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Crioapt JIpeiik He UMeJl HUYero MpoTUB HEKPACUBOI He-
BECThI, HO HE XOTeJl XKeHUThCS Ha ypoauHe. OH He TpeboBal,
YTOOBI OHA ObLJIa YMHMIIEH, HO HE CMOT OBl BBIHECTH ITOJIHYIO
nypy. Ee xapaktep MOT OBITh He CJTUIITKOM JIeTKUM, HO CTIO-
apT BPSI JIU cTaj OBl TepreTh Merepy. Ero emMHCTBEHHBIM
HeoOCYyXIaeMbIM YCIIOBUEM OBIIO OOTATCTBO: BHICOKAS MU
MMHMATIOpHAsA, HeKpacuBasi UM CMa3jiuBasi, 100poaylHast
WJIM yTpIOMasi — OHa J0JXKHA OBITh O0raToil, a ecjiv BO3MOX-
HO — 0aCHOCJIOBHO OOTaTo.

Cri0apT OBLT YBEPEH, YTO 3TO HE TaK YK TpymaHo. UTo Hu
TOBOPU, a €MY €CTh, UTO MPEIIOXUTH OYIyIIeil XKeHe: ONUH
M3 CaMbIX IPEBHUX U MIOYNTAEMBIX B AHTJIMY TUTYJIOB — TH-
TyJl BUKOHTA, KOTOPBI OH TOJYYMT, KaK TOJIBKO JIe/ U OTEll
nepeiayT B MUp NOTYCTOpOHHUM. KoHeuyHO, MOTyT mpoiiTu
TO/IbI, TIPEXIE YeM ero KeHa CTaHeT Ha3bIBaThCs BUKOH-
Teccoil benMmeitH u mepeeneT XXUTh B TIPeKPaCHBIN TOM Ha
Bappoybuna. Ho ecnu tonbko JIpeiik cam He CKOHYaeTcst
paHbIIle, TO HETTPEMEHHO TMOJIYYUT TUTYJ, KOTOPBIil TIpUHE-
CeT TOCTaTOYHO BbICOKOE MOJIOKEHUE B CBETE U TaKoe borat-
CTBO, CIIOCOOHOE YIOBJIETBOPUTD JIOOYIO KEHIIUHY.

K cyacTblo, OH BCTpeTMJ CIaBHYIO JEBYIIKY Ha TaHIlEe-
BaJIbHOM COOpHIIE, KOTOPOE CUUTAETCS 31eCh, B KEHTCKOI
iy, 6anoM. Mucc Corozen Tpatrep. Ee cocTosi-
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OBLIO BCE, YTO OH McKaJl B HeBecTe. Chlo3eH Oblj1a XOPOIIEHb-
KOM, XOTSI U yepecuyp OJIeAHOM, HO 3TO CUMTAIIOCh MOIHBIM
Cpeny aHTJIMYaHOK, YMHOM — IO KpaiiHel Mepe, HACTOJIBKO,
YTOOBI yIMpaTh OT KOMINAHbOHKHW Ha YeIWHEHHBIE MPOTYJ-
ku co CTioapToM 10 Teppace, a TakKKe OHa ycIiesia 0e3yMHO
BJIIOOUTHCS B HETO €1Ba JIM HE C TIEPBOTo B3IJIsIA.

EnuHCTBEHHBIM TMpEnsITCTBUEM ISl  0JarornojxydHoOro
yXaKMBaHUS OoKazayiach ee onekyHia. Cblo3eH Oblia yoex-
JIeHa, YTO OIEeKYyHIlla, KOTopasi K TOMY K€ MPUXOIWJIach
el TeTei, CTPEMUTCH JUIUUTHL IUIEMSHHMILY Aa)xe caMou
MaJieHbKO# pamoctu B xu3Hu. B oHoctu Tets Illapmorra
IMyTellecTBOBaja 10 Bceil EBporie, HO oTKa3bIBaiiach OpaTh
Crlo3eH ¢ coboii gaxe B Jlonmon. Pansmre Tets [llapmorra
BOJMJIa KOMITAHWIO CO MHOTMMU MYXYMHaMU CaMO#l CKaH-
NAaJTbHOM penyTally, HO OTKa3blBaJla BCEM JKEHTJIbMEHaM,
npuraamasiiuM Cblo3eH Ha MOJYAEHHYIO MPOTYJIKY B 9KH-
naxe. 1 odbugHee Bcero, yto ters lllapiorTa HOocuia Bce,
YTO XeJjaa, IpuYeM ee TyajeThbl ObUIU KpaiiHe HETTPUIUYHbI
TSI XKEHIIIMHBI €€ Bo3pacTa U MOJOXeHUs BIOBbI, HO Chio-
3€H OHA MPUHYK/Iala OIEBAThCS B HEBBIPA3UTETbHBIE TIIaThsI
MOYTH IETCKOTO TOKPOsI, /1a ellle U HEMOIHbIE.

3aro tets Lapnotra cnenana Cblo3eH OrPOMHOE OO0~
JKEHMeE, yeXaB Ha BPEMsI U3 FOPOAA U OCTABUB ILIEMSIHHULLY
MoJ IPUCMOTPOM HaeMHOW KOMMaHbOHKU. Ee oTcyTcTBHE
6nu10 CTIOAPTY HA PYKY, OH yTemaa Chlo3eH 1 COUyBCTBOBAI
eli, ToKa He MOHSLI, YTO Mopa NeaaTh MpeaioXeHne, KOTo-
poe, TI0 ero MHEeHHI0, HeTIPeMEeHHO OyeT MPUHSITO.

