


WcTopua nepsas
BCE NHOBAT KOTUKOB

— Bce m06aT KOTHKOB! — 3asgBIUIa IpeTa ¢ TOW HemoKoJe-
OGUMOIT YBEPEHHOCTHIO, KOTOPast, KaK MPaBWIO, 3HAMEHOBAJIA
Ha4yajJ0 HOBOM aBAaHTIOPHI. — TbI TOJIBKO IIPE/CTaBb...

A 3akphLIa 1433, BO3HECS MOJIUTBLI BCceM 60raM cpasy, 4To,
TpaB/ia, HUKOIZIA He IIOMOTaJo, JIOJDKHO OBITh, B CIUIY TOTO,
YTO MOJIMTBBI MOM He MMeJIU JOJDKHOIO MaTepUaJIbHOIO IIOA-
KperuteHus1. M HbiHe Hebeca OCTIHUCH TIYXU. BO BCAKOM CIIy-
4ae, [peta He 3aMoryasa. A 9yZOBUITHOTO BHIa KOHCTPYKITUA,
IIPUKPBITAA IUIEAUKOM — MOUM, MEKIY IIPOYUM, IUICAUKOM,
BCEro-TO MecAl] KaK KyIUIeHHBIM, — He HCYe3JIa.

— ...Ham Bcero-to u Hago...

[peTyH 3BOHKUI TOJIOCOK MeILIal COCPeLOTOYUTHCS. .. HeT,
He Ha KOHCTPYKIIMH, KOTOpasd, KakK A YyBCTBOBaJIA, JOCTABUT
MHe HeMaJIo Ipo6yieM KaK B OJIMDKANIIEM, TAK U B OTIAIEHHOM
Oymymiem.

Ha mnemuke. Ha MoeM IyIIMCTOM IUIE[IUKe U3 cobOaubert
mepcTu. f Tpu MecsAna Konwia Ha Hero! Tpu pacTpeKIATHIX
MecsIIa OTKJIAJIbIBAJIa MOHETKY 32 MOHETKOU, OTKa3bIBas cebe
OyKBaJIBHO BO BCceM!

W ckommia. A 4TO CKOIIUTB He y[alIoch, croprosaina. U Ipe-
Ta 3HAeT, YTO B TOT JieHb s BePHYJIACh OCHUIIIIAA OT PyTaHH,
HO CYaCTIUBasd, KaK HUKOLZA Ipexze. DTOo JKe MOU IoZapok!

Cebe momapox. Ha mBajmiaTh MATHIN IeHb POXKAEHUS, KOTO-
PBIN MBI, MEX/y IIPOYUM, IIpa3IHOBAIU!

— Thl... — 51 CyMeJia Pa3KaTh 3yObl U KOCHYThCS IPATOIeH-
HOTO IUIeJA.

PozoBoro. B Hesabynkax. Temeps, mpasaa, IoBepx He3aly-
JIOK PAaCIIOJI3JIMCh >KUPHBIE IIATHA.
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— TeI ero... — 4 BCXUIMIIHYJA, U [peTa 3amordana.

Ona mocMmoTpeJsia Ha MeHs C yauBiieHHueM. [lepeBesia B3ILAT,
Ha 1wieZ. Y cHoBa Ha MeHA. U Ha 1ep,...

— Il-mpoctu, — ckasana OHa, YMCTOCepAeYHO KpacHesd. —
A... He momymasia. YBiIeKIach HEMHOTIO.

YBIeKasach OHa IIOCTOSTHHO, U, KaK IIPAaBWJIO, 3TU yBjIeve-
HUSA He MPUHOCUIN HUYero, KpoMe mpobseM. B3aTs XoTa 66l
TOTO 271b(da, Ube cepAlie IpeTa B3sI1ach IIOKOPATH CO CBOMCTBEH-
HBIM ee HaType MbUIOM. U ectn Heoiara K JTIOO0BHBIM 3aITH-
CKaM OTHeCCS ellle CO CHUCXOXKIeHNeM, COHeThbl, COUMHeHHbIe
B CBOIO 4eCTh, CTepIes CTOMYeCKU, paBHO Kak U apuu B [pe-
TUHOM UCIIOJTHEHUH, TO Ha IIOIIBITKE MOeM CeCTPUIIbI IPOHUK-
HyTb B JITUHbIE ITIOKOU CJIOMAJICA.

U g moHuMaro. Jloza mopeiBa CTPACTU He BBIAEPIKAIA, KaK
¥ 6JaropoAHbIe PO3bI, B KYCT KOTOPBIX IpeTa pyxuyiaa. 1y
anbda cranu HepBhl. Oco3Has, 6efosara, YTO B JIIOOBU IS
[peTsl HeT mperpaji. A MHe NPUIILIOCh HAHMMAaTh ey aJiBo-
Kara. M mrpad mwiatute. BripoyeM, K mtpadam A gaxe IpU-
BBIKJIA.

