


MONIYAHUE

B onHy NiyHHYI0 MalicKyto HOUb, KOTJa Mejn COJIOBbU, B Ka-
OuHeT K 0. MirHaTtuio Bolllia ero keHa. JIMIo ee BhIpaxKkauio
CTpajaHue, U MajleHbKas JIaMITOYKa IpoKaja B e€e pyKax.
IMomoiins K MyxXy, oHa KOCHYJIach €ro rieda W, BCXJIUITHYB,
cKasaja:

— Oren, noiizmem K Bepouke!

He noBopauuBas rojioBel, 0. UrHatuii moBepx O4KoB UC-
MOJAJI00bsl B3IJISIHYJT Ha TOMaAblo U CMOTPEJ IOJT0 U TpU-
CTaJIbHO, MIOKAa OHA He MaxHyJia CBOOOIHON pyKOUl 1 He OIy-
CTUJIACh Ha HU3EHbKUIA TNBaH.

— Kakwe BBl 00a ¢ Hel... 6e3:KaJloCTHbIe! — BBITOBOpUIIA
OHa MEJJICHHO, C CUJIbHBIM YIapeHUEeM Ha MOCJICTHUX CJIO-
rax, u 1o0poe, MmyxJjioe JUILIO ee UCKa3UJIOCh IpuMacoii 601 u
0XE€CTOYEHMSI, CJIOBHO Ha JIMIIE XOTeJla OHA IM0Ka3aTh, KaKue
9TO XXECTOKME JIOIU — MYXK €€ U 10Ub.

O. UrHaTuii ycMexXHYJICSI U BcTall. 3aKphIB KHUTY, OH CHSLI
OYKM, MOJOXWI UX B QymIsIp U 3agymalics. bombinasa yepHas
0opoaa, nepeBuTasi cepeOPSIHBIMU HUTSIMU, KPACUBBIM U3TU-
OOM JIerjia Ha ero Tpyldb U MEIJIEHHO MOIbIMAaNach IpU IIy-
OOKOM JBIXaHWU.

— Hy, notigem! — ckazain oH.

Onpbra CrernaHoBHa ObICTPO BCTaIa U MTOMPOCUIA 3aUCKU-
BalOLLIMM, POOKUM TOJIOCOM:

— Tonbko He Opanu ee, oren! ThI 3Haelb, Kakasl OHa...

Komnara Bepbl Haxoauiach B ME30HUHE, U y3€HbKasl Je-
peBSIHHASI JIECTHULIA THYJIACh U CTOHAJIA TIOJ TSKEIBIMU 111a-
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ramu o. Urnatusi. BeICOKUIT ¥ Ipy3HbBIN, OH HAKJIOHSLI TOJIO-
BY, UTOOBI HE YIAPUTHCS O ITOJI BEPXHETo 3Taxa, U Ope3rIMBO
MopIIuics, Korga 6enas KoTouyka XEeHbI clIerka 3aaeBalia
ero auio. OH 3HaJI, YTO HUYETO HE BBIMIET U3 UX pa3roBopa
¢ Bepoii.

— Yero a10 BI? — cnpocwmia Bepa, momHuMast ogHy 00-
HaXXeHHYI0 pyKy K Ii1a3zam. Jlpyras pyka jexajna nosepx oe-
JIOTO JIETHEro ojesijla U TOYTH He OTAejsIach OT HEro — Ta-
Kasi oHa Oblia OeJiasi, Tpo3padyHasi U XOJIOAHAsI.

— Bepouka... — Havajia MaTbh, HO BCXJIMITHYJIA U YMOJIKJIA.

— Bepa! — ckazan orelr, ctapasich CMSITYNATH CBOM CYXOi 1
TBEpABIA Tojloc. — Bepa, ckaxu HaM, 4TO ¢ TOOO0I0?

Bepa monuana.

— Bepa, pa3Be MBI, TBOSI MaTh U $I, HE 3aCTy>XKMBaeM TBOE-
ro noBepusi? Pazse Mbl He m06uM TebOs1? M pa3Be ecThb y Tebs
KTO-HUOYAb O0mke Hac? CKaxu HaM O TBOEM Tope, W, Io-
Bepb MHE, YEJIOBEKY CTapOMY U OIBITHOMY, TeOe OyIeT jerye.
Ha u HaM. [TocMOTpu Ha cTapyxy MaTh, KaKk OHa CTpajaer...

— Bepouxal!..
— M MHe... — CyXol TOJIOC OPOTHYJI, TOYHO B HEM UTO
MepeJIOMIIOCh, — W MHe, AyMaellb, jerko? Kak Oyaro He

BIKY $I, YTO IIOemaeT TeOsT Kakoe-To rope... a kakoe? U 4,
TBOM OTell, He 3Hato ero. Pa3Be MOJDKHO Tak OBITH?

Bepa Monyana. O. UtHaTU#l ¢ 0COOEHHOU OCTOPOXKHO-
CTbIO TIPOBEJI MO CBOEU OOpojEe, CIOBHO OOSJICS, UTO Hablibl
MIPOTUB BOJIM BOMBIOTCSI B HEE, U MPOIOJIKAIL:

— IIpotuB Moero keinaHus noexana Tohl B IletepOypr —
pasBe s OpOKJISLT TeOs1, ocnymHuny? Mnum neHer tebe He
nJaBan? WMnu, ckaxeub, He 1ackoB ObLI 51?7 Hy, 4To Xe MoJi-
yuib? Bort oH, ITeTepOypr-To TBOI!

O. UrHaTuil yMOJIK, U €My IpeACTaBUIOCh YTO-TO 0OJb-
1110€, TPaHUTHOE, CTpalllHOEe, IMOJHOE HEeBEAOMbIX OMAacHO-
CTe M YyXIbIX, PaBHOAYIIHBbIX JtoAeii. M TaM, oguHOKas,
cnmabast, 6su1a ero Bepa, n TaMm moryowim ee. 371as8 HEHAaBUCTh
K CTpalllHOMY U HEMOHSITHOMY TOpOAy MOIHSIACh B AYIE O.
WrHatusa u THeB IPOTUB J0YEPU, KOTOpPAs. MOJTYUT, YITOPHO
MOJTYHT.
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— IletepOypr 3mech HU IIpU YeM, — YIpIoMo cKa3zajia Bepa
U 3aKpblla I1aza. — A co MHoit Huuero. Maute-ka nyudiie
craTh, TIO3IHO.

— Bepouka! — nmpocToHana math. — Jloyeuka, 1a OTKpOii-
cs1 Thl MHe!

— Ax, Mama! — HeTepIieJMBO IIpepBaia ee Bepa.

O. UrHaTuii cen Ha CTYJI U 3aCMesUICs.

— Hy-c, Tak, 3HaunT, HU4YEro? — UPOHMYIECKU CIIPOCHII OH.

— Orew, — pe3ko ckazana Bepa, npunogHuMasich Ha 1o-
CTeIM, — ThI 3HAeIlb, YTO S JIFOOII0 TeOsT 1 MaMouky. Ho...
Hy, Tak, ckyyHo MHe HeMHOXKo. [IpoiigeT Bce 3T0. IIpaBo,
WINUTE JIy4dille CIaTh, U S CIAaThb XO4y. A 3aBTpa WM KOIIa
TaM — TOTOBOPHUM.

O. UrHaTuii mopbIBUCTO BCTal, TaK YTO CTYJI YOAPUJICS O
CTEHY, W B3sJ1 XXEHY 3a PYKY.

— Ioiigem!

— Bepouxka...

— Iloiimem, roBopio Tebe! — KpukHyna o. Urnatmii. —
Ecmu yxe oHa 0ora 3a0bli1a, Tak MbI-TO!.. YTO yXe MbI!

IToutu HacunbHO OoH BhiBesl Onbry CTenaHoOBHY, W, KOTIa
OHU cnycKaiuch no jectHuie, Onbra CrenaHoBHa, 3aMe-
JIsis 1Iarv, TOBOPUIIA 3JIBIM IIIETIOTOM:

— V-y! D10 THI, TION, caesal ee Takoil. Y Tebs nepeHsiia
OHa 3Ty MaHepy. Thl U OTBeTUIIb. AX 51, HeCYacTHasl...

M oHa 3amnakaina, 4acTo Moprasl IJa3aMu, He BUOS CTY-
MEeHEeK U TaK CIycKasl HOTYy, CJIOBHO BHU3Y Obljla MPOMNAacTh, B
KOTOPYIO i1 XOTeJI0Ch OBl yIacCTh.

C storo nHs o. UrHaTuii nepectan TOBOPUTH C A0YEPbIO,
HO OHa CJIOBHO He 3ameyuajia 3toro. [To-nmpexHeMmy oHa To Jie-
>Kajla y cebsl B KOMHaTe, TO XO[MJia M 4acTO-4acTo BhITUpaia
JIaIOHSIMU PYK IJ1a3a, KaK OYATO OHM ObUIM Y Hee 3aCOpPEHHI.
M, cnaBneHHasi AByMSI 3TMMM MOJIYAIllMMU JIIOIbMU, cama
JIIOOMBIIAS IIYTKY U CMeX, MOMaabs podesia u Tepsiach, He
3Hasl, 9YTO TOBOPUTH U UTO JIEJIaTh.

HMuorpa Bepa Beixomuia rynsth. Yepe3 Hemesato Tocie
pa3roBopa OHa BHIIILJIA BEYEPOM, 10 OOBIKHOBeHUIO. boiee
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He BUIAJIA ee XMBOIO, TaK KaK OHa B 3TOT Beuep Opocmiach
TIOJI TTO€31, U TTOe3/I MOToJIaM repepe3a ee.

XopoHui ee caM o. rHatuii. ZKeHbl B LIEpKBU He OBLIO,
TaK Kak IMpU U3BECTUHU O cMepTU Bephl ee xBaTui ynap. Y Hee
OTHSUIMCh HOTHU, PYKM U SI3bIK, 1 OHA HEMOJIBUXKHO Jiexaa B
MOJYTEMHOUN KOMHAaTe, MOoKa PsIOM C Helo, Ha KOJOKOJIbHE,
nepe3BaHUBaIM KojokKoja. OHa cibllana, Kak B BCE
U3 LEPKBU, KaK ILILJIM OPOTUB UX JoMa TeBUYMe, U cTapajach
MOIHSTH PYKY, UTOOBI MepeKpecTUThCS, HO pyKa He MOBUHO-
BaJjlach; XoTeja cka3ath: «IIpoiaii, Bepal» — Ho A3bIK Jexan
BO PTY TPOMAaIHBIN U TspKelbIiA. M 1103a ee ObljIa TaK CITOKO¥-
Ha, 94TO eCJM Obl KTO-HUOYIb B3MISTHYJI HAa Hee, TO TTomyMall
OBbI, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK OTIBIXaeT MM CITUT. TOJIBKO I1a3a ee
OBbLIA OTKPHITHL.

B uepxBr Ha moXopoHax ObUIO MHOIO Hapoay, 3HAKOMBIX
0. rHatusl U He3HaKOMBIX, U BCE COOpaBIIMECS Kajlesu
Bepy, yMepllyio Takoro y:KacHOIO CMEpPTbIO, M CTapaIUCh B
JIBUXEHUSIX U rojioce 0. UrHaTusi HaAWTU MPU3HAKU TsXKe-
Jioro ropsi. OHu He no0uau o. rHaTus 3a To, 4TO OH OBLIT
B 00XOXIEHUU CYpPOB M TOpll, HEHAaBUIEJ TPEIIHUKOB U HE
Mnpollal Ux, a caM B TO XK€ BpeMsl, 3aBUCTIMBBINA U XKaIHbIN,
MOJIb30BAJICSI BCSIKMM ClTydyaeM, YTOObI B3SITh C TIPUXOXKaHUHA
nuirHee. Y1 BceM XOTelnoCh BUAETh €r0 CTPAgaloINM, CIIOM-
JIECHHBIM M CO3HAIOIIVM, YTO OH BUHOBEH IBaXKIbl B CMEPTHU
JNOYepU: KaK XKECTOKUI OTELl ¥ IyPHOIA CBAIEHHOCTYXUTETD,
He MOTIIMIA yoepeub OT Ipexa CBOIO Xe IUI0Thb. M Bce MbIT-
JIUBO CMOTpEJIM Ha HEro, a OH, YyBCTBYSl HaIlpaBJeHHbIC Ha
€ro CITMHY B3IJISIAbI, CTApajICsl BHIMPSIMISITD 3TY IIMPOKYIO U
KpPEerKylo CIMHY M IyMal He 00 yMepuleil JoYepH, a O TOM,
YTOOBI HE YPOHUTH ceOsl.

— Kangueriit momn! — cka3sai, KuBas Ha Hero, ctoisap Kap-
3€HOB, KOTOPOMY OH He OTAaJ MsITU pyOJieli 3a pambl.

M Tak, TBepablit U npsiMmoii, npoiuen o. Uruatuii 1o knami-
OuIilla U TakoW e BepHyJicsl Hazaa. M ToibKo y nBepeit B
KOMHATY XXeHBbI CITMHA €T0 COTHYJIACh HEMHOTO; HO 3TO MOTJIO
OBITb M OTTOIO, YTO OOJIBIIMHCTBO IBEpEil ObUIM HU3KU OIS
ero pocra. Boiinsg co cBeTy, OH C TPyIOM MOT PacCMOTPETh
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JIMIIO XEHBI, a KOTJIa pacCMOTpeJT, TO YAUBWICS, YTO OHO CO-
BCEM CMOKOMHO W Ha Trjia3zax HeT cie3. M He ObLIo B I1a3ax
HU THeBa, HU Topsl — OHM ObLIM HEMbl U MOJYAIU TSKEJIO,
YIIOPHO, KaK U BCe Ty4HOE, 0€CCUIbHOE TEeJI0, BIaBUBIIIEECS
B TIEpUHY.

— Hy 4ro, Kak Tbl ceds1 4yBCTBYelllb? — crapocui o. Wr-
HaTUM.

Ho ycra 6b111 HeMbl; Mosidaiu 1 1i1a3a. O. UrHatuii 1mo-
JIOXKUJ PyKY Ha J100: OH ObLT XOJOAHBIN U BJIaXHbIN, 1 Oybra
CrenaHoBHa HUYEM He BbIpa3uiia, YTO OHA OIYTUJIAa TPUKOC-
HoBeHue. M Korga pyka o. irHaTus OblIa UM CHSITa, HA HETO
CMOTpEJIM, He MUTas, IBa cepble TIyOOKMe T1a3a, Ka3aBIlue-
CsI IOYTH YePHBIMU OT PACIIUPUBIINXCS 3paYKOB, M B HUX HE
OBbLIO HU TIeYaJIv, HU THEBA.

— Hy, a1 moiioy x cede, — cka3an o. UrHaTuii, KOoTOpoMy
CI€71aJI0Ch XOJOIHO U CTPAIIIHO.

OH mpo1ien B TOCTUHYIO, TIe BCe OBIJIO YMCTO U ITpuopa-
HO, KaK BCeraa, 1 olieThle OeIbIMU UYeXJiaMU BICOKHE Kpeciia
CTOSUIM TOYHO MepTBellbl B caBaHaX. Ha omHOM oKHe Bucelia
MPOBOJIOYHAs KJIeTKa, HO OblJIa MycTa, U ABeplia OTKPHITA.

— Hacracwst! — kpukHys o. IrHaTuii, 1 rosioc nmokasaucs
€My IpyObIM, M CTaJIO HEJOBKO, YTO OH TaK I'POMKO KPUYMT
B 9TUX TMXMX KOMHATax, TOTYac Mocje MOXOPOH A0Yepu. —
Hacracws1! — tuie no3pan oH. — ['me kaHapeiika?

Kyxapka, rakasimasi Tak MHOTO, YTO HOC Y Hee pacIyX u
cTaj KpacHBIl, KaK CBeKJIa, Tpy0O OTBeTHJIA:

— H3BectHoO rae. Yaerena.

— 3aueM BbIMycTUJIa? — IPO3HO HaxMypui 6poBu o. Mr-
HaTUiA.

Hacraces pacruiakanach U, BBITUpasCh KOHIIAMU CUTIIE-
BOTO TOJIOBHOTO TJ1aTKa, CKBO3b CJIe3bl CKaszaja:

— JlymieHbKa... 6apbllIHUHA... Pa3zBe MOXHO ee 1epxKaTh?

M o. UrnaTtuto noxkasanaoch, 4TO XeJITeHbKasl Becenasl Ka-
Hapeiika, meBlllasl BCerga ¢ HaKJIOHEHHOM TrojIOBKOM, Oblia
JNEeWCTBUTENbHO Oy1oo Bepbl v uTo eciy Obl OHA HE yJeTe-
JIa, TO Heab3s1 ObLIO OBl cKa3aTh, 4To Bepa ymepia. U oH ele
OoJibllle paccepawiIcs Ha KyXapKy U KPUKHYIIL:

— Bon! — u, xorma HacTachsl He cpasy Iomnaja B ABEpb,
nobasui: — Jypal
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Co mHS MOXOPOH B MaJ€HbKOM JTOMMKE HACTYITHIIO MOJI-
yaHue. DTo He OblIa TUILLIMHA, TOTOMY YTO TUIIIMHA — JIUIIb
OTCYTCTBME 3BYKOB, a OTO ObLIO MOJYaHUE, KOrma Te, KTO
MOJIYUT, Ka3ajJoCh, MOIJIM Obl TOBOPUTH, HO HE XOTIT. Tak
nyman o. Mruatuit, Koraa BXOAWJI B KOMHATY XXeHbI U BCTpe-
yajl yIOpHbBIA B3MJISIA, TAKOU TSKEbIi, CIOBHO BECh BO3IYX
oOpallajcs B CBUHEII 1 1aBUJI Ha TOJIOBY U CIIUHY. Tak myman
OH, paccMaTpuBasi HOTbI 1O0YepU, B KOTOPBIX 3areyatsiescs ee
roJioc, €€ KHUTU U €€ MOPTPET, OOJIbIIION, MMCAHHbIN KpacKa-
MU IIOPTPET, KOTOPhIi OHA IIpUBe3Jia ¢ cobolo u3 IletepOyp-
ra. B paccmatpuBaHuu nopTpera y o. UTHaTUs ycTaHOBUJICS
M3BECTHBIN MOPSIOK: CIiepBa OH IJIsSAE] Ha IIEKY, OCBEIIeH-
HYIO Ha MOPTpeTe, U MpencTaBisil cede Ha Hell 1aparnuHy,
KOTOpasi Obl1a Ha MepTBOH Ilieke Bepbl U MpoOUCXOXAEHMUS
KOTOPOI OH HE MOT TTOHSITh. Y KaX bl pa3 OH 3aayMbIBaJICs
O IIpUYMHAaX; €CJIM OBl 3TO 3aj1eJI I10e3/1, OH pa3apoOuI Obl BCIO
roJIOBY, a rojioBa MepTBOii Bephl Oblila cOBceM HeBpearma.

BrBITh MOXeET, HOrol KTO-HMOYIb 3a1ei1, Koraa IToaoupaimn
TPYIl, WIX HEYassHHO HOTTeM?

Ho nonro nymarb o moapobHocTsix BepuHoii cMmepTu
ObLIO cTpalllHO, U 0. UrHaTUil mepexoauns K Taa3aM IopTpe-
ta. OHM ObUIM YepHbIe, KpacuBbIe, C JUIMHHBIMU PeCHULIAMU,
OT KOTOPBIX BHU3Y JIeXXayla TycTasi TeHb, OTYETO OeIKM Ka3a-
JINCh OCOOEHHO SIPKUMMU, M 00a rjla3a TOUHO ObLIM 3aKJIIO-
YeHbl B YEPHYIO, TpaypHylo paMmKy. CTpaHHOE BbIpaxkeHUe
MpHUIaT UM HEU3BECTHBIN, HO TAaJaHTIMBBIM XyTOXHUK: KaK
OyATO MeXny Tja3aMM U TeM, Ha UTO OHU CMOTpEJIH, Jexa-
Jla TOHKas, Ipo3payHas rieHka. HeMHoro rnoxoxe 0bU10 Ha
YEPHYIO KPHIIIKY POSUIS, HA KOTOPYI0O TOHKMM HE3aMETHBIM
TJIACTOM HaJlerjia JIETHSS TIbLIb, cMsiryasi 0J1ecK MoJIMpOBaH-
Horo aepeBa. M, kak HU cTaBWJI nopTpeT o. UrHatuit, rinasza
HEOTCTYITHO CJICOWJIM 3a HUM, HO HE TOBOPUJIM, a MOJTYAJIH,
U MOJIYaHHe 3TO ObLIO TaK SICHO, YTO €r0, Ka3ajaoCh, MOXXHO
ObUTO ycabimaTte. M mocteneHHo o. MrHatuii cran aymarth,
YTO OH CJIBIIIUT MOJTYaHHE.
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Kaxnoe yTpo, riocie odbennu, o. UrHaTuii IpuXoauy B To-
CTHHYIO, OKWJbIBAJ OAHUM B3IJISIAOM MYCTYIO KJIETKY U BCIO
3HAKOMYI0 OOCTaHOBKY KOMHATBI, CAIUJICS B KPECJIO, 3aKPhl-
BaJl IJ1a3a U CJIylllaji, KaK MOJYUT IOM. DTO ObUIO CTpaHHOE
yT10-TO. KJeTka MojJana TMXO M HEXHO, M YyYBCTBOBAJIMCH
B BTOM MOJIYaHUM Tedaib, U Clie3bl, U NaJleKuii, yMepILInii
cMmex. MoyaHue XeHbl, CMSITYeHHOe CTeHaMM, OBLIO YIop-
HO, TSIXKEJ0, KaK CBUHEL, U CTPAIlHO, TaK CTPAILHO, YTO B ca-
MBbIH XapKuii AeHb 0. UITHATUIO CTAaHOBUJIOCH X0JIOAHO. J101-
UM, XOJIOAHBIM, KaK MOTWJa, U 3aragoYHbIM, KaK CMEPTb,
6bu10 MoTyaHue nouyepu. CII0BHO caMoMy cebe ObLIO MydM-
TEJIbHO 3TO MOJYaHUE U CTPACTHO XOTEJIO MEPEUTHU B CJIOBO,
HO YTO-TO CWJIBHOE U TYIOe, KaK MalllMHa, Jep>Kajao ero He-
MOJABUKHBIM M BBITSITUBAJIO, Kak MPoBOJOKY. U rae-To, Ha
JlaJIeKOM KOHIIe, IIPOBOJIOKA HaUMHaja KoiebaThCsl U 3BEHETh
TUXO0, POOKO U XanobHo. O. rHaTuii ¢ paJoCThiO U CTPAXOM
JIOBWI 3TOT 3apOXIAIOIIMICS 3BYK UM, OMNEPIIMCh PyKaMu O
PYUKM Kpecell, BBITSHYB TOJOBY BIepel, Xaajl, Koraa 3ByK
nopoitnet Kk Hemy. Ho 3ByK oOpbIBajICSI U YMOJIKAJ.

— I'mymmoctu! — cepaurto roBopuit o. MrHatuii 1 IogHU-
MaJics C KpeceJl, Bce elle MPsSIMOil Y BBICOKUIA.

B okHO OH BMIEJN 3aJUTYIO COJIHLIEM TUIOIIAAb, MOIIEH-
HYIO KPYTJIBIMU, POBHBIMU KaMHSIMU, U HAIIPOTUB KAMEHHYIO
CTeHY JJIMHHOTO, 0e3 OKOH, capasi. Ha yriy cTosii u3Bo3uuk,
MOXOXUI Ha IIMHSIHOE U3BastHUE, M HETIOHSTHO ObLIO, 3a4eM
OH CTOWT 31IeCh, KOTIa IO 1IeJIbIM YacaM He TTOKa3bIBAJIOCh HU
OJIHOTO ITPOXOXKETO.

