


SIpkoe coJHIle HAaCTOWYMBO ISUIMIJIOCh B OKHO. BuKa OTKphLIa
BOCTaJIeHHBIE I1a3a. [loxmenpHas rojoBa Tpemana He MO-JETCKU. A 4To
OHa XOTeJa: BOJIKa CO cie3aMu — roproydas cMecs! TyT He TONIBKO ronoBa
OomeTs OyIeT. ..

Psanom ¢ Helt nexxan Tot cambiit Cepekka, KOTOPOTO BUepa OHA
CPaBHMBAJIA C COJHBIIIKOM: BECHYIIYATOE JIMIIO, 30J0THUCTHIE BOJOCHI,
cBeTJIas yibeIOKa.

«Hy, u pa3Be He cONHBIIKO?» — ynbIOHYNach Bruka u mpobexa-
Jachk B3MIAA0M o KomHare. OHa-TO AyMana, 4To el MPHUCHUIICS CTpall-
HBII COH, B KOTOPOM €€ KH3Hb IIEPEBEPHYJIaCh C HOI Ha ronoBy. Ho Her,
9TO ObUI HE COH — HUUEro HE W3MEHMJIOCH CO BUuepamHero Bedepa. Ee He-
KOTJa JTI0OMMBII YeNIOBEK CIaj PsIoM C Opyroi, a oHa... OHa Toxe — ¢
IpyruM. BOT M 3akoHUMIAach WX JKM3HEHHAs 3IONes, KOTOPYK TOYHEe
MOYKHO OBIJIO Ha3BaTh XOKACHUEM 10 MyKaM. Tak JIETKO U IPOCTO.

«Ara, npome He ObiBaeT... OTMETHIM AEHb POXKICHMSA, HUYETO
HE CKa)KeuIb!»

JBanmate ceMb — He Kpyrias gata. Bpaun BooOre roBopuin e,
YTO OHA U 10 TPUHAALATH HE JOXKHUBET. A OHA JI0KHUJIA, U TI0KA YTO Ha TOT
CBET He cobupaercs. PaHo eil emie Tyna, paHO, HO U TaK KHTh... Tak
KUTh O0JbIlle HEBO3MOXKHO! BHKka 3T0 mpekpacHO MOHHUMANa, TOJIBKO U3-
MEHHMTh HUYETro He MOorja 10 BuepamHero Bedepa. Ho 3aTo Temeps Bce
Oyzer mo-gpyromy! Jlyumie nmu, Xyxe, HO o-apyromy. [a, geTsipe rona
MIPOCTO TaK M3 MaMATH HE COTpellb, HO U MpollaTh U3MEHyY... Jla Hu 3a
4yTO ¥ HUKOT/1a! XBaTHT, HaTEPIIEeNach: HY)KHO U O cede moaymars!

Buxka ¢ HexxHocThi0 mocMmotpena Ha cosmero Cepres. Uto ux
Jlanplie KAET, ONHOMY Oory M3BecTHO. B0O3MOXXHO, MPOCHYBIINCH, OH
CKa)KET: «M3BUHH, JOPOTas, HO MO-TIbIHU — He cuuTaeTcsa». nu: «rer —
Mo camasi OompInas ommoOKa», win...?» boib pe3anyna mo cepaiuy oct-
peIM HOKOM. U 3a urto eit Bce 3T0? Heyxenu y Hee Ha pojy HAIHMCAHO:
«OKUBU U My4aiicsi»? Hy nmouemy, mouemy Bce Tak HeCTIpaBEJIMBO B 3TOM
)ku3uu? Yem ke ona tak nepen borom mpoBuHumnace? Komy-To Bee, a
KOMY-TO — XpeH?

