


[AABA 1
YxopAwan oywa

ce yTPO JIUJ TSDKeJIbIM CypOBBIN J0%K/b, He60 3aBO-
, JIOKJIO CepbIMM Ty4aMU. B okHe 3usia 6ecuyBCTBEH-
Had 3J/1asd MyCTOTa, CKOBBIBAKOWIAsA BCe BOKPYT. JTa
NyCTOTAa OblJIa MOBCIOAY: JaxKe JIIOAY, UAylIMe N0 yIULe,
CJIMBaJ/IMCh B OJIHY cepyo Maccy. UM Ob1y10 BCe paBHO, UTO
MPOMCXOJIUT, U OHU POCTO LIJIX 110 CBOUM /JieJiaM, CJIMBa-
SICb B €/IUHBIN NIOTOK.

MHe HUKOT/]a He ObLJIO TaK MJI0X0, KaK B 3TO OCEHHee
yTpo. fl mpocTo cujena Ha KpOBAaTH, MOU IJ1a3a NOBTOPS-
JIU 3a cepbIMU 06JIaKaMU: U3 HUX He NepecTaBasi TEKJIU
cJe3bl TOPbKOM yTpaThl. fl y»ke He 3HaJa, YTO IZe-TO 3a
06J1aKaMU eCTb POCBET, APKUH U COJTHEYHBIH...

Buepa 1 moxopoHuJa CBOero Jitob6uMoro KoTa. /e He-
JleJI1 9TO 6e33alUTHOE CYLeCcTBO OOPOJIOCh 3a KU3Hb,
XBaTasACh 3a COJIOMUHKY HaJ, MNponacTh. d nbiTanach
cnactu Mmoero MoHTH, HO Bce 6bL10 TieTHO. OH yMuUpas
y MeHSl Ha pyKax, 3a/bIXasiCh B TSXKEJIbIX XPUILJIbIX MY-
Kax, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO €ro NbITAJMCh BbIJIEYUTH Ca-
Mbl€e ONbITHbIE BeTepHuHaphbl. Hy koMy noHaZj061/10Ch Tak
»KeCTOKO JIMIIUTD )XU3HU HEBUHHOE CO3/]JaHUE, OTPABUTD
CUJIBHBIM s/10M? Beipb Mbl HUKOMY HUYEro He CZeJalii.
Eciu 6bl1 1 TOT/]Ja OTOTHAJ/IA €ro OT 3TOr0 3JI0MOJIyYHOT O
KyCKa K0J16achl, MO KOT ObIJI ObI >KMB U 3/J0POB.

Ceityac MHe 6bLJIO TPOCTO BCe paBHO. f JiexkaJsia 1esbli
JleHb HAaYMHas C yTPa, TaK U He CbeB HUYET0 U3 TOTO, YTO
ObL/I0 HAa TIOMUHAJIBLHOM CcTOJie. MHe Ka3a/10Ch, BOT celyac
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MoHTH, KaK 00bIYHO, HAUHET XOJUTh M0 KPOBATH U BIHU-
BaTbCsI KOTOTKAMU B 0/1€51J10, YTOOBI pa3dbyaUThb CBOIO Jie-
HUBYIO X035MKy. OH He 1IeJ1, ¥ 5 3HaJia, YTO 3TOT0 60JIb-
11e HUKOTAA He OyJieT. S cHoBa 3apblfiajia B ToJIOC, yIaB
JIMLIOM B MOAYIIKY. Y Tak npouies nesbli AeHb. BeyepoM
MaThb MpHUIIJIa C paboThl U, Cpa3dy 3aiis KO MHE B KOMHATY,
MPOroBOpUJIA JieASAHbIM TOHOM:

— XBaTuT peBeThb. [locMoTpH, Ha KOro Thbl oxoxa. [To-
4yeMy B XOJIOAUJIbHHUKE 10 CUX IIOp HAYEro He CbeeHo?
ThI coBceM ¢ yma couia, 4To n? Xodellb C0XHYTh, KaK
TBOU KOT? A BIIpOYeM, TOJIKY OT Te6s1 BCe paBHO HOJIb,
JleJlal 4YTO X04elllb, — 3aKJ/II0UMJia OHA, XJIOMHYB JBEPbIO.

f cHoBa ocTaJsiach 0JlHa B MOeM X0JIOAHOW KOMHaTe.
«[locnegHure fBe HeJed Thl MypUaJl, MO KOTEHBKA, CO-
rpeBaJl MeHs, XOTb Tebe U ObLJIO JI0X0, a Tenepb Tebs
HeT. BeJib po/iHee y MeHsI HUKOTO He ObLJIO U yXKe He 0y-
JeT..» — 3aJIMBasiCb BOAONAJOM CJie3, LIenTaJsa s npo
ce0s1, MOKa He MPOBAJIMJIACh B JOJTHUH TJIyOOKHUU COH.