I

Bue noma o. IrHaTu10 MpUXOAWIOCH TOBOPUTH MHOTO: C
MIPUYTOM U C TIPUXOXKaHAMMU, TIPY UCIIOJTHEHUN TPe® M MHO-
rJa ¢ 3HaKOMbIMM, T1Ie OH UIpaj B npedepaHc; HO, Korma oH
BO3Bpallajcs JOMOI, OH AyMaJll, YTO OH BeCh IeHb MOJIYa.
DTO NPOUCXOAWIO OTTOTO, YTO HU C KeM U3 jtoaeit o. Ur-
HAaTUil HE MOT TOBOPHUTH O TOM IJIABHOM M CaMOM IUISI HETO
BaXKHOM, O YEM OH Pa3MBbIIILISUT KaXAyl0 HOUYb: OTYETO yMepP-
na Bepa?
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O. UrHatuit He XOTeJl MOHATh, UTO TeIlepb 3TOr0 Y3HaThb
HeNb3s, U TyMall, 4TO Y3HATh ellle MoxXHo. Kaxmyio Houb, —
a OHU BCe TeNephb CTAIM Y HETO OECCOHHBIMU, — MPEACTABISI
OH cebe Ty MUHYTY, KOTJa OH Y IOIaabs B TIyXYyIO MOJTHOYb
cTosiu y KpoBaTu Bepsbl, u oH nipocui ee: «Ckaxu!» U korma
B BOCITOMHMHAHUSIX OH TOXOAWJI JO 3TOrO CJIOBa, AajibHelee
MpPeICTaBIsIOCh €My He TaK, KaK OHO ObLI0. 3aKphIThIE I1a3a
€ro, COXpaHMBILIME B CBOEM MpakKe XXKUBYIO, HE TYCKHEIOIILYIO
KapTUHY TOW HOUYM, BUAEIU, Kak Bepa momHuMaeTcs Ha CBO-
el mocTtenu, yabioaercss u ropoput... Ho yto oHa roBoput?
W 310 HeBbIcKazaHHOE CJI0BO Bephl, KOTOpOE AOJIKHO pas-
pelnTh BCe, Ka3aaoch TaK OJM3KO, UYTO €CIU OTOTHYTH YXO
U 3aepxaTh OMeHue cepAla, TO BOT-BOT yCJBILIUILD €r0, U B
TO Xe BpeMs TakK 0e3HanexkHo jajeko. O. MrHaTuii BcTaBan
C TOCTEJIM, MPOTATUBAJ BHepe CIOXKEHHbIE PYKU U, TTOTPSI-
casi UMM, TIPOCHJI:

— Bepa!..

M otBeTOM eMy ObLIO MOJTYAHMUE.

OpHaxabel BedyepoM o. MrHatmii mpunresr B KomHaTy Onb-
ru CTermaHOBHBI, Y KOTOPOW OH HEe ObLT YK€ OKOJIO Helesu,
CeJl y ee U3roJIOBbsl U, OTBEPHYBIINCH OT YITIOPHOTI'O, TSXKEJI0-
ro B3rjisiaa, cKas3al:

— Marts! A xouy noroBoputh ¢ To6010 0 Bepe. ThI cibI-
b100%00105Y4

I'maza Momyanu, 1 o. Mruatuit, BO3BLICUB TOJIOC, 3aTOBO-
PUJI CTPOTO U BIACTHO, KAK OH TOBOPUJI C MCIIOBEAYIOIITUMUCS:

— $1 3Ha10, THI MBICJIUIIb, YTO 51 ObLI HpUYMHOK BepuHoii
cMepty. Ho momymait, pasBe 51 100U €€ MeHbIlIe, YeM ThI?
CrpaHHO Thl paccyxnaaeliib... SI ObLT CTpOr, a pa3Be 3TO Me-
1IaJI0 el AenaaTh, 4To oHa xo4eT? S nmpeHeOper TOCTOMHCTBOM
OTLAa, SI CMUPEHHO COTHYJI CBOIO 11Iel0, KOT/Ia OHA He Mo0osI-
JIach MOETO TPOKJISITUSL U TIoexaa... Tyaa. A Thl — ThI-TO HE
npocujia ee 0CTaThbCs U He T1aKalia, cTapas, Ioka sl He BeJien
3aMojiyaTh? Pa3Be s1 poaun ee Takoi xectokoit? He TBepaun
s el 0 bore, 0 CMUPEHUH, O JTIOOBU?

O. UrHatuii ObICTPO B3IJISIHYJ B IJ1a3a K€HBI — U OTBEp-
HYJICS.
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— Yrto g Mor cmeiaTh ¢ Hell, eCIM OHAa HEe XOTela OT-
KpBbITh cBoero rops? Ilpuka3siBaTh — $1 IIPpUKAa3bIBaJl; IIPO-
cuTh — s npocui. Yto Xe, Mo-TBOEMY, 51 JOKEH ObLI CTaTh
Ha KOJIEHU Tepel NeBYOHKOMN M IUlakaTh, Kak cTapas 6ada?
B rososge... oTkyna g 3Halo, yTo y Hee B rojiose! KecTtokas,
beccepaeyHas 1OYb!

O. UrHaTuit ymapui KyJIakoM I10 KOJIEHY.

— JI1o6Bu y Hee He ObUIO — BOT uTo! UTO YK MpPO MEHs
TOBOPUTD, VX S, U3BECTHO... TUpaH... Tebsa-To oHa aobuna?
Tebs-TO, KOTOpas MIaKaia... Ja yHruKajaach?

O. UrHaTuii 6e33By4HO paccMmesiics.

— JIro-1o6mna! To-to B yremeHue tede U CMEPTh TaKylO
BeIOpazia. ZKecToKyio, ITO30pHYI0 CMepPTh. YMepJia Ha IIecKe,
B Ips3H... KaK c-cobaka, KOTOPYIO HOraMy B MOPIY THIKAIOT.

T'onoc o. UrHaTus 3a3Bydail TUXO U XPUILIO.

— CtpeinHo MHe! Ha ynuity BelitTi cThinHO! M3 antaps BbI-
titu cteinHo! Ilepen 6oroM cTeinHo! ZKecTokasi, HeqOCTOMHas
nouyb! B rpo0y npokisicTh Obl TeOS. ..

Korpa o. Mruatuii B3TIsIHYJ Ha >XKeHy, OHa Obl1a Oe3
YyBCTB M MpHIIIa B ce0s1 TOJbKO Yepe3 HECKOJbKO YacoB.
M xorpa npuiiuia, riasa ee Mojyajan, U HeJIb3s1 ObUIO MOHSTD,
TTOMHUT OHA, YTO TOBOPWJI eif 0. ITHATWii, U1 HET.

B Ty ke HOUb, — 3TO OBIIa MIOJIbCKAs JYHHAS HOYb, TH-
Xas, Teruiasi u 0e33By4yHasi, — 0. IrHaTuii Ha IBIIIOYKaX, YTO-
OBl HEe YCJIBIXaIU KeHA M CUIEIKA, TIOTHSUICS 10 JICCTHULIC 1
Boies B KoMHaty Bepsl. OKHO B ME30HMHE HE OTKPHIBAJIOCh
¢ camoil cMepTu Bepbl, 1 BO3ayX ObUI CYXOil U KapKuii, C
JIETKUM 3aIaxoM rapy OT HaKIMBIIEKUCS 3a IEHb XEJIE3HOU
KpbIlK. YeM-TO HEXWJIBIM U 3a0pOIleHHBIM Beso OT I0-
MellleHHs], B KOTOPOM TaK JaBHO OTCYTCTBOBAJ YEJIOBEK U TIe
JIEPEBO CTE€H, MEOEJIb U APYTUe MPEeAMEThl U31aBaji TOHKUIA
3arax HempepbIBHOTO TJeHUs. JIVHHBIN CBET SIpKOM MOJI0COM
Majaaj Ha OKHO Y Ha IMOJI U, OTPaXXEHHBIN OT OeJIbIX, TIIATEIb-
HO BBIMBITBIX IOCOK, CYMEPEUHBIM MOJYCBETOM 03apsijl YIJIbI,
u Oenasi yncTas KpoBaTh C AByMs TOAYIIKAMU, OOJBIION U
MaJIeHbKOM, Kazajach Npu3padyHoit u Bo3ayiiHoi. O. UrHa-
THUI OTKPbUI OKHO — M B KOMHATy IIMPOKOMN CTPpYyEH BIMJICS
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CBEXUI BO3IyX, NaXHYIIWH IIbUIbIO, HETAIEKON PEKON U LIBE-
Tylllei JUIIOM, U eJie CABIIIHOE AJOHECIOCh XOpOBOe TeHHUeE:
BEPOSITHO, KaTaJIMCh B JJoAke U Ieju. HeciblHo cTynas 60-
CbIMM HOTaMU, OXOXU Ha Oesblii Mpu3pak, o. MrHatuii mo-
JIOIIIeJT K ITyCTOM MOCTEH, TMTOAOTHYJ KOJEHHU U YTl JIMIIOM
BHM3 Ha MOIYIIKU, OOHSIB UX, — TyAa, I1ie JOJKHO ObLIO Ha-
xonuTthes BepuHo nuio. OH [0Jro Jiexan Tak; MecHs craja
rpomMye U ITOTOM YMOJIKJIA, a OH BCe JiexXaJsl, U JUIMHHbIE Yep-
HbI€ BOJIOCHI PACCHINAIMUCH I10 IIeYaM U MOCTEJIN.

JIlyHa nepenBuHyach, U B KOMHATe CTajlo TEMHee, Koraa
0. rHaTtuit mogHsu1 rojioBy U 3allienTall, BKJIaabIBasi B rojocC
BCIO CWJIY JOJITO CACPXMBAEMOW M JOJITO HE CO3HABaeMOM
JIIOOBU M BCJIYLIMBAsICh B CBOM CJI0BA TaK, KaK OyATO Cyla
He OH, a Bepa.

— Houp Mos1, Bepa! Tel moHMMaelib, 4TO 3TO 3HAYMT:
noun? Jlouennka! Cepaiie Moe, 1 KPOBb MOSI, U KM3Hb MOSI.
TBoi1 cTapshlii... cCTapeHBKMI OTEll, YK€ CEI0M, YK€ CIaObIi...

IIneun orua MrHatus 3agpoxanu, U Besl rpy3Hast purypa
3akoJjbixanach. [TomgaBisst npoxb, o. UrHaTuit 1menrtan HexX-
HO, KaK MaJeHbKOMY PEOEHKY:

— CrapeHbKuii orell... mpocut Tedsi. Her, Bepouka, ymo-
nsget. OH mavetr. OH HUKOTIA He 1u1akai. TBoe rope, 1eTou-
Ka, TBOU CTpagaHusl — OHU U Mou. bojbiie, yem moun!

O. UrHaTuii mokayasn rojoBoOi.

— bonbme, Bepouka. Hy 4yro MHe, crapoMy, cMepThb?
A THI... Benp eciiu ObI THI 3HajIa, Kakas Thl HEXXHasi, 1 cjiadast,
u poOkas! IToMHMIIb, KaK Thl IPOKOJI0Ja MalIbYUK, 1 KPOBb
KamHysna, u Tl 3ariakana? Jletouka most! M1 Thl Benb MeHs
JIIOOUIb, CUJIBHO JIIOOUIIIb, 1 3Hato. Kaxaoe yTpo Thl Lieay-
elllb MO0 pyKy. CKaxu, CKaxXu, 0 Y4eM TOCKYeT TBOsI TOJIOBKaA,
U 9 — BOT 9TUMM pyKamMu — $ yayury TBoe rope. OHU elle
cuibHbI, Bepa, 3Tu pyku.

Bosocel 0. UrHaTtusi BCTpSIXHYJIUCH.

— Ckaxu!

O. UrHaTuii BuJIcs Irja3aMu B CTEHY U MPOTSHYJ PYKH.

— Ckaxu!
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B xomHare ObLIO TUXO, U M3 TJIYOOKOM Jaii IPOHECCS
MPOJOJIKUTEIbHBIN U TTPEPBIBUCTHIN CBUCTOK MapoBO3a.

O. Urnartuit, NoBoAsi KpyroM paciIMpUBIIMMMCS TIia3a-
MM, TOYHO Mepel HUM BCTal CTpAIllHbIi MPU3paK M3ypomIo-
BaHHOTO TPYyIla, MEIJIEHHO MPHUIIOTHSIICS C KOJIEH M HEBep-
HBIM IBIDKEHUEM ITOTHEC K TOJIOBE PYKY C PACTOIBIPEHHBIMU
U HaIpsKEHHO BBIMPSIMIAEHHBIMU TajibllaMu. OTCTYNIUB K
nBepu, 0. UTHaTUit OTPHIBUCTO IISTTHYJI:

— Ckaxwu!

M orBeToM eMmy ObLIO MOTYaHUE.

v

Ha gpyroii neHp, 1mocjie paHHEro M OMMHOKOro obena, o.
HWruaTtuii moen Ha KjiaaOuile — B IIEPBBII pa3 IOCJIe CMep-
T novyepu. Bbulo Xapko, 6e3/II0IHO U TUXO, KaK OYATO 3TOT
KapKui J€Hb ObLIT TOJIBKO OCBEIIEHHOIO HOYBIO, HO, MO MpPU-
BbIUKe, 0. UTHaTUi1 cTapaTeabHO BBITIPSIMJISIL CITMHY, CYpPOBO
CMOTpeJI TI0 CTOPOHAM U JiyMaJjl, YTO OH BCe TaKOM Xke, Kak
MpexJe; OH He 3aMeyall HU HOBOW M CTpallHO# c1aboCTu B
HOrax, H4 TOTO, YTO JUIMHHas 00po/ia ero crajla CoBceM OeJoi,
CJIOBHO XE€CTOKMIA MOpO3 yaapuJl Ha Hee. Jlopora K Kjiaaouiry
1A 10 OJMHHOU MpSMON YJIMIE, CJIerkKa NOOAHWMAaBLIECHCS
BBEpX, U B KOHIIe ee OeJiejla apka KJIaAOMWILEHCKUX BOPOT,
TOXO0Xasl Ha YEPHbI, BEYHO OTKPBITBIA POT, OKAMMIJICHHBbIA
OJecTIIIMMUA 3y0aMMu.

Morwuna Bepbl Haxonwiach B INTyOMHE KJI1ag0uIla, Iae KOH-
YyaJiMCh YChINIaHHbIE MMECKOM JOPOXKHU, U 0. THaTuIO0 10JIr0
MPUIILIOCH MYTaThCs B Y3€HBKUX TPOMMHKAX, JOMAaHON JIUHU-
el TPOXOMUBIINX MEXY 3€JIEHBIX OYTOPKOB, BCEMU 3a0BIThIX
1 BCEMU MOKWHYTBHIX. MecTamMu Tomajgaivich MOKOCHUBIINECH,
Mo3eJIeHEeBIIIME OT CTAPOCTU MaMSATHUKM, U3JIOMAHHBIE pe-
LIETKU U OOJIbIINE, TSKEIble KaMHU, BPOCILIME B 3€MJIIO U C
KaKoO1-TO YyIpIoMoii, cTapdyeckoii 3710001 gaBuBiue ee. K ox-
HOMY M3 TaKuX KaMHell mpuxkumayiach Moruia Bepnl. OHa
ObU1a TOKPBITA HOBBIM, MOXEJTEBLIMM JEPHOM, HO KPYyroM
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Hee Bce 3ejieHelio. Psg0uHa oOHsIach ¢ KJIEHOM, a IIMPOKO
PACKUHYBIIMICSA KYCT OpelIHUKA MPOTITUBAJ HaJ MOTWJION
CBOM TMOKMWE BETBU C MYLIMCTBIMM, IIEPIIABBIMU JIUCThSIMU.
YceBich Ha COCEHIO MOTUITY U TIEPENOXHYB, 0. UTHaTuii
OIJITHYJICS KpYroM, Opocus B3IsA Ha 0e3o00i1avyHoe, Iy-
CTbIHHOE He0O, Iie B MOJHON HENMOABUXHOCTU BUCEN pac-
KQJICHHBIA COJIHEYHBI OUCK, — WU TYT TOJIbKO OULIYTWJ TY
MIyOOKYl0, HU C YeM HE CPaBHUMYIO TUIIMHY, Kakas LapuT
Ha KJIanOullax, Korua HeT BeTpa M He IIIYMUT OMepTBeBIas
quctBa. M cHoBa 0. UrHaTHiO mpuliljia MbIC/Ib, YTO 3TO HE THU-
1IMHa, a MoiuaHue. OHO pas3IMBaJIOCh A0 CAMbIX KUPIUYHBIX
CTEH KJIaa0ulIlla, TSXKeI0 MePero3ano yepe3 HUX U 3aTOTLIsI -
Jio ropo. M KOHell eMy TOJbKO TaM — B CEpbIX, YIIPSIMO U
YIIOPHO MOJIYAIIIMX IJ1a3ax.

O. UrHatuii mepenepHya1 MOXOJOAEBIIMMU TLIeYaMH U
OITyCTWJI I1a3a BHU3, Ha Morwiy Bepwl. OH monro cMotpen
Ha MOXEJITEBIIME KOPOTEHbKWE CTEOJIM TpaBbl, BHIPBAHHOM
C 3eMJIeI0 OTKYIa-HUOYAb C IIIMPOKOTro, 0OBEBAEMOI0 BETPOM
MOJII U HE YCHEeBIIEH CPOOHUTHCH C YYXKIOW MOYBOU, —
U He MOT MpeAcTaBUThb, YTO TaM, IMOJ 3TOH TpaBOM, B ABYX
apiMHax oT Hero, Jiexkut Bepa. M 3Ta 61mM30CcTh Ka3amach
HETMOCTUXMMOIO U BHOCWJIA B AyIIy CMYILIEHUE U CTPaHHYIO
TpeBory. Ta, o KoTopoil 0. IrHaTuii NpuBbLIK AyMaTh, KakK O
HaBEKW MCYE3HYBILIEH B TEMHBIX INIyOMHaX O0€CKOHEUYHOro,
Obl1a 37eCh BO3JIE... U TPYAHO OBbIJIO MOHSTh, UYTO €€ BCe-TaKu
HeT U HUKoraa He Oynet. M o. UrHaTHIO 4yaMIOCh, 4TO, €CIU
OH CKaXeT KaKoe-TO CJI0BO, KOTOPOE OH IMOYTH Ollylal Ha
CBOMX yCTax, WM CIeJlaeT KakKoe-To ABUXeHue, Bepa BbI-
MIeTr U3 MOTWJIBI U BCTAaHET, TaKasl Xe BbICOKAsl, KpacuBas,
Kakolo Obl1a. M He TONbKO OlHA OHa BCTAHET, HO BCTaHYT
U BCE MEPTBELIbl, KOTOPbIE TaK CTPALIHO OILIYTUMbI B CBOEM
TOPXECTBEHHO-XOJIOAHOM MOJYaHUU.

O. UrHaTuii CHSUI LIMPOKOIIOJYIO YEePHYIO LISy, pac-
MpaBUJI BOJTHUCTBIE BOJIOCHI U IIENMOTOM CKa3a:

— Bepa!

EMy cTajio HeloBKO, YTO €ro MOXET YCHbIIIAaTh KTO-
HUOYOb MOCTOPOHHMM, M, BCTaB Ha Moruiay, o. WMrHatuii
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B3IJISIHY OBepX KpecToB. HUKOro He ObLIO, 1 OH yXe TPOM-
KO TIOBTOPWII:

— Bepal!

DTOo OB cTaphiii Tojoc 0. MUrHaTus, cyxoili u TpeboBa-
TeJbHBIN, U CTPAHHO OBLIO, YTO C TAKOIO CUJIOIO BbICKA3aH-
Hoe TpeboBaHMe ocTaeTcs 6e3 OTBeTa.

— Bepa!

I'poMKO M HacTOWYMBO 3Bajl rojo0C, U, KOraa OH YMOJIKaJ,
C MUHYTY YyAUJIOChH, YTO TAEe-TO BHU3Y 3By4as HESICHbIA OTBET.
M o. Urnaruii, eliie pa3 orjisiHYBILIUCH KPYTOM, OTCTpaHWJI BO-
JIOCBHI OT yXa UM TIPUJIET UM K XKECTKOMY, KOJTIOUEMY IEPHY.

— Bepa, ckaxu!

M ¢ yxacom mouyBcTBOoBan o. MrHaTuii, 4TOo B YyXO €TO
BJIMBAETCS YTO-TO MOTHIIBHO-XOJIOMHOE W CTYAUT MO3T U UTO
Bepa roBopuT — HO FOBOPUT OHA BCE TEM K& TOJITMM MOJJa-
HueM. Bce TpeBoXHee 1 cTpalliHee CTAaHOBUTCS OHO, M KOTIa
0. IrHatuii ¢ ycusiieM oTaAupaeT oT 3eMJIM TOJIOBY, OJIeIHYIO,
Kak y MepTBelia, eMy KaxeTcsl, YTO BeChb BO3IYX APOXUT U
TperneueT OT TyJKOro MoJ4aHusl, CJIOBHO Ha 3TOM CTPalllHOM
MOpe MoJHsIach 1uKas 0ypsi. MoyaHue TyIINUT ero; OHO Jie-
JISTHBIMU BOJIHAMM TIepeKaTbiBaeTCsl Yepe3 ero rojioBy U Iie-
BEJIUT BOJIOCHI; OHO Pa30MBAETCS O €ro IPyAb, CTOHYIIYIO MO
ynapamu. JIpoxa BceM TeJoM, Opocasi M0 CTOPOHAM OCTphIe
U BHe3aIlHble B3MISAAbI, 0. ITHaTUii MeIIeHHO TTOJHUMAET-
cs ¥ TOJITUM, MYYUTEJIbHBIM YCUJIMEM CTApaeTCs BBIMIPSIMUTH
CITMHY M TIpUIATh TOPAYIO OCaHKy Ipoxaliemy Teay. M ato
ynaetcs emy. C HaMepeHHOM MeLINTeIbHOCThIO 0. MUrHaTtuii
OTPSIXUBAET KOJICHM, HalleBaeT LIS, TPMKIbl KPECTUT MO-
TWIY U UIET POBHOIO, TBEPAOIO MOCTYIMbIO, HO HE Y3HAET 3Ha-
KOMOTO KJIaa0uIla U TepsieT JOPOry.

— 3abaynuics! — ycmexaercs o. MrHatuii 1 ocraHaB/u-
BaeTCsl Ha pa3BeTBJIEHUU TPOIHOK.

Ho cTout oH oiHY CeKyHIy U, HE AyMasi, CBOpauuBaeT Ha-
JIeBO, TMOTOMY UTO XaTh U CTOSITh HEJIb3s1. MoluaHe TOHUT.
OHO MOIHMUMAETCS OT 3eJIEHBIX MOTHJI; UM JbIIIAT YIPIOMbIE
cepblie KpeCThl; TOHKMMH, YIYIIAIOIIUMK CTPYSIMU OHO BBIXO-
JIWUT 13 BCEX MOP 3eMJIY, HAChIIeHHOM TpynaMmu. Bce ObicTpee
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CTaHOBATCA maru o. Mruatusi. OrayleHHbIH, OH KPYKUTCS
110 OHUM U TEM Xe JOPOKKaM, MepecKakuBaeT MOTUJIbI, Ha-
TBIKAeTCSl Ha peIleTKU, LEeTIIeTCs pyKaMy 3a KOJJne XKe-
CTSIHbIE BEHKH, M PBETCS B KJIIOUbSI MsITKasl MaTepusl. TOIbKO
OJIHAa MBICJIb O BBIXOJIE OCTajlach B €ro rojiose. 13 cTOpoHbI B
CTOPOHY MeYeTCs OH 1, HaKOHell, OeCIIyMHO OeXUT, BbICO-
KM 1 HEOOBIKHOBEHHEBIN B pa3BeBalollelics psice U C ILJIbIBY-
IIMMU 10 BO3ayXy Bosiocamu. CujbHee, YeM CaMOro BCTaB-
11ero U3 rpoda mMepTBella, ucHyrajicst Obl BCSIKUI, BCTPETUB
ATy OIUKYIO puUrypy Oeryiero, Iphiraioliero U pa3MaxmuBaro-
1IET0 pyKamMu YejioBeKa, YBUIEB €ro MnepekocuBlieecs 0e3-
YMHOE JIMIIO, YCJIbIXaB IJIYXOM XpUI, BBIXOAMBIIUN U3 €ro
OTKPBITOTO PTa.

Co Bcero pazbery o. MrHaTuii BBICKOYMJI Ha TLJIOIIANKY,
B KOHIIE KOTOpOil Oeiejia HEBbICOKasl KJIamOUIlleHCKasl Lep-
KOBb. Y NPUTBOpA HAa HU3EHBKOI JaBKe ApeMaj CTapuioK,
Mo BUAY NaJIbHUI OGoromosiel, U BO3Jie HEro, HackakuBas
JIpYT Ha apyra, CIOPUIU U OpaHWJIUCH IBE CTApyXU HUIIEHKMU.

Korga o. UrHatuii mogxoauii K AOMY, Y€ TEMHEIO, U B
koMHaTe Osbru CTenaHoBHBI ropes oroHb. He pasneBasich
W He CHUMasl IIUISTIBI, TIBIbHBINA U 000pBaHHbBIM, 0. UTHaTHit
OBICTPO TIPOIIIEIT K 3KeHE M YITaJl Ha KOJIEHMU.

— Martsb... Ong... noxanei xxe MeHs1! — pbigan oH. — A ¢
yMa CXOXY.