Omna nepeBena B3I/ Ha COCEHIOI0 KpoBaTh. TaM, co CBeTKkol B
00HMMKY, crian Banpka. BaHo, kak coBceM HElIaBHO OHA €ro Ha3bIBaJa.
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Bruiesana u3 mKypbl, 9YTOOBI €My Ha TIOPbMY TOCBIIOYKY OTIIPABHTb,
pyranack ¢ Matepbio. A cTtomno Ju? A Belb MUCAN, YTO, MOJ, IPHETY —
*keHtochb. OH el 1 U3 apMHUH TTHCa, 9TO JIOOUT, )KUTh 03 Hee HE MOJXKET,
MpUeaeT — KeHuTcs.. Ara, kak 061 He Tak! OH — MAaMCHBKHUH CBHIHOYEK,
eMy OT MaMbl HUKyna. 1 nepHyI ke ee 4epT ¢ STUM MPUIAYPKOM CBS3aTh-
csa! A ¢ Ipyroit CTOpOHEI, UTO €l ocTaBaiochk? XKaate npuHia Ha O6eIoM
koHe? CmemHo! Ecim ragxomMy yTeHKY OHA HE HYXKHA, O KaKOM TIPHHIIE
MOXeT uATH peub? [la kakas pa3HuIa, KOTo JIFOOUTh, TIPUHIIA HIIA HUIIIC-
T'O — JINLIb OBl YEJIOBEK XOPOIINH OBLI.

Banpka nmonauany Toke OBII HEIIOXOHM: HOCHII Ha pyKax, 3aBa-
JTUBaJ KOMIUTMMEHTaMH, HO, JI0 MOPHI IO BPEMEHH, ITOKa BBIOOpa Y HETO
ocoboro He Obu0. TouHEe, MOKa MPYrHX JICBYOHOK HE 3HAIL. A MOTOM?
IToToM-TO Bce m Hadanmock. KoMy 3axodercs MHBAIHUAHYIO KOJSICKY BO-
3UTh, €CII 32 HOPMAILHBIMUA MOKHO 1moberars. 11 Banpka Oerarir. ..

...Buka Tak sicHO MOMHHIJIa UX TEpBYIO0 BcTpeuy. Banbka Torma
MOXO0’ OBbIT Ha OECIIPU30PHHKA, YIMYHOTO MAIBYHUINKY, KOTOPOMY HErJe
OBIJIO TIOMBITECS U HEYETO OJIETh. 3acaleHHbIE BOJIOCHI, CTAPHIN PaCTAHY-
TBHI CBUTEp, 3aJlaTaHHBIC TPpsi3HbIC mTaHbl. OH ef Torma BooOIe He Io-
Hpaswics. BoT eciu Tonpko rnasa... I'ma3a y Hero Obutn OoubInve, Kpa-
cuBbie U HoOC... Her, He Tak. HOC! BHemHOCTEI0 OH CMaxWBall Ha TE€POs
MyJbThHIBMa «Kapiauk-HOCY, XOTS ¢ POCTOM y HEro BCe OBLIO B MOPSIKES
u ropOa He ObU10. OH HE 00JIaa)l TOH HE3EMHOM KpPacoTOM, Ha KOTOPYIO
3amajganu Obl qeBYoHKH. HaBepHOE, MMEHHO IMOATOMY OH BCeTa BO3Bpa-
miaJcs K Heit, a oHa? OHa ero nmoHWMaja u npoiiana, u0o eif, Kak U BceM
JIEBYIIKaM €€ BO3pacTa, TOXKe XOTeJIO0Ch OBbITh CHACTINBOM !

Buka criotHyna KoM, KOTOPBIH OI0Hpascsl K FOpIly, U BCEM Te-
noMm mpmwxkanack k Ceprero. Tobko ceifuac 10 Hee JOLUIO, YTO OHH Jie-
Kart, B 4eM Mama poauna. «O6a-Ha!» — momymana oHa. «A pa3Be Thl HE
9TOr0 XOTena?» — EXHUOHO CHPOCWI BHYTPEHHUHM rojoc. B mamarm
BCIIJIBIJI BECH B‘-IepaHIHI/Iﬁ JCHb.