— HOc4, 310 BCero-HaBcero e, — Ipera moxsionana MeHs
1o pyke. — Ycuoxkorcsa. CKOpo MbI CTaHeM 3HaMeHUTHI. bora-
TBL. V1 THI KyIIuIllb cebe ZeCATOK IUIENOB... COTHIO. ..

CoTHs 1IeoB MHe ObUIa He HY)XHA. U IeCATOK.

OmHOro GBI XBATHUIIO.

YiorHoro. Teruroro. CrtocoOGHOTO U306ABUTH MeHS OT OCeH-
Hel XaHZApPHI, 3UMHeN IeJyaau, BeCeHHel TOCKU U JieTHell Me-
JIAaHXOJINM, KOTOPYIO [peTa oTHOCHIIA K eCTeCTBeHHBIM U3JIePiK-
KaM Moel Ipodeccun.

— TbI TONIBKO ITOCMOTpU! — BO3BECTUJIA OHA U IUIEJ CLep-
HyJIa.

Jlydire GBI OHA OCTaBMJIA €rO HAa MecTe.

— Yro 310?

— Kietka.

— A BIKy, 4TO KJIeTKA...

OrpoMHas Takas KJIeTKA, KOTopasd 3aHsua IIOJIOBUHY Ha-
el KyxoHbKU. V miaBHOe, mpodHad. [louemMy-To maHHOE 06-
CTOSITEJIBCTBO MEHA HeCKa3aHHO IIOPaZioBaJIo.

— U KoTuK, — Tuiie mobaBwia Ipeta. — Bce J0GAT Ko-
THKOB. ..
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3Bepb, CUJEBIIUHN B KJIETKe, HeTOOPO CBEPKHYJI JKeIThIM
IJIa30M.

Kotuk?

Ewtu oH U OBLT KOTUKOM, TO JIJABHO, HA 3ape CBOeH Ko-
maybell I0HOCTH, KOTOpas, KaK U YeioBedecKast, MUHYJIA, YHe-
¢s1 ¢ co60M pa3buThle WUTIO3UU U ITYCThIe HaJeXAbl. KOT BBI-
poc. 3amarepen. O63aBeycs AeCATKOM IIPAMOB, YTPAaTWLI
B YJIMYHBIX OOSX YXO U IJIa3... B 00IEM, MBI C HUIM CPasy JIpyT
JIpyra MOHSLIU.

— 3aueM HaM 3TOT KOTUK? — fI OCTOPOXKHO 0001ILIA KIIETKY.

3Beph, TOYHO 3HABIIMN, YTO HUYETO XOPOILIero OT >KU3HU
KIATh He CJIeflyeT, IIOBOPAYMBAJICA, He CIIyCKas C MeHsA BHU-
MAaTeJIbHOTO B3IVIAZA.

— Tobr coBceM MeHA He ciaymanal — [pera XJylomHysIa 10
CTOJTYy, ¥ KOTUK U37]a]T HU3KUM MPOTHKHBIN 3BYK.

A Besb pasMepoB OH HeMaJbIX, B KJIeTKe BOH eJ[Ba-e/iBa
noMelaercs. Ine cectpuiia ero B3suia? A IJIaBHOe, YTO OHA
coOpaach C JKUBOTUHOM JIeJIaTh?

MozkeT, 21b(Qy CBOEMY B IIOIAPOK IIOIILIET?

DbdBI JIIOOAT KUBOE. ..

[TpaBza, GBUIO Y MEHs MPeIYyBCTBUE, YTO TaK JIETKO 51 He
OT/IeJIAlOCh.

— CMmorpu, — Ipera morposwia KOTUKY IaJblieM, HO TOT
JIMIIB 3aBBUI rpoMue. — Bce odeHb mpocto. [loMHUIIB, Ccpep-
CTBO JUIA yJaJeHus BOJIOC, KOTOpoe f IpuiyMasa?

[TomHIO.

3alyzenrsb TaKkoe... K COXKaJIEHUI0, CECTPUIA MOST MJIa/IIIIast
oOJazaia HeyeMHOU (GaHTa3uel, TUILIOMOM ATXUMUKA — YK
He 3HAK0, KAKUM 00pa3oM el yIaIoch ero MOJTyIuTh, — CTpa-
CTBIO K JKCIIEPUMEHTAM U HeOOJBIINMU, HO KpaliHe pasipa-
JKAIOIIVMU ee YCUKAMU.

Ycuku sty Ipeta mosarana e[UHCTBEHHBIM IIPEIATCTBIEM
K CBOEMY CYaCThIO, KOTOPOe II0CiIe CIydast ¢ OATKOHOM 0CO3-
HAaJI0O MaCIITabbl TParefiiyi M BOOPYKIIOCH CyZIeOHBIM 3aripe-
TOM Ha HpuOMKeHUe. M maHHOe 0OCTOATEIBCTBO BBEPITIO
CecTpully B TPeXJHEBHYIO I1edaib...

B meuaynu Ipera ObLIa CTpaIITHA.

