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OuepeaHOl BeCEHHUIA JTMBEHb ObLT TOTOB BOT-BOT MPOJIUTHCS
Ha rojioBbl Mpoxoxux, Ho KarpuH CeHT-I[}KOH mouTH He obpaliia-
Jla BHUMaHUS Ha YE€pHBIE Ty4d, YTPOXKAIOIIEC HABMCIINE HAI TOJIO-
BoIi. SIBHO 3aHsTast HEOTBI3HBIMU M, TTO BCEMY BUIHO, HEBECEIbI-
MM MBICJISIMH, JEBYIIKA pacCesHHO O0XOIuja PO30BbIC KYCTHI,
pociiiie B MaJIeHbKOM CafuKe, cpe3asl AYIIMCTbie OYTOHBI, U3
KOTOpPBIX TO3XEe HaMepeBalach COOpaTh JBa M3SIIHBIX OyKeTa
M TOCTaBUTh B TOCTUHBIX, CBOEH 1 cecTphl Dnu3adeT. Ee Opar Yop-
peH, Kak BCerna, Beceso TPOBOAWI Te-TO BpeMs, TTO3TOMY BOBCE
He HyXOajJcd B IBeTaX I yKpalleHWs KOMHAThl, B KOTOPOM
nouyTtu He ObiBal. A oren; KatpuH, J>KopmK, TepreTh He MOT po3.

— He BriHOIIY X HaBsi3uMBOTrO 3ammaxa!l Pazse MoxHO cpaB-
HUBAaTh 3TU ByJbrapHbIC LIBETHI C JUIUSIMU, UPUCAMU WIN XOTS
ObI TIOJIEBBIMU MaprapuTKamu!

KaTpuH B Xu3HU He TIPUIILIO OBl B TOJIOBY OCIHYIIATHCS
oTia. Bo BceM, 4To Kacanoch ero mpuxoTeil, oHa Oblia Ha pea-
KOCTb YKMBUMBBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, U ITOTOMY KaXIoe YTPO Clyra
TTOChUTAJICS HA TIOMCKH TTOJIEBBIX MaprapuTokK mist rpada Crpad-
(opna, HeB3Mpas Ha TO, YTO B TOpPoOIE MX ObUIO COBCEM HE TaK
JIETKO HaMTH.

— Tel mpocTo uyno, Most noporast Keit, — o6 moBTOpsITh
otell, 1 K3TpuH O0ObIYHO MpUMHMMAajaa KOMIUIMMEHT KaK JOJIXK-
Hoe, MpUYeM JAeJI0 ObUIO COBCEM HE B TOM, YTO OHA TaK yX
HYyXIajach B MOXBajax, HET, POCTO €€ NTOCTOMHCTBA W COBEpP-
IIEHCTBA ObLIM MPEIMETOM FOPAOCTU U caMoyBaxeHus. KaTpun



HPaBUJIOCH OLIYLIATh ce0s1 HY>KHOW M HEOOXOAMMO, U OHa Aeii-
CTBUTEJIbHO ObLIa Hy:XHa U HeobOxomuMa. KoHeuHo, JIxKopmx
CeHT-/I’kKOH MOT CUMTaThCSl TJaBOW CeMEWCTBAa, HO MMEHHO
Koa1puH ynpapisiia Xxo3siCTBOM, U UMEHHO Ha Hee OH IoJiarai-
cs1 Bo Becex Borpocax. M XonmeH-Xayc, ocoOHsIK Ha Kapenauii-
ckBep, U bpoknu-Xojn, 3aropogHoe moMecTbe rpada, ObLIM
BJIAACHUSIMHU, Tae Oe3pa3nenabHo Lapuia KatpuH.

OHa OblIa XO34HKOM, TOMOIIPAaBUTEILHULICH U YIIPaBIISIIO-
1M B OJHOM JIMIIE, U OTEI] BeChbMa LIEHWJI 3TU IMPEBOCXOIHBIE
KayectBa. KpoMe TOro, MocKoIbKY IEBYIIKE OOBIYHO YIaBaIOCh
caMoOll CHIpaBATBhCS CO BCEMU OOMAIIHUMU 3aTPYTHEHUSIMMU,
HETIPUSITHOCTSIMUA U OelaMu, He CTaBs B U3BECTHOCTH OTIIA, TOT,
HU O YeM He TpeBOXacbh, MOT IOCBSIIATh BCE BpeMsSl U CUJIbI
€IMHCTBEHHON CTpacTU, €OIUMHCTBEHHOMY YBJICUCHUIO — IIO-
JIATHKE.

— Jlobpoe ytpo, Kurt. Ilo3aBTpakaemb co mHoit? IToxa-
Jyiicral

[Momusas rmaza, KatpuH yBumena Dnm3abeT, BBICYHYBIIYIOCS
M3 OKHA CITaJlbHU, BBIXOAMBIIETO Ha ILIOIIaab, C PUCKOM CBa-
JINTBhCSI BHU3.

— 4 yxe mo3aBTpakaja, moporasi, HeCKOJIbKO 4acoB Ha-
3a1, — oTo3Banach KoTpuH, enBa moBbicuB rojnoc. He B ee
XapakTepe ObLIO KpHYaTh, JaXKe B TeX CIydasiX, KOrma 3To Kasza-
JIOCh HEOOXOIMMBIM.

— Torga koge. IMoxanyiicral — ynpaivBana Dnauzader. —
MHe o4eHb HYXXKHO IIOTOBOPUTH C TOOOIA.

