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Y cBo6oxbI 6BUT BKYC TOPEJIOT0 MUPOXKKA, 3alUBATh KOTOPBIN
TIPUXONIOCH TOPHKOBATHIM U ABHO ITOAOPOAUBIINM KOMIIOTOM. I1o
TATBIAM CTEKaJI JKUP, TPO3s J06PaThCsa O KPY)KeBHOTO MaHKeTa,
nu KaTaana, OIVIAAEBIINCH 1 y6e,[[I/IBH_H/ICL, YTO HUKOMY-TO 31€Ch He
HMHTepeCHa, TOPOIUIUBO (JIM3ajIa KaILTIo.

3aKMypuIach OT YAOBOJIbCTBUAL.

Her, »xup rop4wi, 4 »Kapwiy Ha HeM fABHO He IIepPBYIO IIOPLUIO
3TUX BOT IIUPOKKOB. M1 OTTOro ropeys ero IponuTaja TecTo, a Ha 30-
JIOTHCTOU KOPOYKe TO TYT, TO TaM IOABIUINCH BeCbMa XapaKTepPHOIO
BH/Ia TOYKH. HO caMo ITIOHMMaHUe, 9YTO OHA MOKET BOT TaK B3AThb U 00~
JIN3aThb NAJIbLBI. ..

Jymia niesia. Cepatie KOJMOTHUIOCH.

U TONBKO »KeJTy[,0K OIIACJIMBO 3aypyal, IpefyIIpexxAas, ITO IPUBBIK
K COBCEM MHOH efie.

— Jloporas, — Mbecc JKHO K MMPOXKKaM OTHeCIach ¢ HEKOTOPOH
Jonedi npenyoesxaeHyA, a KOMIIOT, IIOHIOXaB, ¥ BOBCE OTCTAaBIUIA B CTO-
poHy. — He mozmymaii, 94To A co6UparCch KPUTHUKOBATh TBOHM BBIOOP,
XO4y JIMIIIb HATIOMHUTB, YTO CJIEAYIOIIAA OCTAHOBKA JIUIIB B bpucToHe,
JI0 KOTOPOTO, eCJTIU TaMATh MHEe He U3MeHseT, OoJiee ABaALaTy MILIb.

Karapuna ukHyna. OHa HOMHWIA.

OHa npeKpacHo Bce IOMHWIA U AaKe OCO3HaBaIa, YTO OTU ABaf-
1IaTh MWIb B IIOYTOBOM KapeTe MOKAKYTCA el BeYHOCThIO U YTO He
CTOWT YCYTYOJIATH CUTYaIUIO, BOT TaK IIPOOYs BeCbMa COMHUTEIBHOTO
KayecTBa IUIIY, HO ¥ OTKAa3aTh ceGe B 3TaKoi Mayocty KatapuHa He
Momia. bosee Toro, mIpoMeI4aB B OTBET YTO-TO HEBHATHOE, OHA BLIEIIN-
JIaCh B IUPOKOK 3y0aMU, U TeCTO JIOITHYJIO, IPAB/A, He C TOM CTOPOHBI,
IZie OKUAJATIOCh, U Topsdee ITOBU/JIO IIOTEKJIO Ha IAJBIb], a C HAX He
3aMeJTIIO IUTIOXHYThCA Ha I00KY.

YTo 3K, CJIeIOBAJIO IPU3HATD, YTO U Y CBOOO/BI UMEINCH CBOU He-
JOCTaTKHU.

Mgecc [I10 MOoJT4a IPOTAHYIIA IUIATOK.

— Buarozapio, — KarapuHa mosBoswia ce6e elnje oHy BOITbHOCTb,
OTBETUB C HAOUTHIM pToM. HO IIATHO IUTAaTKOM IpUKpbUIA. U mupo-
JKOK Jloera.
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U paxe 6e3 KomItoTa. [IMPOXKOK JIGZAHO, a BOT C KOMIIOTOM U BIIPABY
He cTout. lleuTenbcKkyie aMysIeThl JAIeKO He CO BCAKOM HAaIlacThIo
CIPaBUTBHCS CIIOCOOHBL.

— He coxxaseemms? — IOMHTEPeCOBATACh Mbecc JIXK10, 3a01PasACh
B KapeTy. Ta 6bUIa OTPOMHOI CHAPYKU, HO IIPUTOM YIUBUTEILHO TeC-
HOU U IyIITHON U3HYTPU.

’KecTkue jaBKU CTOAIM CTOMb IUIOTHO APYT K Apyry, 4yTo Karta-
PpUHA HEeBOJIBHO Kacalach APYTUX IAcCAKUPOB He TOJIBKO PyKaMHU,
HO ¥ KOJIeHAMH, YTO, K&KeTCs, BeCbMa paloBaJIO ITyXJIOr0 FOCIIOUHA,
YCTPOUBIIErocs HallpOTUB. Bo BCAKOM ciIy4dae, OH omiAAbpIBal Ha KaTa-
PYHY C HeMaJIbIM MHTEPECOM 1 BpeM:A OT BpeMeHU JjaKe ITOJKPYINBas
KOHYMKU BEJIMKOJIEITHBIX YCOB.

Wnu BoT focTaBai 4achl. OTKUABIBAI KPBIIIKY.

[1A7es 3agyMInBO, He CTOJIBKO MHTEePeCysACh BpeMeHeM, CKOJIBKO
HCITOJIB3Y BO3MOXKHOCTB IIPOZIeMOHCTPHPOBATh COOCTBEHHOE COCTOS-
Hue. Yachl 6bUIH IT030I09€HHBIMY, a IIeII0YKa, MOXKeT CTaThCA, AaXKe
3070TON. U cel ¢aKT BechbMa 3aUHTepPeCcOBaI COCeKy KaTapuHBI,
YKEeHITUHY Ae6GeToBaTyIo, CTEIEeHHYIO, 000KAIOIIYI0 PIOIIEYKH U TPeX
Jlouepeli, UMeHa, 1A ¥ MOAPOOHOCTH KU3HU KOTOPBIX CKOPO Y3HAIA
BCe He3aBHCUMO OT CBOErO >KeJIaHWA. Bosbllle BCero AOCTaBaIOCh
TOCHOAVIHY, HO OH He 3JIWICA, a, HAI[POTUB, IBHO IyBCTBOBAJI Ce6s
TIOJIBIeHHBIM.