Y Ge3 mevajyd He JIydllle... HeT, He B TOM cMbicie. OHa
cuMnaTtuyHasg. CUMIaTU4Hee MeHs, IIPOCTO... eCJIN YK FOBO-
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PUTH O HeH, 0 HacC ¢ Hel, TO HauaTh caenyeT ¢ MaTymku. OHa,
OyZydu >KeHIIMHON CypOBOM, YTO IIPU ee-To IPOodeccuut Ipo-
CTUTENIbHO, IOCTUTHYB TOT'O BO3PACTa, O KOTOPOM >KeHIINHEe-TO
¥ JyMaTh HENPWINYHO, BCE K PEIIWIACh CHUCKATh TOJIUKY
IIPOCTOTO >KEHCKOTO CYacCThs. M KepTBOU ee CTaJ HEKUU Io-
JIYTHOM, HE€ TO TIOJBCTUBIIUICA HAa MAaTYIIKUHO COCTOSHUE,
He TO U BIIPaB/ly 0YapOBaHHKIN e10. He 3Har. Bripouem, o cBo-
€M OTIle, KOTOPOTO MAaTyIlIKa ITOMMEHOBAJIA OIIMOKON MOJIO-
JIOCTH, S 3HAI0 W TOro MeHbIme. Jla u o [peTmHOM MaTyIIka
PaccKa3bIBasIa C IIPEBEIUKON HEeOXOTOM.

OHO U fCHO.

[peTa TOJILKO-TOJIBKO ITOSIBIUIACH HA CBET, KOTJa OH, He BBI-
Hecd TATOT CeMEMHOM »KU3HU, COeXal ¢ MOJIOLEHBKOM cocel-
KOM, a 3a0lHO IIPUXBATIJI U MATYIIKUHBI COEPEIKEHUS.

Maryiika moHavaIy 3aTOCKOBaJIA, HO II0CTIEe, PACCYIUB, UYTO
eutn KM3Hb CeMelHasd He yAalach, TO CTOUT BEPHYTHCSI
K TOMY, UTO yZIaBAJIOCh e JIydIlle BCero, — K OXOTe Ha HeXXUTb,
oTrpaBwia Hac ¢ [petoit Kk TeTke. Cama HaBe/IbIBalIaCh U3Pe-
Ka, OTJaBas PONUTENBbCKUM OOIT Y, YTO KyJa aKTyaJIbHewH,
Hallle cofeprkaHre. TeTKa He ObUIa IUIOXOM, HAC JIIOOMIA KaK
yMmena. Y BocmuThIBaza TOXKe Kak ymesa. [1omyImaock... 94To
TTOJTyYIUIOCh. Kak 6bI TaM HU OBLIO, IETCTBO HAIlle, B TOU MU
WHOU CTelleHU CYACTIUBOE, JABHBIM-IABHO MUHYJIO, KaK
¥ FOHOCTb, U MJIJIble TOJbI, TIPOBE/IEHHbIE B CTEHAX YHUBED-
CUTeTA.

K c1oBy, TeTKa ObLIa KaTeTOPUYECKU IIPOTUB YHUBEPCHU-
TeTa, IOJIarasi, YTO JKEeHI[WHEe HYKHBI He HAyKU, a MYX XO-
poIIMii, HO MaTyIIKe BAPYT BO3KEJAIOCh CTaThb OCHOBOIIO-
JIoKHUIIeH auHactuu. Y ecmu [pera K HEKPOMAHTUM TalaH-
TOB He TIPOSIBJIAJA, YTO BOCIPUHUMAJIOCH KaK BIIHUSHUE
IYPDHO! OTIIOBCKOW KPOBHU, TO YK HAa MEHsS BO3JIaTaJIUCh
HeMaJIble HaJleXXabl. K c9acThio, MaTyIlIKa He JOXKUIA IO UX
KpymeHus. YTo TyT TOBOPUTH, HEKPOMAHT — Mpodeccus
oIlacHasd. ..

B HacIeacTBO HaM JOCTAJIOCh M3BECTHOE UM, 3aIIMCHAast
KHIDKKA C HACTaBJIEHUAMHU U JI0KUHOU 3aKJIATUN Pa3HOU CTe-
IIeHU TOTOBHOCTH, a TaKKe HeOOJIbIION CYeT B THOMbEM OaH-
Ke, T7le MATyIIKa I0C/Ie UCTOPUH C OeIJIBIM CYIIPYrOM XpaHU-
Jga cbeperkenuss. TeTyIika, Onaromaps YCWIMSAM KOTOPOM
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B YHUBEPCUTET YCTPOWIU U [peTy — OT MBICIU BBIZATH MOIO
CecTpUIly 3aMy)X OHa OTKa3aJach JJaBHO, — IIepeXXuIa MaMy
Ha I1apy MecsdAIleB.

B ob6mieM, HeygauHbIN ObUT TOL. ..