Ko MHe Ha KpoBaTb NPbITHYJI MOM KOT Y TYT >Ke HadaJl
TepeTbCsl MOPAOYKOW O MOIO TOJIOBY, a 3aTeM KOCHYJICA
JIANOM JINLQ, JIM3HYJl MHE L€l U Mpujer psifoM, FPOMKO
MypJibr4a. CTasio Telsio, CJIOBHO HAa KPOBAaTh ylajy rops-
Yyue JIY4YU COJIHILA, JlacKasi Moe TeJsio. HaM 6b110 X0poI1iio
BMeECTe, 1 HaM 60Jibllle HUKTO He 6bL1 Hy»keH. Ho Bapyr
CTaJIo X0JI0JaTh. I JOTPOHY/IACh 0 KOTA, HO €ro myuiu-
CTO€ TeJI0 ObLI0O HACTOJILKO JIEJSSHBIM, UTO S BCKDUKHYJIA.

B y»kace g moJicCKo4MJia Ha KPOBATHU B XOJIOJHOM IIOTY
Y MIOH$JIA, YTO MHE MPUCHUJICS CTPAILIHbIN COH. YKe NMpH-
11J1a HoOYb. A TOJIBKO YTO 0CO3HAJIA, YTO MOTepsijia camoe
Jloporoe B *XU3HHU. «[Ipoiaii, MON KOTHK...» — COPBaJIOCh
C MOUX I'y0.
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[lober

acTynuio yTpo. HakoHen-To 0/ liepecTaJi, HoO He6o
NO-NpeXHeMy ObIJIO 3aTAHYTO I'yCTBIMUA Ty4YaMH.
® V3 Heip KBapTHUpHI pa3faBaJuch KaKUe-TO NPUTILY-
lIeHHble roJsioca. YToObl pacc/bIIaTh CJI0BA, A OAHAIACH
C KpOBaTH U NIPUOTKpbLIA ABepb. U TyT 4 no4yyBCTBOBAJIA,
KaK CTpaLlHO X04Y eCTb. ITO J06aBUJI0 MHE YBEPEHHOCTH
B TOM, YTO HAaJl0 BBIUTH U3 KOMHATBI, Y3HATh, YTO [IPOUC-
XOJIUT, @ 3a0/JHO U [lepeKyCcUThb. YeM 6oJibllie 1 NpUOJIHKa-
JIaCb K KyXHe, TeM YyeT4ye CTAaHOBUJIMCh 3TH roJioca. Kpome
TOr0, YyBCTBOBAJICA 3amax Tabaka. Ckopee Bcero, K MaTepu
IpHullieJl ee o4yepeHON yxaXkep, ¥ OHU, KaK 0ObIYHO, CUAAT
Ha KyxHe, KypAT U 0 Y4eM-TO BO30YK/JeHHO OOJITAIOT.

BoT 4 cTO0 Mo4YTH y caMOM ABepH, BeAylled Ha KyX-
HIO, IPHCJIOHUBLIMCH K HEH YXOM, U NIbITAI0Ch XOTh YTO-TO
yCJBIIATh U3 Oecesbl:

— TlasoHB, ¥ YTO Temnepsb JeaaTb?.. — MPOTYHA0CUI
MY>KCKOU TroJ10C.

— A HU4ero! — 6pOCHUJI BUSIVIMBBIN I'0JI0C MAaTEPH. —
Y3HaeT, Tak y3Haer...

— Bce-Taku ka/jKo Kollaka.. MoXeT, He HaZjo O6bLI0
TaK... Hy... KaK TapaKaHa, ero TpaBUTb? — MPOAOJIKUII
OYyOHUTb MYXXHUK.

— A kak Hazgo?! [Ipofo/mKaTh TepneTh 3TOr0 THUEHBI-
ma?! — B3Bu3ruysa Mmatb. — Hy yk HeT! XBaTuUT ¢ MeHs!