KaTpuH HaKoHeI yJIBIOHYTACh, COTIANIAsICh, W, TIOJXBAaTUB
KOP3UHKY C po3aMu, HallpaBujaach K noMy. [oBopst o mpasie,
OHa TOXe TepIIeJMBO Xaja, IToKa DiIn3adeT MPOCHETCS, YTOOBI
cepbe3Ho nmobecenoBarh ¢ cecTpoir. O0e, HECOMHEHHO, UMEJIU
B BUIY OOWH U TOT X€ MpeIMeT pa3roBopa, IMOCKOJbKY BUepa
BEUEPOM WX TO3Bajiu B KaOuHeT rpacda, mpasaa, Mo OTIAe/b-
HOCTHM, HO TpUYMHA OKa3ajach BCE Ta Xe€ — JIOpA YWUIbSIM
Ceiimyp.

Jlopn Celimyp, HEOTpa3UMBbIii MOJIOAION YEJIOBEK, JbSIBOJIb-
CKM KpacWBOI BHEIITHOCTH, OYapoOBajl U MOKOPHUJI C IEPBOTO
B3IJIsIa HEBUHHYIO I0HYI0 Dr3adeT. OHM BCTPETUIMCh B CAaMOM
Hauajie ce30Ha, IepBoro ce3oHa bet, 1 OemHsIKKa ¢ TeX Iop He
B3[JISIHYJIa HU Ha OZHOTO MYX4YuHY. OHM BIIOOMIUCH IPYT
B JIpyra, OXBAYE€HHBIE TEM CTapbIM KaK MUpP YYBCTBOM, KOTOpOE

6



TaK JI00SIT BOCIIEBATh MO3ThI U KOTOPOE CIIOCOOHO JIUILIMTh pac-
CyIKa Oaxe caMbIX pasyMHbIX Jioneit. Ho k1o Takast KatpuH,
YTOOBI OCYXIaTh WX TOJBHKO JIMIIH TIOTOMY, YTO caMa OHa CUM-
Tajla CTOJb CUJbHbIE SMOLIMU IOIPOCTY INIyIbIMU, OeCLeIbHOM
TpaToOil 3HEpPruu, KOTOPYIO Jydllle CTOMJIO OBl YIOTPEeOUTh Ha
yTo-TO Mojie3Hoe?! OHa cyuacTivBa 3a MJIAAIIYIO CECTpY... 1O
KpaiiHeil Mepe ObLIa... 1O MPOLLIOK HOYM.

3a HECKOJIbKO CeKYHI, MOHamoOuBIIUXCSI KaTpuH, 4TOOBI
repeceyb XOJUI, OHa yCIea pa3ocyiaTh BCEX CIIYT C TTOpyYeHUs -
MW — OTHECTU HaBepX MOMHOC C 3aBTPAKOM, OTIPABUTH MOYTY
B €e KaOMHEeT, HalIOMHUTB Tpady, YTO Ha YyTPO Ha3HAYeHa BCTpe-
ya ¢ jjopnoM CenoHOM U TOT JOJDKEH TMOSIBUTHCS Yepe3 TOJI-
yaca. B xabuHeT oTia ObUIM IMOCAaHBI 1Be TOPHUYHbBIE C MPU-
Ka30M yOemauThCs, Bce I B mopsiake (IKopmaK OTHIOOb HE OTJIM-
yajcsl aKKypaTHOCTBIO), a B CIaJibHIO DJIn3a0eT OTIpaBIeHbBI
Ba3bl ¢ Bogoil. He mpuBbiKiliasg TepsaTh BpeMs gapoMm, KaTtpuH
cobupasiach BO BpeMs 0ecebl pacCTaBIsATh PO3HIL.

bynp oHa u3 Tex moneit, B oObdae KOTOPBIX OTKJIAIBIBAThH
HEeNpUSATHbIE Pa3rOBOPHI Ha MOTOM, HaBepHsIKa ObI ITocTapaiach
n3beratb Diam3adeT Kak yyMbl. OmHAKO Takoe OBLIO HE B €e
npuHiunax. Xotsd KsTpuH coBceM He Oblla yBepeHa B TOM,
KaKye MMEHHO T0BOJbl HAMEPEBAETCs IPUBECTU CECTPE, OMHAKO
TBEepAO 3Haja, YTO HU 3a KakKue OJiara Mypa He MoIABeIeT OTLia
W ceJlaeT MMEHHO TaK, KaK CUMTAeT OH.

— Tel emMHCTBEHHAas!, KOro OHa IociayiiaeT, Keit, — yro-
BapuBaj JIXXopmaxK MpouuibiM BedyepoM. — M IomKkHa 3acTaBUTh
ber MoHsSTH, 4TO 3TO HE IMycThie yrpo3bl. He mo3Bomio, 4TOOBI
OHa CBsi3aJla XU3Hb C 3TUM HETOHSIEM.

OH TOJIBKO YTO ITOBEAAI JOUYEPU THETYIIYIO UCTOPUIO, HO €€
CITOKOIHOE «KOHEYHO, OTEeIl» 3aCTABUJIO €T0 O0OPOHSTHCS CO BCE
OOJIBLIM MBLIOM:

— Twor xe 3Haemb, KeilT, s HUKorma He OBLT JECITIOTOM.
[TosToMy M mpenocTaBisaio Bce Tebe. Kro mydire cymeer cripa-
BUTBCSI CO BCEMM HEIMPUSITHOCTIMMU?!