WuTepecHo. U cTpanHoO.

CTpaHHa TeCHOTA. 3amaxu, KOTOPBIX CTAHOBUTCS BCe OosbIie. MHO-
rve HelIlpuATHBI, HO KatapuHa comracHa TeprieTs. 1 faxke He TAHeTCA
3a IUIaTKOM, YTO IIPOIUTAH PO30BOI acceHnyel. OHa pasmiAgbIBaeT
3TUX JIIOZIe, CTOIh HeOOBIYHBIX Y HEIIPUBBIYHBIX, UTO JaXKe CTPAIIHO.

Kak oHa 6yzeT cpenu HuX? BOT Tak IpocTo... B3ATh U KUTH? OHA
yKe 3a0bLIa, YTO TaK MOXKHO.

— A BBI, CTaJIO0 OBITh, BAOBA? — JKEHIIMHA IIEPEKI0YIIa BHUMAHIE
Ha Karapuny. — U1 gaBHO?

— JlaBHO, — cepJlie eKHYJO0. A BADYT...

U Tyt ke KatapuHa ofepHyna ce6s. DTo MpocTo pasroBop. OOBIK-
HOBeHHBIH. He CTOUT UCKaTh B HEM CKPBITBIX CMBICJIOB.

— IllecTs JeT.

— CouyBCTBYI0, — 6€3 TOJIMKY COYyBCTBUA CKA3aJIa )KeHITITHA. —
CKOJIBKO BaM JietT?

— JIBajmuaTh ceMb, — U 3/lech KatapuHa He sirana. Kakoit cMbIci?

enmuna noxeBana ry6amu, OyATO peliasi, CTOUT JIX TPATUTh Ha
KatapuHy co6CcTBEHHOE BpeMs U IparolieHHoe MHeHUe, HO BCe-TaKU
CHM30ILIA:

— U craio 6bITh, cpOTa?

— [Iloutu. TeTymKa... BOT... UMeeTCA.
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YromsaHyTas TeTyIlIKa IPUIIOAHAIA KPYKeBHOU IIaTOK ¥ KUBHYJIA,
00603Havas, YTO OHA U BIIPABAY NMeeTCH.

— IleyanbHO, MEYAIBHO... Y MeH:A eCTh OfHa 3HaKoMasdA, — »KeH-
IIMHA HAKJIOHWIACh, [IOYTH JieryIa Ha KOJI€HHU ITyXJIOTO TOCIIOANHA, Ube
JILIO BBITAHYJIOCH TO JIU OT YAUBJIEHUA, TO JIX OT BO3MyIeHuA. To u
IIPOCTO OT CTPaxa He COBJIAZATh C BHYIIUTEIbHBIMU JOCTOMHCTBAMU
CTy4aliHOM 3HAaKOMOM.

DTak BeJlb U PasfAABUTH YeJIOBEKA MOXKHO.

— Y Hee BecbMa OOLIMPHBIE 3HAKOMCTBA, €CJI BhI IOHUMAETe. .. —
TPOMKMM IIeII0TOM IIPOM3HeCsIa YKeHIIT1Ha.

KarapuHa He noHMMasa, HO KMBHYJIA.

— U oHa BeCcbMa OXOTHO CIIOCOOCTBYET YCTPOMCTBY JIMYHOTO CYa-
CThA...

TocrmomuH KpAKHYJ, a KaTapuHa ¢ TpyzoMm yaep:Kaiach, 9TOObI He
CKa3aTh, 4TO €€ CYACTbe OAHAKBI Y2Ke YCTPOWIN. XBaTUT.

— U ecnu moxesnaere. ..

Ha Hee ycTaBWiInch, oxxugad orseta. PuIipkHysna Mbecc [Ixxuo, a Ka-
TapyHa, IOTYyIIUBIINCH, IIPOJIeeTana:

— IloHuMaerTe... ... 1 TaK JIIOOWIA MyKa. .. 1 IO CUX ITOP 3a0bITh
ero He Mory. — Y mogxBsaTwuia CJIe3uHKY.

— Hy u gypa, — CIIOKOMHO OTBeTWIA >KeHITWHA, BO3BPaIlasach
Ha MecCTo.

Kak ects. [TonHasn.

Kro emre mO6GpPOBOJIBHO IIPOMEHsET BEJIMKOJIENHBIN ABOpel] Ha
3aXOJIyCTHBIM rOpOAUIIKO? OTKAKETCA OT TUTYJIA U COCTOSTHUA, YTO
CTOUT 3a 3TUM TUTYIOM? Biactu? [IpusBuieruii?

Hounbix kommapos. CTpaxa, YTo ofHa/1bI 0Ha, KaTapuHa, cTaHeT
CJIMIITKOM 3aMeTHOM GQUTypOA, U TOTAA. .. JBOPLIOBbIE JIeCTHUIIbI KPYTHI,
a KOpUOPBI TeMHBI. U ¢71ab0ii JIU YKeHI1HEe CIIPABUTHCSA C TBAPAMH,
YTO B HUX O0PETATCS?

Her, ner...

OHa OTBepHYJIaCch K OKOIIKY, KDOXOTHOMY I MyTHOMY, OYZATO czie-
JIAHHOMY CITeIIUAJIBHO AJIA TOTO, YTOOBI ITO[Pa3HUTD. 3a HUM IPOILTHI-
BaJIM II0JIA ¥ Kakue-To foMUIIKY. Kosmeca rpoxoranu. KapeTta TpAciace.
U1 x0Tesoch 3aKphITh IVIa3a M YCHYTD. YCTAJIOCTh HAaBAJIWJIACh CPa3y
U BIpPYL. U pyku 3afpoKaiy, HaKaTWI IIPUBBIYHBIN YKac, JIUIIAA
CaMo¥1 CITOCOGHOCTH ABUTAThCA, OCTABUB OJHO JKeJIaHVe — CIIOI3TH
Ha IPSA3HBIN IO U 3a0UThCA MO/ JIaBKY. Ho TeIrwtoe MprUKOCHOBEHUE
Mbecc [XKVO BEepHYJIO CIIOCOGHOCTD JIbIINIATh.