[peTa mosaraeT, YTO UMEHHO TOIZla MOM XapakTep U IIpe-
TepIieJl HeKOTOphle, BeChMa IaryOHble M3MeHeHUs. Bo3Mox-
HO, YTO U TaK, HO, COTJIACUTECH, B TIOOOHBIX OOCTOSTETHCTBAX
ONTUMU3MY B3ATHCS OBUIO IIPOCTO-TAKU HEOTKyza! A eciu Jio-
0aBUTE, YTO C yIeOOH y MeH: He JIAJWIOCh, Id ¥ K BBIOpAHHOU
npodeccuu Ayma He Jeaaa, U dK3aMeHbl MHe 3aWIU He TO
U3 JKQJIOCTU, He TO U3 YBaKeHUs K MAaTyIIKMHON maMATU... Ho
YTO TOJIKY OT AWIUIOMA, eCyId PaboThl HeT? MaMUHBIX JeHer
XBAaTWJIO HA TIAPy JIeT, HO... BCe KOTA-HUOYAb /1 3aKAHYLBA-
€TCs1, A JIeHbTU TaK U BOBCE UMEIOT OOBIKHOBEHUE TasTh, UTO
CHeT BeCHOM.

A eme u Ipera.

Hert, 51 J1I06,TI0 CBOO MJIQJIIIYIO CECTPY, XOTS TTOPOU U BO3-
HHKaeT IIOYTU HeIIPeoZoIrMoe XKeJlaHue ee IIpUIyIuTs. [pe-
Ta... CKOKEM TaK, B OTLIA OHA U BIIpaBJy IIOILIA, YTO BHEI-
HOCTBIO, YTO XapaKTepOM, YTO HeyAep:KUMOU CKJIOHHOCTBHIO
K aBaHTIOPAM.

B3sTh XOTA OBI a7IB(A. ..

Her, a;pda 6path He CTOUT, OH B IIPOLUIBIM pa3 MHe 060-
II1eJICA B IIOJICOTHU 30JI0THIX, KOTOPBIe A IUIAaHMPOBaJIa I10Tpa-
TUTH COBCEM HHadve...

3HAUUT, YCUKHU.

Kax yxxe ynmoMuHasa, BHEIIHOCTBIO [peTa Imonwta He B Ma-
TYIIKY, KOTOPasl, KOHEYHO, ObLIA YKeHIWHON KOPILYJIEHTHOM,
GOpM BBIIAIONIUXCA U BeChbMa, KaK 10 MHe, Ha JIIOOUTeJI,
a B OTLA-TIOJ[yTHOMA, a ellle BepHell — B ero THOMbIO POZHIO.
HeBpICOKas, TIOTHO cOUTAsA, OHA ObUIA IUPOKOIUIEYeH U Ka-
KOU-TO YIJIOBATOM, OYITO HACTIEX BBITECAHHOM M3 KYCKa CKaJIbL.
Brpouewm, ceit pakt IpeTy HUKOTIA 0CcO60 He CMYINAT, PABHO
KaK U HeCKOJIbKO pe3KOBaThble UepTHI JIUIA WJIU OTTOIBIPEH-
HBIe YIIW, KOTOPble OCOOEHHO YMWIAIU TeTyIIKy. Jpyroe
JleJI0 — YCUKU.

Ycuky ObLIN PeeHbKUMU U PhDKUMU. CBeTIBIMU. [10oUTH
He3aMeTHbIMU. Ho caMoO ux Hamuume juiiano [pery ayiies-
HOTI'O PaBHOBeCHUS.
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— OHU Bce IOPTAT, — 3asgBWJIa OHA MHe Kak-To, U A Co-
JIACUIACh.

KaxxeTcs, Torma 6bL1a oceHb. Mt BecHa.

DraBHOe, YTO B KapMaHaX OBLIO ITYCTO, & HA AyIle ITOTaHO,
U TIO3TOMY I TOTOBAa OBLIA COIIACUTHCA CO BCEM, JIMIIb OBI
[pera ocTaBmIa MeHA B IIOKOe U IIO3BOJIMJIA C YMCTBIM CepZ-
1leM MIpeJlaThCsl CTPAJIAHUAM.

— OT HUX HAZ0 M30aBUTHCA.

W g BHOBB comtacuiack. A Ipera B3sIach 3a IIWIIEI, KO-
HEYHO, U3 BCEro OOWINS MHCTPYMEHTOB BbIGPAB UMEHHO MOH,
rocepeOpeHHbIe, 0c000 ocTphle. [IpaBma, 3aTess BBIIIUIATH
YCBI 3aKOHUWIACH ITPOBAJIOM.

CtiIkoM GOJIBHO.

COpUTh UX TOXKe He TOJYIIIIOCh, TIOCKOJIBKY YChI OTPOCTH
CIyCTs Hemenio u emle 6ojee rycThiMu. Torma-To [peta
U BCIIOMHIIA, YTO B CIIKCKe GeCYUCJIEHHBIX ee JOCTOWHCTB
UMeeTCs U JUIVIOM aJXUMUKa. HeT, MHe yxke Torja CiefoBa-
JIO 3amo03puUTh HeynanHoe. Ho y MeHs, Kak HapO4HO, pabo-
TeHKa 3aMasgdwia. Bpoze 1 HewIoKHas — CKJIAAbI IIOUUCTUTD,
a ZileHer mpejylaraau NpuwingHo. A IpeTy ¢ ee sKcriepuMeHTa-
MU U3 BUAY-TO U BBIITYCTWJIA.