M oH Ouics roioBoil 0 Kpaii cTojia 1 pblaajl OypHO, My-
YUTEIbHO, KaK YeJIOBEK, KOTOPhIii HUKOrna He 1iaver. M oH
TIOJIHSLI TOJIOBY, YBEPEHHbIN, YTO ceivac CBEPLIUTCS YyA0 U
JKeHa 3arOBOPUT U TIOXKaJEeeT ero.

— Ponnas!

Bcem 6onblIMM TeIOM TIOTSIHYJICSI OH K KeHe — U BCTpe-
TWJI B3DJISII CEPbIX I1a3. B HUX He ObUIO HU COXaJIeHUSI, HU
rHeBa. bbITh MOXET, XeHa Mpoulana v Xajeja ero, Ho B IJla-
3axX He ObLIO HU XaJIoCTU, HU npolieHuss. OHU ObLIM HEMBbI
¥ MOJTYaJIH.

M momyan Bechb TEMHBIN OHYCTCBH_[I/Iﬁ J1OM.

1—5 maa 1900 e.



XKusHs Bacunug
DUBEICKOTO

Hap Bceit xu3Hbio Bacunus MuBeiicKOro TATOTeN CypOBBIii
U 3arafoyHbiii pok. TOUHO NMPOKIISATHIM HEBEIOMBIM MPOKJISI-
THEM, OH C IOHOCTH HeC TsiKesioe OpeMsl revyaiu, 0ojie3Heil 1
ropsi, 1 HUKOTJa HE 32KMBAJIA Ha CEepJlie €T0 KpOBOTOYAlI[ME
paHbl. Cpenu niofeil oH ObUI OOMHOK, CJIOBHO ILIAHETa Cpe-
JIA TIJIaHET, U OCOOEHHBIM, Ka3aJoch, BO3AYX, TyOUTENbHbBIN
U TJIETBOPHBINA, OKpYXaJl ero, Kak HEBUIMMOE TPO3payHOe
06Js1ak0. ChbIH MOKOPHOTO Y TEPIIEJUBOTO OTLA, 3aX0JYCTHO-
ro CBSIIIEHHUKA, OH caM ObLI TEPIEIUB U MOKOPEH U OJITr0
He 3aMeyvall TOW 3JI0Bellleid U TAMHCTBEHHOW NpeaHaMepeH-
HOCTH, C KaKOl CTeKaJauch OEICTBUSI HA €ro HEKPacUBYIO,
BUXPACTYIO TOJIOBY. bbICTpO magan u MeIJeHHO MOIHUMA-
Cs; CHOBa Majaj U CHOBAa MEIJIEHHO MOJHUMAJICS — U XBO-
POCTMHKA 32 XBOPOCTUHKOM, MEeCUMHKA 3a MeCUMHKON Tpy-
JOJ100MBO BOCCTAHOBJISUT OH CBOI HEMPOYHBIM MypaBeiiHUK
npu 60JbII0M Jopore Xku3Hu. M Koraa oH cieyiaics CBSIIEH-
HUKOM, XXEHWJICS Ha XOPOIIlei NeBYIIKE U POAMI OT HEE ChbIHA
U 10Yb, TO TTIOAYMaJl, YTO BCE Y HETO CTAJIO XOPOIIO U ITPOYHO,
KakK y Jioleil, u npedydeT TakuM HaBcerna. M 6aarocioBu
0ora, Tak KaKk BEpUJI B HETO TOP>XXECTBEHHO U MTPOCTO: KaK Ue-
pell ¥ Kak 4eloBeK C He3J100MBOM AYIIOIO.

M cayunsoch 3TO Ha cenbMoOl Tof ero 6Jarorojyyusi, B
3HOMHBIN MIOJIBCKWI MOJIEeHb: TTOLUIM JepeBeHCKUE pedsTa
KynaTbCs, U C HUIMU CbIH 0. Bacunus, Toxxe Bacunuii u Takoi
XKe, KaK OH, YepHEeHbKUI U TUXoHbKMi. M yToHyn Bacuauii.
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Mononasa nmomanbsi, mpuodexaBias Ha 6eper ¢ HapoJaOM, Ha-
BCeraa 3allOMHIJIA MPOCTYIO U CTPAIIHYI0 KapTHUHY 4YesloBe-
YEeCKOM CMepTHU: U TATYUME, IIIyXUe CTYKHM CBOETO cepila, Kak
OYyITO KaXIbIil ynap ero ObLI MOCIEIHUM; U HEOOBIKHOBEH -
HYIO IIPO3PayHOCTh BO3AYyXa, B KOTOPOM IBUTIMCH 3HAKO-
Mbl€, IIPOCThIE, HO TeNepb 000COOIEHHBIE U TOUHO OTOIpaH-
HbI€ OT 3eMJIM (UTYPHI JIOAeH; U OOOPBAHHOCTb CMYTHBIX
peudeli, Korjga Kaxjaoe CKa3aHHOe CJI0BO KPYIJIUTCSI B BO3IYXe
¥ MEIJICHHO TaeT CpeIy HOBBIX HapoXmaroIuxcs cioB. M Ha
BCIO >KM3Hb ITOYYBCTBOBAJIa OHA CTPaX K IPKUM, COTHEUHBIM
oasaM. Eit gynsres Torma IMIMpOKWE CIWHBI, 3aJIMThIE COJTH-
1eM, 00Cble HOTH, TBEPIO CTOSIIINE CPEIU TTOJIOMAaHHBIX KO-
YaHOB KaIyCThl, M paBHOMEPHBIE B3MaxW 4ero-to OeJioro,
SIPKOTO, Ha JHE KOTOPOTO OKPYIJIO MepeKaThiBaeTCs JIETOHb-
KO€e TeJIblie, CTpaIIHO OJM3KOoe, CTPAIIHO JaleKoe U HaBeKH
yyxoe. 1 MHOTO BpeMeHU criycTs, Koraa Bacio moxopoHuiun
U TpaBa BhIPOC/A Ha €ro MOTWJIe, MOMNabs BCe ellle TBepauia
MOJIMTBY BCEX HecUuacTHbIX MaTepeii: «['ocmonu, BO3bMU MOIO
>KU3Hb, HO OTAAl MOE AUTS!»

Ckopo U Bce B JoMe 0. Bacuiaust ctanu G0SITbCSl SIpKUX
JIETHUX JTHEW, KOTAa CIMIIKOM CBETJIO TOPUT COJHIIE M He-
CTEpIMMO OJIECTUT 3aXCKeHHass UM oOMaHuYuBasi peka. B Ta-
KWe ITHU, KOrma KPYroM paJoBajuCh JIIOAW, XUBOTHBIE W
IOJIsI, BCe MOMOYAMIbl 0. Bacwims co crpaxoM TJsimeny Ha
TIOITabI0, YMBIIIJIEHHO TPOMKO Pa3roBapuBaIi U CMESUTUCH,
a OHa BCTaBaJia, JICHUBAsI M TyCKJasl, CMOTpeJa B Ila3a Mpu-
CTaJIbHO Y CTPAHHO, TaK YTO OT B3IJIsIIa €€ OTBOPAUYUBAIUCD,
1 BsUIO Opoausia Mo A0OMY, OTBICKMBAsl KaKve-HUOYIb BElU:
KJII0YM, WIK JIOXKKY, WIK cTakaH. Bce BelllM, Kakue HY>XHO,
CTapajJiMCh KJIaCThb Ha BUIY, HO OHa MpojaoKaia UCKaTh U
HCKaJla BCe YITOpHee, Bce TPEBOXHEE, M0 Mepe TOro Kak BCe
BBIIIIE TIONHUMAJIOCh Ha Hebe Becesoe, sspkoe conHie. OHa
Moaxoauyia K MyXy, Kjaja XOJOAHYI PYKy Ha ero IJiedyo u
BOIIPOCUTEJIbHO TBEPIAUJIA:

— Bacsa! A Baca?

— Yrto, Munas? — IMOKOpPHO 1 Oe3HameXHO OTBedas oO.
Bacwimit n mpoxaiyMuy 3aropebIMU MajJbliaMU C TPSI3HBIMU
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OT 3€MJIM, HECTPMXKEHBIMU HOTTSIMU OTIPABJISI €€ COMBLINECS
BOJIOCHI. bbljla OHa elle MoJjiofa U KpacuBa, U Ha IJIOXOHb-
KOI OMaIIIHEN pSCKEe My>Ka pyKa ee JiexKajla KaK MpaMOpHas:
Oenasa u Tskenasa. — Yto, Munaa? MoxeT ObIThb, YaliKy Obl
BbINTWJIA — ThI elle He nuia?

— Bacs, a Bacga? — nmoBTopsiiia oHa BOIPOCUTENbHO, CHU-
MaJla C IUIeYa CJIOBHO JIMIIHIO M HEHYXHYIO PYKY U CHOBA
HCKajla Bce HeTepIielnBee, Bce OecroKoliHee.

M3 noma, obolias Bce ero HempuOpaHHbIE KOMHAThI, OHA
1jla B call, U3 cajla BO JBOP, IMOTOM OIISITh B JOM, a COJIH-
11€ TIOJHMMAJIOCh BCE BbIllI€, U BUAHO ObLIO CKBO3b AEPEBbS,
Kak OJiecTUT Tuxas U Teruias peka. M 1mar 3a marom, 1enko
JIepKach PyKOM 3a IIaTbe, YIPIOMO TacKajach 3a IOIaabei
noub Hacts, cepbe3Hast M MpadHasi, Kak OyaTo U Ha ee 1ie-
CTUJIETHEE CepAlle yXe Jieryia yepHasl TeHb rpsayiiero. OHa
CTapaTesibHO TMOJTOHSIa CBOM MaJlEeHbKME IIaXKHW K KpyM-
HBbIM, PAaCCEeSHHBIM IlIaraM MaTepu, UCIOI00bs, C TOCKOIO
OTJISIIbIBAJIA Call, 3HAKOMBI, HO BEYHO TAMHCTBEHHBIN 1 Ma-
HSIIIUI, — U CBOOOIHAsI pyKa ee yrploMo TSIHYJIaCh K KUCJIO-
My KPBIKOBHUKY M HE3aMETHO pBaJia, 11aparasich 00 OCTpble
KOII0UKU. M1 OT 3TUX OCTPBIX, KaK UIJIbI, KOJIOYEK 1 OT KUC-
JIOTO XPYCTSIIETO KPbI’)KOBHUKA CTAHOBUJIOCH €11I€ CKYYHee 1
XOTeJIOCh CKYJIUTh, KaK 3a0pOIIIEHHOMY ILIEHKY.

Korna conHlile mogHMManoch K 3¢HUTY, MOMNaabs HarayXxo
3aKpbIBaJla CTABHU B CBOE KOMHAaTe W B TEMHOTE HaluWBa-
JIach TIbsIHAs1, B KaXJ0M PIOMKE 4yepriasi OCTPYIO TOCKY M XKTy-
yee BOCIIOMMHAaHUE O norubineM chiHe. OHa I1akaaa u pac-
cKa3blBajla TATYYUMM HEJIOBKUM TOJIOCOM, KaKWM YUTAIOT
TPYJHYIO KHUATY HEYMEJIbIE YTEIIbl, PACCKa3blBaJIa BCE OHO U
TO X€, BCE OJTHO U TO XK€, O THXOHBKOM YEPHEHBKOM MaJIb4yu-
K€, KOTOPBI XWJI, CMESJICSI U YMEDP; U B MEBYUYUX KHUXKHBIX
cJIoBaxX ee BOCKpecasu TIjla3a ero, U yjablOKa, U CTapYecKM-
pa3ymHas peub. «Bacsi, — rosopio s emy, — Bacsl, 3auem Tbl
obmxaemb Kucky? He HyXHO obukaTb, pogHeHbKUU. bor
BCeX BeJiel XKaJeTh: U JIOIAA0K, U KOIlIeuyeK, U LbIIISITOK».
A OH, MUJIECHbKMIA, TIOJHSJT HA MEHSI CBOU SICHBIE TJa3KW U
TOBOPUT: «A 3a4yeM KOIlKa He XajieeT InTudek? BoT ronyoku
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Pa3HBIX TaM IITEHYMKOB BBIBEIYT, a KOIIKA T'OJyOKOB CheJla,
a NTEeHYUKU BCE UILYT, UIIYT U UILYT MaMally».

M o. Bacuiuii mokopHO 1 0e3HaAesKHO CIyIIaj ee, a CHa-
PYXM, TIOJ 3aKPBITOM CTaBHEM, Cpenu Jionmyxa, perneifHuKa 1
IJIyXO# KpaIluBhbI, cuaelia Ha 3emie HacTs u yrproMo urpaiia
B KyKjibl. M1 Bcerma urpa ee cocTtosijla B TOM, YTO KyKJia Ha-
POYHO HE ciyllajach, a OHa HaKa3bIBaja: 00JIbHO BBHIBEPTHI-
BaJIa €1 pYKM Y HOTU U CEKJIa KpariuBOM.

Korna o. Bacunuii B riepBbIil pa3 yBUAald MbSHYIO XE€HY U
10 MSATEXXHO-B3BOJIHOBAHHOMY, TOPbKO-PaIOCTHOMY JIUILY €€
MOHSLI, YTO 3TO HABCETIa, — OH BECh CXKaJICSI U 3aX0XOTaj TH-
XM, OECCMBICIEHHBIM XOXOTKOM, IOTUPAsi CyXue, Topsduue
pyku. OH JOJITO CMESICS U AOJITO TIOTUPAN PYKHU; KPEITUIICS,
MOBITAJICSL yAEepXKaTh HEYMECTHBII CMeX M, OTBEPHYBIINCH B
CTOPOHY OT TOPbKO IUIAUyLIel XKeHbl, (DbIpKal UCHOATUIIIKA,
Kak IIKOJbHUK. Ho IToTOM OH cpa3sy cTajl cepbe3eH, 1 Yellio-
CTU €Tr0 3aMKHYJIMCh, KaK XeJIe3HbIe: HU CJIOBa YTEIIEHUs He
MOI' OH CKa3aTh METaBLIEiics Iomnaabe, HU CJI0Ba JAcKU He
MoT ckasaTb eii. Korga mormnanabsi 3acHysia, oI TPYXKIbI Tiepe-
KpeCcTUJ ee, OThIcKas B cagy HacTio, XonomHO morinaguil ee
110 TOJIOBE U TIOIIIEeJ B TOJIe.

OH J0JIro 1IeJl TPOIMMHKOIO CPelIr BHICOKO TOIHSIBIICHCS
PXU ¥ CMOTpEJI BHU3, HA MSTKYIO O€JyI0 IbLJIb, COXPAaHUB-
1LIYIO KOe-Tjie IIyOOKUe clieibl KaObJIyKOB U OKPYTJbIe, XKUBBIC
OYepTaHUSI YbUX-TO OOCHIX HOT. biamxaiiiiye K 1opoxKe KO-
JIOChSI OBLIM COTHYTHI U MOJIOMaHbl, HEKOTOPBIE JieXKaau T0-
nepeK TPONMUHKM, U KOJOC UX ObLI pa3gaBlI€HHbIN, TEMHBIN
U TUIOCKUM.

Ha noBopote TponuHku 0. Bacuimnii octaHoBuics. Bre-
peau U KpyroM, J1ajeko BO BCE CTOPOHBI 3bI0UJIMCh HA TOHKUX
CTeOJISIX TSDKENIbIe KOJIOChS, Hall TOJIOBOM ObLIO Oe30pexKHOe,
TJIaMeHHOe MI0JIbCKOoe HeDO, mobesieBliee OT XKapbl, — U HU-
yero OoJblIe: HU AepeBLia, HU CTPOCHUSI, HU YyesioBeKa. OnuH
OH OBLI, 3aTePSTHHBIN CPeay YaCThIX KOJOChEB, IIEpe IUIIOM
BBICOKOTro IuiaMeHHoro Heb6a. O. Bacwiuii momHsin riasa
KBEPXy — OHU ObUIM MaJIeHbKUE, BBAJIUBILIMECS, YEPHEIE, KaK
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YTOJIb, U SPKUM CBETOM TropeJl B HUX OTpa3uBIIUiicS Hebec-
HBII MJIaMeHb, — MPUJIOXUI PYKU K TPYIU U XOTEJl YTO-TO
ckaszatb. JIporHy/iv, HO He MOJAJIUCh COMKHYThIE XKeJIe3HbIe
YEeJIIOCTU: CKPUITHYB 3y0aMu, IOI C CUJIOIO pa3Bes UX, — U C
S5TUM JBUXKEHUEM YCT €T0, MOXOXKUM Ha CYIOPOKHYIO 3¢BOTY,
MPO3ByYaJIu TPOMKUE, OTUETIUBBIE CJI0BA:

— 51 — Bepro.

be3 oT3Byka moTepsiicsl B MyCcThIHE HeOa M YaCTHIX KO-
JIOChEB 3TOT MOJIMTBEHHBIN BOILIb, TaK 0€3yMHO MOXOXUI
Ha BBI30B. 1 TOYHO KOMY-TO BO3paxkasi, KOrO-TO CTPACTHO
yoexaast U mpeaocTeperasi, OH CHOBa MOBTOPUJIL:

— 51 — Bepro.

A BepHYBIINUCH JIOMOI, CHOBa XBOPOCTUHKA 3a XBOPO-
CTUHKOW TIPMHSIICSI BOCCTAHOBIISITH CBOI pa3pylleHHBIN
MypaBelHUK: Habaoal, KakK JOWJIM KOPOB, caM pacuecall
yrptomoit Hacte nivMHHBIE XECTKKME BOJIOCHI M, HECMOTPSI Ha
MO3AHUI Yac, Toexall 3a IeCcsITh BEpPCT K 3eMCKOMY Bpauy I0-
COBETOBAaTbCS O 00JIe3HU XeHbI. I TOKTOp Jaji eMy My3bIpeK
C KaruIsiMu.

2

O. Bacunusi He MOOMJ HUKTO — HU INPUXOXaHE, HU
npuyt. LlepKoBHYIO ClIy>KOy OTIpaBisil OH IJIOX0, He 0Jiaro-
JIEMTHO: ObLI CyX rOJIOCOM, MSIMJIWJI, TO TOPOINMJICS TakK, YTO
JIbSIKOH €J1Ba yCIIeBaJl 32 HUM, TO HEMOHSATHO MemniI. Kopbl-
CTOJIIOOMB OH He ObLI, HO TaK HEJIOBKO MPUHUMAJI IeHbIU U
MPUHOILIEHUS, YTO BCE CUMTAIIM €TI0 OUEHbB XXKaHBIM U 3a IJ1a3a
HacMexaiuchb. Y1 Bce OKpECT 3HalM, YTO OH OYEHb HECUACT-
JIUB B CBOEM >KU3HU, U OPE3TJIMBO CTOPOHUIIMCH OT HETO, CUM-
Tasd 3a TypHYIO MPUMETY BCSAKYIO0 C HUM BCTPeUy U pa3roBop.
Ha cBou nmMeHMHBI, NTpa3aHoBaBIIrecs 28 HOOpsI, OH MpU-
miamaa K obeary MHOTMX TOCTEel, M Ha €ro HU3KUE MOKJIOHbI
BCE OTBEYAJIM COTJACUEM, HO MPUXOAWI TOJBKO MPUYIT, a U3
MOYETHBIX NIPUXOXKaH HE SBJSICSA HUKTO. M ObLIO COBECTHO
nepes IMprUYTOM, M 00MIHEe BCETo OBIIO MOIaabe, Y KOTOPO
JlapoM TIpoIafaiyu MpUBE3EHHbIE U3 TOPOIa 3aKyCKW U BUHA.
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— HMKTO 1 UATH K HaM HE X0YeT, — TOBOpUJIa OHA, TPe3-
Bas U MevajabHas, KOraa pacXoIWINCh TEPeNUBIIMecs U pa3-
BSI3HBIE TOCTU, HE yBaXKalolye HU JOPOTMX BUH, HU 3aKyCOK
U BCe BaJIUBIIME KaK B MIPOMACTh.

Xye Bcex OTHOCMJICS K IOMY LIepKOBHbIN cTapocta MUBaH
IMopdupery KonpoB; oH OTKPHITO Mpe3upan HeylauyHUKa H,
MocJjie TOro Kak CTajay U3BECTHBI CeJly CTpalllHble 3alou Io-
najaby, OTKa3ajcsl 1ejaoBarh y nomna pyky. M GiaroayiHbiin
JIbSKOH TINETHO yOexXnas ero:

— IMocTteimucs! He yemoBeKy ITOKIIOHSICIILCS, a CaHy.

Ho WBaH Ilopdupsiu yrnpsiMo He XOTesl OTAEIUTh CaH OT
yeJoBeKa M Bo3paxkal:

— Hecrtégmmii on yenoBek. Hu ceds comepkaTh OH He
yMeeT, HU XeHy. Pa3Be 3To IOpSIoK, YTOOBI Y AYXOBHOIO
JINLIA KeHa 3aroeM Tuia, 6e3 croiga, 6e3 coBectu? Ilormpo-
Oyii MOs 3aIUThb, 1 6 eii mpornucan!

HbSIKOH YKOPU3HEHHO IMOKAaYMBaJl TOJOBOM M paccKasbl-
BaJI PO MHOrocTpanaibHoro Mosa: kak 60r JiIoO6uUI €ero u oT-
JlaJl caTaHe Ha UCIbITaHUE, a TTOTOM CTOPUIICI0 BO3HArPaau
3a Bce Myku. Ho UBan Iopdupbidy HacMELITUBO YXMBLISIIICS
B O0opoy U 03 CTeCHEeHUsI repeOdrBal HEHPaBUBIIYIOCS Peyb:

— Heuero paccka3biBaTh, 1 camu 3HaeM. Tak To MoB-1pa-
BEHUK, CBITON 4esioBeK, a 3To KTo? Kakasi y Hero mpaBe-
HOCTb? ThI, IbAKOH, JIy4lle APYroe BCIIOMHM: OOT ILEIbMY
meTuT. Toxe He Oe3 ymMa MOCIOBHUIIA CKIaJeHa.

— Hy, nmoroau: 3agacT Tede y>KOTKa MOIl, KaK pyKHu He I10-
Lesyelb. M3 11epKBY BHITOHUT.

— ITocMoTpuM.

— ITocMoTpuM.

M oHu nmocnopusiv Ha YeTBEPTh BUIIIHEBKM, BHITOHUT TOI
WJIX HE BBITOHUT. BeIMrpan crapocTta: OH JAep3KO OTBEPHYJI-
csl, U TIPOTsSIHyTasl pyKa, KOpUUHEBasl OT 3arapa, CUPOTIMBO
ocTajach B BO3yxe, a caM 0. Bacunuii rycto rokpacHesa u He
CKasaJl HU CJIOBa.

M nocie 3Toro ciydasi, 0 KOTOpOM TOBOPUJIO BCE CEJIO,
Wean I[Topdupbrd yKpenwics BO MHEHUHU, YTO IO IyPHOI 1
HEJOCTOMHEBIN YeloBeK, U CTajl MOoAOMBATh KPECThSIH ITOXa-
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JIOBaThCs Ha 0. Bacuius B ermapxuio U IpocUTh cede Ipyroro
cesameHHuka. Cam MBaH Ilopdupsiy ObL1 Oorarbiii, oueHb
CUACTJIUBBIM U BCEMM yBaxkaeMblii 4eJOBEK. Y HEro ObLIO
MPeaCTaBUTEbHOE JIMIIO, C TBEPABIMU, BBIITYKJIBIMU IIEKAMU
U OFPOMHOM YepHOI OOPOJO0I0, U TAKME XKE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI
IIJTM TI0 BCEMY €ro Tejly, OCOOEHHO IO HOTaM Y TPyAu, U OH
BEPWJI, YTO 3TU BOJIOCHI MMPUHOCAT €My OCOOEHHOE CUACTheE.
OH BepuJl B 3TO TaK Xe Kpemnko, Kak 1 B 6ora, cuurain ceosi
U30paHHUKOM Cpenu JIoJei, ObUl TOpA, CaMOHAaIesiH U 1o-
CTOSIHHO Becesl. B OHOM CTpalllHOM XeJe3HOIOPOXKHOM
KpYLLIEHUU, TAe MOorubdjJ0 MHOTO HApoay, OH MOTEPsUT TOJbKO
¢ypaxKy, 3aCOCAaHHYIO TJIMHOI.

— Jla 1 Ta O6bL1a cTapas! — caMOJOBOJIbHO J00aBJISLI OH U
CTaBWJI BTOT CJIy4ail B OCOOEHHYIO ce0Oe 3aCyry.