Ho B aTOM, BO3MOXHO, OTYaCTH U KpbUTach Mpobiema.

B noctuxenuu atoit nenn y Crrioapra He ObLIO TIPEITsIT-
CTBUI, HO OH HUKAaK HE MOT CMUPUTHCS C TEM, YTO XeJaH-
Has 100bIva Tak JIETKO uAeT B ero pyku. CTioapT Bcerma ObL1
YBEPEH, YTO MPEeUMYIecTBa HEOOXOAMMO OTTEHSITh HEKUM
CKPBITBIM HEIOCTAaTKOM. Ternepb, KOTAa OH MOYTH TTOTYYUIT

Crplo3eH Tpatrep, BHE3aITHO YCOMHMIICS, YTO XOUET
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JIOBHO, xotes ee. Otel; CTioapTa COKpaTUI €My COEpXaHue
1 BeJieJl He BO3BPAILaThCs TIOMOI: MOCTYIOK, KOTopblii CTio-
apT JI0 CUX TMOp CUUTAJ HEBEPOSTHBIM, OCKOPOUTETbHBIM
U xxecTokuM. OueBUIHO, UTO 3a ocTaBleecs BpeMs: CTioapT
He CyMeeT 3apaboTaTh JOCTATOYHO I€HET, YTOOBI YIOBIETBO-
puTh TpeboOBaHUS cBoero bankupa. He cymen Ob1, maxe Oynb
y Hero mocToitHas ipodeccus. 2KeHnTh0a Ha HacJeTHUIIE —
HauboJjee OBICTPBIN M JIETKHAI CITOco0 penieHus: (GMHaHCO-
BBIX TIpo0iteM. Ilo KkpaitHeit Mepe, Tak cumTtan CTioapT.

B3noxHyB, OH NPUHSUICS MEPUTh LIaraMu OUOIUOTEKY
Kunngepos. Otomy 6aity CyxkIeHo ObLIO CTaTh €ro TPUyMdOoM.
Tera Llapnorra BepHyJIachk B ropon, u cerogHs Crioapty
TIPENICTOSIO €€ BCTPETUTD, 09apOBaTh U MPOCUTH PYKH TUIe-
MSHHHUIIBL. 3aBTpa Chl03eH MPUMET ero (popMaibHOE TIpe-
JIOXXEHHE, U Yepe3 Mecsll OH CTaHeT XEeHATbIM MYXUYMHOM,
HaJl KOTOPBIM OO0JIbllIe He OYIyT JOBJIETh CYPOBBIC IUKTATHI
OTIIa, OH TepecTaHeT ObITh MPEAMETOM CIUIETEH U BIepBble
B XM3HU OKaxeTcsl PMHAHCOBO He3aBUCHMMBIM. YeM He mpe-
KpacHas ku3Hb? OH JOKEeH OBITh BITOJIHE YIOBIETBOPEH
TeM, yTo uMeeT. Chlo3eH — MWIas JIeBYyIIKa, ¥ OHU, BHE
BCSIKOTO COMHEHUSsI, HETLJIOXO TOJIAJIsIT.

Ho yto-To He maBayio CTi0apTy MOKOS... YTO-TO BO BCEM
9TOM OBLIO... HEMPABUILHBIM, XOTsI OH HUKAaK He MOT MTOHSITh
MPUYMH COOCTBEHHOTO BOJIHEHMUSI.

CTi0apT HAaIIOMHUJ ce0e, YTO TOJIBKO Oe3yMmell CIIOCOOeH
repenymars ceiidac. EMy ciemyeT ObITh Ha ceTbMOM Hebe OT-
TOTO, YTO TIIaH BBITTOJTHEH Oe3yNpeyHo, a He COMHEBAThCS
B ycniexe. Ecnu GbI TONbKO Bee yxke Obu1o caenaHo! Torma
OBLITIO OBI TTO3THO Pa3IyMbIBaTh, ITOCTYITWII JIM OH MPABUJIBLHO
WJIY TIPOCTO TOIIE [0 IMyTH HAMMEHBIIETO COMPOTUBIIEHMSI.

Korna c3anu pasnancs xionok asepu, CTioapT 0TOPOCKHI
COMHEHMSI.

B 6ubnnorexy, 3amamMeiBast pyku, Boexana Cblo3¢H.

— O, Hpeiik! — BexnumHyaa oHa. — YTo MbI Oy-
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— 3axoauTte, noporasi, — yIuBJIEHHO IIPOU3HEC OH, Oepst
ee 3a pyky. — Uto cinyyunocs?

— Tera Ilapaorra, — 3apbigana Chlo3eH, MOAHSIB Ha
HEero MOKpbI€ OT cjie3 m1a3za. — OHa HUKOTIA He MO3BOJUT
HaM MOXeHUThCs, HuKoraa! 37100Hast ctapas BeapMa!

CTi0apT BCKUHYJI OpPOBU:

— Ho s maxke He mpocwt tBoeii pyku! OTKyna tebe m3-
BECTHO, YTO OHA OTKaXeT?