U cyuraTts.

OpuH — ameTuCT. XOpolni KaMeHb JIA LeJIUTelbCKUX aMyJIeTOB,
HO He TepITNT cepe6pa, HAYMHAaeT 60JIeTh ¥ MyTHeeT. A BOT Ha IUIaTHHe,
HaIIPOTUB, PACKPBIBACTCA.
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AMecTucTamMu ObUTH yKpallleHbl OpacieThl, KOTOpPhbIe HaleBaIu
KoposieBe Ha pyku. VI Ha Horu. Jlo TOTO, Kak 3TU PyKU U HOTH yKpa-
CWINCh UHBIMU y30paMU. BpaciieTsl peBHUe, TSKeIble U OOJIbIIe
BCero HaIlOMUHAIOT KaHtbl. Y KatapuHa 3HaeT, 4To 3TH 6pacieTsl
BIIOJIHE MOT'YT CMEHUTBHCA HACTOAITYMY KaHJAJIaMU.

Eciiv oHa acT MOBOJI.

— 3akpotii masa, goporas, — Mbecc K10 yMeeT TOBOPUTH TaK,
YTO NIPU3PAKU OTCTYIAIOT. — [ToCIy, HaM AajIeKo ellie. .. XOPOIIO, eCIN
JloTeMHa fobepeMcs.

— A Kyza Bbl HallpaBJigeTech? — DTOT FoJI0C IIPO3BYYasI OTKYa-TO
usjaneKa.

KarapuHa 3acraBmia ce6s CIymaTh He Jiofel, a kapety. CKpumn
JepeBa. VI cTOH MeTayl1a, KOTOPBIM TOXKe yMeeT ycTaBaTb. CKpexeT.
[TocTtykuBaHme.

Ci1a0blii TPECK AOPOKHOTO aMYJIeTa, IIPU3BAHHOIO 00JIEIIUTE BeC
3TOro YyJOBHUILA Ha Kojecax. Ho aMmyseT ycTapel, fja ¥ He 3apsKald
€r0 JaBHEHBKO, BOT U PabOTaJI OH eBa JIU B TPETh CHJIBL.

Huuero. Jlo6epyTcs. A YTO K HOYM, TaK OHO U JIydIIle... OHA BCe-
TaKM 3aCHYJIa ¥ OKa3aJach B CBOUX ITOKOAX. OrpoMHOe IIPOCTPaHCTBO,
KPOBATh IIOJ], THKEIBIM GamaxiHoM. lllepcTansbie TIOQAKY IPUABOD-
HBIX IaM, KOTOPBIM BbIIIaJIa BbICOKAA YeCThb JAeKypPUThb 3TOU HOYBIO.
CeBWLIA CUAUT B OAHOM HOYHOM pyOaIlKe, CJIMIIKOM OTKPOBEHHOM,
YTOOBI 3TO OBUIO MPWINYHO. Ho OHA IUTeBaTh XOTesIa Ha IIPWINYMSL.
Ona x7eT. Cyierka IIOJOTHYJIa OJHY HOTY, BBITAHYJIA APyTyI0. BomHa
CBETIBIX BOJIOC PAa3MeTATACh IT0 OOHAKeHHBIM IutedaM. Ha papdoposom
JINYMKe 3aCThUIO BhIpAyKeHUe cyacThA. OHa HafleeTCs, IYTO ee 3aMeTAT.

U Karapuna Toxe HageeTca. OHa roToBa IPUHATE HOBYIO (PaBOPUTKY
U YCTYIIUTD el HbIHeNTHIO HO4b, KaK U Bce nouienytomue. [Ipasaa,
CeBWwUIa He OIPAHUYUTCA CTaTyCOM (PAaBOPUTKY, OHA, KAK U MHOT'He,
MeuTaeT CTaTh KOpoyieBOM. JleBATON. DTO BeJlb HECJIOKHO.

Ero mraru cieimut He TonbKo KarapuHa. Taxkenble. MejieHHbIe.
BopuyaHnue.

U pyraHs. U cTano 6bITh, HOTa 6OJIUT CIIbHEee 0OBIMHOTO0. Y MOXKeT
OBITh, HACTOJIBKO, YTOOEL... HO HET, OH OCTaHABJIIUBAETCA Ieper IBe-
pero. 1 KarapuHa pemaer Bgox. OHa crosnsaeT ¢ KpOBaTH, rOTOBAasA
IIPUBETCTBOBATD CyIIpyTa U IIOBEJIUTEJIA.

— Ilpuexanu, — 60yIe3HeHHBIN TEIYOK PA3PYIIILUI IOJIOTHO CHA. —
JeTouka Mosi, Tebe BCe JKe CTOUT IIPUHUMATD YCIIOKOUTETBHOE.

— /A npuHMMaro.

— He T0, — Mbecc [Iuo IpusHaBasia JIMIIb OfHO YCIIOKOUTeIbHOe,
OIHOCOJIOZIOBOE U IIATHAJIATIWIeTHE! BhIIeP:KKY, U IIpeIiounTana
JIePKaThb ero Ipu cebe, yTBep:K/Aasd, IYTO B ee BO3PACTe HEPBBI CTOUT
6epeus. — IToBepb, THI IPUHUMAEIb COBCEM He TO.
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IMoxxBaTUB 100K, OHA OTMAaXHYJ/IaCh OT IyXJIOTO TOCIIOAMHA, pe-
IIVBIIETO OBITH JIIOOE3HBIM, U CIIPHITHYJIA Ha 3eMJTI0. [I0TAHY/IaCh,
B3MaxHYyJIa pyKaMU.

— boru, Hy u gpIpa, — Mbecc KO Bceraa omImdana HeKoTopas
TIPSIMOJIMTHETHOCTh. — Ellle HEMHOTO — U S TIOBEPIO, YTO MOOKLIBATIA
B 3aHUIIe MUPA.

Ha crannuu 6su10 mycto. TeMHO.