C paboToii, KOHEYHO, BBIIIUIO COBCEM HE TO U He TaK, KaK
OHO MHe IIPe/CTaBJIANOCE. .. e/IBa )KMBA OCTaJIaCh, XOTA IIOTOM
U 3aIUIaTIWIN IPWINYHO, ellle ¥ C KOMIIeHcaIel, II0TOMy Kak
BBIXOIWJIO B UTOTe JieJI0 YrojoBHOe. Ho He 0 ToM peub, a O
Ipere.

Cozpasia OHa COCTaB, YK He 3HaI0, 4ero M Kak HaMelllayia —
AJIXMMUIO CeCTpUIa MOA IToyiaraja IIPoIecCOM MCKIIIOIUTeIhb-
HO TBODYECKUM, TPeOYIOIIUM He aKafieMUYeCKUX 3HAHUU,
a MCKJIIOUMTEeIBPHO BIOXHOBeHUA. C BIOXHOBEHUEM-TO y Hee
HUKOIZA IIpo6iieM He ObLIO.

K Moemy Bo3BparmieHUio [peTuHBI yCbI 0Opesi HeBepOsT-
HYIO TYCTOTy U SIPKO-PBLKUI KOJIep.

K cuacTeio, 3KCIIepuMeHTHPOBaIA CeCTPULLA UCKITIOUUTEIb-
HO Ha cebe U TIOC/Ie TOTO CIydyas MPUTHXJIA HA IEJNbIX J[Ba
Mecsana. f y)xe U TOHAeANIACh, YTO OOPA3YMUTCH.

AH HeT... He 06pasyMmIacs.

Kotuka BoT npunecsa. B kieTke.

fl KOTUKY OT [yl COYyBCTBOBAJIA.
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— MBI HamaxeM UM KOTHKal — MeX TeM Bo3BecTuiia [pe-
Ta, U KOTUK B3BBUI ellle Tpomue. [IoHnMaer, uto jun? 1 ecian
TaK, TO KUBBIM OH [peTe TOYHO He JjacTCA.

— ObdbI TeOsS 3aCyIAT, — S TOIBITAIACH BO33BaTh K [pe-
TUHOMY CBETJIOMY YyBCTBY, TIO€TUKY WHBIX CIIOCOOOB CIIACTU
»KUBOTHOE OT HE3aBUIHOU yJacTU OBITh HAMA3aHHBIM TOU Ia-
KOCTBIO, KOTOPas O Cell IeHb HACTauBalIach B Befipe, UCTOYast
HEeMBICJIMMBIe apoMaThl, He BHUJea.

— A KTO UM CKayKeT?

[Topoit Mos1 cecTpuria ObLIA MIPAKTUYHA.

Kasp, 9TO KauecTBO 3TO MPOABILATIOCh PeAKO U BeCbMa He-
CBOEBPEMEHHO.

A modyBCTBOBasIa, KaK rojIoBa MOs HAJIMBAETCA XapaKTep-
HOU TSDKECTBIO, KOTOPAs JII0H6e3HO MPeIyIPeXaana, YTO MUHYT
9TaK 4epes [ecATh, a B JIydllleM CJlydae — depe3 IIATHaALATh,
MHe CTaHyT IJIyOOKO Ge3pasjMYHbI YTO CyAbOa KOTHKA, YTO
3ayMKa IpeTsl.

— Iowrymiaii, — cectpulla Bllenwiach B MeHA. — I Bce
npoxyMaal

OHa Bcerga Bce IMPOLYMBIBAJIA, KAK TOIZA, KOIZA PEIlU-
JIa Pa3BOJUTH JEIUKATeCHBIX YIUTOK JJIA 3Ib(QUUCKOTO pe-
CTOpaHa...

Wy ToproBarh NapuKkaMy M3 KOHCKUX XBOCTOB, & MHe II0-
TOM IIPUIUIOCH JOKa3bIBaTh, YTO [peTa He mpUHUMAaja y4a-
CTUS B aKTe BaHJAJIM3MA TI0 OTHOIIEHUIO K HauOJIaropo/iHet-
IITUM JKUBOTHBIM, B YMCJIO KOUX BOIIEN U >Kepebel] rpaziomnpa-
BuTesId. XBOCT [pera B IpuCTyle pacKasgHWA IOPHIBAIACH
BEepHYTb, O0elajia MPUKJIEUTh CAMOJIUYIHO, HO OT IuTpada
packasgHue He CIiacio.

— Hawm 4yto HyXHO?

— Ioxoti.

— Pexstama, — Bo3zpasuia Ipeta, mpusHaBaBIasa OLWH BUJ
IIOKOSI — IIOCMePTHBIN. — V KOTUK OyzeT Hamel peKJamMoi!
ThI B3WIAHM Ha Hero, B3IVIAHU XOPOLIEHBKO.