— Mga... Hy TeI ¥ xKuBoAepkKa, ['anka. J/Inmuaa go4dy
JIIDOMMOTr0 3BepeHbIIIA.
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— Huvuero, nepexxuseT! Bce paBHO 6bI C/10X paHO WU
mo3aHo!

He B cusax 6oJiblile caylaTh Ux 6ecely, 1 BopBaJiach
B KYXHI0, BCTaB IIPSIMO BO3JI€ CTOJIa, 32 KOTOPbIM OHU CH-
Jend. MaTp TyT ke 3aTylluJa CUTapeTy O MenejibHULLY,
a ee JIIDOOBHUK TaK W 3aCThbLJ C Manupocoi B pyke. 06a
YCTaBUJIUCh HA MeHs], PAaCKPbIB PThHI.

— Hy, yero cmonkan?!

— Hy... MbL... 3TO... — 3a6opmoTas Toxa.

— 3amousikHu! — psABKHyJa ['asvHa U, 6€3 BCSIKOTO
COXKaJIeHUS B3IVITHYB Ha MeHs], 3ar0BOpUJIa CIOKOMHBIM,
HO >XeCTKUM roJsiocoM: — Yero Tte6e? 3aueM Tak BpbIBa-
emwbca? He BuauIb, Mbl pasroBapuBaeMm?

— Tel... Thl yousa MoOHTH?.. — COpPBaJioChb ¥ MeHs
c a3bika. — Ho 3ayem?.. YTo oH cpena... Te6e?.. — £ nmo-
YyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK CJ1€3bl 3aJIMBAIOT MOU LEKH.

— Jlymato, Thl y>Ke BCe cJbllliaJia, — TYT K€ OTBETU-
Jla MaTb. — Hy pas y ThI clipocuJIa, 3HAYUT, [0 TBOETO
yXa ellle He [0JIeTeJ0-TaKHU... — B3J,0XHy/la OHA U Npo-
JIOJKUJIA C THYCHOM y/bI604YKOM Ha aune: — /Jla, 1 ero
TpaBaHyJ1a, KaK MeJIKOro NpOTUBHOTO TapakaHa! Bor!

Cyie3bl BHE3ANHO BBICOXJIU. Tenepb y MeHs JIpOXKa-
JIM HOTU — TO JIX OT THeBa, TO JIM OT y»aca. f cxa-
Jla KyJaku. Moe Mo 3a/11J10Cb CBUHI,0BOU Kpac-
KOW, MHOIO OBJIaZieJ1 OCTPBIM IPUCTYI APOCTH, KAKOT O
y MeHSl HUKOT/Ja He OblJ10. A 3Ta TBapb NpoJoJKaia
CMOTpEeTb HAa MeHs U yjablbasacb. CBOJ0Yb... MHe X0-
TeJIOCh 3aKpU4YaTh, HO M30 pTa BbIPBAJICA JIMIIb TJIY-
X0 XpHUIIL.

— Putyna.. — nogan ronoc Toxa. — Ta He roprou
Thl!.. {1 KynJito Tebe Apyroro KOTeuky!..

— I Tebe kynto, ypoa! — 6pocusa Bciej 3a HUM [a-
JiMHa. — TaM e oKakeTcd, YTO U 3TOT!
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YT06BI 60JIbLIE HE C/IBIIATD 3TU HEHAaBUCTHBIE ['0J10Ca,
4 3aKpblja YIIU pyKaMHy U 3aKMypuJia r1asa. Ho aTo MmHe
He NOMOTIJIO — §1 BCE PaBHO CJbllIajia MaTh U ee My>KHKa.
He pas»xumad yuy, g 3aopaJa:

— HenaBuxky! HenaBuxy Bac! [IponaguTte Bbl pona-
JfoM! Thl... — obpaTuiack s K MaTepH, MOHU3UB roJI0C, —
youia... [[pokssiTas youia! — cHoBa 3aopaJia 1. — YTo6
Thl CaMa C/10XJ1a U y/IlaBUJIaCh CO CBOMM XaxaJleM BOHIOYHM!

A ewme npogoskaa opaTk, He 3aMedyas HU4ero BOKpYT.
A B oTBeT cTosisla TUlIKMHA. He o6pamiasi BHUMaHUSA Ha
MaTb-younny u Toxy, s Bbibexasia U3 KyXHU U pUHYJ/IaCh
B CBOIO KOMHaTy.