...CHauama Bpone OBLJIO BCE HOPMAIBHO, MO3JIPABIICHUS CHINA-
JIUCH €O BcexX cTopoH. KarepuHa, cecTpa BOIOpOAHASA, aXKe KOCTIOMUYNK

noxapwia. A camoe riaBHoe, Cepreii camblil TIepBbIi mo3apasui. B 00-
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nieM, JieHb oOeman ObITh MHTEPECHBIM M HACHIIEHHBIM, HO IMPHEXal
OH...

VBan mosBMIICS Ha 1MOpore, KOrjaa yxe HUKTO HUKOTO HE XAl
Brepseble 3a uetsipe roga Buke xorenock, 4ToObl OH Mcue3, pacTBOPUIICA
B BO3JyX€e, Kak JbIM OT curapeT. Ho HeT, OH cTosuT mepen Hel M 4TO-TO
JOCTaBaJl U3 KapMaHa.

— D10 Tebe! — ckazanm OH, B3I €€ PYKY W BJIOXKHUI TyJla U4TO-TO
THUIIA HETIOYKH.

Panbie ona Ob1 ymMepia oT pagocTty, a ceivac... Buka, HakoHel,
pa3xaia JIaJoHb U YCTaBUJIACh Ha «I10apOK».

«[la-a, opurers! MHTEpECHO, HA KaKOW MyCOpKE OH €ro Halemn?
Xotb 051 He mo30puiIcs!» — OHa ¢ 00uIOH mocMoTpena Ha Bano.

— Uro, HpaBUTCSI? — yXMBUIBHYJICS OH.

«OH u BrpaBay nypak? Wnm Tompko npukuasiBaetcs? Her, Tod-
HO, Iypak!» — clenana 3akiroueHne Buka.

— Ara!

— OT0 s BYepa BO3JIe Mara3uHa Haiell, — ropao 3asBui BaHbka.

«Hopmansao! Het, yT00BI COBpaTh: MOJI, AEHET HET, IPHUILIOCH Y
MaMKH KOJIbe 3a0paTh, 4T00kI TeOe momaputh...» O0uaa cxana cepiie B
JKeJNe3Hble THCKHA. DTO BCE, YTO OHA 3aciyxwia? OmnsaTh OH mepen He
CBOM [JICLLIECBBIC IIOHTHI THET, @ OHA CHOBA HE MOXET CKa3aTh OTKPOBEHHO,
4YTO O HEM JaymaeT. BoT ceiiyac Obl MIBBIpHYJA €My B POXKY 3TO 3aJpH-
MAaHHOE «KOJbe» M MyCcTh JapuT, koMmy xoueT! XKenux Hamencs! A to
CHIUT U CMOTPHUT Ha 3Ty Oe3JenyliKy, Kak OapaH Ha HOBbIE BOPOTa, KaK
Oyaro el Huuero myume He papuwan! Tedy, ax camoli mporuBHO! Buka
3acyHyJa «OeclieHHBIN» moJapok moa noaymky. Kak ropoputcs: «C rina3
JIOJION, M3 cepana BoH!» DX, ecinu OBl MOXKHO OBLIO Tak ke U ¢ BaHbkoii
caenats! OHa OBl TOYHO 3aCyHYyJa €ro Tya, OTKy/a He BHIOPAThCS, U 3a-
Obl1a, Kak KOmIMapHbIi coH. Ho OH 3/1eck U yXe 0 4eM-TO XO4eT C Hel
noroBopuTh. Jlaxe He TPyIHO JoragaThes, o yeM. Kak Obl oHM ¢ MaMari-
KOil H1 mmdpoBanKCh, Bce TailHOE CTAHOBUTCS sIBHBIM. Hamuim, koro Bo-
Kpyr nanmbia o6Bectn. OHa JaBHBIM-IaBHO MOHsUIA, YTO €€ JIoOMMas
CBEKPOBYIIIKA HAlllIa B COCEJHEN JiepeBHe cebe yxaxepa, a Ternepb CITUT
Y BUIUT, KaK K HEMy mepeOpaTbes.