— Sl HaMeKHYyJa, YTO ThI cAeaellb MpeaIoXKeHe, U TeTs
3asBWIa, YTO He AOMycTUT 3Toro. ['oBopuiaa o tebe yxac-
Hble Bem. CIIOBHO TpeKpacHo TeOsT 3HAaeT, XOTs B Iia3a He
Bunena! [Moxanyiicra, Jpeiik, moxanyiicta, CKaXu, 4TO Mbl
coexxnm! CeromgHs Ke BeuepoM yeny ¢ Toooit! Yeny!

— Ho 310 moryOouT TBOIO pemnyTanuio, — HAITOMHUI
oH. — He xouy OBITh IPUYMHOI TBOETO HECUACThSI.

— MHe Bce paBHO!

I'pomko BeximumHyB, Chl03eH Opocuiiach eMy Ha IIeo.
CrioapT, ciepXaB B3I0X, TIOXJIOTAJ e¢ 1o cIiuHe. Bee 6bI10
OBl TIpEKpAacHO, TO3BOJb OHA €My YJIaauTh 3TOT BOIIPOC,
BMECTO TOrO 4YTOOBI CHEIIUMTh M ACHCTBOBATH OIPOMET-
yrBo. Yero oHa mobuBajiach, CKa3aB CBOEM TETYILKE, YTO
OHM XOTHT MOXEeHUThcA? Jla HUYero Xopouiero He CTOWJIO
¥ oxunath! Termepp 3Ta XEHIIWHA Pelllria, YTO He XejaeT
Y CJIBIIIATh O XXeHUTHOE, XOTs HM pa3y ero He Buaena! M ato
KOTa OH OBbLT TBEPIO YBEPEH, YTO MOXET YOSIUTh €€ — TH-
Ty HEU3MEHHO MPOU3BOAWJI BreyaTIeHHe Ha HEMOJOAbIX
JIeU, Jaxe ecy 3TOT TUTYJ elle TOJbKO MPEeNCTOsIO MOy~
4yuTh. 3aT0 yKe ceituac CTioapT Bpalllajics B CAMbIX BBICOKUX
JIOHIOHCKUX Kpyrax. Ho Bce 6bII0 OBI Ky/a Jierde, 3acTaHb
OH €€ BPACITJIOX.

— Ycnokoiicsi, — Besiesl OH, Koraa Bexaunbl Cblo3eH He-
MHOTO YTUXJIM, U YOpaJl ee pyKu co cBoeil 1eu. — Thl JOJIK-
Ha MIPUHSTD XXU3HEPATOCTHBIN BUI U BEPHYTHLCS B 3al.

JleBylIKa IMBITHYJIa HOCOM U BBITEpJIa JIUIIO TTPO-
6 TAHYTBIM CTI0OAPTOM TIJIAaTKOM.



— IlpencraBuTh HE MOTY, O YeM IymMaJl Tarna, Korjga Ha-
3HayaJ ee Moeli oreKyHIei!

— Ho ¢ 3TuM MBI HUYEro He MOXeM IoNeNaTh, TO3TOMY
JOJIKHBI TTPOCTO TOMBITATHCS BHIMTH M3 CO3MABIIETOCs TMO-
JioxeHus. Twl obenana MpeacTaBUTh MEHsSI CErojiHsl Beve-
poMm. [To3BoJIb MHE BCTPETUTBLCSA C HEll, U ST CMOTY pa3BesAThb
BCE €€ COMHEHUS.

— O, Hpeiik! — nknyna Crlo3eH. — Ecim KTo 1 cMOXeT
eli TOHPaBUTHCS, TOUHO He ThI. [IlyMaro, Thl HEe CyMeelllb ITpo-
OUTh KAMEHHYIO CTEHY.

— Hamexkaenib Ha TO, 4TO Moe obasiHUE HEe MOAECTBYET
Ha KaMeHb? — BECeJIO CIIPOCHUIT OH.

OHa, IpocusB, YILIOHYIACh EMY.

— Bo3MoxHo, Thl mpaB. IloiigemM, s mpencraBio TeOs.
W eciiu TeTsl HE COTIACUTCSI CETOIHST BEYEPOM, MBI COCXKUM
3aBTpa.

«Hy, yX 3T0 Bpsia i mpousoiiaer», — nogyMan CrroapT,
cTaparejbHO M300paxkas yJabploKy. OH He MOXeT ITO3BOJIUTh
cebe KeHUTBhCST Ha Hell 6e3 TIPUIAaHOTo, 1, YTO XOPOIIETo,
eCJI OHU 00a OKaxXyTcs B O¢THOCTH?

IMoxone6abinch, Chlo3eH cierka rmojaaaach Briepes 1 Bbl-
TstHyJ1a ryObl. CTIOApT €11Ba HE OTCKOYMJI, HO TYT K€ MPUILIe]T
B ce0sl HACTOJIbKO, YTOOBI JIETOHBKO MOILIEJIOBATh €€ B JI00.
OHa pa3zoyapoBaHHO HaIylacCh.

— Hukakux nmomnenyes, IIoKa He CTaHEIIb MOEH XKeHOM, —
nipoiernran JIpeiik. — Bce MHOE MpocTo HEMPMIMYHO.