A TyT Ke npUHAJIa pelleHHe: HaZ0 6exaTb OTCIOJA.
He mory g 3z1ech 6osbiie octaBaThes. [lycTh gaxe oHa
MOsl MaTh, BCE PABHO s €e HUKOI/Ia He MPOoIly 3a TO, YTO
OHa COBepIlINJa TAKOW CTpalIHbINA NOoCTynok. Tenepsb aTa
»KeHUIVHA JJis1 MeHsl HaBcer/Ja ocTaHeTcs yy»oil. OjHaKo
s IOHUMMaJia, YTO UATU MHe HeKyja. YTo K, Kak-HUOY/ b
BbIKapabKaroCh, HO KUTb C YOUNIEHN 1101 OJHOW KpbIllen
g1 6oJibllle He HaMepeHa. C 3TUMU MBICJISIMU 51 OBICTPO CO-
6paJjia B IOPOXKHYI0 CYMKY BCce HeobxoauMoe. B konuike
oCTaBaJlacb KakKasi-TO CyMMa /leHeT, HaKOIlJIeHHas 3a He-
CKOJIbKO MecCsleB. ITOr0 BIIOJIHE XBATUT HA HECKOJIBKO
JIHeUW Ha eny U Ha BoAy. [loMHOCTBIO COOpPABIIUCH, A1 elle
pa3 ocMoTpeJia BHUMaTe/JbHO KOMHATy U MOCHelnIa
K BbIX0/ly. TX0 00paZj0BaBLIMCh TOMY, YTO MEHS He BUJAT,
S IPOLUMBITHYJIA B IPUX0XKY10, HATSHYJIa CAallOTH U KyPTKY
Y BBICKOYMJIA, HE 3aXJIOMHYB Bepb. /lo MeHs JJOHECIUCh
0OPBIBKH BBIKPUKOB MaTepHu:

— Katucs! [lonyTHOTrO BeTpa, yo61t0auHal..

Bri6exaB 13 nogbe3/ia, 1 IOHMMasa, YTO L0POTH Ha3a/,
yke He OyzeT. Ellle pa3 nocMoTpeB Ha OKHA CBOeU KBapTH-
pbl, 5 IBUHY/IAaCh — KyZa Ivia3a AT Y MeHs He OblI0
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HU3Hb MOA

HU Jipy3el, HU NOJpPYT, K KOMY Obl s MOIJIa IOWTH Nepe-
Ho4YeBaThb. Ml B 3Ty MUHYTY 4 O4eHb N0XkaJiesa 0 TOM, YTO
nepeccopu/iach C yHUBEPCUTETCKUMHU NPUATEJISIMU KU3-3a
CBOEro CKBepHOro xapakTtepa. Ho Hazj0 661710 YTO-TO Npes-
IpMHUMAaTh. A N10Ka 1 TOJIbKO OexaJsia U 6exasia, He 3Had
Ky/a, I0Ka He BblOeXasia Ha [J0pory, Belyllyo B IapkK, 3a-
POCLIMH KeITO-KPAaCHbIMHU JlepeBbsAMH. f polia Brepes
110 LIMPOKOU asiiee. YTO yAUBUTENIBHO — JIIOJEH TaM He
661710 BooO1e. «)KyTKOBaTOE MECTEUYKO... — MPOTsSHYJIa
g 1po cebs. — U Kyzaa Bce nogeBaanch?» f ellje HEMHOIO
npouiach Brnepej. B :kMBOTe My4YUTENbBHO KPYTHUJIO OT
roJiofia, HO HY Kade, HU Mara3uHoOB I06JIM30CTH He ObLIIO.

— /JleBouka! Xoyellb NUPOKOK? — MPOCKpHUIIEJI CTa-
pylLIedYui rosoc.

A ornsHynack U yBU/les1a KOPEHAcCTY10, HO cJlerKa I0JI-
HOBATYIO CTApPYLIKy B KODUYHEBOM IIJIaTOYKE, CUAALLYIO
3a JIOTKOM C nupoxkaMu. OHa cMOTpeJia Ha MeHH CBETJIO-
rojsiyobIMM IJla3aMy, y>Ke JaBHO BbILBETIIUMH, U TEIJIO
yJbl6asiack yroysikamu ry6. Y 6b110 B 3TOH yJIbIOKE YTO-TO
pOZIHOE U B TO Ke BpeMs uy»Xk/j0e U HellpUBbIYHOE [JJIf
MeHs. JTO OblJa COBEPLIEHHO MNOCTOPOHHSAA KEeHIIMHA,
HO 4 eJiBa CAep>XKHUBaJsa cebsl, YTOObI He BbIJIMTh Ha Hee
IIOTOK CBOMX IE€pPEeXKUBAHUU.