— S caymaro Te0s1, — Oe3pa3IMUHBIM rOJIOCOM CKasajia Buka, cta-
pasich BbAEpKaTh AucTannuio. Ho passe ¢ atum n6oMm cripaBumibes? OH



HE yCIeJl pyKy Ha Hee MOJIOKHTh, a OHa YK€ Ha JiomaTkax Jexut. Cua
€CTh — yMa He Hajo!

— I'oBopwu, uTO XOTEIN, — CHOBA HAIIOMHMJIA EMY OHA.

— MB&I ye3xkaem.

— CkaTepTblo JOpOXKKa! — ¢ BEI30OBOM YyJBbIOHYIach Buka.

— 41 yxxe paboTy Hamed.

— 51 3a Tebs pana!

Buke Tak He XOTeNOCh B 3TOT J€Hb BBICHATH oTHOIEHU:! Ho u
Tak OoJbIlIe HEBO3MOXKHO, €i Hajoeno ObITh KykioH. IlomyuaeTcs, 3axo-
TeJ — MpHeXajl, IOUrpaj, IOTOM IIOCaui B YIOJIOK, YT00 HUKTO HE YBO-
JOK... Mod, nmycTh CUIUT, chaeayrouero pasa xaet. Her, Tak He noiizer,
MYCTh CKaXeT el 371ech U ceifuac: Tubo oHu BMecTe, IH0o0. ..

— A s? — TIymo 3a7aBaTh BONPOC, Ha KOTOPHINA 3HACIIH OTBET, HO
el XOTeIoch ere pa3 yoeauThes, a BAPYT?

— Tw1? Buk, Hy He 3ajaBaii TyIible BOIIPOCH], — BaHbKa, risaasd Ha
Hee, BhIJep)Kal HeOOIBIIYIO May3y U CIIPOCHIL:

— U xax T6I ceOe mpeacTaBisenb Hally KU3Hb?

Buka oueHp 4acTO MpencTaBisia UX COBMECTHYIO >KM3Hb. Pac-
KJIapIBajia BCE MO IMOJIOYKAM M BPOJE M3 KaKAOH MpoOJieMbl HAaXOIUIIa
Bbixod. Ho ceituac... Ceiluac Banpka 3actan ee Bpacmiox. B naHHbIl
MOMEHT OHa He 3Haja, YTO eMy OoTBeTHTh. CKa3aTk, 4TO caMa CIpPaBHUTICH,
3TO PaBHOCHJIBHO TOMY, YTO BCTaTh U MOWTH. Jla, OHA XOIUT MHOTJA, HO
TOJIBKO BO CHE. A JKM3Hb — HE COH, TaK YTO HHKOr0 He oOMaHelIb, a ce0s
ocobenHo. Jla Buka u He codupanace Hukoro ooMansBate: JILI1! dakr
Hanuuo. OHa Takas, Kakasi €CTb M BpSJI JIU B €€ )KM3HHU UYTO-TO MIOMEHSET-
ci. Ox, Banbpka... Ceituac onsite HauHeTcs: «Thl HE CMOXKEUTb POAUTD, HE
CMOXeIIb 32 PeOCHKOM yXaXuBaTh». OHHM CTO HATBAECAT pa3 00 3TOM
TOBOPWJIM U 4TO TONKY? Hu OHa, HM OH HE OCMEIHMBAIOTCS IEPBBIM Pa3o0-
pBaTh 3TH OTHOUIEHHsS, HO, BUANMO, BpeMs MpuIuio. Buka mocmorperna
Ha POJHOTO U B TO K€ BpeMs yXKe UYyKOT'0 YeJIOBEKa U MOKaa IedaMH.