EnuHCTBeHHBIN (POHAPh CKOpee IPUBJIeKT MOIIKAPY, HeXKeJIu pas-
TOHSUT TEMHOTY. B MyTHO€ CTEKJIO ero CTy4aIrCh HOUYHbIe 6A00UKU,
U BJIQXHBIM 3TOT 3BYK IOKa3awilca KarapuHe IO HEBO3MOXXHOCTHU
Mep3KUM.

— Hawm crourt HaiiTu skunax, — KatapuHa nmoe)xusnace.

Ee cierka 3HOOGWIO — TO JIX OT HEPBOB, TO JIM OT xoyoga. OHa
MOIIPaBIJIA [TEPYATKH, 3a4eM-TO Pasmiaguia 100Ky, Ha KOTOPOH II0-
30pHBIM KJIEMIMOM BbIIEJIAUIOCH IIATHO OT moBuyia. [IpunogHsaiacsh
Ha IBIIIOYKH, CWIACH paBI‘JIH,HeTI) XOTh 4YTO-TO.

Temuota. TummmHa.

U make JIOMIaAY B3ABIXAIOT GECITyMHO, He CMes HapyIIaTh HOYHOH
TIOKOM ropozia. A BeAib U BIIPaB.y, YTo AenaTh? Byapr KaTapuHa ofHa,
OHa OBbI U TEITKOM OTIIPABWIACh, 3HAThH ObI ellle KyZa, HO Belb eCTh
6arax, KOTOPBIN CTPY3WIU IIPSAMO Ha 3eMJTI0. U TeTreph ropa 4eMoIaHOB
HaMeKasa, 4To 6e3 MOMOIY UM He 060MTHCh. A Belib Gpasa camoe,
KaK Kas3aJI0Ch, HEOOXOAMOe.

Y Mbecc IKuo ObUTH COOCTBEHHBIE IIPECTABIEHIS 0 HEOOXOIUMOM,
OTTOTO, BEpPHO, ¥ HAGPAIOCH €T0 C MOJI0KUHBI YeMOJJAHOB, a K HUM
mapa GOYOHKOB U JIBA CYHAYKA, TEPETIHYTHIX IeIAMU. BcnoMHIIOCH
BJIPYT, YTO IIPU ABOPE XOAWI YIIOPHBIH CIIyX, OYATO B CYHAYKAX 3TUX
Mbecc JIXKUO XPaHUT TOJIOBBI HEAOCTATOYHO CTAPATETbHBIX JIIOOOB-
HUKOB.

— DU, MWIeWImii, eHer Xoyellb? — IIOUHTepPecoBaIaCh MbecC
K10 B TEMHOTY.

U KaK HU CTPAHHO, Ta OTBETWIA CUIUIBIM FOJIOCOM:

— KT0 X He xo4eT?

— Torga Havizu JamMaM SKuIaxK. M moMoru. .. co BceM 3TuM. K cjiosy,
JIyIIIeYKa, pa3Be HAC He JOJDKHBI ObUIM BCTPEYaTh?

— Jo/DKHBI, — BBIHYK/IeHa ObUTa Ipu3HaTh KaTapuHa.

OHa caMma OTIpaBJIAjIa BeCTHUKA. 11 BBIXOAUT... BBIXOJUT, OH IIO-
Tepsuica? HeBosmoxkHO. Vi Torzia ee HeIpaBWIbHO MOHIN? Toxe
COMHUTEJIBHO. BpsA/L TN B 5TOM ropojie eCTh ellle ofHa cTaHIuA. A bpu-
CTOH — OJIVKAUIINI K TTOMECTBIO TOPOZ,

Torga...

— He nepexuBaii, 1anodka, — Mbecc JPKHO0 BecbMa CIIOPO CTOJIKO-
BaJIACh O YeM-TO C TOCIIOAMHOM CTOJIb IIyTaf0IIel BHEITHOCTH, YTO BPAT
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siu KataprHa BoBce pelrmiach ObI TOJOUTH K HeMy. — BOT moezieMm,
TaM U BBLICHUM, KOMY BBIIIUCATh IIE€TE.

ExaTpb IpUILTIOCH Ha TeJlere.

Ha orpoMHO# Takoil Tejere, JHO KOTOPOM ycTWwiIaslo ceHo. Ha
CeHO GPOCIUTH IEPIOKKY, a Y’K Ha Hee C M3BUHEHIAMHU U HEMAJIbIM,
a IJIaBHOe, BeCbMa NCKPeHHUM IueTeToM ycaawiu Katapuny. Tot Tun
TIPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO MOAHSI ee, GyaTo B KaTaprHe BoBce He ObLIO Beca,
U CyHYJI B COJIOMY, CKa3as:

— 3BUHAIATE, TOCIIOXKA. .. BOT IIKYPY ellle CYHbTe, ITOMSTIIIe Gy/eT.

[IIkypa oka3ajach MeiBeXXbeli, HO I1axJIO OT Hee TPaBaMU.

Ha Teyery 3arpyswin 4eMOZaHbI ¥ GOYOHKU, U JaXKe CYHAYKaM
HaIUIoCch MecTo. Mbecc /IK10 yCTpOWIACh Ioj1e BO3HUIIBL, U 3TO OT-
Y4ero-To He yIUBJIAIIO.

— A paccKaxuTe, MIWIEHIIUN, YTO ¥ BaC TYT 32 MeCTO TaKoe...

Tejrera nura MeJijIeHHO, HO MATKO, KyZa MArde kapeTsl. [lokaunsa-
JIUCh 6OPTA, CKPUIIEIU KOJIECA, OT COIOMBI ITAXJIO Y€M-TO HEeIIPUBBIY-
HBIM, HO IPUATHBIM.

— ... JJaxxe Tak... yIUBUTEJIbHO, a BOT...

Mumo nponon3anu ynunbl. Penkue ¢onapu. TemHble foMa, Ka-
3aBIIKeCA OAVHAKOBO HeJIPYKeTI0OHBIMU. VI3peKa pa3gaBaica jJai
c06aK, KOTOPBIH, BIIPOYEM, CTUXAJL.

— ..M maxxe Tak?