Bcex moneit oH MICKpeHHO CUYMTAaI MOAJIellaMU U Idypaka-
MM, HE 3HAJT XaJIOCTU HU K TEM, HU K IPYTUM 1 COOCTBEHHO-
PYYHO BEIIAJ LIEHST, KOTOPBIX €XErOJHO B U300WINU MPU-
Hocuia yepHas cyuka Llpiranka. OmHOro 13 IEHSIT, KOTOPhIi
MOKpYIHee, OH OCTaBJISUT ISl 3aBOJA U, €CJIV TIPOCUIIN, OXOT-
HO paslaBajl OCTAJIbHBIX, TaK KaK CUMTal COO0aK >KMBOTHBI-
MU T1oJie3HbIMU. B cyxnenusx csoux MBaH ITopdupsra 661
OBICTp U HEOCHOBATEeJIEeH U JIETKO OTCTYIaJICsl OT HUX, YacTo
caM TOTO He 3aMeyasl, HO TTOCTYNKM €ro ObLUIU TBEP/Ibl, PEILU-
TEJIbHBI ¥ TIOYTU BCeraa 6e3011100YHbI.

M Bce 3TO menano cTapocTy CTpallHbIM 1 HEOOBIKHOBEH-
HBIM B IJ1a3ax 3amyraHHoro mnora. ITpu BcTpeue OoH TepBbIit ¢
HEMPUJIMYHOW TOPOIUIMBOCTbIO CHUMAJT LIUPOKOIIOJYIO LIS -
Iy U, YXOJs1, YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK Yallle v JIOTOLJIMBEE CTAHOBST-
Cs €ro 11aru — 1iaru 4eJaoBeKa, KOTOPOMY CTBIIHO U CTpall-
HO, — W MYTAIOTCS B JUIMHHOM PSICE XWJIUCTbIE HOTU. TOYHO
BCSI XKeCTOKasl, 3arajovyHasi cynp0a ero BOILUIOTUIACh B 3TOM
OrPOMHOIi 4YepHO#l 0Oopoje, BOJIOCAThIX PyKaxX U IIPSIMOIA,
TBEPAOU MOCTYNU, U eciau 0. Bacunuit He coxXMeTcCs BeCh,
He TIOCTOPOHUTCSI, HE CIIPSTYETCS 32 CBOMMM CTEHAMU, — 3Ta
rpo3Hasl Tyllla pa3laBUT €ro, Kak mypasbsi. I Bce, 4TO npu-
Hamiexano MBany Ilopduperyy KompoBy u Kacaioch ero,
MHTEPECOBAJIO ToMa TaK, YTO MHOTAA MO LIeJbIM AHSIM OH He
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MOT OyMaTh HU O YeM APYIroM, KPOME CTapOCThI, €r0 KEHBDI,
ero geteit u 6borarcrBa. PaboTasi B 1ojie BMeCTe ¢ KpECTbsIHA-
MU, caM TTIOXOXMI Ha KPeCThsIHUHA B CBOMX IPYOBIX CMa3HbBIX
carorax u MOCKOHHO# pyOaxe, o. Bacunuii yacto o6opaum-
BaJICSl K celly, U TIepBOe, UTO OH BMJIEJI TToc/e LIepKBU, Oblia
KpacHas kejie3Hasl Kpblllla CTapOCTUHA JBYXATaXKHOTO JoMa.
ITotoM cpenu 3aBepHYBILIEICST OT BETpa CEPOil 3eIeHN BETel
OH C TPYJOM OTBICKHABAJ I€PEBIHHYIO MOTEMHEBIIIYIO KPBIIITY
CBOEro JOMUKa — U ObLIO B ABYX 3TUX HEMOXOXMX KpPbILIAX
YTO-TO TaKOE, OT YEero XKYTKO M Oe3HaIeKHO CTAHOBMJIOCH Ha
cepilie y Tora.

OpHaxnabl Ha Bo3nBukeHbe Ionaabs Mpulllia U3 LHEPKBU
BCs B cJIe3ax U pacckasaja, yro MBan Ilopdupsa ockopomn
ee. Korma nomnaabs mpoxoauiia Ha CBOE MeCTO, OH cKa3asl 13-
3a KOHTOPKM TaK IPOMKO, YTO BCE CJIbIIIAIK:

— DTy NIbSIHULLY COBCEM Obl B LIEPKOBb ITyCKaThb HE CJIeI0-
Basio. Ctbin!

ITomangbst paccka3biBajia 1 Ilakajia, U 0. Bacunuit Buaen
¢ 6ecnouIaaHoIO U YXKaCHOM SICHOCThIO, KakK IocTapesia oHa
M OIYCTHUJIACh 3a YeThIpe roga co cMepTu Bacu. Mosona oHa
ele OblIa, a B BOJOCAaxX y Hee MpoJieTalli YXe cepedpurcThie
HUTHU, U Oejable 3yObl IIOYEepHEI, 1 3allyXiu Ijias3a. Tenepb
OHa KypuJia, M CTpaHHO U 0OJIbHO OBLIO BUIETh B pyKax €e
ManMupoOCKy, KOTOPYIO OHa nepkajaa HEeyMeslo, MO-XXEeHCKH,
MEXIy IBYMSI BBITIPSIMJICHHBIMU TajgbliamMu. OHa Kypujia u
TJ1aKajia, U marnuMpocka apoxkaja B €€ OMyXIluX OT cjie3 rybax.

— T'ocogu, 3a uyro? I'ocrmomu! — TOCKIMBO ITOBTOpsiIa
OHa U C TYIOIO MPUCTAJbHOCTHIO CMOTpEJa B OKHO, 32 KOTO-
PBIM MOPOCUJI CEHTSIOPbCKUI TOXIb.

Crekia ObUIM MYTHBI OT BOJbI, M MPU3PAYHOU, pacIIIbl-
BalolIecsl TEHbIO KOJIbIXajach OTsiXKeJeBIas oepesa. B nome
ele He TOMMWJIM, XKajes APOB, U BO3AYX ObLT ChIPOH, XOJ0/-
HBII ¥ HEIIPUATHBIM, KaK Ha IBOPE.

— YT0 X ¢ HUMU TIoAenaellb, HacTteHbka! — omnpaBabI-
BaJICH TIOII, TTIOTUPAs Topsiune cyxue pyku. — TeprneThb Hamo.
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— Tocnmonu! I'ocrmonu! M 3a1iuTUTh HEKOMY! — IJ1aKajiach
MOITaabsI; a B YIJIy CKBO3b XXKECTKME CITyTaHHbBIE BOJIOCHI HeE-
MOJBMXKHO U CYXO T'OpeJiM BOJIUbM IJ1a3a yrproMmoit Hactu.

K HOuYmM momanpst HarmMIack, ¥ TOrma Hadyajaoch I o. Ba-
CUJIYSI TO CaMOg€ CTPalllHOE, OMEP3UTEIbHOE 1 XKAJIKOE, O YEM
OH He MOT JymaTb 0e3 LeJJOMYIPEHHOrOo yxXaca U HeCTepIU-
MOro CcThima. B Oojie3HEHHOIH TeMHOTE 3aKpBITHIX CTaBEH,
Ccpeny YyIOBUIIHEIX I'Pe3, POKISHHBIX aJKOTrOJIeM, MO Ts-
ry4yre 3ByKH YIIOPHBIX pedeii O ITIOruoIeM IepBEeHIIE Y XKEHbI
ero SIBUJIach 0€3yMHasi MBIC/Ib. POIUTH HOBOTO ChIHA, 1 B HEM
BOCKpPECHET 0e3BpeMeHHO Torudimuii. BockpecHeT ero mu-
J1asg yJIbIOKa, BOCKPECHYT €T I71a3a, CUSIONINE TUXUM CBETOM,
W TUXasl, pa3yMHasl pe4b €r0 — BOCKPECHET BECh OH B Kpaco-
T€ CBOETr0 HEIIOPOYHOIO JIeTCTBA, KAKUM OBbLI OH B TOT yXKac-
HbIA UIOJIBCKUI IEHB, KOTIA SPKO FOPEIO COJIHLE U OCJICIIN-
TeJIbHO CBepKaja oOMaHuuBas peka. M, cropas B 6e3yMHOI
HajJexIe, BCsl KpacuBasi U 0e300pa3Hasi OT OXBAaTUBIIIETO €€
OTH#, TIoNaabs TpeboBajia OT MyXa JIaCK, YHIKEHHO MOJIMJIa
o Hux. OHa npuxopalllBajach ¥ 3aUTphIBajia C HUM, HO yKac
HE CXOIWJI C €ro TEMHOTIO JIMIIA; OHAa MYy4YUTEJbHO CcTapajach
CHOBAa CTaTb TOM HEXHOW U XeJaHHOI, KaKoil ObL1a AeCITh
JIET Hazad, W Aejlajla CKPOMHOE AeBUYbE JIMIIO W IIeITajia
HaWBHBIE IEBUYbU PEUM, HO XMEJIBHOM SI3BIK HE CIIYIIAJICS e¢,
CKBO3b OIYIIIEHHBIE PECHUIIBI €11IE SIpUYE 1 MOHSITHEE CBEPKal
OrOHb CTPACTHOIO KeJJaHWSI — M HE CXOIWJ yXac ¢ TEMHOIO
Jmua ee Mmyxa. OH 3aKpbIBajl pyKaMu TOpsIIIyIo roJIOBY U Gec-
CUJIbHO IIIEITaI:

— He nano! He Hano!

Torga oHa cTaHOBWJIACh Ha KOJIEHU U XPUILJIO MOJIMIA:

— Tloxaneit! Otnait mae Bacio! Otnaii, mom! OTmaii, Tebe
s1 TOBOPIO, MPOKJISITHII!

A B HaIIyXxo 3aKpBIThIE CTaBHM YIOPHO CTydayl OCEHHUIA
JOXIb, U TSXKKO M TIyOOKO B3AbIXajla HeHacTHasl Houb. OT-
pe3aHHBIe CTEHAMM W HOYBIO OT JIIOJIel W KM3HU, OHU TOYHO
KPYTUJINCh B BUXPE TUKOTO U OE3BICXOIHOTO CHa, ¥ BMECTE C
HUMU KPYTUJINCh, HE YMUpPast, TUKUE XKaJTOObl 1 TIPOKJISITHSI.
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Camo 6e3yMue CTOSUIO Y ABepeit; ero AbIXxaHrueM ObLI KTy4uit
BO3/yX, €ro rjia3aMu — OarpoBbIii OTOHb JaMIIbl, 3abIXaB-
LIUIACS B IJTyOMHE YepHOT 0, 3aKOMYEHHOTO CTeKJIA.

— He xouembp? He xouemb? — Kpuuaja Tomnajabs U B
SIPOCTHOM XKaxkie MaTepUMHCTBA pBajla Ha cebe ofexKabl, Oec-
CTBITHO OOHAaXasiCh BCS, XXTyyasl M CTpalllHasl, KaKk BaKXaHKa,
TporaTeibHasi U Xajakas, KaK MaTb, TOCKYIOIIasi O CbIHE. —
He xouemns? Tak BOT ke nepea 00roM roBopio Tebe: Ha yiIu-
uy noiay! I'onag noiiay! K nmepBomy MyxX4unHe Ha 1€ Opo-
mych. Otnaii MHe Bacio, TpoKasThIi!

M cTtpacth ee mobexnana uejoMyapeHHoro momna. Ilon
JOJITUE CTOHBI OCEHHEW HOYM, MO 3ByKM 0€3yMHBIX peyeid,
KOTJa caMa BEYHO JITYIIAasl XXU3Hb CJIOBHO OOHaxkaja CBOU
TeMHbIE TAMHCTBEHHbIE Helpa, — B €ro MMOMPAuYeHHOM CO-
3HAHWUM MeJibKalla, KaK 3apHulia, YyAOBUIIIHAS MBICJb: O
KAaKOM-TO 4YyIE€CHOM BOCKPECEHMH, O KaKOW-TO HaJIeKOM
W 4yjaecHOU Bo3MoxHoCcTU. M Ha OelieHylo cTpacTh momna-
bW OH, LIEJIOMYAPEHHbBIN U CTBIIJIMBBINA, OTBEYaJ TAKOIO Xe
OellleHOl CTpacThlo, B KOTOPOW OBLIO BCE: M CBeTJasl Ha-
nexnaa, 1 MOJUTBa, U 6e3MepHOe OTYasiHUE BEJIMKOIO Ipe-
CTYITHMKA.

ITo3nHeo Houblo, KOTma TMomnajabs ycHyda, 0. Bacummii
B3SJ1 LIUISITIY M MKy W, HE OJeBasiCh, B CTAPEHbKOI HaHKO-
BOI1 psicKe oTnpaBuiics B noJie. ToHKast BOAsIHAS MbLIb BIaX-
HBIM U XOJIOMHBIM CJIOEM JIEXaJla Hal pa3MOKIIEH 3eMIIEei;
YyepHO ObLIO HEe0O, KakK 3eMJIs, U BEJIUKOU OeCIPUIOTHOCTHIO
JbllIajia OCEHHsS HOUb. Bo ThMe ee OecciieqHo CTMHYJ Yelio-
BEK; CTYKHYJa Majka O MOABEPHYBIIUICS KaMeHb — U BCE
CTUXJIO, 1 HACTYNWJIO A0JITOE MojyaHue. MepTBas BoasHas
MbUIb CBOUMU JIEASIHBIMUA OOBATUSMM IyIIWJIA BCIKUIA pOO-
KW 3BYK, U HE KOJIbIXaJlaCh OMEPTBEBIIIAS JIUCTBA, U HE ObLIO
HU rojloca, HU KpMKa, HU CTOHA. bbljia gojirasg u MepTBas TU-
IIMHA.

M naneko 3a cejioM, 32 MHOTO BEPCT OT XWJIbsl, MPO3ByYal
BO TbM€ HEBUAUMBIN rosioc. OH ObLIT HAJJIOMJIEHHBIH, TIPU-
IVIIEHHBIA U TJIyXOM, KaK CTOH CaMOIl BEeJIMKOIl OeCcrpUIoT-
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Hoctu. Ho ciioBa, ckazaHHbIe UM, ObLIM SIPKM, KaK HEOSCHBII
OTOHb.

— 4l — Bepro, — cKaszajl HEBUIMMBII TOJIOC.

VYrposa u MoauTBa, MPEeaOCTEPEKEHNE U HaaexXna ObLIU
B HEM.

3

BecHoro momnanbs 3abepeMeHena, Lea0e JETO He MuJa,
U B gJoMe o. Bacwius Bomapuics TUXUUM U pagoOCTHBIN IO-
koM. [lo-nipexxHemy HE3pUMBII Bpar HAHOCWJI yIaphl: TO CIOX
JIBEHAIIaTUTTYI0BbII1 OOPOB, MPUTOTOBAEHHbIN IS Mpoja-
xku; To y Hactu nmouuu mo Bcemy Tejly Kakue-TO JUIIAd U
HE TOAIABaJIUCh JIEYEHUIO, — HO BCE 3TO BBIHOCWUJIOCH JIET-
KO, Y TIONaabsl B TalHWKAX OYILIM Jaxe paloBajach: OHA BCe
ellle COMHeBaach B CBOEM CYACTbe, U BCE OTU HEMPUSTHOCTHU
Ka3ajJuch ei ruaroil 3a Hero. Kaszanoch, 4To €ciyd CIOXHET
JIoporoii 6opoB, moboseer Hacta 1 mpou3soitaeT apyroe 1e-
YyajbHOE, TO OYIyIIETO ChIiHA €€ HUKTO HE OCMEJIMTCS TPOHYTh
1 o0UIeTh. A 3a Hero He ToJbKO 1oM 1 HacTio, HO U cebst, u
JIyIIly CBOIO OTAajsa Obl OHA C PagOCTbiO TOMY HEBUAVMOMY U
OecrolagHOMY, KTO TpeOOBajl HEYCTaHHBIX KePTB.

Ona moxopoiiena, nepecrajia 6osatbcss MBana ITopdu-
pblua U B LIEPKBM, WIS Ha CBOE MECTO, TOpPAO BhIMsYuBaia
OKPYIJIMBIIMIACS XXMBOT U Opocajia Ha JIIOAE CMeJble, ca-
MOYBEpEHHbIE B3rJsiAbl. YTOOBI Kak-HUOYAb HE TOBPEAUTH
peOeHKy, OHa rnepecTaja padoTaTh TSKEJyI0 JOMAIIHIO pa-
00Ty U LieJIble THU NTPOBOJMJIA B COCEIHEM Ka3eHHOM JIeCy,
cobupas rpubsl. OHa odeHb Oos1ach POAOB M IO IrpudaM
3arajapiBaja, OyayT OHU OJIarOIOJydHbl WM HET: OOJIbIIEIO
YacThbIO BBIXOIWJIO, UTO OyayT OJiaronoay4yHbl. MMHorma cpeau
MPOILUIOTOAHEN ClIEKABINEHCS JTUCTBbI, TEMHOM U Iaxyyei,
MOJ, HEMPOHUILIAeMbIM 3€JIEHbIM CBOJIOM BbICOKMX BETBEl OHA
OTBICKMBAJa ceMeliKy Oe/IbIX IpruOOB; OHM TECHO IPUKMMa-
JINCh APYT K IPYTY U, TEMHOTOJIOBbIE, HAWBHBIE, KA3aJIUCh €11
MOXOXXMMU Ha MaJIeHbKUX JETe W BbI3bIBAJIIM OCTPYIO HEX-
HocTh 1 ymmieHue. C Toil 0coOeHHOM, IIpaBAMBON YJIBIOKOIO,
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Kakasl ObIBaeT y JIo[el, KOTIa Yy HUX XOPOIIHe MBICIIK M OHU
OIIHU, OHA OCTOPOXXHO pacKambIBaja BOKPYT KOpHEl BOJIOK-
HUCTYIO, CEpO-TIETEebHYIO 3eMJII0, CaauIach OKOJIO IpUOOB
U JOJITO JII000Bajgach UMU, HEMHOTO OJieTHasl OT 3eJICHBIX Te-
Helt jeca, HO KpacuBasi, CIlioKoitHas 1 n1oopas. [ToroM onsTh
1IJla pa3BajMCTOM M OCTOPOXHOIO MOXOAKOH OepeMeHHOM
KEHIIWHBI, U TYCTOM JIEC, B KOTOPOM IPSTATUCh MAJIIECHBKUE
rpuOKH, Kazajucs eil XKUBbIM, YMHBIM U JJaCKOBBIM. OfH pa3
OHa 3axBaTtuia ¢ coboro Hacrtio, HO Ta mpbiraaa, mymesna,
pbIcKajla Cpeiu KyCTOB, KaK pa3BeCeIMBIIUNCS BOTUYOHOK, U
Mellaja rnomnaiase AyMaTh, — 4 0OJibllle OHA ee He OpaJia.

M 3uma mpoxommia xopoiro u cnokoiiHo. ITo Beuepam
Tonanbs IIia MaJleHbKHE DPACIalllOHKA M CBUBAJIbHUKMH,
3ayMYMBO pACIpaBiissl MaTepuio OeJbIMU MalbllaMH, 03a-
PEHHBIMM SIPKMM CBeTOM JiamIibl. OHa pacripaBiisia U pa3-
rJaxuBaja pyKolo MITKYIo TKaHb, TOYHO JlacKaja ee, U JyMa-
Jla 4TO-TO CBOE, 0OCOOEHHOE, MaTEPUHCKOE, U B TOJIy0Oil TeHU
abaxkypa KpacuBOE JIMLIO €€ Ka3aJIoCh MOIY OCBEIIEHHbIM W3-
HYTPU KaKUM-TO MSITKUM U HEXXHBIM CBeTOM. bosich HeocTo-
POXXHBIM IBUKEHUEM CIYTHYTh €€ MPEeKPacHYI0 U palOCTHYIO
nymy, o. Bacunuii THX0 pacxaxkuBall 10 KOMHATe, 1 HOTU eTo
B MSITKUX TYGJIsIX CTyMaad HECHBIITHO U HexXXHO. OH rocma-
TpUBaJ TO Ha YIOTHYIO KOMHAaTy, TOOpYIO U MPUATHYIO, KaK
IpyT, TO Ha 3XeHY, ¥ Bce OBUIO XOPOIIO, KaK y JIoAei, u OT
BCEro MCXOAWJI PagoOCTHBIM U INIyOOKuit mokoi. M myma ero
THXO YJIbIOAJIach, U OH HEe 3aMeydajl M He 3HaJl, 4TO BO JIOY ero,
rae-To Mexmay OpoBsIMU, O€3MOJIBHO MpoJeraeT mpo3pavyHasi
TeHb BeJUKOl ckopou. 60 1 B 3T THU MOKOSI U OTIbIXa Hal
>KU3HBIO €ro TSATrOoTeJl CYPOBbIN M 3arafoyHblii poK.

Ha KpeuieHne, Houblo, Momnanbsi 0JaromnojayyHo paspe-
IuIach OT OpeMeHU MalbuuKOM, U HapeKJu ero Bacunuem.
boina y Hero GoJibliiasi T0J10Ba U TOHEHBKME HOXKU U UTO-TO
CTPaHHO-TYIOE U 6ECCMBICIEHHOE B HEMOIBUKHOM B3IJIsI/IE
OKpPYIJIbIX TJ1a3. Tpu rofa MpoBeu MoIl U Momnajbs B CTpaxe,
COMHEHUSIX 1 HaJeXe, U yepe3 TPU roja SICHO CTajlo, 4To
HOBBII Bacst poauics uamuoToM.

B 6e3ymuu 3ayaThlii, 063yMHBIM SIBWICSI OH Ha CBET.
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4

IIpoiiren eire OaWH ToA B TSKKOM OLETIEHEHUU TOpS, U
KOTJa JIIOIM OYHYJUCH U B3TJISTHYJIM BOKPYT ce0si — Hajl Bce-
MM MBICJISIMU 1 KU3HbBIO MX TOCTIONCTBOBAJI CTpAIlIHbI 00pa3
uavota. Kak mpexne, TOMUIMCh M€Y, U BEJIOCh XO3SHCTBO,
U JIIOJW pa3roBapuBaivd O CBOUX JejaX, HO ObLIO HEUTO HOBOE
U CTpAIlIHOE; HU Yy KOT0 HE CTaJl0 OXOThl XXWTh, U OT 3TOTO
BC€ IPUXOOWIO B pacCTpOMCTBO. PaOOTHUKU JIECHUINCH, HE
JieJlajid 4TO MPUKAa3bIBAIOT U YacTO 0e3 MPUUUHbBI YXOAUIH, a
HOBBIX Yepe3 JBa-TPU AHsI 0XBAaTbIBAJIM Ta XK€ CTpaHHAasl TOCKa
U paBHOAYIINME, U OHU HAaUMHAIU Tpyouthb. O0en rmogaBaics
TO TO3[IHO, TO PaHO, U BCErla KOro-HuOyIb He XBaTajlo 3a
CTOJIOM: WM Tonanapu, uin Hactu, wiu camoro o. Bacuius.
OTKyaa-To TOSBUJIOCh MHOXECTBO PBAHOTO O€JIbSI U OJEXK-
IIbl, ¥ TONabsl BCE TBEPAMUJA, YTO HYXXHO 3alLTONAaTh MYXY
HOCKHM, U KakK OyITO IITOIajia, a BMECTE C TEM HOCKM BCer-
Jla ObLIU pBaHbIe, U 0. Bacunmii Hatupan Hory. M mo Houam
BCE BOPOYAJIUCh U MYYMUJIUCH OT KJIOMOB; OHU JIE3JIU 13 BCEX
1IeJie, Ha IJa3ax MoJ3aiy Mo CTeHe, U HUYeM HeJib3sl ObLIO
OCTaHOBMTb UX OTBPATUTEILHOIO HAIIECTBUSI.