O06a ynbIOHYIUCH, 3HAsI, 4TO, eciau MmoHamooutcs, Katpun
MorJjia ObITh HenpepeKkaeMo BiacTHOM. [1paBna, Takoe ciydaioch
KpaitHe peaKo, MOCKOJIbKY JOMOYAALIbI JeJai BCe BO3MOXKHOE,
YTOOBI YTOIUTh CHA.

— 4 xouy, 4yTOOBI MOM HOYEpU ObLIM CUACTIMBBI, — IMPO-
JoJDKas onpaBabiBaThes IKOpaxK, — OMHAKO, HE B TIPUMeED Ipy-
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TMM OTLIaM, MOYTH BCEraa CTaparCh OTHOCUTHCS K HUM CHMC-
XOIUTENIBHO.

— S GBI ckazana, YTO OOBITHO ThI TTBITACIIIBCS TTOHSITH CBOMX
NIETEH.

— MHe Toxe XOoTenoch Obl TaK IyMaTh.

W 310 ObLTa MpaBaa. [IKopmk He YacTo BMEUIMBAJICS B Jesa
JeTeid, XOTs MPUYMHON 3TOMY OBLIO OTHIOAb HE PaBHOMAYILIME.
Hu B xoem ciyyae. OmHako eciid KTO-HUOYIb U3 HUX MOManasl
B Oemy, TOuHee TOBOpS, €cliM YoppeH nonaaan B 6eny, JIxxopax
MpearoYnTan MepeKyiaabiBaTh Bce 3a00Thl Ha IIeun KaTpuH.
Bce 1 Bo BceM mojarajiuch MMEHHO Ha Hee, W JAeBYIIKa cTapa-
JIach OTIPaBIBIBATh OKUAAHUS JOMAITHUX.

— Ho ckaxu, pagu bora, Keiit, yto eiie s Mor ciaenartb?
3Haro, beT BooOpakaeT, yTo BII0OJIEHA B 3TOTO THUMA. Bo3amMox-
HO, TaK OHO U €CTh, OJHAKO KaKoe 3TO MMeeT 3HauyeHue?!
S y3Han U3 caMbIX JOCTOBEPHBIX MCTOYHUKOB, 4yTo CeiimMyp
BOBCE HE TOT, 3a KOro BbImaeT ce0s1. 1 BOT-BOT OUyTUTCS B IOJI-
roBoii TioppMe! Ho mpeacTaBnsieinip, 4To neBOYKA OTBEYaeT
MHe Ha 3To? «MHe Bce paBHO. M ecau moHamoOuTcs, s yoery
¢ Yunaesamom!» IlogymMaTh TONBKO, MHE MPUXOTUTCST BBICIYILIM-
BaTh MTOJOOHEIE IEP30CTH OT cOOCTBeHHOI mouepu! — M IXKopmk
yXe CIIOKOIHee, XOTSI M HePeIIUTeNbHO, 1o0aBmi: — OHa Belb
Ha caMOM JieJie He yMaeT yoeraTh, mpasaa?

— Koneuno, Het! OHa TTpoCTO OropueHa, oTell, — 3aBepuiia
KatpuH. — bet ckazaya 3To JIMIlb 3aTeM, YTOObI XOTh HEMHOI'O
00J1eTYnTh 0OJTh U pa3ovyapoBaHUE.

ITpourioit Houblo bet oTnpaBuiiack cnaTh B cie3ax. KaTpuH,
CHJIBHO pacCTpOeHHas M3-3a CeCTPbl, OAHAKO, OblIa CIMUILIKOM
MMPAaKTUYHOM, YTOOBI TTO3BOJIUTH COOBITUSIM BEIOMTH €€ U3 KOJICH.
IlpaBma, KarpuH dvyBcTBOBaja cebs HEMHOTO BMHOBATOI,
MOCKOJIbKY MMEHHO OHa ObLla KOMIIAHBOHKOM CECTpbl U IO-
omIpsijIa PACTYIIYIO TIPUBSA3AHHOCTh MEXIY MOJOIBIMU JIIOAbMU.
Ho tenepp Bce MIBMEHUIOCH. beT HE MOXET CTaTh KEHOM JIopaa
Ceiimypa. Ee HeoOxoauMo 3acTaBUTh IMOHSTH U MPUHSTH 3TO.
CecTpa J0/KHA MOMBITAThCS HAaYaTh HOBYIO KU3Hb.

[TocTyuaB Bcero oguH pa3, KaTpuH OTKpbUIa 1Beph CHIAIbHU
cecTphl. JleBylliKa Aaxe He yclieja MepeoaeThes U BCe ellle Oblia
B IIEJTKOBOM DPO30BOM I€HbIOApE, HAKMHYTOM TOBEPX Oenoi
TTOJIOTHSTHOM HOYHOM copouku. OHa cuiena mepen TyaJleTHBIM
CTOJIMKOM, a TOPHUYHAS MPOBOAWIA LIETKOW IO €€ JJIMHHBIM
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0enoKypbhIM JJOKOHaM. Jlaxxe M3MydeHHas! TOPECTSIMU, JEBYIIKA
BBITJISITIESIa OYapOBaTeIbHOM, M KAllPU3HO OIYILEHHBIE YTOJKU
ry0 He MOTJIM OTBJIEYb BHUMAHUS OT OCJIETIMTEIbHON KPacOThI
Onuzadet CeHT-/IKOH.