JIuio Chro3eH MrHOBEHHO MpocBeTesio. CToapT Oy T
HEUTO BpOJie Yrpbl3eHUsI coBecTU. ETo cMy11ano, 4To oHa Tak
OBICTPO BIIOOMJIACH B HETO U TIPU 3TOM HE CKpPhIBaJla CBOMX
YyBCTB. DTO JIMIIHUH pa3 HAMTOMUHAJIO eMy O TOM, HaCKOJIb-
KO OHa MOJIoJIa MU HEBUHHA.

A noka CrroapT He CBsI3ai ce0s HMKAKMMU 00s13aTeb-
CTBaMU, He JieJIajl MPEIJIOXEHUST W OBbII BOJEH CIIOKOITHO
VT, He 0OBACHSIICS B Mo6BU. OH Bce ellle CBO-
0o/ieH. 7



Ho Crioapt MbicieHHO BceTpsixHyjcsa. HyxeH rom-
npyroii, uroosl OyKByA-IapK Hayaja MPUHOCUTH MPUOBLIb,
u CTioapT He XeJiaJl OTKa3bIBaThCs OT HETO, HE UCITIOJIb30BAB
BC€ BO3MOXHOCTH JI0 €IWHOM. DTO CKPOMHOE ITOMECThe OH
O0HapYXWJI MPOILUION BecHOM. [loM ¢ ABIPSIBOM KpbIIIeit
M TIONypa3pylIeHHBIM BOCTOYHBIM KPBUIOM OBUI TTOYTH
pa3BaJIMHOM, HO BCe Xe 00J1amal HEKOTOPBIM OYapOBaHU-
eM, 1 CTioapT npencTaBisil, Kak MepecTPOUT ero B YIOTHBIH
OCOOHSIK, YTO, KOHEUHO, ITOTPeOyeT 3HAUUTEJIbHBIX BIOXEe-
Huit. Ho Gosibllie Bcero ero MHTepecoBaia 3eMJsi: HEBBICO-
KHWe XOJMBbI, TYCTOM JieC U caMasi TUIOIOPOAHAs MoYBa, Ka-
KyI10 OH Korma-au6o Bunei. I[lomectbe HeOOIbIIOE, HO TIPU
pPa3yMHOM YITpaBICHUN MOXKET TPUHOCUTDH HEMAJIBIN TOXO/I.
CT10apT B351J1 y ApYyTa IeHbIY B3aliMbl U YETHIPE AHS CITYCTS
KYTUJI TTIOMECTbe, MOCJIe YeTO U3BEPHYJICS U 3aJI0XKUJI €T0,
YTOOBI OTIATh JOJIT IPYTY, a [IOTOM 3aHSI ellle, Xkeast oia-
TOYCTPOUTH ITOMeCThe. bosibliie roga OH BKIaabIBaT KaXIbIil
MoJydyeHHBI eHHU B OyKByI-TIapK M BCE€ CUJIbHEe Tpu-
BSI3BIBAJICSI K MOMecTblo. CTI0apT yCTall CyIIeCTBOBaTh IO
yKaske otia. MmMes cobcTBeHHOE TTOMeCTbe, OH OYIeT pe-
crieKTabebHbIM 3eMJIeBIale/blieM, YBaKaeMbIM JIXKEHTJIb-
MeHoM. K HecuacTblo, eMy HY>XHBI IeHbIU, YTOOBI TUIATUTH
MO 3aKJaaHoi, nmoka depMbl He HAUHYT MPUHOCUTH TPU-
ObLJIb, a OTell MePEKPbIT €MMHCTBEHHBI UCTOYHUK TOXO/A.
Ecnu oH He xxeHurcs Ha Cplo3eH, HalleT APYryio HacaeI-
HUILY, U HUYEeTO He UBMEHUTCS, He CUMTasl TOTO, YTO OH I10-
TpaTUT GOJIbIIIe BpeMEeHH, yXaXuBas 3a Heil. Tak 4To oH He
MOT OTCTYITUTb.

CTroapt nosie3 B KapMmaH. Eciiv oH oTnacr eit KoJiplio, 1o-
MOJIBKA BCE PaBHO YTO COCTOMTCSI.

— He mory BBIHOCUTB, KOIla Thl I'pyCTHUIIb. Bo3Mox-
HO... — OH pazxain JlaloHb, YTOObI MOKa3aTb KOJIbIO. —
Bo3MoxxHO, 3TO 3acTtaBUT TeOSI YIBIOHYTHCSA. 3aBTpa OHO

OyneT TBOMM. Sl cCOBepIIEHHO YBEepeH B CBOEH CIO-
8 COOHOCTH YOeXKIaTh.



T'ony6ele mmaza Chlo3eH IIMPOKO pacaxHyauch. OHa
MOYTH 6€33BYYHO OXHYJIA:

— O, [peiik! B camom nene?

Crioapt KuBHyJ. OHa 0JaroroBeiiHO B3sIa KOJIBIIO
1, CJIOXKMB PYKM YallledYKOM, CTajia ero pacCMaTpUBaTh.

— OHO mpeKpacHO.

I'maza Cpro3eH CHOBa HATIOJIHWINCH CIe3aMU.

— A Teriepb BOo3Bpallaiicsl B 6aJbHBIN 3aJ1, Toporasi, MHa-
ye TeOs1 xBaTiATCsA, — IpousHec CTioapT, TPUKOCHYBIIMUCH
MaJbleM K ee Ty0am.

JleByI1Ka yIbIOHYJIaCh U IIPYXKaia KOJIbLIO K IPYIMU.