M xyna Obl TIoau HY 1IUIK, YTO ObI OHU HU JeJIajii, OHU HU
Ha MUHYTY He 3a0bIBajii, YTO TaM, B MOJYTEMHOI KOMHarte,
CUIUT HEKTO HEOXUAAHHBIM U CTpallHbIi, Oe3yMueM poXK-
neHHbIi. Korma oHM BBIXOOWJIM U3 IOMY Ha CBET, OHM CTa-
pajiiuch He 000pauuBaThCsl U HE MISIAETh Ha3al, HO He MOTJIU
BBIAEPKaTh U 000pauMBaIMCh — M TOTrJA Ka3ajloCh UM, YTO
caM JIepeBSIHHBIN TOM CO3HAET CTPAIIIHYIO TIepeMeHY: OH TOY-
HO CXaJicsl BECb, U CKOPUWJICSI, U TIPUCTYILIMBAETCS K TOMY
CTpaIIHOMY, YTO COAEPKUTCS B IJTyOHMHE ero, U BCE ero BhiTa-
pallleHHbIe OKHA, TJIIyX0 3aMKHYTBIC IBEPH C TPYIOM YAEpPKH-
BalOT KPUK cMepTesibHOro uctyra. [Tonaabst yacto yxoausa B
TOCTH W LIEJBIMU YacaMM MPOCVXKMBAJIA Y NbSIKOHUIIbI, HO U
TaM He HaxOAwWwiIa OHa IOKOS: KaK OyITO MEXIY MINOTOM M
€10 MPOTITUBAJIUCH TOHKKE, KaK MayTUHA, HUTU U COEAUHSIN
UX MPOYHO U HaBcerna. M ecnu oHa yitmer Ha Kpaii cBera,
CKpOETCS 332 BBICOKMMM CTE€HAMM MOHACTBIPS WUIH JaXKe YM-
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peT — U Tyna, BO MpaK MOTHUJIbI, TIOTSIHYTCS 32 HEIO TOHKUE,
Kak nayTMHa, HUTU, OIyTalOT €€ OECITIOKOMCTBOM U CTPAXOM.
M He ObUIM CIOKOMHBI MX HOYM: O€CCTpacTHHI ObLIM JIMIIA
CIISIIIMX, a MOJ UX YEPEIOM, B KOIIMAapHBIX Ipe3ax U CHax,
BbIpacTaj YyJOBUILHBIA MUP O€3yMUsl, U BJIAbIKOIO €ro ObL1
BCe TOT X€ 3araJoyHblil ¥ CTpallHblii 00pa3 MmojgypedeHKa,
TI0JTy3BEPSI.

Emy ObL10 ueThipe rofa, HO OH ellie He Hayajl XOAUTh U
yMeJ TOBOPUTh OJHO TOJBKO CIOBO: «/Iail»; ObLT 307 U Tpe-
OoBatesieH U, eC/Iu Yero-Hubyab He JAaBajid, TPOMKO Kpuya
3JIbIM XHMBOTHBIM KPUKOM W TSIHYJ BHOEPEd PYKU C XUIIHO
CKPIOUEHHBIMU MajibliaMu. B cBOMX MpUBBIYKAX OH ObLT He-
YHUCTOIJIOTEH, KaK XMWBOTHOE, BCE Neja moa ceds, Ha To-
CTWJIKY, U MEHSTh €€ ObLIO KaxKAbli pa3 My4eHUEM: C 310
XUTPOCTBIO OH BbIKMJATT MOMEHTA, KOT/Ia K HEMY HAKJIOHUTCS
roJioBa MaTe€pu WJIM CECTPbI, U BIOMBAICS B BOJOChl pyKamu,
BbIIEpryBasl uesnie npsau. OaHaxasl oH ykycus HacTtio; Ta
TMOBaJIAJIa €0 Ha KPOBaTh U JIOJTO 1 O€3XXKaJIOCTHO OMJIa, TOY-
HO OH ObUI HE YeJIOBEK M He peOEHOK, a KYyCOK 3JI0T0 MsIca;
U TOCJIe 3TOTO Caydasl OH MOJIOOUIT KycaThCsl U YrpoxKarouie
cKaJiiJI 3yObl, KaK cobaka.

Tak xe TpyaHO ObLIO KOPMUTb €r0 — XKaJAHbI U He-
TEepNeJIUBbI, OH HEe YMeJl pacCCUUThIBAaTb CBOMX JIBUXKEHUIA:
OTPOKUIbIBAJI YALIKY, TaBUJICS U 3JI00HO TSHYJICS K BoJocaM
CKpIOUEHHBIMU MasibllaMu. Y ObUT OTBpaTUTENIEH U CTpallleH
€ro BUJ: Ha y3€HbKUX, COBCEM €llle NETCKUX Ilieuax CUiel
MaJIEHbKMIA Yepen ¢ OTPOMHBIM, HETTOJBUXKHBIM U IIIUPOKUM
JIMLIOM, KaK Yy B3pocyioro. YTo-TO TpeBOXHOE U Myraroliee
ObUIO B 3TOM JUKOM HECOOTBETCTBMM MEXAY T'OJOBOM U Te-
JIOM, U Ka3aJoCh, YTO peOEHOK HaJleJl 3a4EM-TO OTPOMHYIO U
CTpaIlHYIO MAacCKYy.

M, xak npexne, craia NMUTh U3MydeHHas ronaabs. [Tuna
OHa MHOTO, 0 MOTepPU CO3HAHUS U 00JE3HU, HO U MOTYUMIA
AJIKOTOJIb HE MOT BBIBECTH €€ U3 XKEJIE3HOIO KPyra, B Cepeau-
He KOTOPOTo 1LlapuJl CTpalllHbIiA U HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIN 00pa3
noyiypedbeHka, rnojy3seps. Kak npexnie, vnckaaa oHa B BOAKE
KTYYUX M CKOPOHBIX BOCIIOMWHAHUM O MOTUOIIEM MEPBEH-
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1€, HO OHU HE MPUXOAWJIU, U TsXKesast, MEpTBasi MyCcTOTa He
Jlapuja eil Hu odpa3a, HU 3ByKa. Bcemu cuiamMu pa3ropsiueH-
HOTO MO3ra OHa BbI3bIBaja MUJIOE JIUIIO TUXOHBKOTO MaJib-
YyKKa, HaleBasa MeceHKM, Kakue e OH, yJbl0anach, Kak OH
yJIbIOasIcs, MpeAcTaBisia, Kak JaBUJICSd OH U 3axJieObIBaICs
MOJTYQJIMBOI BOMOW; U, YK€ Ka3aaoCh, CTAHOBWJICS OJIU30K
OH, M 3aXWrajach B CEpAlle BeJMKas, CTPAaCTHO KeJaHHAasd
CKOpOb, — KOT/a BHE3aIHO, HEYJIOBUMO JIJISI 3pEHUS U CllyXa,
BCE€ MPOBAIMBAJIOCH, BCE UCUE3aJI0, U B XOJIOAHOM, MEPTBOM
MyCTOTe TOSIBJIsUIaCh CTpalllHasl U HETTOABMXKHASI MackKa UIu-
ota. M kazajioch nomnajabe, YTO BO BTOPOM pa3 MOXOPOHUJIA
oHa Bacio u m1y0oKo 3aphljia ero; u XOTeJoCch pa3OouTh ro-
JIOBY, B CaMBbIX Hepax KOTOPOU HAIIo LAapUT YYKIbIA U OT-
BpaTUTENbHBINA 00pa3. B cTpaxe oHa MeTanach 110 KOMHATe U
3Bajia Myxa:

— Bacunuit! Bacunuii! Ckopee crona!

O. Bacunuii npuxonuyi U1 Moylya ycaxXuBaJicsl B HEOCBe-
IIEHHOM YTJIy; M ObLI TaK 0e3yyacTeH OH M CIIOKOEH, KakK
OyaTo He ObLIO HU KpMKa, HU Oe3ymusi, HU cTpaxa. M a3
€ro He BUIHO ObLIO, U TOA TSKEJI0K HaaOPOBHOIO apKOlO
HETOABMXHO YEPHEJIU JBa IIyOOKUX MSITHA, OT KOTOPbIX MC-
XyJlaBlliee JIMIIO Ka3aJloCh MOXOXWM Ha 4deper. Onepiuvch
MOA0OPOJKOM Ha KOCTJISIBYIO PYKY, OH 3aCThIBaJl B TSKEJIOM
MOJIYAaHUMM U HETMOJBUXHOCTU, MOKA YCTIOKOEHHAs TONaabs
¢ 0e3yMHOU cTaparesibHOCThIO 3aropaxuBajia JABepb, 3a KO-
Topoii Haxoauscgd uanoT. OHa ciBurasia CToJbl U CTYJIbs, Ha-
OpacbiBaJia TTOAYILIKU U TIJIaThsl, HO 3TOTO Ka3ajaoch € Maio.
M c cusoii mbsTHOTO YesIoBeKa OHa CpbIBajia C MECTA TSKEJbIiA
CTapMHHBIA KOMOI U IBUTAJIa €T0 K JABEPH, Llapanas IoJ.

— Ctynbsd OTONBUMHB! — 3amlbIXaBUIMCh, Kpuyaja OHa
MYy, ¥ TOT MoJl4a BCTaBaJl, 0CBOOOXK a7l MECTO U CHOBA ca-
JIIWJICS B CBOM YroiJi.

Ha munyTy nonanbsi ycmokamBajach U caiuiach, CAEPXKU-
Basl pyKoM TsXesloe AblXaHue, HO TOTYac Xe BCKaKuBajia u,
OTKMHYB C yXa paclyCTUBIIKMECS BOJOCHI, C Y>KacOM TPUCITY-
IIMBAJIaCh K TOMY, YTO IPE3UJIOCH €ii 3a CTEHOM.

— Caprmimb? Bacunnii, CABIIAIIB?
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JIBa 4epHBIX IISITHA HEIIOJABMIXHO TJIsSIAeId Ha Hee, U 0e3-
YYaCTHBIM HAJEKUI roJI0C OTBEYAIl:

— Tam tuxo. OH cnutT. Ycnokoiics, Hacrs.

ITomanbs yabibanaach pagoCTHO U CBETJIO, KaK peOeHOK, 1
HEpELIUTENIbHO MPUCAXUBAIACh HA KOHYUK CTYyJa.

— IIpasnga? Crnut? Toel cam Buaen? He jirm: araTh rpeniHo.

— Ja, Bugen. Cnur.

— A KTO ke TOBOpUT TaM?

— Hwukoro Tam HeT. DTO MOCBIIIANIOCH TeOE.

M nomnaabe CTaHOBUJIOCH TaK BECEIO, UTO OHA TPOMKO
cMesilach, IIYTJIMBO MOKayrBaja rojloBOil U HeompeaeeHHO
OTMaXxuBajach — KaK OYATO XOTeJl KTO-TO 3JIOil IMOLIYTUTH
HaJl HelO M HAIyraTh, a OHA IOHsIA eTo IIYTKY U Telepb cMe-
ercs. Ho 0e3 o13Byka, Kak KaMeHb B 0€3IOHHYIO IIPOMNACTb,
nagan U TyT Xe yMUpaJl OOUHOKUI cMeX, U ellle KPUBUICS
YCMEILIKOIO POT, KOIJAa B IJIa3ax e¢ yxKe HapacTal XOJOMIHbIMI
crtpax. M Takast TMIIMHA CTOsJ1a, CJIOBHO HUKOTAA U HUKTO
He cMeslIcsl B 3TOM KOMHAaTe, U ¢ pa30pOoCaHHbIX MOAYIIEK,
C TIEPEBEPHYTHIX CTYJIbEB, TAKUX CTPAHHBIX, KOTJa CMOTPETH
Ha HUX CHU3Y, C TSKEJIOro KOMoJa, HeYKIIIOXKe CTOSIIIEro Ha
HEOOBIYHOM MecCTe, — OTOBCIOAY TJIsIeNI0O Ha Hee TOJIOAHOE
OXUJaHUEe KaKON-TO CTpallHON Oefbl, KAKUX-TO HEBEIOMBbIX
yXacoB, J0cejie He UCIbITaHHBIX ellle YyeaoBekoM. OHa 060-
paunBajach K My:Xy — B YEPHOM YIJIy MYTHO CepeJiO UTO-TO
JJIMHHOE, TIPSIMOE, CMYTHOE, KaK IMPU3paK; OHAa HAKJIOHSIACh
OmKe — Ha Hee CMOTPEJIO JIMLIO, HO CMOTPEJIO OHO He IJia-
3aMU, COKPBITBIMU YEPHOIO TE€HbIO OpOBeli, a OEIbIMU IISITHA-
MU OCTPBIX CKYJ 1 JI6a. M, yacTo Abllia rpOMKUM AbIXaHUEM
cTpaxa, OHa THUXO XaJloBalaCh:

— Bacg! 4 6oroch Te6s1. Kakoii eI, ipaBo! Mnou ciona, K
CBETY.

O. Bacuiuii MoKopHO MepelarHyi K CToJy, U TerUIbli
CBET JIaMIIbl TaJl Ha ero JIMLo, HO He corpena ero. Ho oHo
ObLIO CITOKOIHO, Ha HEM He ObLIO cTpaxa, U 3TOro ObLIO 10-
CTaTOYHO I momnaabu. I1puban3uB ry0bl K caMOMY YXY O.
Bacummsi, oHa 1menoToM CIipocuia:

— ITomn, a mon! Ter moMuuIIb Bacro... Toro Bacio?
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— Her.

— Ara! — ob6panoBanach nomnanabsi. — Toxe HeT. U g HeT.
Tebe crpamno, mon? A? CrpamiHo?

— Her.

— A 3a4eM THI CTOHEIIb BO cHe? 3a4eM Thl CTOHEIIh?

— Taxk. Hesmopos.

IMomaapst cepauTo 3acMesIach.

— Tw1? HeznopoB? B10 THI He3mopoB? — OHa TKHYya
MayibleM B €ro KOCTJISIBYIO, HO IIIMPOKYIO 1 TBEPAYIO Ipydb. —
3aueM Thl JIKEllb?

O. Bacunumii Momyan. Ilonambst 3M100HO B3MISIHYJIA HA €O
XOJIOAHOE JIUIIO, JABHO HE CTPMIKEHHYI0 Gopomy, mpo3pau-
HBIMU KJIOUKAMH BBICTYMNABIIIYIO M3 BIAJBIX 1IEK, U C OTBpa-
IIEHUEM TepeiepHyJIa TIeYaMu:

— V-ax! Kakoii To1 ctan! [IpoTuBHBIN, 37101, XOJIOMHBIN,
Kak Jiarymka. Y-ax! Pa3Be s BuHOBaTa, YTO OH pOIMIICS Ta-
koii? Hy roBopu xe. O yeM Tbl AyMaeliib? O yeM Thl TTOCTO-
STHHO JyMaelllb, JyMaellb, 1yMaelilb?

O. Bacwiuii Moj4aa M BHUMATEJbHBIM, pa3apakaroluM
B3IVISIAOM HM3y4yall OJieqHOe M M3MYYEHHOE JIMLIO ITOMaabu.
M korma cMojKaiau mocjeaHUe 3BYKM ee OSCCBA3HON peun,
KyTKasl, HeHapyIlIMMasl TUIIWHA XeJIe3HbIMU KOJIbLAMU OX-
BaTbIBajla €e TOJIOBY U I'PYIb U CIIOBHO BBIAABIMBAJIA OTTyIA
TOPOILIUBEIE U HEOXUIAHHBIE CJI0BA:

— A g 3Hato0!.. A g 3Hato! 4 3Haro, 1101I.

— Yro 3Haemn?

— 3Halo, 0 YeM THI AyMaelb. THl... — Ilomagbst ocraHo-
BUJIACh U CO CTPAXOM OTOJBUHYJIACh OT Myxa. — ThI... B bora
He Bepullb. BoT uro!

M xorma yxe ckazaljia, MOYyBCTBOBajia OHA, KaK yXKacCHO
CcKa3aHHOE €10, M XaJIKasl yJblOKa, Mpocsiiasl o MpoIIeHUH,
pa3aBUHYJIA €e OMyXIIue, UCKyCaHHbIe TyObl, COXKEHHBIE
BOJIKOI 1 KpacHbIe, KaK KpoBb. Y1 oOpamoBajach, Korma mo-
OJIeIHEBIIMIA TIOI PE3KO M HACTABUTEILHO OTBETUII:

— 3Oro Henpaaa. Jlymaii, uro roBopuiiib. I Bepio B 6ora.
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N ongare MoimyaHue, ONSITh TUINMHA, — HO OBIIIO B Hel
YTO-TO JJACKOBOE, MSITKO OOHMMaBIIIEE TTOMAIbl0, KaK TeIjias
Bojga. M, moTynus riasa, oHa CTHIIJIMBO MPOCKUJIA:

— MoxHo MHe, Bacs, g Beinblo HeMHOT0o? CKOpee 3acHy
MOTOM, a TO BeAb MO3[IHO.

OHa Ha/lMBajla YeTBEepPTh CTaKaHa BOAKM, HEPEIIUTEIbHO
Jo0aBsija elle U BhINMBajga A0 JHA, MaJIEHbKMMU Helpe-
PBIBHBIMM TJIOTKAMU, KakK IbIOT XEHIIMHBI. B rpynu craHo-
BUJIOCH TOPSIUO, XOTEJIOCh KaKOTO-TO Becesibsl, IIIyMa U CBeTa
W JIIOACKHUX TPOMKUX TOJIOCOB.

— 3Haemnb, YTO MHI caenaeM, Bacs? JlaBail urpathb B Kap-
Thl, B nypauku. ITozoBu HacTio. Bot cnaBHO OyneT; o010
s UrpaTh B Aypadyku. Baceuka, muiblii, mo3oBu! f mouenyio
TeOs 3a 3TO.

— IMosgHo. OHa yXe CIuT.

ITomagbs TOMHYJIA HOTOM.

— Pazoynu!.. Hy, ctynaii.

IMpuina Hacta, ToHKast, BbIcOKast, Kak OTell, ¢ OOJIbIIM-
MU pyKaMu, 3arpyOeBIIUMU B paboTe; el ObUIO XOJ0AHO, OHA
310KO KyTajach B KOPOTKHUI IJIATOK M MoJIYa IpoBepsiia 3a-
caJIeHHYIO KOJIoay.

M Mosya caguiuch OHU UTpaTh B BECEIYIO U CMELIHYIO
UTPy — B Xa0CE CIBUHYTBHIX C MECT U TEPEBEPHYTHIX BeElllei,
cpeay TIyOOKOI HOUYM, KOTJAa AaBHO Y:Ke CIIao BCe: U JIIOIU,
¥ XKUBOTHBIE, U noJis. [lomanbs myTia, cMestjlach, Kpaia u3
KOJIOAbI KO3BIPHBIE KApThl, U €l YyIUIIOCh, YTO BCE CMEIOT-
csl Y IIYTSIT; HO, JIMIIb 3aMUpaJl MIOCIEeIHUI 3BYK ee peuu, Ta
Ke HeHapyllluMasi U Tpo3Hasl TUIIMHA CMBIKAJach Hall HEwo
u nymuna. M crpaiiHo ObLIO CMOTpEeTh Ha ABE Maphbl He-
MBIX KOCTJISIBBIX PYK, OECIIYMHO M MEIJIEHHO ABUTABIIUXCS
MO CTOJYy, KaK OYATO TOJbKO OAHMW 3TU PYKU ObUIM XKUBbIC
U He ObLIO JII0JIei, KOTOPBIM OHU TIpUHajjexaT. B3aporHys,
C NbSIHO-0€3yMHBIM OXHJIaHUEM CBEPXbEeCTECTBEHHOI'O OHa
Isiaesa MoBepX CToja — JiBa XOJOMHBIX, IBa OJIeIHbIX, 1Ba
YIPIOMBIX JIM1IAa OAWHOKO BBIIBUTAIMCHh U3 TEMHOTHI U Kaya-
JINCh B CTPAHHOM HEMOI TUISICKE — JBa XOJIOAHBIX, IBa YIPIO-
MbIX juia. YTo-To mpobdypuaBs, moIaabs BbIIUBAjIA BOIKU, U
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CHOBa OECIITYMHO ABUTAINCH KOCTJISIBBIE pYKU, ¥ TUIIIMHA Ha-
YyHaJIa TyaeTh, U KTO-TO HOBBIA, YETBEPTHIM, MOSBIISUICS 3a
CTOJIOM. XHUIIIHO CKPIOYEHHBIE NaJiblbl IIepedupanu KapThl,
MOTOM ABUTAJIMCH K TTOIaabe, OexXaiu, Kak Mayku, 1o ee Ko-
JIEHSIM, TTOAOUPAIMCH K TOPJTY...

— K10 TyT? — BCKpMKMBaja Iorajabs U BcTaBajia U yauB-
JIsIach, YTO BCE YXE CTOSIT U CO CTPaXOM CMOTPSIT Ha Hee.
M obu10 Mx TONBKO ABOE: MyxXK 1 HacTs.

— Ycnokoticsi, Hacts. Mbi TyT. Bosibliie HUKorO.

— A oH?

— OH cnur.

IMonanwst cema, 1 HA MUHYTY BCe TEPECTalio KadaTbCA U
TBEpIO CTajlo Ha cBoe MecTto. M nuio y o. Bacunus Obuio
Jnobpoe.

— Bacga! A 4to0 xe OymeT ¢ HaMM, KOrJa OH HadyHeT XO-
IUTH?

Oteruna Hacrs:

— CeronHs s cobupasia eMy YKMHATh U BUAENA: OH Ille-
BEJINJT HOXKKOW.

— Henpaaga, — ckasaj 1o, HO CJI0BO 3TO IMPO3ByYasio
JajieKo U TJIYyXO.

M cpazy B GellleHOM BUXpe 3aKPYXWIOCh BCe, 3aruisicaiu
OTHU M MpakK, U OTOBCIONY 3aKavyajJuCh Ha IOMajablo Oe3ria-
3ple mpu3paku. OHU KayaJlUCh U CJIETIO JIE3JIM Ha Hee, OIlly-
MBIBAJIA €€ CKPIOYEHHBIMY TaJIblIaMU, PBAJIA ONEXKIY, AYIIIH-
JIX 32 TOPJIO, BIIMBAJIUCh B BOJIOCHI M KyIa-TO BJIEKIU. A OHA
LIeTUISUTACh 3a T0J1 00JIOMaHHBIMU HOTTSIMM U KprJaia.

ITonanbst OuIachk roJoBOM, IOPHIBAJIACH Kyda-TO OeXaTb
1 pBajia Ha cebe maaThe. M Tak cuibHa Oblla B OXBAaTUBILEM
ee 0e3yMUM, YTO HE MOIJIM C HElo CIpaBUThes 0. Bacunuit u
Hacts, u npuiiiock 3Bath KyxapKy 4 paboTHuKa. BuetBepom
OHU OCWJIWJIU €€, CBSI3aJIM MOJIOTeHLIaMU PYKU U HOTU U TIO-
JIOXKWUJIM Ha KpPOBaTb, 1 OCTaJICs ¢ Helo oauH 0. Bacunuii. OH
HEIOJABUXHO CTOSIJT Y KPOBAaTU U CMOTpPEJ, KaK CyIOpPOXKHO
MU3rnbagoCch U KOPUMUIOCH TEJIO U CJIe3bl TEKJIU U3-TI0M 3aKPbI-
ThIX BeK. OXPUIIIIMM OT KPUKY r0JIOCOM OHa MOJIWJIA;

— ITomorute! TTomorurte!
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Junko-xanobeH u cTpaileH ObUI OOMHOKUI KPUK O IO-
MOIIIM, ¥ HUOTKyJa He ObUto oTBeTa. Kak caBaH, obiumana
ero riayxag 1 6eccTpacTHasl TUIIIMHA, M ObLI OH MEPTB B 3TOM
ofeX]le MEPTBbIX; HEJEIO 3aAUpald HOXKHU OMPOKUHYThIC
CTYJIbSl U CTHIIJINBO CBEPKAJIU JHUILAMU; PACTEPSIHHO KpU-
BUJICSI CTapblil KoMo#d, 1 HOYb Mojyana. M Bce ciabee, Bce
Kajjo0Hee CTAHOBUJICS OMMHOKMWI KPUK O TIOMOIIIHN:

— ITomorurte! boapHo! ITomorute! Bacst, MuneHbKMiA MO
Bacs...

XOJIOOHBIM U CTPAHHO-CITOKOMHBIM XXEeCTOM, HE JIBUTASICh
¢ Mecta, 0. Bacunuit monHsI pyKyu U B3si1 ceOsl 3a TOJIOBY,
Kak 3a IoJjryaca Iepej TeM Momaabs, U TaK 3Ke HETOPOIUIMBO
U CIIOKOMHO OMYCTUJT PYKH, U MEXAY MalblaMU UX APOXAIU
JJIMHHbBIE MCUEpHA-CeIble HUTU BOJIOC.