CXOZCTBO cecTep OrpaHUYUBAJIOCH JIUIIIb POCTOM U IIBETOM
1J1a3, TPUIYIJTUBBIM CMEIIIEHUEeM OTTEHKOB TOJTy0OTO 1 3eJIeHO-
ro. Y Bcex CeHT-/[>)KOHOB paayxKa CBETI0-OMPIO30BOIo LiBeTa
ObLTa OKpYykeHa TEMHBIM CUHEe-3eJeHbIM KoJblioM. CiyTu KJisi-
JIVCh, 9TO T7a3a e KaTprH 3aropaanch CBEpXbeCTeCTBEHHBIM
CBETOM, KaK TOJIbKO Ta ObLIa HEJOBOJbHA YEM-TO WJIH TIPUXO-
auina B sipocTb. Ho 3T0, KOHEYHO, OBLIO COBEpIICHHEMIIeH
Henpaoii. [IpocTo HEOOBIYHBIE TiIa3a, €TMHCTBEHHAS, TTIO MHE-
Huto KaTpuH, KpacuBast 4yepra, 3aTMEBaIM BCE OCTAITbHOE, TaK
4TO €€ BHELIHOCTh Ka3ajaCch HUYEM HE MPUMEYATETbHOM.

Yto KacaeTcd Dnm3abeT, CBETIbIE BOJIOCHI JUIID OTTEHSIIN
OMPIO30BEIE T71a3a, OPOBU TEMHOTO 30J10TA U TIPEJIECTHOE JIMYUKO.
OHa oOyagana KJIacCHYeCKON KpacoTOl, YHAc/lIeOOBaHHOM OT
Matepu. YoppeH u KaTpuH monum B OTIIa: TEeMHO-KaIlITaHOBbIE
BOJIOCHI, TOPAIBII apUCTOKPATUIECKUIA HOC, TIOJTHBIE TYOBI. U ecin
YoppeHa no mpaBy MOXHO ObLIO MOCYUTATH TIPEACTABUTETHHBIM
W J1aXe KPACUBBIM MYXKUMHOM, TO JUTSI KEHIIMHBI 3TH YePTHI Ka3a-
JIMCh HeMHOTO pe3koBaTbiMU. Kpome Toro, KatpuH Oblia ciui-
KOM MaJla POCTOM, YTOOBI COXPaHSTh Ha JIMIIE MPUCYIIEE MYXK-
ckoit mojoBuHe CeHT-/I)KOHOB BBIpaXXeHWE BBICOKOMEPHS.
OrnpeniesieHue «I0BOJIBHO XOPOIIEHbKAs» MOTJIO TTOCYUTATHCS 10
OTHOILIEHUIO K HEW BEJIMYAUIIMM KOMIUIMUMEHTOM.

3aTo OTCYTCTBHME KPacOTHI C JIMXBOW BOCITOTHSIJIOCH XapaK-
TepoM. KoTpuH HemapoMm cuuTanu OJaropogHON BETMKOMYII-
HOH XEeHIIUHON ¥ MHOTOI'PaHHOM JTUYHOCTBIO. YOPPEH JIIOOWI
MOAIIYYMBATh Haj CECTPOM, TOBOPSI, YTO Ta HACTOJIBKO M3MEH-
YWBa W MHOTOJIMKA, YTO BIIOJJHE MOXET WIpaTh Ha CIICHE.
KatpuH ymena coBepIlieHHO €CTeCTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM IIPUCIIO-
COOMTBHCS K JTI000I CUTYyalu, IpUYeM JIMOO0 B3SITh OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb Ha ce0sl, MO0 CKPOMHO CJIEOBATh YKa3aHUSIM TeX, KTO
yXe ycresJ MpUHATH Opa3abl npabieHus. OgHAKO MHOTHE U3
ATUX YEPT OTHIONb He ObUIM HaclieACTBeHHbIMU. KaTpuH ycrte-
Jla HeMaJlo YyCBOUTb 32 TOT TO[l, YTO MPOBENA BO TBOPILIE B TOJIK-
HOCTU (peituHbl KoposieBbl Bukropuu. Ecnu mpuaBopHast
KU3Hb M YYUT YeMy-HUOYIb, TAK UMEHHO MCKYCCTBY JIMIIEACH-
CTBA U NUTLIOMATUU.



Bce 310 ObLT0 ABa Toga Hazal, Mocie ee MepPBOro Ce30Ha,
OKOHYMBIIETOCS COKPYIIMTEIbHBIM IpoBanioM. W Temepb
KaTpuH yXe nBaniiath OMWH, CKOPO UCIIOJTHUTCS ABAALATH ABa,
1 B O0IlleCTBE €AMHOTIACHO CUMTAIOT, UYTO OHA «3aCUeach».
CoBepIlIeHHO OMep3UTEJbHOE OTpeaeeHrEe, TTOUTU TaKoe Xe
MMPOTUBHOE, KaK «CTapas neBa». Jla, KOHEYHO, CBETCKUE CIIIET-
HMIIBI YACTO MPOXaXUBAIUCh TaKUM 00pa3oM HacueT KaTpuH,
HO caMa OHa ce0s1 TakoBo# He cunTana. KaTpuH TBepmo Hame-
peBajiach B OJWH TIPEKPACHBIN MeHb BBHIMTH 3aMyX 3a COJIWI-
HOTO, Ha/IeXKHOTO U CITOKOMHOTO MYXXUMHY MocTapiie, KOHe4-
HO, HE TaKOr0 HEeOTpa3sMMOTO KpacaBlia, 0 KOTOPOM MEYTaioT
IOHBIE NEe0I0TAaHTKMA, HO OTHIONb He ypoma. Hu omuH demoBek
13 ee 3HAKOMbIX He MOT OTpHUILIaTh, YTO U3 KaTpuH monyuutcs
MpeBOCXOAHas XeHa. Bce meo B ToM, 4TO OHa IPOCTO He Obliia
TOTOBA CTaTh Ybeil-TO XeHOW. OTell Mo-MpeXHeMy HYXIauIcs
B Heil, He ToBOpsl yxXe o Diau3adber U YoppeHe, KOTOpPOMY
B MPOTHBHOM CJIy4yae MPUILLIOCH Obl MPUHSTH Ha ce0s1 00sI3aH-
HOCTH, TTogo0batoire rpadycKoMy HACIETHUKY, 9eT0 OH 0OsuICs
KaK OTHSI U TOKa He MMeJl HU MaJsieiIlero xeaaHusi OTBaXKUTh-
cs Ha IMONOOHBIN TTOABUL