— VYBepeHa, 4TO TeTs COrJIacUTCS. A €CIIM HeT, MBI Cpa3y
Xe yoexuM. f caemnaio Bce, YTOOBI OBITH ¢ TOOOIA.

— Tax u 6yner, — kuBHysn Croapt. — Ho mo 3aBrpari-
HEro yTpa 3TO JIOJIKHO OBITh Halllei TaitHoi. TBoel TeTe 3To
MOXET He NMOHPABUTHLCS, & Mbl TOJKHBI AeJaTh BCe, YTOObI
MOJIyYUTH ee 0JIaroCI0BEHHE.

Chl03eH KMBHYJA, M €My IT0Ka3ajoch, YTO OHAa roTOBa
OPOCHUTBCS B €T0O OOBATHSI, TEM HE MeHee OHa TTOBEpHYIach
1 BBICKOJIb3HYJA 3a ABepb. CTioapT yiabIOayics, oKa oHa
He yIIJla, HO ellBa ABEpb 3aKpbliach, yrnaja B OJuxaiiiiee
KpecJo.

Bcs aTa ucTopust 0TYEro-TO 3acTaBiisijia ero YyBCTBOBATh
cebs1 kankuM. BoT OH, B3pOC/BIi 4e0BEeK, CUJIbHBIN Te-
JIOM U JIyXOM, BBIHYXX/I€H 00XaXKMBaTh HEOIBITHYIO IOHYIO
NEBUILY.

CTroapT TBepaui cede, YTo, eCIM Obl OH YK€ YHACIe10Bal
TUTYJI, MOJIOZIbIC JIEAW CTOSITM ObI B OYEpenr, OXMIasl ero
yXaxkiBaHUM, M OOIIECTBO aIrlJIOAMPOBAJIO ObI TOM, KOTOpas
ero noiiMaet. Tak 4To B ero AeCTBUSIX HET HUYETO HEOObIU-
HOTO.

Ho Crioapt moHuMat, 4to mjis Hero pasHuia ectb. OmHo
JIEJIO TIPOCTO XXEHUTHCS TT0 pacueTy, M COBCEM APYroe — Xe-
HUTBCS, TIOTOMY UTO MHAYe €ro XAEeT pa3opeHue.

OH TeprieTh He MOT, KOT/1a €ro 3arOHsUIU B YTOJI. 9



Ho xpe6uit 6b11 6poitieH. OH dakTrUuecKu caeia mpe-
JoxkeHue 1 otnan Chlo3eH KOJIbLIO MaTepu, EAMHCTBEHHOE,
YTO HE MpoAaJl, 1axe KOraa eMy MPUXOIUJIOCh COBCEM TYTrO
WIM TpeOOoBaloCh BIOXUTh AeHbIM B OYKBYI-TapK. XOTs
ceifyac eMy KasaJloch, UYTO OH IpoJaJl HEYTO ropasao 6oJiee
JIOPOTOE, YeM KOJIBIIO.

Cri0apT MOTAHYJICS K TpaduHy, CTOSIBIIEMY Ha CTOJIE.
HyXHo BBITUTH, TIPEXIE YeM TBITAThCSI 04apOBaTh CTapylo,
BopwiInByio TeTywiKy lllapnorty. Bo3amMoxHO, He moMelaet
Y BTOpasi MOPpLYs OpeHIN.

— Omna yuuia? boxe, aToMy peOeHKY MeCTO Ha ClieHe!

ITpu 3ByKax TpymIHOTO rojioca, B KOTOPOM 3By4YasIM Bece-
Jibie HOoTKHM, CTioapT efBa He MmorepxHyscs. [ToBepHyBIUCh,
OH CTaJl BCMaTPUBAThHCS B MTOJyMpaK:

— IMoacnymmBaere, Musiean?

— 1 He xoTesa, — TUXO paccMmesiyiach He3HaKOMKa, BbI-
XOJisl Ha cBeT. — Bcero imiiib McKajia YKpOMHBIH YTOJIOK, Te
MOXHO OBIJIO GBI OCTATLCSI HaeAMHE CO CBOMMU MBICIISIMU.
B 6ubnmoteke, Kak ImpaBUIO, TUXO, HE TakK JIN?

Terepnr CTi0apT XOPOIIIO €€ BUIEI, U €T0 MHTePEC K ITOM
JKEHIIIMHE BCIBIXHYJI MTHOBEHHO.

TeMHbIe BOJIOCHI B CBETE CBEYEl OTJIMBAJIM KPACHBIM Jiepe-
BoM. B j1okoHax cBepkaiu 6pusutaHThl. Koxka Oblia Takoi xe
30JIOTUCTOM, KaK IJIaThe, OTYETo ero TKaHb Kazaaach Mpo3pay-
Holi. CoOCTBEHHO rOBOPSI, OHA 1 ObLIA ITOYTH MPO3PavyHOI, KaK
CTaJIO BUITHO TeTlepb, KOTma KeHIMHA BCTajla Tiepe JTaMIION.
Ha ee muteun Oblia HAKWHYTA JUIMHHAS y3Kasl 1Iajlb, TPUTSI-
I'MBAIOIAsl BHUMAHUE K COOJIA3HMTENILHO TIOJTHOM TPpyau, IO
CPaBHEHMUIO C KOTOPOU TaJIusl Ka3ajaach 0COOEHHO TOHKOIA, a 6e-
JIpa — BOVCTUHY POCKOIIHBbIMU. OHa HEOPEXKHO MPUCIOHWIACH
K CTOJTy, TIOJIOXKWJIA pyK Ha Oenpa U roaHsuia ronosy. CTioapT
0CO3HaJI, YTO, He pa3myMbIBas, IIPY e MPUOTMKEHUY BCKOUMIL.