5

Cpenu moneid, ux Aea U pa3roBopoB 0. Bacuiauii ObLI1 Tak
BUAMMO 000CO0JIeH, TaK HEMOCTUXKUMO UYK] BCEMY, KaK €CJIU
OBl OH He ObLI YeJIOBEKOM, a TOJIbKO ABUXKYIIEHCSI 000J0YKOIO
ero. OH nenai Bce, UTO JAealoT ApYyrue, pasroBapusai, pabdbo-
TaJI, MW U €J1, HO MTHOTAA Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OH TOJIBKO MOApaKaeT
IEVCTBUSIM KMBBIX JIIOEH, a caM XXWBET B APYTOM, Kyna HeT
JocTyna HUKoMmy. M KTo Obl HU BUIIEN €ro, BCAKUIA CIpalliu-
BaJI ce0s1: 0 YeM AyMaeT 3TOT 4yejioBeK? Tak IBCTBEHHO ObLIa
HauepTaHa ITy0ookas Ayma Ha BCeX ero ABUXXeHUsX. bblia oHa
B €TI0 TSIKEJIOM MOCTYIHM, B MEMJIUTEILHOCTY 3alIMHAOIICHCS
peuu, Korjaa MexXay IByMsI CKa3aHHbIMM CJIOBAMU 3USLIM Yep-
HbIE TIPOBaJIbl MPUTAUBIIECS TaJIEKON MBICIIU; TSKEJION Tie-
JIEHOM BUCeJIa OHA HaJ ero rja3aMu, U TYMaHeH ObLT JajieKuit
B30p, TYCKJIO MEpLAaBIIMIA U3-10od HaBUCIIUX OpoBeil. THO-
rIa MpUXOIMJIOCH TI0 IBa pa3a OKJIUKATH €ro, IPEXIe YeM OH
YCJBIIIUT U OT30BETCS; APYTUM OH 3a0bIBaJl TIOKJIOHUTHCS, U
3a 9TO CTajJu CYMUTATh ero ropabiM. Tak, He TTIOKJIOHMIICS OH
onHaxnbl UBany ITopdupbiuy; TOT criepBa yauBUICS, TOTOM
OBICTPO HarHaja MeUIEHHO IAaraBIIero Iorna.
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— 3aropaenu, OaToomka! KinaHSaTbca He XOTUTE, — Ha-
CMEIITUBO CKa3ajl OH.

O. Bacunuit ¢ HegoyMeHUEM IOCMOTpesl Ha Hero, Io-
KpacHeJ cjierka 1 U3BMHWICS:

— H3Bunwute, MBaH [Mopdupbiu: He 3aMeTUIL.

CrapocTa CTpPOro, CBEpXy BHM3, XOTeJ MOCMOTPETh Ha
rnomna 1 TyT BIEPBbIE 3aMETUJI, YTO IOM BHIIIE €r0 POCTOM,
XOTSI CaM OH CUMTAJICS CaMbIM BBICOKMM YeJIOBEKOM B OKpYTE.
M 4T0-TO MPUSTHOE MEJIbKHYJIO B 3TOM OTKPBITUN, U HEOXKHU-
JIaHHO JIJ1s1 ce0s1 cTapocTa MPUTIacul:

— 3axoguTe Kak-HUOYIb.

M nonro obopauyuBasicss U MepuJ riazamu nona. [pust-
HO CTaJio M 0. Bacunuio, HO TOJIBKO HA MTHOBEHHME: yKe ye-
pe3 IBa I1ara Ta e IMOCTOSTHHAs AyMa, TsoKeslas M Tyrasl, Kak
MEJbHUYHBIN XepHOB, MpUIaBUIa BOCTIOMMHAHUE O CTapoO-
CTHMHBIX JOOPBIX CJI0BaX U HA MYyTH K yCTaM pa3faaBujia TUXYIO
U HecMenyto yabeloky. M cHoBa oH gyman — aymain o 6ore, U
0 JIIONISIX, M O TAMHCTBEHHBIX Cyb0axX 4eJIOBeUECKOMN KU3HU.

N ciayyunoch 3To0 Ha MCNIOBEAU: OKOBaHHBIN CBOEIO He-
MOJIBMXHOI AyMol, o. Bacunuit paBHOAYIIHO mpediarai
KaKoM-TO cTapyxe OObIYHbIE BOIPOCHI, KOrjla BHE3aIHO MO-
pasuia ero CTpaHHOCTb, KOTOPO# He 3aMeyall OH paHbliie: OH
CTOUT U CIIOKOWHO pacCIpalllMBaeT O CaMbIX COKPOBEHHBIX
TTOMBICIIaX M YYBCTBAX, a KaKOW-TO YeIOBEK ITyTJIMBO CMO-
TPUT HA HETO M OTBEYAET MpaBIy — Ty MpaBIy, KOTOPOI He
JIaHO 3HATh HUKOMY Ipyromy. I MOpIIIMHUCTOE JINIIO CTapy-
XU Cpa3y CAenaaoch 0COOEHHBIM U SIPKMM, KaK OyATO KPyroM
OblJ1a HOYb, a Ha HEro Ha OJHOTIO Iajan JHeBHoI cBeT. U He-
OXUIaHHO, Ha IMOJyCI0BE NepedunBas ee, OH CIIPOCKI:

— A THI IpaBIy TOBOPUIIB, cTapyxa?

Ho uto oTBeTMNa cTapyxa, oH He ciablai. OTnan TymaH
OT €ero Julia, U OJECTAIIMMU, TOYHO OOMBITHIMU IJ1a3aMU OH
U3YMJIEHHO TJISIAe Ha JIMIIO XXKEeHIIUHBI, U OHO ObLJIO OCOOEH-
HOe — Ha HeM Oblla HauepTaHa Kakasi-TO W SICHasl U 3ara-
JloyHas mpaBaa o 6ore U o Xu3Hu. Ha rojose y ctapyxu mnoj
CUTLEBBIM TIATKOM 0. Bacwinii 3amMeTrs1 mpodop — cepeHb-
KYIO TIOJIOCKY KOXM CPeIy TIIaTeJIbHO pacuyeCaHHBIX BOJOC.
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W sT0oT XKankuii mpodop, 3Ta riryxas 3ad0Ta o cTapoii, HeKpa-
CHBOI1, HUKOMY HE HYXKHOI1 T0JI0BE OBIJIA TaKXKe IpaBIoOil —
neyajbHOI IpaBaoil 0 BEYHO OJNMHOKON, BEYHO CKOPOHOI
yeJ0BeueCKol Xu3Hu. M TyT BrepBbie Ha COPOKOBOM Troay
cBoero ObITUS 0. Bacunmii @uBeiickuii MOHSUI I1a3aMu, U
CJIyXOM, U BCEMU YyBCTBaMU CBOUMU, YTO, KPOME HETO, ECTh
Ha 3eMJIe JIpyrue JII0IU — MOJ00HbIE €My CYIIECTBA, U Y HUX
CBOS$I XXM3Hb, CBOE TOpE, CBOS CyAbp0a.

— A etn y Tebs eCcTh? — OBICTPO CIIPOCHUJI OH, CHOBA ITe-
pebuBas crapyxy.

— YMepinu, GaTiomnka.

— Bce yMepau? — ynuBuics MoOII.

— Bce ymepau, — moBTopuia XeHIIMHA, U IJ1a3a ee Mo-
KpacHeJu.

— Kak xe Thl XuBelib? — ¢ HEJOYMEHMEM CIIPOCHUII O.
Bacunuii.

— Kakag xe Hallla XXu3Hb, — 3ariakaia crapyxa. — Kro
MUJIOCTBIHBKY TMOJACT, TEM U XUBY.

BriTsiHyB 1110 Bhoepen, o. Bacuiumii ¢ BBICOTBL CBOETO
OTPOMHOTO pOCTa BIMBAJICSI B CTapyXy IJla3aMyd U MoJIYall.
W nnvHHOE, KOCTIIBOE JIMIIO €70, 0OpaMJIIEHHOE CBECHUBIIIM-
MUCS BOJIOCAaMM, TMOKa3aJloCh CTapyXe HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM U
CTpallHbIM, U PYKU €€, CJIOXKEHHbBIE Ha TPy, TTOXOJOACIIN.

— Hy, ctymaii, — npo3By4aa Haja HElO CYpOBBI T'OJIOC.

...CTpaHHBIC THU HAYaJIMCh W11 0. Bacuimst, 1 HeObIBanoe
TBOPWJIOCH B yMe ero. /o cux mop ObUIO TaK: CyIllecTBOBaJia
KpPOXOTHAsI 3eMJIsI, 1 Ha HEW XXWJI OOWH OIPOMHEIN 0. Bacu-
JIUIA CO CBOMM OTPOMHBIM TOPEM M OIPOMHBIMU COMHEHUSI-
MU, — a APYTUX JIoAei KaKk OyaTo He XKWIo coBceM. Temnepb
K€ 3eMJISI BhIpPOCJIa, cTajla HEOOBSTHOI M BCSI 3aceiujiach
JIIOIBbMHU, MOJOOHBIMU 0. Bacuiuio. Mx OBLJIO MHOXECTBO,
W KaXblii U3 HUX TO0-CBOEMY XUJ, TTO-CBOEMY CTpajal, Io-
CBOEMY HaJIesICS U COMHEBAJICSI, U cpeaud Hux o. Bacunmii
YyBCTBOBaJI Ce0s KaK OOMHOKOE JIEPEBO B II0JIE, BOKPYT KO-
TOPOT0 BHE3AITHO BHIPOC ObI O3rpaHUYHBIN U I'ycTol ec. He
CTaJI0O OAMHOYECTBAa, — HO BMECTE C HUM CKPbLIOCH U COJIH-
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1€, ¥ TyCTbIHHBIE CBETJIbIE Jalu, U TIJIOTHEE CAenaics MpaK
HOYM.

Bce nmonu roBopuiiu eMy npapny. Korma oH He CblIan ux
MPaBAWBBLIX peUYeid, OH BUIEJ MX IOMa U JIMIIA; U HA JIOMax 1
Ha Juiax ObUla HauepTaHa HeyMoJiMMas mpaBna Xu3Hu. OH
YyBCTBOBaJI 3Ty MpaBIy, HO HE YMEJI €€ Ha3BaTh U >KaJHO UC-
KaJ HOBBIX JIMII U HOBBIX peueil. McrnoBenHukoB B Poxne-
CTBEHCKOM ITOCTY ObIBaJIO HEMHOI'O, HO KaXXJI0T0 U3 HUX TOII
JiepKajl Ha UCTIOBEAM 10 LIeJIbIM YyacaM U JOMpalliiBal TbIT-
JINBO, HACTOMYMBO, 3a0UpasiCh B caMble 3alIOBEIHbIE YTOJIKU
JyIlIW, KyJa caM 4eJOBeK 3arjis/ibiBaeT PeIKO U CO CTPaXOM.
OH He 3HaJl, Yero OH MILET, U OeCNoIlagHO MepeBOpaYrBal
BCE, Ha YeM JEpXKUTCI U YeM XKUBET ayliia. B Borpocax cBOMx
OH OBbLI 0e3:XalocTeH U OeCCThIIeH, U CTpaxa He 3Hajla ero
poauBiiasicss Mbicib. M yxe ckopo moHsu1 o. Bacunuii, yto
T€ JIIOAW, KOTOPbIE TOBOPST €My OJHY IMpaBly, KaKk caMOMYy
0ory, caMu He 3HAlOT MpaBIbl O CBOEH XU3HU. 3a ThICSTYaAMU
WX MaJIeHbKMX, Pa3pO3HEHHbIX, BpaxkIeOHbIX MpaB CKBO3M-
JIM TYMAHHbIE€ OYEPTAHUS OJHOM BEJIMKOM, BCEpa3pelIaroleit
npasabl. Bce 4yBCcTBOBaIM ee, U BCe ee XKIajlu, HO HUKTO He
yMeJl Ha3BaTb €€ YeJOBEUYECKUM CJIOBOM — 3Ty OTPOMHYIO
npaBay o 6ore, U O JIOASIX, U O TAMHCTBEHHBIX CyAbOax ye-
JIOBEUECKOM XKU3HU.

Hauan yyBcTBOBaTh ee 0. Bacuimii, 1 4yBCTBOBAJ €€ TO
KakK OoTyasiHue W O€3yMHBIIl CTpax, TO KaK XKaJoCTb, THEB U
Hagexay. Y ObL1 OH mo-IIpeXXHeMy CYpOB M XOJIOJEH C BUAY,
KOTa YM U CEpILE €T0 YXKe IUIABUIUCh HA OTHE HEMO3HABAe-
MO MpaBabl U HOBas XXW3Hb BXOIWJIA B CTApOE TEJO.

Bo BTOpHUK Ha TiocienHelt Heaene nepen PoxnecTBoM o.
Bacunuii mo3gHo BEpHYJICS U3 LIEPKBU; B TEMHBIX XOJOIHBIX
CEHSIX er0 OCTAaHOBUJIA UbsSI-TO PYKa, U OXPUITLLIMIA TOJIOC TTPO-
LIenTant:

— Bacunuii, He xoau Tyna.

ITo crpaxy B rojsoce oH y3Haj, UTO 3TO MOMAabsl, U OCTa-
HOBUJICS.

— S yx vac xnmy Tebs. 3amepana Bcsa! — OHa JISICKHYyIa
3y0aMU OT BHE3AITHOM IPOXKMU.
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— Yto ciyuunocs? Iloiinem.

— Her! Her! Caymait! Hacts... s Bouia, a oHa CTOUT
nepes 3epKajoM U1 AeyaeT JUIo, KaK OH, U pPyKH, KakK OH...

— Iloiinem.

OH cuJ10ii yBeJl B KOMHATBI COMTPOTHBIISIBLIYIOCS ITOMAbIO,
U TaM, O3UPasiCh, IpoXka OT X0JIoJa U CTpaxa, OHa pacckasa-
Ja. OHa 1U1a B KOMHATy, 4TOObI MOJMTh LIBEThI, U YBUIEA:
Hacts crouT THxo mepen 3epkajoM, U B 3epKajie BUTHO €e
JIUII0, HO He TaKoe, KaK BCEeraa, a CTpaHHO O0eCCMbICIEHHOE,
C INKO UCKPHUBJICHHBIM PTOM 1 TTePEKOCUBIITMMHUCS TJIa3aMU.
ITotoM Tak xe Tuxo Hacts moaHsiia pyku U, 3aTHYB Harpsi-
JKEHHO MaJIbllbl, KaK Y MIMOTA, MOTIHYJIACh UMM K CBOEMY
N300paXeHUI0 — U BCE KPYroM OBLIO TaK THUXO, M BCE ITO
OBLJIO TaK CTPAIIIHO 1 TaK HE TOX0Xe Ha MpaBIy, YTO MOIaabs
BCKpUKHYJIa U ypoHuUJa Jieiiky. A Hacta yoexana. U tenepb
OHAa He 3HaeT HaBepHOe, OBbLIO JIM 3TO B NEMCTBUTEIbHOCTH
WU el TPUTPE3UIOCh.

— IlozoBu Hactio u yxonu cama, — mpukasa Io1l.

ITpumna Hacta u ocraHoBuiachk y nopora. Jiuio y Hee
ObLIO IJMHHOE, KOCTJISIBOE, KaK y OTLia, U CTOslJIa OHa, KaK
OOBIYHO CTOSUT OH TIPM Pa3rOBOpe: BHITSHYB IIIEI0 HEMHOTO
HaboK, C YIpIOMbIM B3IJIsII0M Mcnomioobs. M pyku aepxxana
Hazaau, KaK OH.

— Hacra! 3ayeM THI Aenaemb 3T0? — CypoBO, HO CITOKOM-
HO cripocui o. Bacunuii.

— Yto?

— Martb Bugena teds mepen 3epKajaoM. 3ayeM ThI Aenia-
eib? Beab oH 60JBbHOI.

— Her, oH He 6onbHOI. OH IepeT MeHS 3a BOJIOCHI.

— 3ayeM ke Thl Iefaelllb, Kak oH? Pa3Be Tebe HpaBUTCS
JINLIO, KaK y Hero?

Hacts yrpromMmo cMoTpeia B CTOpOHY.

— He 3Haw, — orBeTwi1a oHa. M co cTpaHHOI OTKPOBEH-
HOCTBIO B3IJISTHYJIA B TJ1a3a OTIY M pelIUTeIbHO J0OaBIMIa:

— HpaBurcs.

O. Bacunumii BcMaTpuBajcs B Hee M MOJIYaIl.
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— A BaM He HpaBUTCSI? — MOJIYYTBEPAUTEIHLHO CIIpOCUIa
Hacrs.

— Her.

— A 3aueMm Xe Bbl 0 HeM aymaete? S Obl ero youna.

O. Bacunuio mokasanoch, 4To u ceiiuac Hacta nenaet
JIMII0, KaK y UAMOTA: YTO-TO TYIOE U 3BEPCKOE Mpobdexkaio B
CKyJIax Y CIBUHYJIO IJ1a3a.

— Crymaii! — pe3Ko cKa3a OH.

Ho Hacts He nBuraiach ¢ MecTa M € TOIO XX€ CTPaHHOIO
OTKPOBEHHOCTbIO CMOTpEJa OTLY NpsiMo B rjaza. M nuio ee
He ObLIO MOXOXe Ha OTBPaTUTEJIbHYIO MacKy UIMOTA.

— A 000 MHe BbI He AyMaeTe, — cKasajla OHa MPOCTO, KaK
0e3pa3InYHyIO IIpaBay.

M Ttorma B HapacTamwlleil Mrjie 3MuMHUX CyMepeK MEXIy
HUMH, MOXOXWMU W pa3HbIMHU, MPOU3OLIE] KOPOTKUUA U
CTpPaHHBIN pa3roBop:

— To1 noub Mos1? Ilouemy ke s aToro He 3Han? Thl 3Ha-
elb?

— Her.

— Tloitogy 1 nmouenyii MeHs.

— He xouy.

— Thl MeHSI He JIIOOUIIIb?

— Her. {I Hukoro He J1006J110.

— Kak u a! — Y Ho3npu 1iona pa3ayuch OT CAEpPXKaHHO-
ro cMexa.

— A BBI TOXe HUKOTro He mobute? A mamy? OHa O4YeHb
nbeT. Ee s Toxe Ob1 youia.

— A mens?

— Bac Her. BbI co MHOI0 pazroBapuBacTe. MHe Bac Obl-
BaeT Xanko. OueHb, 3HaeTe JIU, TSIKEN0, KOrJa TaKO ChIH —
nypadok. OH cTpallHo 3Jioii. Bbl ellle He 3HaeTe, Kakoil OH
3noii. OH XUBBIX MPycakoB ecT. S eMy jaja aecsTh IITYK, U
OH BCEX Chell.

He otxonst oT aBepu, oHa OCTOPOXHO IpHcCesia Ha Kpa-
ellleK CTyjla, KakK ClyXaHKa, CJIOXWiIa PyKU Ha KOJIEHSX U
XKaana.

— CkyuHo, Hacts! — 3agymMyuBO cKa3an IIOII.
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HeToporminBo u BaxkHO OHa COTIACHIIACK:

— KoHeuHo, cKy4HO.

— A 0Oory Thl MOJIUIIILCS?

— Kak xe, momtoch. TobKo 1Mo BeuepaM, a yTpoM HEKOr-
na, pabotel MHoro. IlonMetu, moctenu yoepu, mocynay mo-
Moii, BacbKke yalo MpUroToBb, Mojail — caMu 3HaeTe, CKOJIb-
KO Jena.

— Kak ropHuuHasi, — HeompeaeaeHHO cKaszaa o. Bacu-
JIVIIA.

— Yro BbI? — He noHsu1a Hacrs.

O. Bacumit Mogan, HU3KO CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY; M ObLI OH
OrPOMHBIN M YepHbI Ha (pOHE TYCKJIO OEJIeBIIEeTO OKHA, U
cjioBa ero kazanuch Hacte yepHbIMU M OJECTSIIIMMMU, KakK
crexysipyc. OHa IoJIro xjaana, Ho OTel MoJda, U poOKO oHa
OKJIMKHYJIA:

— Ilamna!

He nogHumast rosiossl, 0. Bacuiuii moBeJUTeIbHO MaXHYJT
PYKO# — pa3 u apyroi pa3. Hacts B3noxHysa v oAHsIIACh, U
JIMILIb TOJILKO 00EpHYIACh K IBEPU, YTO-TO MPOIIYMENIO C3aau
Hee, IBe CUJIbHbIE KOCTJISIBbIC PYKM TTOAHSIIM €€ Ha BO3AYyX, U
CMEIITHOU rojloc MPOoIlernTaa B caMoe yXO:

— OOHuMali 3a 11eto. 51 oTHecy TeOsl.

— Yro BbI! A Beap Gosblas.

— Hwuuero! Jlepxuce.

TpyaHo ObLIO ABIIIATH OT PYK, CKUMABIIHUX €€, KaK Xe-
JIe3Hble 00pYy4Yr, HY>KHO OBLIIO HarubaThCsl B ABEPSIX, YTOOKI
HE yIapuUTbCsd TOJOBOU, U OHA HE 3HAJa, XOPOIIO €i WM
TOJILKO CTpaHHO. M oHa He 3Haja, MOCHBIIAIOCh el MU
oTell NIeMCTBUTEIbLHO MPOLIEIITa:

— XKaneit mamy.

Ho, yxxe moMonuBiMch 60ry U yKiaaabiBasch crarb, Ha-
CTs JOJITO CUJieJla Ha KpPOBaTU M pa3MbIluisia. XyaeHbKast
CIIMHA €€, C OCTPLIMU JIONATKaMU 1 OTYETIMBBIMU 3BEHbSIMU
XpebTa, CWJILHO ropoujach; rpsidHasl pyodallka CIycTUJIach
C OCTpOro Tijieya; OOHSIB pyKaMu KOJEHU M TOKauuBasiCh,
MOX0Xasl Ha YEPHYIO CEpAUTYIO MTHUILY, 3aCTUTHYTYIO B MOJIE
MOpO30M, OHa CMOTpeJIa BIeped CBOMMH HEMUTAIOIIUMH
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rJla3aMM, TIPOCTBIMU U 3aTafOuyHBIMU, KakK Tjas3a 3Beps. U c
3aJlyMUYMBbBIM YIIPSIMCTBOM IIpollienTaia:

— A g OBI ee Bce-Taku youia.

[To3nHero HOUBIO, KOTIa Bce cnaiu, 0. Bacuiuit THxo Bo-
1IeJ B KOMHATy, 4 JIMIO ero ObLIO XOJOIHO U cypoBo. He
B3IJISTHYB Ha HacTio, OH TOCTaBIII JIJaMITy Ha ITOJI M HAKJIO-
HUJICS HaA TUXO CHSIMM uauotoMm. OH Jiexaa HaB3HUYb,
BBIIIATUB YPOIJIMBO TPYIb, PACKUHYB DYKU, M MaJIeHbKasd
ckaTasl ToJIOBa €ro 3alpoKUAbIBaIach Ha3al, Oesesl MaJeHb-
KMM Ccpe3aHHbIM ImoabdopoakoMm. Bo cHe, mon OJeaHBIM OTpa-
JKEHHBIM CBETOM, MaAaBIINM C MOTOJIKA, C 3aKPbITHIMU BeKa-
MM, CKPbIBaBILIMMU OECCMBICIME TJ1a3, JIMLIO €ro He Ka3ajloCh
TaKMM CTpalllHbIM, KaK JHeM. W yTomyieHHBIM OBbLIO OHO,
Kak JIMIIO aKTepa, U3BMYYEHHOTO TPYIHOIO UTPOIO, Y BOKPYT
OTPOMHOTO COMKHYTOTO pTa JieXajla TeHb CypOBOI TIeYasIu.
Kaxk 6ynaro nBe mymm ObLIO B HEM, M KOTJa OJHA Craja, IIpo-
chllayiach Apyrasi, BCe3HaoLas U CKopOHasl.

O. Bacwiuit MeIIeHHO BBIIIPSIMWICS U C TEM XK€ CTPOTMM
U OeccTpacTHBIM JIMILIOM, He B3MISIHYB Ha HacTio, moren K
cebe. IIlen oH MeMJIEHHO U CIOKOMHO, TSKEJIBIM U MEPTBbIM
1IaroM TIJIy0OKO#W Oymbl, U ThMa pasz0Oerajachb mnepei HUM,
JJIMHHBIMM TeHSIMM 3aberaja c3aid W JIyKaBO Kpajach IO
nsatam. JInio ero sspko Oesesno Moj CBETOM JiaMIbl, W Iia-
3a TIPUCTAJIBLHO CMOTPENIM BIIEpel, MajeKo BIIEPEd, B CaMyIO
[JIyOMHY O€3I0HHOTO MPOCTPAaHCTBAa, — ITOKAa MEMJIEHHO U
TSKEJIO TIepeCcTyIaid HOTu.

bruta mo3aHss HOUb, U y3Ke TPOIEn BTOPhIE METYXU.