Dnr3abeT HETEePITETMBBIM XKECTOM OTOCajla TOPHUYHYIO U,
MONHSIB TOJIOBY, BCTPETUJIACh IJla3aMu C oTpaxeHueM KaTpuH
B 3epKaJe.

— Kur, orenr pacckaszan Tebe, 4TO COTBOPHMI?

Kakoe ropectHo-0e3yTemiHoe auuuko! Itaza Damzader
U ceifyac MOJO3PUTENILHO OJIeCTeNM, CIOBHO JEBYIIIKA BOT-BOT
Obl1a TOTOBA pa3pa3uThes ciie3aMu. KaTpuH, ecTeCTBEHHO, TIpe-
WCIIOJIHUJIACh COYYBCTBMEM, HO JIMIIL TIOTOMY, YTO UMEHHO ee
cecTpe MpUXOIUTCS cTpamaTth. Ha camMmoM Xe mene criocOOHOCTh
TPaTUTh CTOJIBKO CHWJ Y OMOIMI Ha TakKylo TJYMOCTh, Kak
JI1000Bb, ObLIA MPOCTO BbIIIE €€ TOHUMAaHUSI.

— 4 3Hato, moporasi, Bce, YTO OH Ccliejiajl, U yBepeHa, 4To
THl yX€ YCTIelia XOPOIIEHBKO BBITIJIAKAThCS, TaK UTO TeIepb
ycrokoiics. bosblile HUKaKUX clie3, MoXalyicTa.

KoatpuH BoBce He cobupanach BHINISIIETh TaKO Oeccepaey-
Hoii. OHa NeiCTBUTENHPHO MCKPEHHE XOTesla IMOHSTh, YTO TaK
Tep3aeT cecTpy. HaBepHoe, cama KaTpuH OT NPUPOAbI CAUIIKOM
rparMaTMyHa, Ja K TOMY e BHUIWT BElIU B pealbHOM CBeTe,
a 3TO BpSIM JIK ceifuac rmoMoxeT. KatpuH TBepmo Bepmia, 4ToO,
€CJIM Thl HE CIMOCOOEH BBIMTPATh MOCJE TOro, KaK BCe CpelcTBa
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KCTIOJb30BaHbI, JIyullle cAaThCsi W MOMpoOOBaTh cobOpaThCs
C CUJIaMU IJIsl HOBOI 00pbObl. HUKTO M HUKOIIA HE YBUIUT, YTO
OHa ObETCS TOJIOBOM O CTEHY M OECITOMOIIIHO JIOMAeT PyKH, TTOJI-
Hasl XaJocTu K cebe!

ber pasBepHynach Ha MaJleHbKOM OapxaTHOII TaOypeTke,
W JIBE OTPOMHBIE CJIE3bl NEHCTBUTENBHO TIOTON3IM TI0 €€ HeX-
HBIM LIEKAM.

— Tebe nerko roBoputh, Kut. 310 HE TBOEMY XKEHUXY OTEIl
OTKazaj oT momal

— XKenuxy?

— Hy xoHeuyHo! YuibpsM mpocua Moel pyKu, Ipexae 4em
OTIIPABUTHCS K OTITy 3a OJIaTOCJIOBEHMEM, M S COTJIACUIIACH.

— TlonsaTHO.
— O, moxanylicta, He HYHO T'OBOPUTb TaKMM TOHOM! —
BcKkpnyasia Onm3aber. — UM He oOparmaiicsi co MHOM, CIIOBHO

C He yroauBlieil Tebe TOpHUYHOIA!

Cronp HeOXMAAHHOE HaIameHue 3actajo KaTpuH Bpac-
mox. [ocrmoam, HeyXeau oHa NEWCTBUTEIBHO KaKeTCsl HACTOhb-
KO CHHUCXOIUTEIbHOM?

— IlIpoctu, ber, — nckpeHHe orBeTuaa oHAa. — KoHeuHO,
caMa ST B XXM3HUW He OKa3bIBaJIaCh B ITOIOOHOM ITOJIOKEHHUH, TaK
YTO MHE HEJIETKO MPOHUKHYThCHL...

— Heyxenu Thl HUKOrma He ObLIa BIIOOJIEHA, XOTSI OBI
HeMHOTo? — ¢ Hajexnoi ocBegoMuiack bet. Katpun — enun-
CTBEHHasl, KTO Morja Obl IepeyoeauTh OTIa, HO €CIM OHa He
OCO3HAEeT, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BaXKHO...