KoT, coo6pa3uB, 4TO IMEHHO Ceyac Ma3aTh ero He CTaHyT,
IIPUMOIJIK.

— OH, KOHEeYHO, CJIeTKa HCTOIIAJI...

Crerka?

Ja 1menpo mobuTas JUIaeM IIKypa BUCETA HA KOCTAX.
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— U BRIDLAIUT Helpe3eHTa0ebHoO. ..

W3 mycToll IMasHUIBI COYMJICA THOU. IlomypasopBaHHOe
yXO0 MOBUCIO. HO yCBI TOMOPINMIINCE TPO3HO, Aa U 3yOBI KOTA
6bUTH OesBl U ATUHHBL [T0XKaIyH, CIMIIKOM JJIMHHBL, YTOOBI
He 3aJyMaTbCAd O POLOCIOBHOM cero cos3faHusA. OX, dyeTcd
MHe, YTO CpeZib IIPeIKOB ero0 OBUIM He TOJIBKO KOTHKH.

— Ho B aTtoM BcA cyTs! ITofiMH, JIeTKO BBIUTPATh BBICTAB-
Ky C KaKUM-HUOyAb 3IbQUICKUM TOJBIM WIH OPOYBUM

MAN-KyHOM... — IpeTa MOTAHY/IACh OBLIO MOIAAUTH KOTHKA,
HO TOT IIpeIyTIPeKAAoIIe 3anues. M cecTpuIia mpeypex-
JleHWIo BHANA. — U coBceM apyroe — ¢ OOBIKHOBEHHBIM
JTBOPOBBIM. ..

— Kakyto BrIicTaBKy? — B Moeii rojioBe TSKeCTh CMeHsAIACh
»KapoM. 1 3HauuT, BOT-BOT IIOJIBIXHET.

— OOBIKHOBEHHYIO. KOIaubio BHICTABKY ITOJT IIATPOHAKEM
I[TpecBeTsioro Jyieca. S »xe Tebe BUepa TOBOPHJIA.

Heyxemnu?

A MOXeT, 1 TaK. Buepa y MeHs ObUT BHEOUEPETHOM ITPUCTYII
MeJIAaHXOJIUW. BBI3BaH OH OBLI... 1a MAJIO JIU IIPUYUH y HEKPO-
MAaHTa-HeYJIAYHUKA ITOCTPaZaTh Hal, )KU3HBIO CBOCH.

B obieM, He 70 pacckazoB IpeTuHbIX MHe ObLTO. CTpaja-
Ja s

— Tlorogu, — ycwivieM BOJIH S CAEPXKAJIACh, YTOOBI He 3a-
oparb. — MbI OyieM y4acTBOBaTh B KODOJIEBCKOM BBICTABKe
C... 9TUM?

A TKHyJIA TankIeM B KOT4, KOTOPBIN, BUAATh, OIIEIOMIEH-
HBI OTKpBIBIIeNCA Ilepe] HUM >KU3HEeHHOM IepCIIeKTUBOU,
3T TOHEHbKUI JKAIOOHBIN 3BYK.

— Jla! B Tom u ¢okyc Becs! Ham HeoOs3aTeslbHO MOGEXK-
nmate! Hayo stvis mpopekaamMupoBars. CMOTPH, THI ke He Oy-
Jlelllb CIIOPUTh, YTO COCTaB ISl POCTa BOJIOC XOPOIIMI?

— 3aMevarenbHBINA, — OYPKHYJIA f.

Ycre1 y [petsl pootu iBe Hezlenu KpAndy. Y miaBHOe, IIeJIKO-
BHUCTBIe, POBHEHBKIE, BOJIOCOK K BOJIOCKY.

— Mmenno! Ho Ha pBIHOK KOCMETHKHN HaM COBAaTbC HeJIb-
3s1. f yxxe mymaia 06 aTom, — Ipera cliemnwia PyKd B 3aMOK.
OHa pacxaXuBaja IO KyXOHbKe U BHJ MMeJa BeCbMa pellu-
TeJIbHBIN. I OBl CKa3aja, IMyrallle PeIIuTeJbHbIA., — DIb(bl
He TI03BOJIAT.
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— Kaxk He 1103BOJIAT? — Bce ke mpubImKeHe MUTPEeHU,
MIPUCTYIIBI KOTOPOUW HAYAJINCh Y MEHsS Cpa3y Iocje Bpyde-
HUS ITUIJIOMAa — OJIHO BPeMs S BCephe3 MOAYMBIBAJIA, UTO
JIeKaH ero HamoCJeOK CAMOJIMYHO ITPOKJISAI, He TPOCTUB
MHEe TOTO CJIy4as C OerJIbIM yMepPTBUEM, — JIUIIAJIO CII0CO0-
HOCTU JyMarh.

— OG6BIKHOBeHHO! DiIbGUICKUE KOPIIOPAIWU CIeIAT 33
peIHKOM! W CTOUT TOABUTHCA TAIAHTIMBOMY HOBUYKY... —
[peTa CHU3WIA TOJIOC JI0 IIENOTa, a ellle OIIAEeNACh.