6

IMpuien Benukuii moct. OQHOLBETHO 3aTPEeHBKAJ TITyXOM
KOJIOKOJI, M €T0 Cepble, ITeYalbHbIe, CKPOMHO 30BYII1€ 3BYKU
He MOIJIM pa3opBaThb 3UMHEM TUILIMHBI, elle JexXaBlliel Ha
3aHECEHHBIMU MOJSIMU. POOKO BBICKAKMBAJIM OHU U3 KOJIO-
KOJIBHU B T'YIIy MIVIMCTOTO BO3AyXa, Mafajy BHU3 U YMUPAIIH,
M IOJITO HUKTO U3 JIIOJeH He SIBIISIIICST Ha TUXMi, HO Bce OoJiee
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HACTOMYMBLIMA, Bce 0ojiee TpeOOBaTeIbHbII 30B MaJleHbKOM
LIEPKBU.

K KoHIly mepBoii HeAeau MPUIIUIM ABE CTapyXH, cepbie,
MTJIUCThIE, TIyXUe, KaK caMblii BO3MyX YMUpPAaBIIEH 3UMBI,
JIOJITO LIaMKaiu 0e33y0bIMU pTaMU U ITOBTOPSUIM — OECcKOo-
HEYHO TMOBTOPSIIN — TJIyxue 000pBaHHBIE XKalo0bl, HE UMEB-
1IMe Hayasa, He MPUXOAUBIIMeE K KoHIy. Kak OyaTo u cie3bl
U CJIoBa TOXE COCTApWIMCh Ha JOJTOU CiyXk0e U XOTST To-
KOsl. YK€ OTNYILIEHbl ObLIM UX I'PEXU, a OHW HE MOHUMAIU
ATOTO M BCE O YeM-TO MPOCUIN — TIIyXUe W MIVINCTBIEC, KaK
OOPBIBKU TSIXKEJIOTO CHa. 3a HUMMU TOTSHYJICS HAPOJ; U MHO-
IO MOJIOIBIX, TOPSTYMX CJIe3, MHOTO MOJIOIBIX CJIOB, 3a0CTPEH-
HBIX U CBEpKaIIINX, Bpe3aoch B ayily o. Bacuus.

Korna kpectbssHuH CemeH MoCSIUH TPUXKIbI OTOWI 3eM-
HOI TOKJIOH W, OCTOPOXHO Ilarasi, ABUHYJICSI K TIOIYy, TOT
CMOTpEeJI Ha HEro MpUCTaJbHO M OCTPO M CTOSI B 103€, HE
nono0amlleil MecTy: BBITSHYB 1€l BIlepel, CIOXUB PYKU
Ha TpyIM U TajbliaMU OMHOU MOIIUIIbIBas 6opoay. MocsruH
MoJoles BILIOTHYIO U U3YMUWJICS: TIOI [JISIAEN Ha HErO U TUXO
CMesuUICs, pa3ayBasi HO3IpH, Kak JIoIalb.

— A g TeOs maBHO IOMKMAAI0, — CKasajl, YCMeXasch,
nor. — 3adeM npuiesr, Mocsarua?

— WcnoBenatbcsi, — OBICTPO U OXOTHO OTBETIII MOCSITUH
U JIpYyXeJoOHO ocKalua Oelible 3yObl, TaK1Me POBHBIE, KaK
OyaTO OHU OBUIM OTpPe3aHbI 10 HUTKE.

— Yro Xe, nerye cTaHeT, KOraa MucrnoBeaaelibesi? — mpo-
JIOJIKaJl TIOM U yCMeXalics Becesio M ApYyXeato0HOo, Kak Ka3a-
Jjoch MocsaruHy. M Takoit e yJabIOKOI OTBETUJ OH:

— MB3BecTHO, Jerye.

— A npaBaa, 4To Thl JOIIaAb MTPOAal, U OBILY TTOCIEIHIO0
npoaas, U TeJery 3a10XKui?

MocsaruH cepbe3HO U C HEeYIOBOJILCTBUEM B3TJISTHYJ Ha
romna: JIM1Io ero Ob1710 OeccTpacTHO, U 1a3a onylieHsl. M 06a
momyanu. O. Bacunuii MemIeHHO MOBEPHYJICS K aHAIOI0 M
npuKaszan:

— Hy, cka3bIBaii rpexu.
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MocsaruH OTKalUISIHYJACS, cOenaj CAyXeOHoe JUIo U
OCTOPOXHO, TPYIbI0O W TOJOBOW MOAABIIMCH K CBSIICHHU-
Ky, TPOMKMM IIIEIIOTOM 3aroBopuj. M mo Mepe Toro Kak oH
TOBOPWJI, BCE HEOOCTYITHEE M CYpOBEE CTAHOBUJIOCH JIMIIO
IoIa — TOYHO KaMEHEJIO OHO MOJ I'pafoM OO0JbHO OBIOIINX,
HYAHBIX CJIOB MyXXuKa. W npliiajl oH TiyboKo M 4acTo, KakK
OyITO 3aAbIXaJiCsI OH B TOM OECCMBICIIEHHOM, TYIIOM M M-
KOM, YTO Ha3bIBaJIOCh XM3HbIO CeMeHa MocsruHa u o0BU-
BaJIOCh BOKPYT HEro, KaK YepHbI€ KOJIblIa HEBEIOMOI 3MEU.
C10BHO caM CTPOTWid 3aKOH MPUIMHHOCTA HE MMEJ BJIAacTU
HaJ 3TOM MPOCTON 1 (PAHTACTUYECKOMN XXU3HbIO: TAK HEOXU-
JIAaHHO, TaK IIIYTOBCKM HEJIETIO CLEIUISINCh B HE MaJIeHbKUIA
rpex 1 0OJIbIIOE CTpaJgaHue, KpernKas, CTUXUITHAsT BOJISI K Ta-
KOMY X€ CTUXUIHOMY, MOTy4eMy TBOPUYECTBY — U YPOIJIUBOE
Mpo3s0aHue re-To Ha rpaHuLIe MEeXIYy XKU3HbIO U CMEPTHIO.
SIcHBIE YMOM M cJierka HaCMEUUIMBBINA, CIBHBINA, KaK Jec-
HOI 3Bepb, BBIHOCJIMBBIM HACTOJIBKO, KaK OYATO B IPydU €ro
OMJIOCH LIEIBIX TP Cep/ilia, U KOTAa yMUPAJIO OJHO OT HEBbI-
HOCUMBIX CTpaJaHWil, Ipyrue ABa JaBajd XKU3Hb HOBOMY —
OH MOT, Ka3aJoCh, IEPEBEPHYTh CaMylO 3eMJII0, Ha KOTOPOM
HEYKIIIOXKE, HO KPEITKO CTOSUIM €r0 HOTU. A B JEiCTBUTEIIb-
HOCTU TIPOUCXOANJIO TaK: ObUT OH MOCTOSTHHO TOJI0JIeH, TOJI0-
Jlajia ero xkKeHa, 1 AeTU, U CKOTMHA; U 3aMyTUBILMICS YM €Tr0
Oy>Kmaj, KaK MbSHBIN, He HAXOOSIIWI IBEepeil CBOETO JoMa.
B oTtuasiHHBIX MOTYrax 4To-TO MOCTPOUTH, YTO-TO CO31aTh OH
pacIuIacThIBaJICS MO 3€MJIE — M BCE PACCHINAIOCh, BCE BAIM-
JIOCh, BCE€ OTBEYAJIO €MY AUKOU HACMEIIKOM U TJIyMJICHUEM.
OH ObLI XKaJIOCTJIVB 1 B3SIJ1 K ce0e CUPOTY-TpUEMBbIIia, U BCe
OpaHWIM €ro 3a 3TO; a CUpOTa MOXWJ HEMHOTO U YMEp OT
MOCTOSIHHOTO TOJIo/1a U 00JIE3HU, 1 TOTJa OH caM Hauaj Opa-
HUTb cebs U TepecTan MOHUMATh, HY>KHO OBITh XKaIOCTJIM-
BuIM i HeT. Kazanock, 4To ciie3bl He JOKHBI ObLIM BBICHI-
XaTh Ha IJ1a3ax 3TOTO YeJIOBeKa, KpMKW THEBA U BO3MYILICHUSI
HE IOJDKHBI ObUIM 3aMUpaTh HA €ro ycTax, a BMECTO TOTO OH
ObUT MOCTOSTHHO BeceJl U IIYTJIMB U 0OpOay MMeJ KaKyr-TO
HEJIeNOo BECeIyl0, OTHEHHO-PBhIXKYI0 00pOay, B KOTOpPOil Bce
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BOJIOCKY TOYHO KPYKUJINCh U CBUBAJIMCh B OECKOHEYHOM 3a-
TEUIUBOM TUIsICKe. XOAUJI B XOPOBOJAAX HapaBHE C MOJIOABIMU
IeBKaMM U pedsSTaMu; el Kaao0HbIe IECHU BBICOKUM Tepe-
JINBYATHIM TOJIOCOM, U TOMY, KTO €TO CJbIIIaJj, IJaKkaTh XOTe-
JIOCh, @ OH HAaCMEIIUIMBO U THUXO yJbIOasics.

M rpexu ero ObLIM HUYTOXHbIE, (hOPMaJIbHbIE: TO 3eMJle-
Mep, KOTOpOro oH Bo3wI Ha [leTpoBKu, gajl eMy CKOPOMHOTO
nupora, u OH CheJl, — W TaK JI0JIF0 OH paccKa3bIBaJl 00 3TOM,
Kak OyATO HE MUPOT Ches, a COBEPIIWI YOMIHCTBO; TO B MPO-
IIJIOM TOMy TIeped MPUYacTUEM OH BBIKYPUJI TMAIMpPoOCy, —
1 00 3TOM OH T'OBOPMJI IOJITO U MYYMTEIbHO.

— Konuun! — Beceso, Apyrum roiocoM ckasain Mocsarus
M BBITEP CO JIOA TIOT.

O. Bacunumii MeqJIeHHO MOBEPHYJI K HEMY KOCTJISIBYIO TO-
JIOBY.

— A KTO nomoraeT Tebe?

— Kto nomoraer-to? — notopua MocsiruH. — Jla HU-
KTOo He momoraer. CKyaHO KOPMSTCS XXKMTEJM-TO, caM 3Ha-
eiib. Mexnay npouum, MBaH Tlopdupbly momMor, — MyXuK
OCTOPOKHO TOAMUTHYJ TOMy, — JajJ TpU Iyda MyKH, a K
OCEHHM YTOOBI YEThIpE.

— A 6or?

CeMeH B3IOXHYJI, W JIMIIO €T0 CAEIaTOCh TPYCTHBIM.

— bor-To? Crano ObITh, HE 3aCTyKUII.

OT HEHYKHBIX BOIIPOCOB IToria MOCSIMHY CTaJI0 CKYYHO;
OH uepe3 IIeUo MOKOCUJICS Ha IMYCTYI0 LIEPKOBb, OCTOPOXK-
HO TIOCYMTAJ BOJIOCHI B penKoii 6opome moma, 3aMeTHI eTo
THWIbIE YepHbIe 3yObl U ToayMail: «MHOro, 10KHO, caxapy
ecT». 11 B3MOXHYL.

— Yero Thl kae11b?

— Yero xay-1o? A 4ero X MHe XIaTh?

M cHoBa MmouaHue. B LiepkBuU TeMHEJIO, ¥ XOJIOIHO OBLIO,
U XOJI0[1 3a0upasics Moj pydaxy MyKuKa.

— Taxk, 3HauuT, u OyaeTr? — CIPOCHUII IIOM, U CJIOBa €ro
3ByYaIM JAJeKO U TJyX0, KaK KOMbsl 3eMJIM Ha OIMYyIIEHHbIH
B MOTUITY Tpo0.
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— Tak, 3Hauur, u Oynert. Tak, 3Ha4YUT, U OyAET, — MOBTO-
pus MocsruH, BCIyIIMBasCh B CBOM CJIOBA.

M npeacraBuiaoch eMy TO, YTO OBLIO B €ro XKM3HU: TO-
JIOAHBIE JIMLIA JOeTeil, MONMpeKr, KaTOPXKHBIM Tpyo W Tyras
TSKECTb IOJ, CEPALEM, OT KOTOPOM XOYETCS IUTh BOAKY U
JpaThCs; U OHO OYAET OMSITh, OyAeT M0JIro, OyaeT HelpephiB-
HO, MOKa He MpuaeT cMepTh. YacTo Mopras 6ebIMU pECHU-
HaM, MocCSIMH BCKUHYJ Ha MoOIa BJaXHbIA, 3aTyMaHEH-
HBIN B30p U BCTPETUJICS C €T0 OCTPBIMU OJIECTSIIUMU TJIa3a-
MH — U YTO-TO YBUIEIN OHU APYT B Apyre OIU3KOE, POITHOE
W CTpallHo TedairbHOoe. Heco3HaBaeMBIM OBWKEHHEM OHM
MOJAIUCh OAWH K APYroMy, U 0. Bacuiuii mojaoxuna pyky
Ha TUIeY0 MYXXMKA; JIETKO M HEXHO JIeTJIa OHa, KaK OCEHHSISI
MayTuHKa. MOCSATHUH JJaCKOBO IPOTHYJ IIJIEYOM, JOBEPUUBO
TOIHSII IJ1a3a U cKa3aJj, KaJKo ycMeXasich IOJIOBUHOIO pTa:

— A MoXeT, rosieryaer?

ITon HecABIIHO CHSIT PyKYy W Moyyai. besble pecHULbI
3aMopraiu ObICcTpee, ellle Becesee 3arisicald BOJIOCKU B OT-
HEHHO-PbIXEU 00pojie, U SI3bIK 3aJI0MOTAJl YTO-TO HEBHSITHOE
U HEeBpazyMUTEJIbHOE.

— Jla. Ctano ObITh, He moJieryaeT. KoHeuHo, BbI TTpaBIy
TOBOPUTE...

Ho mon He man eMy KoHUnNTh. CHep:KaHHO TOITHYB HOTOM,
OH O0Xer MyXHKa THEBHbIM, BpaxKJieOHbIM B3IJISIIOM U 3a-
IIWTIENT HAa HEeTO, KaK PacCepKeHHBIN yXK:

— He mmaus! He cmeii miakate! PeByT, Kak Tenara. Utd
g Mory caenaTh? — OH TKHYJ najiblieM cede B rpyab. — UTd s
Mory caeaath? Utd s1 — 6or, uro nu? Ero npocu. Hy, mpocu!
Tebe rosopio.

OH TOJIKHYJI MYyXHKa.

— CraHOBUCH Ha KOJIEHU.

MocsiruH BcTail.

— Monuce!

Czanu HaaBurajaach IMyCTbIHHAS UM TeMHasl LIEpKOBb, Hall
roJIOBOU cepauThlit ron Kpuyan: «Mojuch, Moauch!» U, He
oTnaBas cebe oTueta, MOCSITUH OBICTPO 3aKPECTUIICS U Havasl
0OTOMBATh 3eMHbIE MOKJIOHBIL. OT OBICTPBHIX U OJMHOOOPA3HBIX
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JIBWXXEHU TOJ0BbI, OT HEOOBIYHOCTH BCETO COBEPIIAIOIIETO-
Cs1, OT CO3HAHMS$, YTO BECh OH MOAYMHEH ceiuyac KaKou-To
CUJIBHOM U 3araIOYHOM BOJIE, MY>KMKY CTAHOBUJIOCH CTPAILIHO
U OTTOTO OCOOEHHO JieTKO. 160 B caMOM BTOM cTpaxe nepen
KEM-TO MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM U CTPOTMM 3apOKJaiach Hajaexaa
Ha 3aCTyITHUYECTBO U MUJIOCTb. U Bce IpOCTHEE MPUMKUMATICS
OH JIOOM K XOJIOMHOMY IOJTy, KOTJa oI KOPOTKO MpuKasza:

— byner.

MocsruH BeTaj, nepekpecTuics Ha Bce Onumkaiiiie 00-
pasa, 4 Beceslo, C paJOCTHON TOTOBHOCTbIO 3aIlIsicaii U 3a-
KPYTWJIMCh OTHEHHO-PbIXXKK1E BOJOCKHU, KOT/Ia OH CHOBA MOJI0-
11eJ K nony. Ternepb OH 3HaJ HAaBEPHOE, YTO EMY ITOJIEryaeT,
W CIIOKOWMHO KIaJI JaJbHEHIINX MTPUKA3aHUIA.

Ho o. Bacunuii TOJIbKO IMOCMOTpPEI HAa HEro C CypOBBIM
JIIOOOMBITCTBOM U Jajl OTHYIEHUE T'peXoB. Y Bbixoga Mo-
CSITUH OOEpHYJICS: Ha TOM XK€ MECTE pacIIbIBYaTO TEMHENa
onMHOKas ¢urypa mnorma; cjiadblil CBeT BOCKOBOI CBEUKHU HE
MOT OXBaTUTh €€ BCIO, OHA Ka3aJlaCb OTPOMHOM U YEPHOM, Kak
OyATO HE MMEJIa OHA OTNPEACIICHHBIX TPAHUILL U OYEPTAHUIN U
OblIa TOJILKO YaCTULICI0 MpaKa, HAMOJHSBIIETO LIePKOBb.

C KaxabIM THEM Bce 00JIblle SIBJISUIOCH UCTIOBEIHUKOB, 1
nepen o. BacuineM HempecTaHHO YepenoBaiuCh MOPIIMHU-
CThl€ U MOJIonbIe Jiniia. Bce Tak ke HaCTOWYMBO U CYypOBO 10~
npauyBajl OH, U LEJbIMU YacaMy BXOAWJIA B yXO €r0 poOKas
Hepa30opyurBasl peub, 1 CMBICI KaxI0l peur ObLI CTpaJaHue,
CTpax M BeJUKoe oxuaaHue. Bce ocyxnaniu Xu3Hb, HO HU-
KTO HE XOTeJ yMUpPaTh, U BCE YETO-TO KAAJIU, HAMPSKEHHO
1 CTPacTHO, U HE ObUIO HayaJla OXUAAHUIO, U Ka3aJloCh, YTO
OT caMOro IepBOro yejsoBeka uuet oHo. Ilponuio oHo yepes
BCE YMBI U CEPALA, YXXE€ UCYE3HYBIINE U3 MUPA U €IlIE XKU-
BbI€, M OTTOTO CTAJIO OHO TAKUM MOBEIUTEIbHBIM Y MOTYUYVM.
W ropbkuM OHO cTajio, 0O BIIMTAJIO B ceOsI ITeUaib HECOBIB-
LIUXCS HAJeX, BCIO ropeub 0OMaHyTOl Bephl, BCIO TJIaMeH-
HYIO TOCKY OecrpeneabHoro oqruHovyectsa. Coku cepala Bcex
JIofiei, XKUBbIX 1 MEPTBBIX, TUTAJIU €r0, U MOIIHBIM J€PEBOM
PAaCKUHYJIOCh OHO HaJ XXU3HbI0. I MUHYTaMMU, TEPSISICh CPEAU
Iylll, KaK MYyTHUK cpelu OECKOHEUHOTrOo Jieca, OH TepsiJl BCe
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BBICTPaJJAHHOE UM, CYPOBOI CKOPOBIO YBEeHUABIIIEE €TO TOJIO-
BY, M caM HauMHaJ YeT0o-TO XAaTh — XIaTh HETEPIICIUBO,
XKIATh TPO3HO.

Tenepb OH He XOTeJ YeJIOBEUECKUX Clie3, HO OHU JTUJINUCh
HeyAep>XXUMO, BHE €r0 BOJIM, U Kaxjasl cie3a Oblia TpeboBa-
HUEM, U BCEe OHM, KaK OTpaBJCHHBIC UIJIbI, BXOAUJIU B €rO
cepaie. Y ¢ cMyTHBIM 4yBCTBOM OJIM3KOIO ykaca OH Hayas
MOHUMATh, YTO OH HE TOCIOAUH JIIOAEH U He COCel UX, a UX
ciiyra 1 pad, 1 OJIECTSIINE T71a3a BEJIMKOTO OXWIAHUST UITYT
ero v IMpuKa3bIBaloT eMy — ero 30ByT. Bce vallie, ¢ ciepkaH-
HBbIM THEBOM, OH TOBOPUJI:

— Ero npocu! Ero npocu!

M orBopauuBacs.

A HOYBIO XUBHIE JIOAU TpeBpalllalvich B IPU3PAYHbBIC
TEHU 1 O0EeCIIYMHOIO TOJIIIOI XOAWIN BMECTE C HUM, AyMalll
BMECTE€ C HUM — M IMPO3PAYHBIMU CACNANN OHU CTEHBI €ro
JOMa U CMEIIHBIMU BCE 3aMKU U OIUIOTHL. M MyuuTenbHbIE,
JUKWE CHbl OTHEHHO JICHTO# pa3BUBAJIUCH MOl €TI0 YePETIOM.

Ha nsitoii Hexese mocra, KOrga BeCHOM MaxXHYJIO C MOJs
U CyMEpPKHM CTaJIM CMHUMM W TPO3payHBIMHU, C TIOTMagbei
chayuuiics 3amnoit. YeTeIpe OHSI MOOpsiA OHA TWiIa, Kpyuuala
OT CTpaxa U Oujach, a Ha MATBIK — B cyOOOTY Be4yepoM —
MOTYLIWJIa B CBOEM KOMHaTe JIaMMaaKy, ciejaia U3 IoJo-
TeHIIa TIeTJII0 M TToBecwiIack. Ho, Kak TOJIBKO TIeTIsT Havaja
JIYIIUTh €€, OHA MCITyrajlach W 3aKpMyalia, 1, TaK KakK JIBepu
OBLIM OTKPHITHI, TOTYac mpudexanu o. Bacunuii u Hactsa u
ocBoboaunu ee. Bce orpaHMYMIOCH TOJIBKO MCITYTOM, Ja U
0oJIbllle HUYEro ObITh HE MOIVIO, TaK KakK ITOJIOTeHIEe ObLIO
CBSI3aHO HEYMEJIO U yIABUThCSI HA HEM ObLIO HEBO3MOXHO.
CunbHee BcexX MCITyrajach MoIabsi: OHa Ilakaja U mpocuia
MPOILEHUST; pYKU Y HOTU Yy Hee ApoKau, U TpsicJach rojioBa,
U BeCh Beyep OHA He OTIIycKaja OT cebs MyXa M cTapajach
onmxe cecTb K Hemy. Ilo ee mpochbe cCHOBa 3aXTIJIM MOTY-
LIEHHYIO JIaMITaJIKy B €€ KOMHaTe, U MOTOM U Mepel BcemMu
o0pazaMu, U CTaJIO TTIOXOXEe Ha KaHYH OOJIbIIOTrO U CBETJIOTO
npa3nauka. [locie mepBoit MUHYTH MICTTyTa 0. Bacmmmii ctan
CIIOKOEH U XOJIOMHO JIACKOB, Aake LIYyTWI; pacckasall YTO-TO
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O4YeHb CMEIIIHOE U3 CEMUHAPCKON XKU3HU, TIOTOM IIepelell K
COBCEM JaJIEKOMY AETCTBY U K TOMY, KaK OH C MaJIb4MIIKAMU
BOpoBa s10;10KU. Y1 TaKk TpyAHO OBLIO MpeacTaBUTh, YTO 3TO
€ro CTOPOX BeJ 3a yxo, uro HacTs He moBepuia 1 He 3acMe-
si71aCh, XOTSI caM 0. Bacunuit cMesticsl TUXUM U JETCKUM CMe-
XOM, U JIMIIO Y Hero ObLIO mpaBauBoe u noodpoe. [ToHeMHory
nonajbsl yCIOKOUJIACh, epecTaga KOCUThCS HAa TEMHBIE YIJIbI
U, Korga HacTio oTocnanu crmarb, cripocuia Myxa, TUXO U
POOKO yIbIOasICh:

— Hcnyranca?

JInuo o. Bacunug caenanoch HEZOOPHIM U HETIPABIUBHIM,
¥ YCMEXHYJIMCh OJHU T'yObI, KOT/Ia OH OTBETUII:

— Koneuno, ucmnyrancsa. Yto 3To Thl Hagymaia?

ITomanbst B3OAPOTrHYJa, KaK OT BHE3aHO MPOHECIIErocs
BETpa, M HepeIIMTEIbHO IMPOU3HECa, pa3orpast IpoxKalluMU
MajbllaMy 0axpoMy TEIJIOro IiaTKa:

— He 3Har, Bacg. Tak, Tocka oyeHb. M cTpamiHo MHe
Bcero. Beero crpaiino. JlenaaeTcst 4To-To, a sl HAYEro He Io-
HUMalo, Kak 3T1o. BoT BecHa umer, a 3a Helo Oyzaet jero. I1o-
TOM OTISAITh OCEHb, 3uMa. M omnsTh OyaeM Mbl CUAETh BOT Tak,
Kak cefiyac, — Thbl B TOM YIJIy, a s B 9TOM. Thl He CEpAUCH,
Bacs, s moHuMalo, 4To Henb3s1 MHave. A Bce-TaKHu...