— ber, THI Benb 3Haemb, S HEe Bepio B... I X04y CKa-
3aTh, 4TO...

YMosstoniee BeIpaxkeHHe Ha JIMYMKE MJIAAIIC CeCTpHI ellle
0OJTBIIIE YCIIOXHSIIO TToJIoXeHue. TTosBieHrne TOpHUIHOM, TIpH-
Heclllell 3aBTpaK Ha MogHoce, cracjio KaTpuH oT HeoOXxoauMo-
CTU TOBOPUTH IpaBay. OHaA OEHCTBUTENBHO CUMTaja ce0s HeU-
MOBEpPHO CYACTIIMBOI TeM, 4TO OBLIa OMHOM M3 HEMHOTUX XEH-
IIMH, CIOCOOHBIX TPE3BO OLICHMBATh JIOOOBb, BTO IJIYIIOE
¥ COBEPIICHHO HEMpPaKTMYHOE YyBCTBO, K TOMY e 4acTO pa3-
pylIaronee XXnu3Hb U IPUHOCIIee OTHA HeNPUSITHOCTH. CTOUT
JIMILIb MIOCMOTPETh Ha 100pyI0 MWIyio beT, 4ToObl MOHATH Ipa-
Boty Koatpun. Ho B a1y munyty beT BoBce He Xenaia BbICTY-
IIWBATh MPABIY O TOM, HACKOJIBKO CMEXOTBOPHEI €€ TePeKUBa-
Hus. OHa HyX7JajJach B COYYBCTBUM, a HE B HACMEIIIKE.
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KaTpuH B3sia yamiky ¢ abIMSIIOMMcCs Kode, Iomolnia
K OKHY M, IOJOXIaB, MMOKa 32 TOPHUYHOI 3aKPOETCS IBEpb,
MMOBEPHYJIach K CECTpe, SIBHO CTpaJalolieil OTCYTCTBUEM all-
MeTuTa.

— bbu1 Korma-To omMH MOJIOIOI YeIOBEK, KOTOPBIM, Kak
s Aymajia, MOT OBl CTaTh MHE HETIJIOXUM MYXeM, — HErpOMKO
npobopMoTajia OHa.

— OH mobun tebs?

— OH jaxe He MOJ03peBajl O MOEM CYIIECTBOBAHWUU, —
B310xHY/1a K3TpuH, BCMOMHUB MOJIOJOTO JIOpAA, KOTOPOIO CUM-
Taja HACTOSIIIUM KPAacCaBLIEM.

— MpI BcTpevaiich Ha Oaax BECh CE€30H, HO KaXXAbIA pa3
MpM pa3roBope OH, Ka3ajoCh, CMOTPEJ CKBO3b MEHS, CJIOBHO
becemoBasl cam ¢ coboif. MeHst OyaTo He OBLIO PSIIOM, a Bce
BHUMAaHWE OH YIS Kyma 0ojiee XOPOIIEHBKUM MOJIOIBIM
JIeIU.

— 3HauuT, Tebe Bce-TaKu ObLIO O0JBHO?

— Her... mpocTtu, moporasi, HO s Aaxe Torna Obljla peayrcT-
Koil. Moil Monomoil yeloBeK OblT CIMILIKOM KpacuB, YTOOBI
MHTEPECOBAThCSI MHOM, XOTS HYXKIAJICS B IEHbIax, a 5, Kak BceM
W3BECTHO, MOTJIa CUYMTATHCS BBHITOAHOM mapTueil. M mocKoIbKy
Yy MEHs He 0CTaBaJOCh HU MaJIeHIlIero maHca noiiMarh ero, s He
CJIMIIKOM pacCcTpauBajach.

— 3HaunT, THI TIPOCTO HE JIIOOMJIA €ro MO-HACTOSIIEMY, —
yrapsiMo Bo3pasuia bert.

KatpuH, nmokonebaBIINCh, ITOKavYaia roJ0BOIA:

— JIio60Bb, bet, — TO camoe 4yBCTBO, KOTOPOE MPUXOIUAT
U YXOIUT C MOPa3UTEIbHOM PETYISIPHOCThIO. BO3bMM XOTb CBOIO
moapyry Mapu. CKoJIbKO pa3 3a BCe 3TO BpPeMsI, UTO THI €€ 3Ha-
empb, oHa Oblma BmoOseHa? Illects? Bocemp? I[lo-Moemy, He
MEHBIIIE.

— OT0 He JII000Bb, a yBAeUeHUE. Mapu CIUIIKOM MOJIONA,
YTOOBI TTOHITh, KAKUM OBIBAacT MCTMHHOE YYBCTBO.

— A TBI, B BOCEMHaAlaTh, CUUTaellb Ce0s ITOCTAaTOYHO
B3pocCoii?

— Jla! — pemmTenpHO KuBHYIA ber. — O, Kurt, mouemy T
He XeJaellb NoHATh? S mobaio Yuibsamal

IMpuio BpeMst OTKpPBITH IMla3a HaWBHOU beT u 3acTaBUTH
ee yBUETb CypoBylo TipaBmy. OueBHMIHO, cecTpa He Ioxesana
BBICIYIIATh HACTaBJCHUS OTLA.
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— Jlopn CeliMmyp — OXOTHMK 3a mpuaaHbiM. OH Ipourpai
BCE CBOE HACJIEACTBO U TEIEPb BOJIEH-HEBOJIEH TOJIKEH KEHUTD-
cd Ha JIeHbIax, a THI, Dnm3abeT, Oorarast HeBecTa.