— Bor u 51 He 3Ha10, — Ge3pazaIMYHBIM roJ0COM cKa3al MBaH.

— Ham Hamo Obw10 paccraThbest YeThIpe Tojia Ha3aj], KOr/ia Bbl Me-
HSl CO CBOEW Mamaliel 3acTaBuil abopT cJeNiaTh, — CKBO3b CJIe3bl IIPOro-
Bopuia Buxka...

— Buxk, THI 4TO, ONATH IIaYeib? — HEOXKUAAHHO cripocui Ceprei,
KOTOPBIX TOJBKO YTO TpocHyncsa. — Hy, Tbl wero?



— Ja, Tak... — xjronas HocoM, oTBeTwia Buka. — He oOparaii
BHHMAaHUS.

— Kak at0: He oOpamaii? — yaeioHysncs Cepexka. — Buepa xe-
HUTBLCS Ha ceOe mpeyiarana, a CeroaHs. ..

«Tocnogu!» — noxgymana Buka u cTeianuBo npukpbLia auno. Kak
e el ceifuac OBUTIO CMENIHO M CTHIIHO! 3aTO BUEpa CMENOCTh TaK U Iep-
mIa...

Bce nonmyumnock kak-to camo coboii. HenaBHo, Ha 0HOM 13 Be-
YEPUHOK, OHa, ¢ moMoInblo Exarepunsl nmpusnanace Cepere B JHOOBH,
TOYHEE B TOM, YTO OH €U HpaBUTCS. Y HEro, KOHEYHO, CHayaja BOJIOC Ha
rOJIOBE BCTaJl, HO IOTOM CHOBA IPHHSUT NPUBBIYHOE NoNIokeHue. U ¢ ka-
0¥ BeITUTOM cTomnkoit Cepreit monuMain, 4yTo Buka He Takas y»K U He-
00bIYHas, KaK KaXXETCs] Ha IEPBBIN B3MIIA. A BUepa, MOCTE ero CTPACTHO-
TO TIOIENysI, OHa BOOOIIe MpeIOKMIa eMy Ha cede )KeHUThCS, M OH CKa-
3all, 4TO MOyMaeT.

«uTepecno, nongyman?» — Buka nocmotpena Ha Ceprest BUHO-
BaThIM B3IJIA0M. Eil BCOOMHWIACh MX IEpBasl BCTpeua, IZAE-TO OKOJIO
MecsIa Has3azn,

...Cepexxka TOHpaBWICA €il cpaszy. «IJTO ke Hajo Obuio», —
ynbiOHYNnacke Buka. A kak 31ech He yIbIOHENIbCs, Takoe HadaHTa3Hpo-
BaTh. OHa NpeKpacHO 3Haia, 4yTo OT ExaTepuHBl YTO YroAHO MOXKHO
oxxunatb. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3, ¢ AHIOTKHHBIX CJIOB, OHa TIOHUMaJa, 4ToO €e
CeCTpeHKa Iepennia Bce rpaHuisl. [Ipuberas k Hell B roctr, AHs, JOUKa
Karepunsl, pacckasbiBaia, 4To y HUX OoMku >xkuByT. Ilepen rmazamu
cpa3y BCTaBaJla KapTUHKA: TpsI3HbIE M BOHIOUHME MYXXHUKH, KOTOpHIE Jla3a-
10T TI0 MoMoikaM. HeykTo ee moOmMas cecTpeHKa AOKaTUIach 10 pPyd-
ku? C Tps3HBIMH OOMKaMH B OJHOM jnoMme xkuBeT? WMmm AHIOTKa Bpetr?
JIro60mBITCTBO pa3birpasioch B Hel He Ha UIyTKy. CerogHs oHa TOYHO
yroopuT [lamky cBo3uth ee Ha Benuke K Karepune B roctu. Bot Torna
u nmocMotput. U mocmotpena Ha cBoro rosnoBy! M mmagmeHpKux nHOTA
HaJ0 CIIyIIaThCs. DTO OHA ceiivac MOHMUMAET, a Toraa... Torna Buke Obi-
i 10 GoHaps Bce [TalKUHBI peaynpekIeHNS, YTO, MOJI, Y BEIHKA KO-
jeco ciaboe, YTO OHM MOTYT IepeBepHyThcs. OHa Belb €CIM peLInia,
3Ha4YMT pemrnia. Yepes naTHaaaTh MUHYT BukTopus cunena y cectpeH-
K1 Ha auBaHe. VIM ObIO, YTO Jpyr Apyry pacckazatb. Y Ekarepussl B
OouepeqHON pa3 He CIOXKUIACh CeMeiHas *u3Hb. T0 M eil momanarTcs
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OJHH KO3JbI, TO JIX OHA XO03siKa HUKYObIITHAA. Ho (1)aKT B TOM, 4TO OHa
CHOBA Pa3oIlIach M BEPHYJIACh K CBOEH MaMallke, y KOTOPOH BCEraa, KaK
y narthlma: XpeH na ayma. Kak 01 TaM HE OBLTO, B TECHOTE, Aa HE B 00H-
ne. 1 xenux yxe Hamencsi: Katbka — Takod TOBap, KOTOPBIM JOJT0 HE
3anexuBaerca. He To, uto ona, Buxa...