Tak ¥ He BBIMOJIBUB HU CJIOBAQ, 1 IMLIb KyIUJIA He-
CKOJIBKO MIMPOKKOB U MOLLJIA UCKATh MECTO, IZie Obl OCH-
JleThb U NIepeKyCUTb.

Kpyrom 6b11M nycTble CKaMeMKH, HO MHE TIOYEMY-TO
HU OJJHA U3 HUX He HpaBUJaCh. fl yCMexHyJiacb 3TOMY
CTPaHHOMY 4yBCTBY. Bpozie 661 YTO TYT TaKoro: caiuchb Ha
106y u cuau. U kakas pasHuna riae? Besge o4iMHaKOBO:
BCe Te )Ke OCeHHHe JlepeBbs, BCe Ta Xke TYCKHeloLas 3eJie-
Has TpaBa I10/] HOTaMHU, HO BCe PaBHO MIOYEMY-TO 1 He ceJsia
HU Ha OJHY M3 CKaMeeK. PelllMB IPOUTHUCE ellle JaJblie,
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s 3aMeTuJIa BJaJIM OJIUHOKYI0 CKaMbl0 Ha OTHIM6e MapKa.
BoT kyzna MHe Hy»xHoO! fI yckopu/ia miar ¥ pelmiuTeJIbHO
HanpaBUWJIACh Ty/ia. YCEBIIUCh U B3/I0XHYB, 1 J0CTajla U3
nakKeTa NUPOXKOK U NMPHUHSAJIACh CO 3BEPCKUM alMeTUTOM
yMHUHaATb ero. Kak ke Bce-Taku XOpo1lIO 3/1eCh!..

3a noeJjaHUEM MUPOKKOB {1 HE 3aMeTUJIa, KaK KO MHE
NpUO/IM3UJICS TApeHb HEOTIpeleJIeHHOT0 BO3PacCTa, OZET OH
ObLJI BO BCe YEpPHOE: KOXKaHasi KYPTKa U TaKHe Ke KOXKaHble
1ITaHbl. YepHble, BBIOIUECH pacTpenaHHble BOJIOCHI IOYTH
Kacasuchb IJied. TeMHO-KapHe I1a3a CMOTPEJIH 3J10 U XMYPO.
A nmoexxuiach ¥ Bpoc/ia B CKAMENWKY OT ero B3misa.

— Cuablluib, MasiiBKa, Thl TYT JOJITO elle XXpaTb 0y-
Jlelib? — CHPOCHJI OH TPYObIM XPUILJIBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— CKOJIBKO Ha/l0, CTOJIbKO U Oy/ly, — OTBEeTHJIA §, CTa-
pasich He MOKa3blBaTh €My CBOM CTpax.

— Tak... 1 goJro xaaTb He HaMepeH. CKaTbIBaMCs OT-
C10/1a, 3/1eCb Moe MeCTO! — 3asiBUJI OH.

— A r/le HaNKMCcaHo, YTO 3TO Balle MeCcTo? — CIpocuJa
4, IpUaB CBOEMY T0JIOCYy CMeJOCTU. — f BOT 4TO-TO He
BUXKY HaJIUCHU: «3/eCb MOe MecTo». Tak OTKy/ia Ke MHe
3HaTh, YTO 3/1eCh Ballle MeCTO?

— Tenepb 3Haewb. Baiu gaBanl U MUPOKKU CBOU HE
3a0y/ib.

— A ecsii He cBas1O?

— Tebe xe xyxe OyAeT.

— Oii-o... Kak cTpaiHo!.. — npousHecsaa s ¢ eXu/-
CTBOM U J106aBUJIa, NOHU3UB rosioc: — Hy npubeiiTe MeHs
TOrAa, 4To Jin! MHe Bce paBHO TepsTh HEYEro.

Jluuo napHs pe3ko nepeMeHUs0cb. OH MOCMOTpEJ Ha
MeHsl He TO C YCMEIIKOM, He TO C JII0OONbITCTBOM, a 3aTEM
CIPOCHIT:

— Yero Tak?

— /la He CTOUT OHO TOTO...
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