Ee nuio o3apuia ynbioka, HO 1 6e3 YIBIOKM OHO OBLIO

MpeKpacHo. XOTs JyKaBblii BUI MpUIaBal el He-
10 rnepegaBaeMoe O4apoBaHue.



— ITo-moemy, Mbl He3HAKOMBI, — 3aMeTJ1 CToapT, Io-
CUYMTaB, YTO B3POCJIbIC JaMbl HPABSITCS €My Kyna OoJiblie
IOHBIX JEBULL.

OuepenHasi TaMHCTBEHHAsI YJIbIOKaA.

— Her, He BcTpevanuch, muctep Jpeiik.

OH paccMaTpuBall €ée HEMHOIO IOJIbIIE, YeM TTO3BOJISUIN
TIPUJTNYIHS.

— ITonbiieH Tem, 4yTo BBl 3Haete, KTo s1. — CTIOApT T0-
cTaBuJ OoKas Ha cToy. — Kak Obl MHE XOTeIOCh OTBETUTh
BaM TeM xe!

— O, nymaro, paHO WIM MO3THO MBI Obl BCTPETUJIKCD.
Oo6mectBo B KeHTe B 3TO BpeMs Tofa He CIMUIIIKOM BEJIMKO.

B ee ronoce siBHO 3By4an npussiB. CTI0OapT ¢ TPYAOM Be-
PWJT CBOMM YIIIaM.

— 310 coBceM Hertoxo. A yacTo xejan Obl OrpaHUYUTh
CBO€ OOIIIECTBO BCETO OMHOI 0COOOIA.

HesHakomka BbIrHyJ1Ia OpOBb U COOJa3HUTEIBLHO 3aIIpO-
KUHYJIa TOJIOBY:

— Heyxenu! Kakoe Henpuinyue!

Ero xpoBb Kurmea oT Bo30yXIeHUs, 1 IOTOMY OH IIpu-
IIBUHYJICS 4yTh Oyike. OHa He OTCTynua.

— A BbI TI0OOUTE BCe HENPWIMYHOE?

OHa oTBeTHIIa TPYAHBIM CMEXOM:

— Jla, B Moei Xu3Hu ObIBaJIM CBoM IpukiodeHus. Ho
YTO MOAYMAET Ballla HapeyeHHas1?

OKOHYATeIbHO COUTHIN ¢ TONKY, CTI0OapT cHavyajaa HUKaK
He MOT MOHSITh, 0 KOM HUAET peub, HO MOTOM BcrToMHWIT Chlo-
3eH Tpatrep:

— Ona He MOsI HapeJyeHHas.

— Ho BbI cobupaerech Ha Hell XKeHUTbCS?

TauHCcTBeHHas HE3HAKOMKA HaMOTaJjla Ha Tajiel] OMIMHOKO
JIeXalllMi Ha T1IeYe JIOKOH.

— DTO yX MOe JIMIHOE IeJIO, He TaK Ju?

CTI0apT MPUCTOHWIICS K CTOJTY PSIIOM C Heit. OH
He XXeJjaj o0CcyXIaTh ¢ KeM-JIN0O CBOM CBaleOHbIE 1



rmaHbl. [1o3a He3HAKOMKHM TOAYEpKMBajia OYepTaHMS ee
rpynu, u CTioapT HEBOJIbLHO BOCXUTHUIICS OOOJIBCTUTEIbHBI-
MU (popMaMu.

3aragoyHas KeHIIMHA C KOKETJIMBOM YIbIOKOI HAKJIOHM -
JIa TOJIOBY.

— IIpocto nHTepecHo. OHa, TTOX0Xe, CYUTAET BaC CBOUM
XeHMXoM. S BocxmilleHa Ballleil cTOMKOCThIO. Tak perm-
TEJIbHO OTKAa3aThCsl cOexaTh ¢ Helt!

Crioapt yieioHysca. He Bce M paBHO, 0 YeM OHU TO-
BopsIT? OH HE MPUBBIK TaK OTKPHITO (hIMPTOBATh C HE3HA-
KOMbIMU XeHlimHamu. Ho ecnu oHa rorosa, moueMy Het?
Ecnu ero o00JbCTUT TAMHCTBEHHASI KPACOTKa, IO KpaiHei
Mepe, XOTb HAaCTPOeHUE HEMHOTO TIOTHUMETCSI.

Ero mpoBuHIIMaNbHAS CCBhUIKA HEOXMIAHHO ITOKa3a-
Jlach He CTOJb YX YyHbUIOH. Jlaxke ouapoBarh crapyio Ma-
nam JIpakoHuxy OyAeT He Tak MPOTHUBHO, €CJIM UMETh Ha
CTOpOHE 3Ty mpenecTHUlly. MIHTepecHO, oHa BOOBa WU
3aMyxXHss XeHiiuHa? WM mouyeMy, yept mobGepu, OHU He
BMIIETUCH paHblie?

— Kak Bamme nms?