— 4 He Bepro sTomy! M He nmoBepro HuKoraa!

— Orten He cTayj OBl JraTh B IMOMOOHBIX CIIy4yasiX, M €CJIM
sopa CeiiMyp yTBepXKIaeT Ipyroe, 3HaYMT, UMEHHO OH TOBOPUT
HEMpaBLy.

— MaHe Bce paBHO. f BbIiiIy 3a HEro BO 4YTO OBl TO HU
craio.

— Ho s He Mory mo3BoiuTh Tebe caenath TaKylo IYMoCTb,
noporasi, — TBepao o0bsiBwiIa KatpuH. — Otell BBIIOJHUT 00e-
aHue, JUIIAT TeOs HacleACTBAa M HE JacT HU IMWJITMHTA.
U Torma u tebGe, U TBOeMy YWIbSIMY TMPUIETCS MUJIOCTBIHIO
npocuts! He momyiny, 4ToOBl TBOSI XM3Hb ObLIa paspyllcHa
M3-3a 9TOTO Heromss!

— O, noueMy s BooOpaxana, 4YTO Thl COTJIACHIIILCSI MHE
nmoMouyb? — BOCKIMKHYJIa ber. — Thl HUYEro He MOHMUMACIIID!
XKankast, BeIcOXIIasi, CMOpIIIEHHAsI, cTapas 3aHyma!

O0e OMTHOBPEMEHHO OXHYJU OT HEOXHUIAHHOCTH.

— O boxe, Kur, g He xorena...

KaTpuH moBepuiia cectpe, HO 60J1b Bce paBHO TOHKOM WTO-
JIoYkoil Bomuia B cepaue. OHa MOMBITANACh BBIIABUTH YIIBIOKY,
HO CMOTJIa TOJIbKO TPOJIeTNeTaTh:

— 4 3Halo, becc.

B 3TOT MOMEHT MosIBUJIach €llle OHA TOPHUYHAS C IBYMSI
HATOJIHEHHbIMU BOfOM Bazamu. KaTpuH Bejena OTHECTU Bce
B CBOIO TOCTHHYIO, a caMa TOlIa K ABEPU, TTOAXBATHUB IO ITyTH
KOpP3WHY C pO3aMM, HO y CaMOTO MOpora OCTAaHOBUJIACH:

— JlyMaro, HaM TI0Ka He CTOMT roBOpUTh 00 3ToM. Ho mo-
BEpb, S XeJlalo Tebe TOJIbKO 100pa, MPOCTO Thl HE XOUYEIIb 3TOTO
BUIIETh.

Dnu3abeT M0ATO B OTYASTHUM JioMajla PyKW, TPEXIe YeM
BCKOYMTH U TTo0exkaTh 3a KoatpuH. OHa erie HUKorna He BHUena
TaKoro MOTPSICEHHOTO BBIPAXEHWSI Ha JWIE cecTphl. B oty
MuHyTYy ber 3a0buta naxe npo Yunbsima. Heobxonumo Hemen-
JIEHHO TTIOMUpPUThes ¢ Katpuh!

HeBylika OTMyCTUJIa TOPHUYHYI WU OCTalach HaeAuHE
¢ KatpuH B Gosiblioii KOMHaTe, KpacMBO 0OCTaBICHHON Mebe-
JIbIO B CTUJIE YMIITIEHICIUI, C YeXJIaMy, BBIIIUTHIMU caMoii KuT.
He 3Has, uro ckazath, Dnu3abeT MpUHSIIaCh HEPBHO MEPUTh
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1IaraMy TOJICTBIA KOBEP C y30pOM poMOaMu, MOKPbIBABILIMIA
BECh MOJI OT CTEHBI A0 cTeHbl. KaTpuH, omHaKo, He oOpalas
BHUMaHMS Ha CECTpY, MPUHSIACH PACCTABIISITH PO3HI.

— Tel BoBce He BbicoxiIasi!! — HaKOHel BCKpUKHYIa DJu-
3a0eT. — UM yX, KOHEYHO, He cTapas!

KaTpuH mopHsIa 171a3a, Bce elle He B CHjlaX YJIbIOHYTHCS:

— Ho uHorna 6bIBato 3aHymoit?

— Her, He 3aHymoii... a CIMIIKOM CTPOTOM W IPaBUIbHOM,
KaK 3TO M JOJDKHO OBITh.

Hakonenr KaTpuH Bce-Taku cymena yJablOHYThCSI.

— S crana Takoii, Korma IpHUILJIOCh IPUHUMATh BO IBOpIIE
BCEX OTMX YOITOPHBEIX CTApBIX HEMEIKWX M MCIAHCKUX TUTIIO-
MaroB. Kak TOJIbKO CTajo M3BECTHO, YTO 51 OEIJI0 TOBOPIO Ha
000oMX SI3bIKAaX, MHE HUKOIIA OOJbIIEe HE MPUIILIOCH UCIIBITHI-
BaTh HEMOCTAaTKa B COCENSX IO CTOIY.

— Kakag Ttocka! — nmocouyBcTtBoBajia ber.