A Toxke omrsAgenack. He To 4To6BI ommacanach ambQUACKOT
CJIEXKKU, HO... Ha BCIKUU CIy4dail.

Huxkoro u HUYero.

— OHU TOWAYT Ha BCe, YTOOBI He [OIYCTUTh KOHKYDeH-
nuu! Wiy gymaeliib, 3TOT CymeOHBIM 3aIllpeT IIPOCTO TaK BhI-
TIUCAINA?

— KoHeuHo, He IpoCTo Tak. Y 4esoBeKa HePBBI CIAIN.

— OH He 4eJoBeK!

— Tem Goutee.

Drbda r7e-To B IybuHe IyIiu ObLIO0 Kajib. Ho oueHb B IIy-
OUHe, ITOCKOJIbKY IIOXKAJIeTh €r0 OT BCEro Cep/la MeIlaIy I0-
TepsTHHBIE JIeHbIU. JleHer MHe ObUIO KyZia JKasibue, 4eM JIbda.
JleHbIu 3TH, €CJIU TOAYMaTh, OBUIM MHE Ky/la KaK POIHEMH.

— f He cpasy coob6paswia, 4To OH paboraer Ha HuX. Ho
KOTJ]a TIOHsUIA, BCe CPasy CTAJIO SICHO. Ero MOACYHYJIU MHe,
YTOOBI OTBJIEYh OT WCCIEOBAHUM. ..

— Ipera, — s ofiepHYJIa CECTPUILy, — HET HYXJIBI OTBJIe-
KaTb TOTO, KTO U CaM TOTOB OTBJIEUBCS.

CecTpuIla HaCymuaach, HO BCe JKe JIOJITO OOMKAThCS OHA
He yMeJia, TeM I1avye KOTZA BCSA CYTh ee TpeboBaa OGecembl.

— B ob1em, ¢ anphaMu HaM He KOHKYPHUPOBATh, — 3aBep-
mta IpeTta U majblleM TKHYJIA B KOTUKA, KOTOPHIN Giiaropas-
YMHO IIAPAXHYJICSA B CTOPOHY, HeOOCH CITacay BTOPOU I1a3. —
Ilpyroe zeso, 4TO eCTh ellle OMUH PBIHOK...

— Kortukos.

— YKuBotHbIx. Tl He TIpeJCTABIIACIIL, KaKUe JeHbIU KPy-
TATCA Ha BbICTaBKax! Ja 3a CpeicTBO, KOTOPOe TIO3BOJIUT YITyd-
IIIUTD 1IePCTh, OYAYT ILUIATUTH 30JI0TOM!

Kak Hu cTpaHHO, HO B 3TOU ee ujee, eCIU OTBIEYbCHI OT
TbGUICKON TTapaHONU, YTO-TO Aa ObUT0. VTN TO Ke mpubiIu-



14 KapuHa lemuHa

>KeHHe MUTPEHHU BCe >Ke UCKa3WIo Moe BuieHue Mupa? I1pas-
Jla, OCTaJICA ellje OLUH BOIIPOC.

— CKOJIBKO? — HIEIIOTOM CIIPOCHJIA .

— Yero «CKOIBbKO»? — IpeTa ToT4ac CMYTHJIACH, ITIOYTH UC-
KpPeHHe CMyTUJIACh, HEYXKTO IIOJIATaJIa, YTO f IOCJe IIPOeKTa
C KPacHBIMU >XKabaMH¥, CJIM3b KOTODPBIX IIPEAIIONArasioch Ca-
BaTh B allTeKy, U TPexX MecCAlleB BBIHYXIeHHON IIepJI0BOU JU-
€Tl U BIIPAB/y O JleHbraxX 1103a0yzy?

— BO CKOJIBKO 3TOT... KOTUK CTaJI?

— Kotuk? — Ipera nogupeirayna. — KoTuK... 1Ba Mens-
Ka...

[TomospuTesbHO JemeBo.

ITpocTo Tak JieleBo, KaKk OHO OBITh He MOXKeT.

— U COpOK IIATH 30JIOTBIX 32 BBICTABKY, — OBICTPEHBKO
mobasmia Ipera.

— CKobKOo?!

Y MeHs aXk MUTPeHb OTCTYIIWJIA.

— COpOK HATE... HY, 3TO K€ KOPOJIeBCKasA BBICTABKA... TAM
CyIBM MEXAYHAapOSHOTO KJIACCa... W BOOOIIE, MBI JIOJDKHBI
OBbLIN ellle IIACIOPT IIPeOCTABUTD, & €r0 HeT... TI03TOMY IIpH-
IIJIOCH JOIUIATUTE. ..

COpOK IIATE.

Copok u elile 1ATh. J]a HA 3TH JIeHbTHU... MBI OBl JKIJIU JIBA
MecaAnal Mbl 4 IJIaHUPOBAIM Ha HUX KUATH [IBAa MecsIla, II0To-
My Kak C paboToil BHOBb ObUIO HesCHO. TouHee, SICHO, YTO
B OmpKaiinieM OyaymieM paboThl MHe He BUZIATh. A Telleph 4To?