OHa ymesia TOBOPUTH C JIIOAbMU, HEBLKHO, C MYXXUYUHAMU WU
JKeHIUHAMUY, C TeMU, KTO CTOsUI IIOfjIe 30JI0TOr0 TPOHA, UCKPeHHe
HeZIOyMeBasi, YTO JIeJIaeT 371eCh 3Ke [KUO, U C APYTUMU, KOTOPBIX GBLIO
ropaszo Gosbiie. [lepBble ee OIacaINCh, He TIOHUMAsi IPUPOJBI ee
BJIACTY, KaK He IIOHUMaJIa U cama KaTapuHa, IpocTo IpuHUMad Kak
JOIDKHOe, uTo JDKKMO MOXKeT eCJIU He Bce, TO MHOoroe. BTopble, MoXKaIyi,
mounTany [’KU0 eCid He CBO€H, TO BCAKO OJIM3KOM I10 JyXY.

PasroBop Bwica. U miwcA.

U ropop IpOIUIBIBAI PSJIOM, TaKOM BAPYT GOJIBIION, XOTA KyJa
MeHbIre JloHauHUYMa. Y axyio 3aecsk jyuire. VI CKpUIT Kosec y6aio-
KUBAJI, a IKypa ObLIa TeIuIa.

— BbI 6 TOXKe ZI0 CeHa IIOJIe3)TH, TOCIIOXKa,  TO XK €XaTh HaM ellle
U exarThb...

— Jlonro?

— JIbIK... ciepBa 1o BysuHHOM y/IUIThI, TaM IOBOPOT OT KoskeBeH-
HOro. U elrie ofWH OIIOCIA PATYIIN, a IOTOM YK HAIIPAMKU Yepe3 XOJIMBI.

OmucaHue He BIOXHOBJIUIO. A eC/Iv ObI Mbecc J[PKIO He HaIllIa 3TOr0
yBaibHA? KaTapuHa 3anoszano paccrpowiack. Ilofo6Hoe HeGpexeHye
TOBOPIJIO 06 OTHOM: 33 XO3SIHKY ee He CIUTAII.

— He paccrpauBatics, TanoHbKa, — MuUcC JPKHUO JIOBKO Iepe6pa-
JIach Ha ceHO. — [TOIBUHBCA-KA. .. CJIGTOBAJIO OXKUIATh IIOZXOOHOTO.
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— Ilouemy?

Be33ByYHO PaCKPhUICA 3aIIUTHBIN II0JIOT, OT KOTOPOT'O IPHUBLIYHO
3akosiosio B Buckax. I Karapuna nomopmwiace. JIagHo TaM, B IIpo-
IIUTOM ee }KU3HU, OH U BIPABAY ObUT HykeH. Ho 311ech-To KOro 60AThCA?
ArpeccUBHBIX CBepPUKOB? VIM TOTO KOTa, KOTOPBIN I'POMKO KJIOBAJICA
Ha HeCJIOKUBIIYIOCA JIMIHYIO »KU3HB?

— Ilorepnu, — MATKO npousHecaa Mbecc pxuo. — OxHo fero,
€CdIr 3a BCEM 3THUM U BIIpABAY CTOUT 06LIKHOB€HH&H qeJyioBeyeCKada
IJIYIIOCTB, U COBCEM JPYyToe, eCiIu. ..

OHna He cTajla JOrOBapUBaTh, KaK Jejaia IIOPOH, KOIJa X0oTea,
4TOOBI COOECEeIHIK CaM BKJIIOUILI royioBy. VI KatapuHa KUBHYyA.

Ectpb manc? Eme Kakoi.

IToka oHa X1Ba, OHAa MeIIaeT.

OT11y, KOTOPBIM PacCIMTHIBAN, UTO KaTaprHa NCIIOMHUT CBOU JIOJIT
nepes ceMbell, 0 YeM He yCTaBaJl HAIIOMUHATh IIPU KOKI0M BCTpeye,
OyATO 3TO ObUIA ee BUHA B TOM, YTO HUKAK He yaBIOCh 3abepeMe-
HeTb. A IOTOM, II03Ke, OH TaK »Ke TUXO PaZloBAJICA M HallIeIThIBAJI, YTO
¢ J’KOHOM CTOUT COIU3UTHCA, UTO ITOIAALIBAeT OH Ha KatapuHy BoBce
He TaK, KaK clefyeT CMOTpeTh Ha Madexy, YTO eCIi OHa BOCIIONb3yeTCs
cutyanyeli... OHa He BOCIIO/Ib30BaIach. lypa.

Bparam oT11a, He CJIMIIKOM JOBOJIBHBIM, UTO 1 ITOCJIe CMePTH KOPOJLA
poz oanapaoB He IIPOCTO COXPAHWI, HO M YIIPOUWI CBOE ITOJIOXKeHNUe.

JltonsaM ITocTopoHHUM, ¢ KaTapruHo BOBCce He 3HAKOMBIM, HO I10-
JIaralolyM, YTO BpeMs ee MCTeKJIO, a yXO/id, BO3BPallaThCA He CTOUT.
TeM mave KOI/ia BOT-BOT OOBABAT O IIOMOJIBKe J[’KOHA C. .. C KeM-HUOYAb
J1a OOBABAT, OH IIOKA U CaM He 3HAaeT, KOTr'O BhIOPATh.

Camomy J[>x0Hy.

U X0o4eTcs BepUTh, YTO YK OH-TO ObUI MCKPEeHeH, HO... OH, 4YTO
OBI TaM HU TOBOPIUIH, ChIH CBOETO OTIIA, & CTAJIO OBITh, 3I0IIAMATEH,
OOHIIUB U yMeeT JKIATh. A CUTyaIusa BecbMa yAo0OHa.

Her.

910 cTpax. /DKOH He TakoM. [[KOH yroBapuBa ee ocTaTbca. He
KaK JTI0O0BHUILy — OHU 002 OTJIMYHO IIOHUMAJTH, HACKOJIBKO OIIacHa
oo6HasA cBsA3b. EMy HyKeH 6bL1 IpyT. I HOMOIIHUK. IIPOCTO KTO-TO,
C KeM MO)XHO IIOTOBOPUTb.