Ee ynbioka noraca:

— BOT0 uMeeT 3HaueHue?

Cri0apT mocMoTpe eii B I1a3a:

— MHe xoTenoch Obl €ro 3HATh.

— Ilo-Moemy, MHOTIA BEIIM BPOJEe MMEH WJIU TTOJOXKEe-
HUSI COBEPILIEHHO He BaXKHBI, He HaxonuTe? Pa3Be He BakHee
BCETO Te XeJlaHUsI, KOTOpble MBI TaUM B cepauax? — Ipo-
erraga He3HaKOMKa, MPUCTAJIbHO TJIsIIS Ha Hero.

HeckobKO CeKyH/I OHU CTOSUTA COBEPILIEHHO HETTOABUK -
Ho. CTI0apT HE MOT MPUITOMHUTD, KOTJa TaK OCTPO OIILYILAT
MPUCYTCTBUE XeHIIMHBI. Korma erie B HEM ropesio Takoe
JKapKoe KeJlaHue K TOM, KOTOPYIO YBUIE BCETO NeCATh MU-
HyT Ha3an? OH XOTes ee TaK CTPacTHO, KaK HUKOTIA paHbIIe

He XOTeJI HM OJHY XEHIIWHY, W, €CJTM TOJIKO OH He
12 olImbaeTcsi, OHa TOXEe ero xorea.



— Bui ipaBbl, — npouenTtan CTioapT, IpUaABUTasich 0J11-
xe. — MIHoTIa 3T0 COBEPIIEHHO HE MMeeT 3HAUEHMUSI.

3a MrHOBeHMe Tepel TeM KaK UX I'yObl BCTPETWIIUCh, OHA
OTBEPHYJIACh U, Bes TTJIbLIAMU 110 TTOJIMPOBAHHOM TTOBEPX-
HOCTH CTOJIa, CTajia OTCTYIaTh.

— MHTepecHo, yTo BB BuauTe B neBymKe? OHa KaxeT-
cA... 9epecuyp HeBUHHOM?

Ilanb cioBHO ciyyaifHO COCKOJIB3HYJIA C ee Tjieda, U 3a-
BOpOXeHHBIN CToapT IIarHyJ cleIoM 3a He3HAKOMKOM
B 0oJiee TEMHYIO YacTh OMOJIMOTEKH.

— Hukorna He moHMMAaza, YTO My>KUMHBI BUIST B IETSIX.
41 HaxoXXy MX TAKUMU OTBPATUTEIHLHBIMU!

CTi0apT OCTaHOBWII €€, TTOMMaB KOHeII IaJid, TIPU 3TOM
€ro MaJyibIlbl KOCHYJIUCH ee Tuleya. He3HakoMka maxiyia yeM-
TO YYXXE3eMHBbIM M 3K30TMYECKHUM, HEe OOBIUHOI PO30BOI
BOMIO, KOTOPO OYKBaJIbHO MPOIMUTHIBAIOTCSI aHTIMACKUE
neBymku. EMy XoTesnoch y3HaTh, KAKOBBI Ha BKYC €€ TYObl,
Y BHE3aITHO OH 00e3yMeJT OT XKeJJaHUsI 3TO BBISICHUTb.

— BrI He pebeHoK.

— CoBepllIeHHO BEepHO, — paccMeslJlach OHa U TOTIbITa-
Jlach yiTH He obopaunBasick. Ho Ctioapt Tak v He BBIITYCTWIT
ee 11aJib, M TKaHb C IIIOPOXOM CITOJI3]1a TI0 €€ TIeyy.

— Kakoe npesnecTHoe miaThe, — 3aMETHJI OH.

Hesnakomka cnenana eie mar, v Iiajib HaTSHyJach Ha
ee Tese, 00prucoBaB cOOIa3HUTENIbHBIE U3rMObI. CTI0ApT OT-
ITyCTUJI 1Iajib, M Ta yIaja Ha Tojl. JKeHIIMHA OIJISTHYJIach,
IJ1a3a ee CBepKHYJIU.

— Cnacu60. Bam He moHpaBmiIach Mo mIajib. Sl Bo3b-
My ee.

— Paszymeercss, — mnpoGopmoTall OH M, KOCHYBIIVCH
MajbleM ee 3aThlIKa, MpoBe Mo cruHe. [ajer HaThIKaics
Ha ITyrOBUIIbI, KOTOpble CTI0ApT yXXe MOAyMbIBAJI paccTer-
HyTb. — He BBIHOIIY ee BUaa, — 3aBEPHUIT OH.

Jlerkast IpoXb coTpsiciia TUTEYM HE3HAKOMKMH,

u no BeHaM CTioapTa pa3jimjioch pacKajJeHHOE Xe- 13



snianue. OH CKOJIb3HYJI JIAOHSIMU TI0 €€ pyKaM, TIPUTITUBAsI
XKEHIIMHY K cebe.

Ho oHa MOJHMEHOCHO, OMHUM JIBUXEHHEM OCBOOOIM-
JIaCh OT €0 PYK M OTCTYMNWIIA, MPOMIs TpU KOPOTKUX IIlara
JIO TMBaHa.

— Pa3Be Bailia HeBecTa He X/IeT Bac? — IIYTJIMBO OCBENIO-
MUJIaCh HE3HAKOMKa.

CTi0apT, HUYYTh HE PACCTPOEHHbIN CKOPOCThIO, C KOTO-
poi1 OHa ero 0boJIbIIala, MOXal MIeYaMHU.