— Hwuuyts! [ToBepb, Tak yBIeKaTeJbHO y3HABAaTh BCe OOJIb-
1IIe HOBOTO M MHTEPECHOIO O IPYTMX CTpaHax M3 IEPBBIX PYK.
DTO MOYTU TaK Xe YyAEeCHO, KaK MyTellecTBOBaTh, a Belb OTEIl
He pa3pelllaeT MHE MOE3IUTh IO CBETY.

— A mpuxoauioch JIu Tebe pa3BieKaTh Oecemoll KaKoro-
HUOYIb ovapoBaTelbHOTro ¢paHuy3a? Thl Beab TOBOPUIIb
mo-(MpaHIly3CcKY, KaK HACTOSIIAs MaprKaHKa!

— Kak u Bce ocTanbHbIe MPUIBOPHBIE, TOPOTasl.

— Ha... g u 3a0buta, — mpobopmortana bet, cHoBa HauuMHasi
HEpBHO MeTaThest TIo KomHate. Uto menats? Kut ynbsioHymach, HO
B IJIa3ax ee Mo-TpexHeMy cTbiia oouna. O, 3Tu yKacHbIe, TpyObIe,
6e3xanocTHbIe cioBa! Eciiv Obl TOJIBKO OHA o0Janana ciep>KaHHO-
ctbio Kut! CecTpa HUKOTI/Ia HUUETO HEe TOBOpUIa cropsiyal

CiyyaiilHO B3IJISTHYB B OKHO, DIM3a0eT yBuUjaeja SKUIIaX,
MOKa3aBIIUICS €/ 3HAKOMBIM.

— Pa3sBe otenr oxxugan cerogHs jopna CenmoHa?

— Ha. Jlopn yxxe mpu0bIn?

beT, oTBepHYBIINCH OT OKHA, KWBHYJIA:

— Tepnets He Mory aTOTO cTaporo ko3nia! [TomHumb, Korna
MBI OBITM MaJIecHbKMMM, THI BBIIMJIA M3 OKHA KYBINWH BOJBI
MpsIMO €My Ha TojioBy. SI cMmesiiach A0 Cies...

KatpuH nonHsIa BTOpyIo Bady ¢ BOOOM M MEIJICHHO Harpa-
BWIach K okHy. [pyM B sIpKoO#i JTuBpee Kak pa3 IMOMOTaj JIOPIY
CengoHy BBIWTU U3 KapeThl.
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— Kurt, He HyxkHO, — TipeagocTeperia bet, XoTs yabidanach
IIpY 3TOM BO BeCh POT. — B MpoOIIIbIil pa3 OTLA enBa HE XBaTUI
ymap. Hac o6ewnx BEITIOpIOT!

K»TpuH HMYEro He OTBETWIA U, MOJOXIAB, TTIOKAa HUYEro He
nogo3peBawlnuii jopa CelgoH BCTaHET y ABEPHU, KaK pa3 IO
OKHOM, OTIPOKWHYJIA Ba3y W IOCIENTHO OTCTpaHwmiach. B KoM-
HaTe pa3gajuch CMEILIKH.

— Tocnonu boxke, Thl Buaena ero Juio? — ejie BHITOBOPU-
na Katpun Mexmy npuctynaMu xoxota. — OH BBITJISIIC] B TOU-
HOCTH, KaK CHyJiasl pbida!

bet B mpucTyme OypHOro Becelbs gaXe He cyMesia OTBETUTh
cectpe. O0HsB KaTpuH, oHa 3a1MBaiach CMEXOM.

— YTo THI CKaxelllb OTIy? — HaKOHEIl BbIIOXHYJa OHA. —
OH npuzet B OCIIEHCTBO.

— Jla, HECOMHEHHO. A s 3aBepl0 €ro, 4To HEeMPEMEHHO
YBOJIIO HEYKJIIOXXEro Ciayry, BAHOBHOIO BO BCeM 3TOM 0e30-
Opasuu.

— On Tebe He TMOBEepUT, — XUXMKHYIa ber.

— TIloBepur, yBepsito TeOs1! OH HUKOrIa HUYETO HE Y3HAeT,
MMOCKOJIbKY HE BMEIIMBAEeTCS B JOMAaIllHUE Aeaa. A Tenepb
s 1oJoKHA ToModb Jtopry CenmoHy. Henb3s ke, 4ToObI OH HaMO-
YWUJI BeChb KOBep B Xojuie! Mosuch, goporas, 4yToObl 5 CMOIa
BBIIEPKATh BCE 3TO C CEpbe3HBIM BUIOM!

Jlemu Katpun CeHT-IXOH BEIMYECTBEHHO BBIILIbUIA U3
KOMHAaThI, YTOOBI MOCTapaTbcs cAenaThb TO, B UeM IIpeycrena
JIy4llle BCETO, — YTEUIUTh W CIPABUTHCSI C HEOXHUIAHHO BO3-
HUKIIEH HenmpusaTHOCThlo. KpoMe Toro, eii ymanaoch Takxe
TIOMUPUTBCS C CECTPOIA.

IhaBa 2

— Grandmere*, oH efieT! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa MOJIOJas eBYIL-
Ka, BPbIBAasSICh B KOMHATy B BUXpe O€JOoro KpyxeBa U IIeNKa.
JHaxe He B3IJISIHYB Ha 0aOKy, oHa TomOexkaja K OKHY, OTKynaa
MOTJIa BUJETh TPOILECCUI0 3JETAHTHBIX SKUITaXeW, OBICTPO
KaTUBIIMXCA IO JJIMHHOW MOAbe3aHON amnee. Ha mpukyiieH-

* babymika (¢hp.).
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