Xorts 661 0 TeHpuxe. Vimu o KoposeBckoti 6amnrHe. O TOM, KaKOBO 3TO,
TPOCHINAsACH, BUIETh TEMHYIO CTEHY U 311adOT, KOTOPHINA He pa3dupaiy,
100 CIUIIKOM YK XJIOIIOTHOE 3TO /IeJI0. YMBIBAThCS JIEASHOM BOMOM.
3aBTpakars, rajiasd, MpUAET JIU IOCTe 3aBTPaKa XKpell WIK 000HAeTCs?

VckaTh TeIla B KOMHATaX, I[yCTh POCKOIITHBIX IT0 CPABHEHUIO C Ka-
MepaMU U IoJi3eMeJIbAMU, HO BCe XKe...

JI>KOH 3HaJI, Gy1aroaps KOMY OH BBDKIUJI TOM HOYBIO, KOTZIA MATEX
nouTu oryuwica. A Kataprza foragpiBanach, KyZa IOAeBaICA TOT Po-
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KOBOM ITPUKa3, KOTOPBIM IIOYTH yCIIell. 1 MOXeT, pellii OHa OCTaThCA,
OFHAXKABI J[PKOH pacckasa Obl... v oHa? Vmu 06a, mepebuBas [pyr
Jpyra, 30aBJIAsACh HAaKOHeI] OT CTPaxa, KOTOPBIH U B HeM ObUI, CHJeN
3aHO3011.

Ho HeT. VIM GBI He ITO3BOJIMUIN Y 3TOH IPYKOBI, KaK He II03BOJIVIIH
6bI HIYEro HalTOMUHAIOIIEro IPHUBA3aHHOCTb.

A moromy /JI)KOH oHsU1. I TpUHAIL.

U He cTa ObI TOTB30BAThCA CIydaeM. KTo, KpoMe Hero, 3HaeT 0 TOM,
KyZAa Hanpaswiack KatapuHa? Cugpapa? Crapeli NpUATens [XKOHA.
BepHbliit Apyr. TOT, KTO TUXO HEeHaBUAUT KaTapuHy, XOTA OHa TOYHO
He BUHOBAaTa B CMEPTH €TI0 OTIIaA.

IIpuroBops!I BLIHOCWI [eHpUX.

A Karapuna... KoposeBa 00s3aHa IIPUCYTCTBOBATh YTO HA CyZe,
4TO Ha KasHU. 1 monumaert iu oH? Ilonumaert. [losTomy u fgepxut
CBOIO HEHABUCTh IIpU cebe, IO3BOJIAA JIMIID efIKKe IIIWIBKY, U TO
OyzATo 6b1 HeHapoKoM. Ho cTay GbI OH CAEep)KUBAThCA Teleps? Vi
BOCIIOJIBE30BAJICA ObI CIIydaeM?

Emmte 661 ['peficoH, KOTOPBIN KaK pa3 1 Hales ycaab0y. Y Xo3aiKy
ee, YTO OTIIPABWIACH B MOHACTHIPB, 0O TAKOBO OBUIO ee KeJaHUe.
Tak oH cka3at. Ho I'peficoHy BepUTh He CTOUT. Bceryia GbLT TPOHBIPOL.
U mycTh KIATBY Jai1, HO KatapuHa 3Haet, 4TO JIIOOYI0 KJIATBY IIPU
KeJIAHUH MO>KHO OOOMTH.

U crpamHo. OnATE.

— He ragaii, — cTporo Besena Mbecc K10, — JIydlille ¥ BIIPaBAy
OTJOXHU.

— Yro-To He crurcA. JlyHa Apkad. Tel KOrga-HUOyAb Brjesna Ha-
CTOJILKO APKYIO JIyHY?

OHa 6bUIa KPYIVIA U KeJITa, YTO TOJIOBKA CJIMBOYHOTO cbIpa. OHA
HaBHCaJIa HaJ, TOPOJIOM, IPO3ACh Pa3JaBUTh U PATYIILY, U oOMa BOKPYT
Hee. JlyHa oTpakajlach B Y3KOM PedyIlIKe, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO ITOBO3Ka
IepeBIWIa He Cpasy, AaKe IIOLyMaJIOCh, YTO BCe-TAKU He Of0JIeeT
OHA 3TOT rop6aTslii MocT. Ho Her, yiomajgs cpaBmwIach, a BO3HUIA
3aTAHYJ IIECHIO HA HETIOHATHOM fI3BbIKE.

— Hayo >xe, — Mbecc BBITAIIIIA CepeOPAHYI0 QUIATY U HOTPACIA. —
Brecc. 3geck. To-TO OH TaKOU 3OPOBBIM. .. IIOTYKPOBKA, ITOX0Ke. by-
Jelb?

— Her.

Ei1 HeTb34 IUTE.

3anpeTwiu LeJIUTeNH elle TOIJa, KOIZa MbITAINCh HAIIOJTHUTD ee
TeJIO CWJIOH, KOI/Ia BBDKUTAIN Ha PyKaxX PyHbI, TpeBpaias KatapuHy
B COCyA. BripoueM, faske OHM 3Ha/IM, YTO HUYETO He BHIWET.

JiA 3a4aTrA Hy»KHBI iBoe. Ho KTo GBI TPU3HAI, YTO JIeJIo He B Hel,
4T0...
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OHa npukycuia ryoy. [Ipolutoe yiuio, a pyHbI OCTaIUCh, ¥ OCTPOe
HenpusaTue ankoroiA. OHa mpo6oBaIa HAIUTHCA, YoKe TaM, B Kopo-
JIEBCKOU GalllHe, PEIINB, YTO TEPATb Heuero. M1 B UTOre BCIO HOYb
Masiach >KUBOTOM.

Mprecc [IKpo moKavaia TOJIOBOM.

Ceectu 651 ux. U Korzma-to KaTapuna puckHyna cipocuts. [Ipocto
CIIPOCHUTB. Y TOTO, KOTO IMOJIAraIa JOCTATOYHO HaZleKHBIM 4€JIOBEKOM.
U oTBeT nmosyunia, fia... a eme THeB OTIa, KOTOPOMY TOTYaC JOHEeC .