— MpbI He TTIOMOJIBJIEHBI O(DUILIMAIBHO.

OHa HaOuonana 3a HUM, TIpYM 3TOM Ha ee rydax urpaia
CTpaHHasI TTOJTyyJIbIOKa.

— BrI pazoObeTe ee cepiilie.

CTI0apT OCTaHOBWJICS M TITyOOKO B3IOXHYIT:

— He HamepeHHoO.

— Bor kak...

OHa KWBHYyJIa, TPallMO3HO OIyCTUJIACh Ha TWBaH, OTKM-
HyJIach Ha CIIMHKY U, 3aKWHYB PYKY 3a TOJIOBY, MPUHSLIACDH
UrpaTh CO CBOUMU BOJIOCAMMU.

— Ho BB He m00uUTE ee. B ee 00bATHS Bac TOJIKAET OMHO
JIMIIB KeJJaHue, He Tak Ju?

O, ero obypeBaJio XeJlaHhe K COBEPIIIEHHO IPYToil XKeH-
muHe! CKpy4rBaio y3J0M XelIyI0K, BOIIMIO B FOJIOBE, TPe-
Oys 3aBNaETh €10.

— BoBce Her.

OHa U3SIIIHO CKpecTusia HOTY, Ha MTHOBEHUE OOHAaXUB
CTPOMHYIO JIOTBIKKY.

ToHKwMIi 1IeaK MoaYepKrBal OYepTaHUsI ee HOT, TTPUKO-
BaBIIMX BHUMaHMe Crioapra. Heyxenu sta kKeHIIMHA BO-
00111 HE HOCUT OeJTbsi?

Cri0apT ycescsl Ha IMBaH PsIIOM C HEld:

— Yero BBI XOTeJN, KOTIa 3aTOBOPYIIA CO MHOM HECKOJTb-

KO MUHYT Hazazn?
14 — [To3HaKOMUTBCST, — KOKETIMBO YJIBIOHY/IaCh OHA.



CT10apT MOJIOXKUJI PYKY Ha CIMHKY IMBaHAa, U KOIaa ee
JINIIO 0KAa3aJIoCh B AIOKMME OT €ro JIMIIA, IMPOIIeITal:

— B takoMm ciyyae naBaiiTe y3HaeM Ipyr Apyra noOJvke.

— O, g yXe y3Haja Mpo Bac IOCTaTOYHO, — MPOBOPKO-
Bajia OHa.

CrTI0apT MOMBITAJICS 3aBJIAIETh ¢ Ty0aMK, HO BMECTO 3TO-
TO OHa ycrieJia MOoACTaBUTD IIEKY.

— BbnI yke mokazanu cebst TeM, KeM s Bac CUMTaa.

OH paccMmestyicsl U cTajl MOKYChIBaTh MOUKY €€ yXa:

— A Befib Beuep TOJIbKO HAUMHAETCSI.

OH yOpaj HeMOKOPHBIM JIOKOH, YINaBIIMI €il Ha IUIeYo,
00BeJ masiblieM BbIpe3 IiaThsl. Ho oHa ocTaHOBMIIA €T0 PYKY.

— CrTr0apT, KaK, Io-BaiieMy, TpaBaa i BCe TO, YTO BB
CJIBIIIIAJIA TIPO MEHST?

OH nomennun. Ee rpyab ObICTpO B3abIMajiach IO €TO
DYKOIA, HO IIYTJIMBBIX HOTOK B €€ rojioce 60Jibliie He ObLIO.

— He 3Halo, KTO BbI, — YXe& XOJIOJHEe MPOU3HEC OH. —
Yto BBl 000 MHE CIbIILIATN?

— BbI He 3HaeTe MOeTo MMEHU U BCe Xe, ToJlaraio, roto-
BBI OBJIaZIeTb MHOM, U CIeIaIi ObI 3TO, eCIu OBl S He OCTa-
HoBmIa Bac. Sl mpaBa?

OH He otBeTw1. OHA IIeBeIbHYJIACH U CTajla TEPEeThCs Oe-
JIPOM O €r0 BOCCTaBIIYIO IJIOTh.

— Bare MoiyaHue KpacHOpeuMBee CIIOB.

— Kto BBI? — TpeboBaTeIbHO CIIPOCHII OH, JIOXAach Ha
Hee. Ee mraza packpblIvMCh 4yTh IIMpPE, HO B3IJISIA TYT Ke
cTaj XeCcTKUM M HernpoHuriaeMbiM. OHa CJIOBHO 3acThlja.
N xots ourynieHue ee Teaa TOJIbKO 000CTPUIIO OBJIaJeBIIee
UM Xejnanue, CToapT MPOUTHOPUPOBAJ SMOIIMHU U TTOAIANICS
3aMo3aaJ10 HaxJIbIHYBIIUM MoA03peHusiM. KTo 3Ta XeHIurHa
U TI0YeMYy OHa 3[eCh, B OMOIMOTeKe, II0YeMy TaK CTapaeTcs
c00J1a3HUTH €ro?

— Yro BBl 000 MHE 3HaeTe?

— Kak xe, Ctioapt, — TUXO OTBETHJIAa OHA, — S
CJIbIIIaJIa O Bac HE MEHbIle, YeM Bbl — 000 MHE. 15
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