OHa B31OXHyJIa U MpojoJikajia, HE MOAHMMAs Tjla3 OT
aTKa:

— Ilpexne s1 XoTh CMepPTU He Oosuiach, Aymana, BOT CTa-
HEeT MHE COBCEM ILIOXO, 51 U YMpPY. A Teriepb U CMEPTU O0IOCh.
Kak e MHe ObITh, Bacenbka, Mwiblii? ONATb... TUTH?

OHa HeJOyMEHHO TOoAHsJIa Ha o. Bacunusa mnedvanbHbIe
I1a3a, ¥ OblJla B HUX CMepTeJibHas TOCKA U OTYassHUE Oe3 rpa-
HUII, U TJIyXasl, TIOKOpHasi MoJibba o Tomane. B ropone, rae
yumnicsa DuBeCKMii, OH BUAEA OTHAXIbI, KaK 3acajeHHbII
TaTapuH BeJl Ha XXUBOJEPHIO JIOIIAAb: Y Hee ObLIO CJIOMaHO
KOMBITO U 0OJTAJOCh HA YEM-TO, U OHa CTyIajla Ha KaMHU
MPSIMO OKPOBaBJICHHOM MOCOJIBIKKOI; OBLIIO XOJIOIHO, a Oe-
JIBIA map o0JlakoM OKYThIBaJl ee, OJecTesia MOKpas OT Mcha-
PVHBI LIEPCTh, W TJIa3a CMOTPEJIM HEMOABMKHO BIlepel] — U
CTpalllHbI ObUIM OHU CBOEIO KpOTOCTh0. M Takue riaza ObLiu
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y nionagbu. Y1 oH moaymall, 4To ecJi Obl KTO-HUOYIb BBIPHLT
MOTHWIY, CBOMMM pyKaMu OpOCUJI TyIa 3Ty XXEHIIUHY U XKU-
BYIO 3achIMall 3eMJieif, — TOT MOCTYITMJI ObI XOPOIIIO.

[Monaaps THIETHO CTapajach pacKypuThb APOXKAIIMMU Ty-
0aMu JaBHO MOTYXIIYIO ManUpocy U MpojoJrKania:

— OnaTtb xe oH. Thl MOHMMaelb, 0 KoM 1. KoHeuHo, pe-
OEHOK, U XaJb €ro, a BOT CKOPO HaYHET XOAUTh — 3arpbl3eT
oH MeHsl. 1 HuoTkyna HeT nomouiu. BoT Tebe moxaioBa-
J1ach, a yto u3 3Toro? Kak ObITh, 1 HEe 3HAIO.

OHa B3IOXHYJIa U TUXO pa3Besia JanoHsiMu. M B3goxHyJa
¢ Helo Bcd HU3Kas TIpUIaBIeHHAs KOMHATa, U 3aMETaINCh B
TOCKE HOUYHBIE TEHU, OSCITYMHOIO TOJIIOI0 OKPYKaBIIHE O.
Bacunus. Onu pelaaiu 6e3yMHO, 1 IIPOCTUPAIN OeCCUIbHBIE
PYKH, ¥ MOJIMJIY O TIOILIAIE, O MUJIOCTH, O TIpaBIe.

— A-a-a! — IIMTEeNbHBIM CTOHOM OTO3BaJIach KOCTJISIBAsI
Ipyb T0Ia.

OH BCKOYMJI, pe3KUM IBUKEHUEM ONPOKUHYB CTYJI, U Obl-
CTPO 3aX0AMJ IO KOMHATe, MOTpsicasi CJI0XEHHBIMU PyKamu,
YTO-TO IlIeNYa, HAThIKAsSICh HA CTYJbsI U CTEHBI, KaK CJIeTOMI
i 6e3yMHBIN. M, HaThIKasiCh Ha CTeHY, OH GETJIO OIIYITBIBAJ
ee KOCTJISIBBIMU TTaTblIaMU M OexXajl Ha3am, W TaK KPyKUJICs
OH B y3KOI KJIETKEe HEMBIX CTeH, KaK OmHa M3 (paHTacTUYe-
CKMX TeHe#l, TPUHSBINAA CTPAITHBIA M HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIN
o0pa3. U, ctpaHHO mpoTuBOpeYa OE€3yMHOM ITOJBMXKHOCTU
Teja, HeMOIBUXKHBI, KaK y CJIETIOro, OCTaBAJIMCh €ro I1a3a, 1
B HUX OBbUIM CJIeE3bl — IIEpBbIE CIe3bl co cMepTu Bacu.

3abbIB 0 cebe, Momaabsl C yXKacoM Cieausa 3a MyxXeM U
Kpuyasa:

— Bac4, 4t0 ¢ To6010? UTO C TOGOI0?

O. Bacuiuit pe3ko o6epHyIcs, ObICTPO MOAOLIEN K KEHE,
TOYHO pa3laBUTh €€ XOTeJ, U MOJOXUI Ha TOJOBY TSIXKEIYIO
MIPHITAIOIIYIO PYKY. Y HOJTO B MOJYAaHUU AepKajl €€, TOTHO
Os1arocioByIsIst M orpaxaasi ot 371a. M ckazai, v Kaxablii rpoM-
KU 3BYyK B CJIOBE ObLJT KaK 3BOHKasl MeTaJlIMUecKas ciesa:

— bennas, oemHas.

M cHoBa ObICTPO 3aX0AUI, OTPOMHBIN U CTPAIIIHBIN B CBO-
€M OTYassHUM, KaK 3BEPh, Y KOTOPOTO OTHUMAIOT neTeid. JInio
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€ro MCCTYIJIEHHO Jeprajoch, W TpbIralolye ryobl JioMaau
OTPBIBUCTHBIE, O€CIIpeneIbHO CKOPOHBIE CI0Ba:

— bennas. bennas. Bce 6ennble. Bee mauyT. M Het 1o-
moiu! O-0-0!..

OH oCTaHOBWJICS U, MOJHSIB KBEPXY OCTaHOBUBILMIACS
B30p, NMPOHU3bIBAasI UM MOTOJIOK U MIJIy BECEHHEW HOYM, 3a-
KpUYaJl IPOH3UTEIBHO U UCCTYTUIEHHO:

— UM o1 Tepniuiub 370! Tepnuis! Tak BoT Xe...

OH BBICOKO MOJHSLI CXKaThIii KyJlaK, HO y HOT €r0, OXBaTUB
pyKamu KoJjieHa, Oujaach B UCTEpUKe TMonaabs U OopMoTaa,
3axJ1e0bIBasICh ClIe3aMU U XOXOTOM:

— He nano! He Hano! T'ony6uuk, mMumbiii. I He Oymy
Oosiblue!..

IIpocHyncsa U 3aMblyaja UOMOT, MpuOexkala UCIyraHHas
Hacts, u dyemtocTu mona 3aMKHYJIMCh, KaK Xejae3Hbie. MoJi-
4ya ¥ MO BUIY XOJIOAHO OH YXaXXMBaJl 32 XEHOI0, YJIOXWUI €€
B IOCTEJIb U, KOTAA OHa 3acHyJia, AepXa ero pykKy B 00enx
CBOMX PYKax, MPOCUJIEN Y TIOCTeNM A0 yTpa. M BClo HOYBb A0
yTpa ropeiu nepen o0pa3oM JaMIlagku, U MOXoxe ObLIo Ha
KaHYyH OOJIBIIIOTO U CBETJIOTO Mpa3aHUKa.

Ha npyroii neHp o. Bacunuii 6611 TakuM, Kak Bcerga, —
XOJIOAHBIM U CIOKOWHBIM, U HU CJIOBOM HE BCIIOMMHAJ O
cayuyuBlieMcsi. Ho B ero rosioce, korga oH TOBOPMII ¢ Tomna-
IbEIO, B €T0 B3IJIsAIe, OOpallleHHOM Ha Hee, ObliIa THXasl HeX-
HOCTb, KOTOPYIO OJIHA TOJIbKO OHA MOTJIA YJIOBUTb CBOUM U3-
MYYeHHbIM cepaueM. M Tak cuibHa ObUla 3Ta MyXXeCTBEHHasl,
MOJTYaIMBast HEXXHOCTh, YTO POOKO YJIBIOHYJIOCH U3MYUYEHHOE
cepllie U B INyOMHe, KaK JparolueHHENIIni nap, COXpaHUu-
JIo yabIOKy. OHM Majo TOBOPUJIM MeEXIy COOOU, U MPOCThI
U OOBIKHOBEHHBI OBLIIM CKYIMbI€ peYd; OHU PEIKO ObIBAIU
BMECTE, Pa3pO3HEHHBIE XU3HbIO, — HO TTOJHBIM CTpaJaHUs
cepAleM OHU HeIpecTaHHO MCKaau APYT APyra; U HUKTO U3
JIlofieil, HU cama XXecTokasl cyapba He MorJja, Ka3ajaoch, J10-
rajaTbcs, C KaKoil 6e3HaleKHON TOCKO U HEXXKHOCTBIO JIIO-
OST OHU. YK€ JaBHO, C POXAECHUS UAMOTA, OHU IepecTaiu
OBITb MY>XEM U XEHO0, M TIOXOXHW ObLJIM OHU Ha HEXHBIX U
HECYACTHBIX BJIIOOJIEHHBIX, Y KOTOPBIX HET HAIEXIbl Ha cua-
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CThe M JaXe camMa MeuyTa He CMeeT TPUHSITh XXKMBOTro obpa3za.
M BepHYIUCH K XKEHIIWHE MOTepsIHHASI CThIAJIMBOCTb U XKe-
JlaHue ObITb KPacUBOIi; OHA KpacHesa, Koraa MyX BUIEH ee
roJible pyKH, U YTO-TO TaKOe clejajia CO CBOMM JIMILIOM U BO-
JIOCaMM, OT Yero CTaJIM OHU MOJIOABIMU 1 HOBBIMU U B CTPO-
roil mevaau cBoei cTpaHHO-TIpeKpacHbIMU. W Korma npuxo-
JIWJI CTpalllHBIM 3amoi, Tonaabsl ucuyezansa B TEMHOTE CBoeit
KOMHATBI, KaK Mps4yTcsl cobaku, MOYYBCTBOBABILKME HAYyalo
OellleHCTBa, M OJMHOKO M MOJIYa BhIHOCHUIA OOpHOYy ¢ Oe3-
YMUEM M POKICHHBIMU UM IIPU3PaKaMMU.

M kaxayio HOub, KOTJa BCE CHaj0, MOMaabsl HECIBIIITHO
MPOKpablBajach K IMOCTEIU MyXa U KpecTuia ero rojioBy,
OTTOHSISI OT Hee TOCKY U 3jble Mbican. OHa IolieJIoBaTh Obl
€ro PyKy XoTejia, HO He OCMeJIMBalach, M TUXO YXOIuJa Ha-
3aJl, CMyTHO OeJiest BO Mpake, Kak Te TYMaHHbIe U MevyalbHble
00pa3bl, YTO HOUBIO BCTAIOT Hal 0OJIOTaMU M HajJ MOTUJIaMU
YMEPILUX 1 3a0bIThIX JIOACH.

7

Bce Tak xXe 0OHO3BYYHO M YHBIJIO BBI3BAHWBAJI BEJIUKO-
MOCTHBIN KOJIOKOJI, M Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO C KaXXIbIM IJIYXUM yaa-
POM OH mproOpeTaeT HOBYIO CHMIIY Haj COBECTHIO JIIOJEI; BCE
Oosibllie coOOMpanoch UX, U OTOBCIOAY TSHYJIUCHh K LEPKBU
OeclLIBETHBIE, KaK KOJOKOJIbHbBIN 3BOH, MOJYAJIUBbIE (DUTYDHI.
Eiie Houb 1apuia Haa OOHAXKUBIIMMUCS TIOJISIMU, U €IIe He
HayMHa/IM 3BEHETh ITOAMEpP3IINe PyYbM, KOraa Ha BCceX TPO-
MAHKAaX, HA BCEX JNOPOTax TMOSBISUINCH JIIOOAA U CTPOTO Tie-
YaJIbHOW BEPEHMIICIO, OMMHOKWE U YEM-TO CBSI3aHHBIE, JBU-
rajuch K OQHOM HeBUAMMOM 1eau. M Kaxnwlil JeHb, C paH-
HEro yTpa A0 IO3AHEro Beuepa, nepen o. Bacuiuem crostiu
YyeJIOBEYECKME JINIIA, TO SIPKO BO BCEX MOPIIMHAX CBOMX OCBE-
IIEHHBIC XEJTHIM OTHEM CBEYEN, TO CMYTHO BBICTYMABIIINAE U3
TEMHBIX YIJIOB, KaK OyATO W caMbIif BO3MyX LIEPKBU IpeBpa-
TWICS B JIOAEH, XXOYIIMX MUJIOCTA M IpaBabl. JItogu TeCHU-
JINCh, HEYKJIIOXKE TOJIKAsSCh U TOIOYa HOraMu, HECTPOMHBIM,
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pa3po3HEHHBIM ABIKEHUEM BaJIMJIUCh HA KOJICHU, B3IbIXAIN
U ¢ HEYMOJIMMOIO HACTOMYMBOCTBIO HEC/IU TIOITY CBOU I'PEXH
U CBOE TOpe.

Y Kaxmoro cTpagaHuii ¥ ropsi ObUIO CTOJIBKO, UTO XBaTHIIO
Obl Ha JIECSITOK YEJIOBEYECKUX KU3HEMH, 1 MOy, OrJylIeHHO-
MYy, OTePSIBLIEMYCSI, Ka3aJIOCh, YTO BECh XXMBOW MUP MTPUHEC
€My CBOM CJIe3bl U MYKM U XKIET OT HEro MOMOIIM, — XIET
KpPOTKO, XIeT noBeauTeabHo. OH McKajl mpaBiabl KOraa-To,
U Ternepb OH 3aXJIEObIBAJICS €10, STOI0 OECMOIIaHOK MpaB-
JIOI0 CTpafaHusl, U B MyYUTEJIbHOM CO3HAHUM OeCcCUIus eMy
XOTeJIoCh OexXaTh Ha Kpail cBeTa, yMEPEThb, UTOObI HE BUIETD,
He CIbllIaTh, He 3HaThb. OH 1MO3Bajl K cede rope JIIACKOoe —
u rope npunuio. ITono6HO XepTBEeHHUKY, MbLIajla ero aylia,
M KaXIO0TO, KTO TIOIXOAI K HEMY, XOTEJIOCh €My 3aKJIIOUYUTh
B OpaTckue oOBSATUS U cKa3aTbh: «bemHbIll Apyr, maBaii 6o-
pPOTbCSI BMECTE M ILIaKaTh U McKaTb. 100 HMOTKyna HET 4e-
JIOBEKY TTOMOILIM».

Ho He aTOr0 *Xnaau oT Hero M3My4eHHbIE KU3HbIO JIIOIU,
U C TOCKOIO, C THEBOM, C OTYasSTHUEM OH TBEPIWII:

— Ero npocu! Ero npocu!

IleyaabHO OHM BEpUIU €My U YXOAWUJIM, a HA CMEHY UM
HaJBUTAJIMUCh HOBbIE Cepble PSIbl, U CHOBA, KaK MCCTYIUIEH-
HbIi, TIOBTOPSII OH CTpalllHbIe U OECIoIlaaHble CJIOBa:

— Ero npocu! Ero npocu!

M HecKoIbKO 4acoB, KOTIA OH CIIBIIIAJ TTPaBay, Ka3aJInch
€My TofaMu, U TO, YTO OBLIO YTPOM IIO MCITOBEIN, CTAHOBH-
JIOCh OJIeAHBIM U TYCKJIBIM, KaK BCe 00pa3bl JaJIeKOro IIpo-
uutoro. Korma nmocieqHuM oH yXOnWJ U3 LUEPKBU, YXKE TEM-
HOTa LlapuJjia, U TUXO CHUSUIM 3BE3Ibl, 1 MOJTYAJIVBBII BO3IYX
BECeHHEe!l HOuM Jlackayicsl HexkHo. Ho oH He Bepui1 B CITOKOI -
CTBME 3BE3M; EMYy UyIUJIOCh, UTO U OTTYAA, U3 STUX OTAAICH-
HBIX MUPOB, HECYTCSI CTOHbI, U KPUKU, U TJIyXH€ MOJBLOBI O
nomaae. M Tak CTIIHO eMy ObLJIO, KaK OyITO OH COBEPILMI
BCE MPECTYIUIeHUSsI, KaKKe eCTh B MUPE, OH MPOJIWI BCe Clie-
3bl, OH UCTep3al U U30PBajl B KJIOUKHU YeJIoBeUeCKue ceplia.
CTBIIHO eMy OBbLITO IPUIABIEHHEBIX JTOMOB, MUMO KOTOPBIX OH
1IeJI, CTBIIHO OBIJIO BXOMUTH B CBOM IOM, TIe 6e3pa3nesibHO 1
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HaIJIO, CUJIOIO 3/1a M Oe3yMusl, LapuJI CTPAIIHbIN 00pa3 MoJLy-
pebeHKa, mojy3Bepsl.

M B 1lepkoBb, MO yTpaM, OH IlleJ TakK, KaK MIOYT JIOOU
Ha MO30PHYIO U CTpalllHYIO0 Ka3Hb, Te NajadyaMu SIBJISIIOTCS
Bce: U OeccTpacTHOoe HebO, M OTOPOIIEblid, OECCMBICIEHHO
XOXOUYIIMA Hapon, U cCOOCTBEHHas OecrolllafHas MbICIb.
Kaxnplii cTpanaroniuii 4eJoBek ObLI MajsayoM s Hero, 6ec-
CWJILHOTO CJIY>KUTEJSI BCEMOIyIero 6ora, — v ObLJIO Najavyei
CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO JIIOJIeH, ¥ ObLJIO KHYTOB CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO
JIOBEPUMBBIX M OXHWIAIOIIUX B30poB. Bce ObUIM HEYMOJIUMO
Cepbe3HbI, U HUKTO HE CMESUICS Hal TTOTIOM, HO KaXIylo MU-
HYTY OH C TPEIeTOM OXHIaJl B3phIBa KAaKOTO-TO CTPAITHOTO
CaTaHMHCKOIO XOXOTa M 0O0sIIcsl 000pauyMBaThCs K JIIOASIM
crmHo0. Bce nukoe u 3710€ poauTCcs 3a CIIMHOKIO YeoBeKa,
a IoKa OH CMOTPUT, HUKTO HE CMEeT HamacTh Ha Hero. Ml oH
CMOTpPUT, My4ya CBOMM B3IJIIIOM, MU YaCTO IMOCMaTpUBaeT OH
Ha Ty CTOpPOHY, e 3a KoHTopKoil ctouT MBaH IMopdupbry
Kompos.

OnvH OH TPOMKO pa3roBapuBall B LIEPKBU, CITOKOMHO TOP-
roBajl cCBeYaMHu M JBaXKIbl MOCHLIAT CTOPOXa U MaJlbuUMKOB
cobupatb neHbru. I1oToM 3BOHKO CUMTa MEASIKM, CKJIaabl-
BaJI CTOMOYKAMHU M 4YacTo IIeJKal 3aMKOM; KOTaa BCe BaJlu-
JINCh Ha KOJIEHU, OH TOJIbKO HAKJIOHSLI TOJIOBY U KPECTUJICS;
U BUIHO OBLIO, YTO OH CUMTAeT ceO0s1 OJIM3KMM U HYKHBIM
0OOry 4eJ10BEeKOM U 3HaeT, YTO 06e3 Hero 00Ty ObLIO ObI TPYIHO
YCTPOUTH BCE TaK XOPOIIO 1 B TAaKOM Tiopsiake. JlaBHoO, ¢ Ha-
yaJjia TIocTa, OH cepaAwicsd Ha 0. Bacuiaus, 4To TOT TaK IOJTO
HCIIOBEAYET: OH HE MOT IOHSTbh, KaKMe MOTYT OBITh Y 3THUX
JIoJieli MHTepeCHbBIE 1 00JIbIIMEe IPEXU, O KOTOPBIX CTOUIIO Obl
JIOJITO pasroBapuBath. Ml oTHOCUIT 3TO K HeyMeHMIo 0. Bacu-
JIUS KUTh U 00paliaThCs C JIIOIbMMU.

— Thl gymaelllb, OHU 3TO OLEHSIT? — rOBOPUJI OH 0Jiaro-
JIYIITHOMY NbSIKOHY, MU3MYyUYeHHOMY, KaK U BeCb MPUUT, TS-
KeJnoi BeIMKONoCcTHOM padoroil. — Humouem. Hang HuMm xe
CMeSITbCST OymyT.

Ho 1o, uTo 0. Bacunuii 66u1 CypoB, HpPaBWJIOCh €My, KaK
U €ro OOJIBIION POCT; HACTOSIIMIA CBIIIEHHOCTYXXUTENb Ka-
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3ajics eMy MOXOXHWM Ha CTPOTOro M YeCTHOTO TNpUKa3uuKa,
KOTOPBIH T0JIKEH TpeOOBaTh TOUHOTO U BepHOTo oTueta. Cam
Wgan Ilopdupsiy roBen Bcerga Ha IOCJIeIHEN Henelle U 3a-
JIOJITO TIPUTOTOBJISICSL K MCIIOBEIM, CTapasiCb BCIIOMHUTb U
coOpaTh Bce caMble MajeHbKue rpexu. M 6bL1 ropa coboro,
YTO I'PEXU y HEro B TaKOM XKe TopsiiKe, KaK U JeJia.

B cpeny Ha CtpacTHOI Hedene, KOraa CUJIbl yKe Hayaau
MOKUIaTh 0. Bacumus, ObUIO Y HETO 0OCOOEHHO MHOTO UCIO-
BeaIHUKOB. [locnenHuM ObUT HErogHbIN My>k4oHKa TpudoH,
Kajieka, TaCKaBIIMICS Ha CBOMX KOCTBUISX MO 3HAMEHCKO-
MY Y OKPECTHBIM cejiaM. BMecTo Hor, KOraa-To TaBHO pas-
JaBJIeHHBIX Ha 3aBOACKOI paboTe U OTpe3aHHBIX IO CaMBbIi
>XUBOT, Y HErO ObUIM KOPOTEHbKKME 00pYyOKU, OOTSIHYThIE KO-
JKei; Ha MPUITOJHSATHIX OT KOCTbUIEH Iieyax TIyooKo cuaesna
rpsi3Hasi, TOUHO TaKJiel MOKpPhITasl roJIoBa, C TAKOIO XKe Ipsi3-
HOIO, CBaIsIBLIEHCS OOpPOMOI0 W HArJIbIMM TJla3aMyd HUIIE-
ro, MbsIHULIBI ¥ Bopa. OH ObLT OTBpaTUTENIEH U TPsI3eH, Kak
>KMBOTHO€, TIPECMBIKAJICS B TPSI3U U MbLUIM, KaK rai, U Takas
’Ke TeMHasl U TAMHCTBEHHas1, KaK IyIIy KUBOTHBIX, ObLlIa €T0
nyia. TpymHO ObLI0 MOHSTh, KaK OH XXMUBET TAKOM, a OH XWJI,
HaIuUBaJICSl MbSIH, APAJICS U JaXe UM XKEHIIUH, KaKMX-TO
(baHTacTMUECKUX, HEMPABAOMOAOOHBIX XKEHIIUH, TaK Xe
MaJIo MOXOXMX Ha yejoBeKa, Kak v OH.

O. Bacuiuio npuIuioch HU3KO HAKJIOHUTBCS, YTOOBI MTPpY-
HSITh UCIIOBENb KA€K, U B OTKPBITO CIIOKOWHOM 3JI0BOHUU
€ro Tejia, B Mapa3uTax, JUIKO MOJ3aBIIUX MO €ro rojioBe u
1Iee, KaK caM OH IoJji3aj 1o 3eMJie, MOMy OTKpbLIach BCS
yXacHasi, He JOIyCTHMMasl COBECTbIO, MOCTBhIAHAS HUIIETa
aTOI McKanedeHHoI ayiin. M ¢ Tpo3HOIi SICHOCThIO OH I10-
HSUJI, KaK y>KacHO U 6€3BO3BPaTHO JIMILEH 3TOT YEJIOBEK BCETO
YEeJI0BEYECKOT0, Ha YTO OH MMEJ TaKOe Xe IpaBo, Kak KO-
poJii B CBOMX TajiaTax, Kak CBATble B CBOMX Kejbsix. M co-
JIPOTHYJICS.

— Crynait! bor oTnycTUT TBOU T'pexu, — cKa3aJl OH.

— Iloroau. Emie ckaxy, — NMpoXpuIiesl HUILWIA, 3aaupast
BBepX IM0OArpoBeBIlIee JIUIIO.