— Bce 3akoHUMIIOCH, leBOHBKA, — K10 pellko Ha3biBaia KaTa-
PYIHY 10 UMEHU, U IIOPOM B 3TOM UyAWIaCch U3/IeBKa, CJIOBHO HAIlOMU-
HaHMe, YTO OHA, KaTapuHa, CIMIIKOM HUYTOXKHA, YTOOBI 3aIIOMUHATD
ee uMA. — OHO 3aKOHYWIOCH, IPyroe HAYMHAeTCA.

[NABA 2

JloM BhIDIAZEN 33a0pOLIEeHHBIM.

OH, OTZeNIeHHBIH OT ZOPOTH BUTOIO OTPAZOi, TUKY KOTOPOU cepe-
OpPWINCH B JIVHHOM CBeTe, IIPATAICA B Ae6pAX mapka. Paspocmuecs
KYCTBI ITOAO0GPAINCH BIUIOTHYIO K OPOTe, IIPOCYHYJIN CKBO3b IIPYThs
KOJIIouye Janbl. HakpeHmwIoch, Ipo3sa 00pyIIUTHCA, AepPeBo, U YPOX-
JIVBBIE BETBU €T0 BHIBEPHY/IMCh, HAKJIOHIIVCH, TOYHO OHO BCe elle
TIBITAJIOCH YCTOATD, OIMPAsICh MU Ha HEHAJIEXKHYIO 3eMITIO.

P:xaBble Bopora. U myctas fopora. Ci1abbIii OTOHEK Y TEMHOI I'Po-
MaZVHbI 3JaHNA, BEINIALEBIIEro 3a6POIIeHHBIM U OTTOIO ellie Gostee
ypomIuBbIM. Pa30uThIe CTyIIeH!, MpaMOpHBbIe COUHKCHI U KOJIOHHBI,
006JI060BaHHbIE IUTIONIOM. 3/1eCh IIaXJI0 CIPOH 3eMJIell, KAMHeM U ellje
YeM-TO Ha PeKOCTb HEIIPUATHBIM.

Karapuua mopraysna. U npuHsIa pyKy, KOTOPYIO e 101l MOJI-
YaJIUBBIM TMTaHT. Y JIMIIb OKa3aBIIKUCh y 3€MJIM, TUXO IIOUHTEpe-
COBAJIaCh:

— Kaxk Bac 30ByT?

— TIpaii, rocroxa, — FUraHT CKJIOHIUI TOJIOBY, CAETABIINCE BIPYT
ITOXOXKHMIM Ha KOPOJIEBCKOTO ITAIa4a. TOT TOXKe OTIINYAICA HeMaJIbIMU
pasMepamy, a elle ObUI 3aCTEHYUB U IBHO YyBCTBOBAJ Ce0s BUHO-
BaThIM.

Ho cTpaHHoe feto, nanaya Katapuna He 6os1ack. OH oGema, 9To
MYYUTb He CTaHeT. 1 4TO IOMOJINTCA.

A oHa nojapuIa eMy KOJIbIIO C aMeTUCTOM — JUIsA ero GepeMeHHOM
JKEHBI... U ellle APyToe, IUIATOM 3a YCOIYTY, BOCIIOIb30BATHCA KOTOPOH
TaK ¥ He PUCKHYJIA.

CrnenoBaito 65! 3a6path ToT QurakoH. Ho BoT 6ezia, B cymaToxe Ka-
TaprHAa IIPOCTO-HATIPOCTO 3a6bLIA.

— Cmacu6o, I'paii, — oHa yIbIOHY/IACH.
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KoposeBa fomKHa yMeTh yIbI6aThCA, JaXKe KOIZIA XOUeTCs 3aBOIIUTh
oT 6osu U cTpaxa. Mtu ImpoCcTo MOMPOCUTHCA 06PaTHO B Testery. Tam
CEeHO TeIlIoe.

— Tak aT0...

— HpeMm, — Mbecc KO pelIUTeNIbHO 3alllaraia 1o CTYIIeHAM,
¥ MPaMOp MOXPYCTBHIBAI IO/ KBaJPATHHIMU ee KabayKamu. — DI,
€CTb TYT KTO-HUOY/b?

JIBepHOII MOJIOTOK TIOKHYJICA B IUIACTUHY, Y Ta M3JaJIa XKaJIKUN
3BYK, TO JI BOU, TO JI CKpeXeT. ApTe(aKT ObUT UCIIOPYEH, U JABHO.

— Ectb TYT...

Ha xoHumKax nanblieB JXKUO 3aIUIAcaIn UCKphL, U [pail pa3ma-
LIMCTO NIePEeKPeCTWICA. 3HAYUT, U3 ITUX, IToJIaralollux, 4To bor equn
u BceMmoryi? CtpaHHo. KaraprHe Ka3ajaoch, YTO OHY He IIPUHUMAIOT
HeJIIOAEH, a BOT IIOJM K ThI...

— O, OTKpbIBaiiTe, IOKA. ..

— Ilorogu, — KarapuHa KOCHy/Iach ABepU U, 3aKPbIB IVIa3a, COCpe-
JoToumwiack. Kak oHa 1 oxyfaa, 3anypaonye IIeTeH!A OKa3aInuch
o1abeiMu. OHU ¥ CyTIeCTBOBAJIN JIUIITH 32 CYET OCTATOYHOTO (HoHa, TA-
HYJIV CIULY U3 OKPYXKAIoIero Mypa, 6;1aro oM, Kak 1 MHOTHe CTapble
OCOOHAKY, ObUT IIOCTPOEH Ha IepeKpecThe dHepreTUIeCKUX JUHUIN.
Ho Bce 0#HO 3TOr0 0Ka3ayIoch HEJOCTAaTOYHO.

CTowro IOTAHYTH Ha ce6s, ¥ CeTh PacChINaIach.

A T'paii, KaxxeTcsl, BHOBb lepeKpeCTUJICA.

JlBepb OTKPBLIACh C IPOTHKHBIM CKpUIIOM. TeMHO. I HelpUATHBIN
3arax yCWIWICA. Boru, CKoJbKo ke 37ech He ITpoBeTpuBanu? Omryiie-
HUe, YTO C TeX CaMbIX BpeMeH, KaK JJOM U OTollIesI KOpOHe.

Ixuo nogBuHyna KatapuHy 1 BTSAHYJ/IA THWIOCTHBINA BO3IyX:

— IIpoxiarue!