— A T8I Bce o MBanymke coxnems? — ynpiOHynack Katepuna.

— Ja momren on! — ormMaxHynack Buka. Bot u ee ouepenp npu-
Iia Tynry U3IMBaTh, HO TYT XJIOMHYJA BXOAHAs ABepb. B KomMHaTy BO-
IJTH JBa MY>KHKA MPUSATHONH BHELITHOCTH.

— DTO0 HalllM KBapTUPAHTHI, — 4yTh CIBIIIHO NoscHUIa KaTepuna
u obpartminack k Cepexke:

— 3HaKoMbCs, 3TO Mos cecTpeHka Buka. A 3to Cepreii!

— QOuens npusTao! — yneiOHynacs Buka n nogymana: «Ecim 310
OOMXXH, TO S UCTIAHCKHUH JIETUHUKY.

Ona B3moxHyna ¢ obinerdeHneM. CiaBa Oory, ee omaceHHs He
noaTBepAWwInck: Ceperkka HOPMAabHBIA MYKHK, TOJIBKO IIEOYTHOH Ka-
KoW-To. IIposeTen BUXpeM M0 KOMHATE U HCUE3, JaXKe €l pyKU HE MOKall.
Buaumo, oH Tak ke, Kak 1 HEKOTOpPbIE, CTOPOHHUTCS TaKUX JIFOAEH, Kak
OHa, HO el He IPUBBIKATb.

— YV 1ebs ¢ HUM cepbhe3H0?

Karepuna, ynbibasce, moxkama rmiedamud. Mon, TOXHUBEM, TIO-
CMOTPHUM. A JIOJITO CMOTPETH U He NMpuiiock. To, uro Cepexka ee cyab-
0a, Buka noHsna cpa3y, Ha 0OpaTHOM ITyTH JIOMOM, KOT/Ia CJIeTeNa C Be-
nocuriena, mpobopo3nuB mioM acansT. [a Tak, 4To aXk HCKPHI C TIa3
nochInayiuce! JIBe MIMIIKK, COApaHHOE NI, puHral... B obieM, Mama
ponHas eiBa y3Haia. JlanHo, XOTh 1I€0 HE CBEpHYJIA Ja C MO3TaMH OCTa-
Jack.

