— IMomuUmb «Apanmyner»? — crpocuia cecTpa ¢ YJIbIOKOM, TKHYB
MajblIEM B FPOMaJMHY, KOTOpas CTosijla y BXoJa B 3laHKe BoK3aJa.

BuxTop 3acTbli. DTO OBLI OH...