— JKuBbIx — Tpoe. — Cmia OT3bIBATIACH JIETKO, Y IPOKJIATHIE PYHBI
He MeIlIaJI, PasBe YTO PyKU U IUIeYU IIPUBBIYHO 3a4eCAINCh, HO 3TO
Karapuna kak-HuOyIb moreprut. — He 31€ech... Tam.

— Kr0 TYyT?.. — cuIuisIii rosioc pa3opBas TeMHOTY. — Celyac 1mo-
JIUITYIO BBI3OBY...

— A ¥ BbI3BIBaM! — J[’KUO SIBHO 06paZioBaIacCh.

Ho uckps!l noraciu. 1 3HA4UT, OH TOXKe BUAUT 3Ty Tpoully. He
Maru, ITo, IPaB/ia, HIYero He 3HAYUT, MO0 CYIIeCTBYIOT ClIe[HaTbHbIe
aMyJIeThl, CKphIBafonye aypy. Jla 1 0ObIKHOBEHHBIX JIFO/lel He CTOUT
HenooleHNBaTh. Ho HaBCTpeYy BHIILIA CTApyXa B [PAHHOM GyMa3eifHOM
IIaThe. B pyke oHa epxxana poHaph, OTCBETHI KOTOPOTO JIOKIJIMChH
HAa M3pe3aHHOe MOPIIUHAMU JIUIIO, J0OABJIAA eMy U JIET, U YPOICTBA.
KaTtapuHa oTMeTWwIa U CTPOTHI Yellell, ¥ cepoBaThlIil GapTyK CO MHO-
TMMM KapMaHaMU, U KO)KaHble HapPyKaBHUKMY, IIPOTAHYBIINECA 10
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caMBbIX IUTeY. 113-3a HUX PYKH CTapyX4 Ka3aJIMCh HeCypasHO IyXJIbIMU,
TOIZA KaK caMa OHa ObUIa TOIIA.

— Kr0 BbI Takmne? — nonHTepecoBazach OHa.

— Tlocnoxxa Karapuna I'oBapa, — mbecc JKHO ITOMOPIIIIACH
¥ IIOMaxaJia IIepej HOCOM IDTATKOM, KOTOPBIT BPSAJ JIV CIIOCOOeH ObLT
CIIPaBUTHCA C BOHBIO. — X03AMKa 3TUX Pa3BAIMH.

Crapyxa QbIpKHYy/Ia, HO KaK-TO HeyBepeHHO.

— Kax BBIIILIO, 4YTO HAC He BCTPETWIN?

B foMe YTO-TO 3aCKPUITeIIO, 3ACKPeXeTasI0, GYATO OH IBITAJICH IIPO-
CHYTBCS, HO He HaxoAwiI B ceGe crl. Y ToTOMy B3[IbIXaJI BCEM CBOUM
TAKEJIBIM TEJIOM.

— IlouyeMy HUKOTO He GBUIO Ha CTAHITAW?

— CIumuT, — cTapyxa omycTmwia ¢GoHaphb, U »KeJIThle IIITHA CBeTa
JreryIv Ha 1101 — He6GoCh OIATh B KaOaK 3arIsAHYJI, 3aCPaHel] STaKUI.
VYBOIII0, KaK IUTH JAATh YBOJIIO. ..

BripoueMm, ckazaHo 3T0 ObLIO 6e3 0CO00I HAZIeXK/IbI, TOUHO CTapyXa
3HaJIa, YTO IIPU BCEM ee XKeJIaHUY YBOJIUThL HeTo/ A He BhINET.

— VYBoiuM, — a BOT Mbecc )Kuo ObUIa HAaCTpoeHa Kyza Goiee
peluTenbHO. — 3aBTpa. Kak ABuTcA. .. moporoii I'pait, He cousBoImTe
JIV BBI 3aHATHCS Oaraxkom? [lepeHecuTe IIOKA CIOZIA, A V3K 3aBTPA. .. MBI
pellnM, YTO U KakK.

3aBTpa.

Karapuna o6HAIa cebs, CUIACH YCIIOKOUTH APOXKb. Heyxxenu 1mo-
syauiock? U y Hee GyzeT aTo camoe 3aBTpa? He B 30510TOM KileTKe
JIBOPIIA, a B COOCTBEHHOM JIOMe, IZle OHA XO3AMKa, a He odeperHast
TeITKa B OOJIBIION ITOIUTUIECKOI UTpe?

— A BbI, JTI06€3HeHIIas, HaZlel0Ch, KOMHAThI IPUTOTOBWIN? XOTS
OBbI KOMHATHL. ..

[TpuroroBwiIn.

IIpaBra, KaMUH pa3:Keyb HUKTO He YAOCY;KWICH, a CTapble apTe-
(axThl, 3alUINABIINE JOM OT CBIPOCTH, JABHO UCCAKIMN. U Teneps
B CITaJIbHe GBUIO OTKPOBEHHO XOJIOZHO. 32 OKHOM IIO/IBBIBAJI BETEp.
TeMHbIe BEeTBU JilepeBbeB IIOYTU KacaIUCh CTeKIa, U KaTapuHe Kasa-
JIOCh, YTO TaM, B BETBAX, KTO-TO IIPAYETCA.

Kasasnocs.

D10 mpocto goM. M Hudero Gosbie. XMypasi eBUIIA, ABHO He-
JOBOJIbHASA IIOSABJIEHVEM X035€eB, Pa3obpaia mocrenb. CIerka cMaia
TIOAYIIKY, CLieIaB BUJ, YTO B3OKBaeT ee. [yObI JeBUIII IIIeBEJIVIIVCD,
Uy KaTaprHBbI CJI0XWIOCH BIIeYaT/IeHUe, YTO OHA Pyraer.

Karapuny? HeyemHy1o Mbecc [I;x10, HOTpeGOBaBIIYIO HeMeZIA Pas-
BeCTU OTOHb B KaMMHe? VI caM 3TOT KaMUH, YUIeHHbIN, KaKeTcA,
B IIPOIIUIOM BeKe? OTCYTCTBYIOIIME TPEIKU, TPYObI 3apOC/IN CaKel,
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