— ThI TOSIBKO He BoHyHCA! BOT yBUANIIE, ¥ HAC C KOTUKOM
BCe noaydurcs! — IpeTa IIOATOIKHYIA MeHA K ABepu. — Mnu
TIPWJIAT... THI BOH BcA Oeas crayja. Murpess, ja? A Xodels,
A Tebe JaeuKy czenao?..

— COpOK IIATb...

— D10 Bcero-HaBcero jeHbru! CKOpo MBI pasborareem...
BOT YBUJUIIb. ..

He yBmky. 1 BoOOIIe BpsAZ U O TOTO CYACTIIMBOTO MO-
MEHTa J0XKUBY.

Ho s mosBoimia cebs ynoxkuth. Y Ipera B mpucryie
YITPBI3eHUI COBeCTH, He MHade, HaKPbLIa MeHA ILUIeJUKOM.
TeM caMbIM DO30BBIM, OTYETIMBO IIOBAHMBAIOIIUM KOIIAYb-
el MOYOH.
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— COpOK IIATh 30JIOTHIX, — IIPOIIeNTasa s, IIpeXxae 4eM
JIaBUHA OO HAKPhUIA MEHs C TOJIOBOM.

HemHemmHui Ipuctyn IIwica CyTKU, a TaKOTO CO MHOMU
JTABHEHBKO He CJIyJaJoch. Boobie B rofbl Miajble, Kak U B
IOHBIE, 51 OBUIA Ha TUBO 3[I0POBBIM PeOEHKOM, He TIOfIBePIKeH-
HBIM He TO YTO MUTPEHSM, HO U OOBIKHOBEHHBIM ITPOCTY/aM.
A BOT B yHUBEpPCUTETE U HAYAJIOCh.

B mepBbIii pa3 g wrerna akKypar Iepej BhIIYCKHBIM, U He
CKa3aTh YTOOBI CIUIBHO OIEYaINIach. Yero MHe TaM JeaTh?
CMmoTpeTh, Kak [IeH KPY)KUT BOKPYT MOeM 3aKJIATOM IIPUS-
TeJIPHUIIBI, 4 HA MeHSI eI U CMOTPUT, TO C COYYBCTBUEM,
U YTO ITOTAaHeH BCero, C MCKPeHHUM.

Kaxk »xke... g4 ocuporerna.

VM 3a0MHO YK JIMITAIACH MeCTa IIPU TOPOJCKOMN THJIBIUU,
KOTOpOe TIojIaraja CBOUM, HO... B 00IIeM, 3aBUHON HEBECTOU
s W B JIydllirie BpeMeHa He sBJisuiack. Kak Obl TaM HU 6bUIO,
HO TOIZIA IIPUCTYII TOJIOBHOM OOJIM CIIAC MEHsI, IIOTOMY 51 U He
cTajia o6pamaThCs K I[EIUTEISIM.

[Tomymaenis, rosoBa pasjlaMbIBaeTCs HA 49acTU. ABOCH JI0
KOHITA He Pa3IOMUTCA.

K coxayleHuio, y TOJIOBBI MMENIOCh COOCTBEHHOEe MHEHUe
Ha cell cueT. Pa3iaMbIBaThCA OHA IMOBAAWIACh C 3aBHUJHOU pe-
TYJIIPHOCTBIO, KAK IIPABIIO, IIPUYPOYUBAsA PA3IOMBI K TeM
YUIA WHBIM 3HAYUMBIM COOBITHSM MOE KU3HU, OY/Ib TO BCTpe-
Ya C MIOTeHITUAIbHBIM KJINEeHTOM WIN OYepeTHON BU3UT B y4a-
CTOK 3a Ipetoii...

llenuTens e, K KOTOPOMY S OOPaTWIACh, JIUIIb PyKaMU
pasBest. MoJ1, BHEITHUX TIPUYUWH I OOJIe3HU HeT, A BHYTPEH-
HUe... Ha TIOUCK MPUYWH BHYTPEHHUX TPeOOBAIOCh HEOOIb-
1II0e COCTOsSTHUE, KOTOPOTO y MeHsI He OBLIO. BOT U KWIM MBI
BrpoeM: IpeTa, 1 MU MOS MUTPEHB.

Hy u KoTuK ere.

To, 4TO KOTUK 3a yIIOMAHYTble CyTKU He MCYe3, f IOHsIA
IO CTOMKOMY 3allaXy MOYM, KOTOPHIM IIPOIIUTAJIACh KyXHA.
U 3amax 3TOT, MeIasch C SApeHbIM CMpaZioM [peTuHOTO Cpefi-
CTBa, CO3IABAJI BOUCTUHY YOOHMHYIO aTMOChepy.

— TeGe yrxe syumie? — CeCTpHUIly 3aIlax, IIOX0¥Ke, HUCKOJIb-
KO He GeCITOKOWLI.