D10 ceifyac el cMelHo, a Toraa... Torma, BUAUMO, ee OOr Haka-
3al1, 94TOOBI B UYXKYIO CEMBIO HE Jie3Jla, a OHA BCE paBHO 3amoizia. Bep-
Hee, Karepuna ee mompocuna HaidTi Ooraroro >keHuxa. A kak xe Cep-
reil? Cepreil efl yxe NOOHAAOEN, Ja U YTO C HEro B3ATh: HU KOJA, HU
JIBOpa, K TOMY >Ke TJI0TKa IyxeHas. Ho Buka ¢ aTiM Oblta He coracHa —
B CEMbE MHOTO 3aBUCHUT OT JKeHIIWHBI. A Karepuna BeimuBana ¢ Cepex-
KOI HapaBHe, TaK YTO TYT €Il KaK IIOCMOTPETb. ..

— Boort, Tak yxe myumie! — riusas Ha Buky, cHOBa ynbIOHYJCS
Cepreii. — [Toobemaii MHe, 9TO ThI HE OyIe1Tb OOJIBIIE MIIAKATb.



— IlonpoOyto, — moobemana Buka. — [Ipocto oueHb OOJNBHO...
3Haelb, CKOJBKO 5 AJ1s1 Hero cAenaia, a oH? MokHO OblIo OBl HE TaauTh
B yIIly, a IPOCTO paccTaThbcsl, TAK HET XKe. ..

—Yro ¢ mypaka Bo3bpMenb? — Ceperkka ¢ OTBpAIICHUEM B3TJISTHYIT
Ha MapoyKy Ha COCEAHEH KpoBaTH M Kpemue oOHs1 Buky. OH npekpacHo
MOHUMaJI, YTO Y Hee TBOPHUTCS ceiuac TaM, BHYTPH, IOTOMY YTO caM He-
JaBHO MEpPEeXHs MperaTeabcTBO JII00UMMON keHuHbBL. Hy na, uMeHHO
mrobumoii. Karepuna 3amana emy B Iymy, Kak TOJBKO MOSBHIIACH Y Ma-
TepH, I7Ie OHU ¢ MyXXKHMKamMy cHUManu xaTy. OHa Toraa eie Oblia 3aMy-
’KEM, TaK 4YTO OH Ha €€ CepAle He NPETEeHI0Ball: HE NPUBBIK OH UY)KUX
JKeH co0NIa3HATh, He MPUBHIK. Ho cyanba eMy BIPYT yIBIOHYIACh: B OIHMH
npeKpacHbIil 1eHb ExarepuHa mpuexaia U cka3ana, YTo pa3Bejiach C My-
xeM. BoT 3mech-To Cepekka pemmia: 9To OBl €My HU CTOWJIO, HO OH
nmoObeTcs 9ToM XKeHIUHBL. M mobwmiics, gaxke paHpire, geM oxuaain. Ox-
prUICHHBIN 11000BBI0, Cepreil BCSIUECKH MBITAICS BEICTPOUTH CBOM XpyI-
KWW MHUPOK, KOTOPBIH IJIABHO JTOJDKEH OBLI MepepacTH B KPETKYIO CEMBIO.
HMeHHO Takyro, Kak y poAMTENeH, Beb O HEW OH Tak A0Aro Meytail. U
HEBa)XHO, 4T0 y Exarepunsl ecTh 104b, OH OyneT JOOUTH €e, KaK Poj-
Hyto. U Bpoje Bce ke Obu10 Xopomno. Cepreit OblT TOTOB 3aBsI3aTh TJIOTKY
Ha Kpenkuil y3en, Ho KarepuHna...

Exatepune, TO 11 OT CKyKH, TO JIU OTTOTO, YTO IO XHU3HU TaK HE
BE3€ET, NEPUOJUYECKH XOTEIOCh BBIUTh. HeT, 10 ankalikuy el ewe nane-
KO, HO TIepe/i CHOM Napy pPrOMOYeK MPOMYyCTUTh — 3TO 3arpocTo! A passe
moOuMoi keHIHEe oTKaxems? Bor Cepexkka u men Ha moBoay y Exa-
TepuHbl. [louT Bce 3apabOTaHHBIC ICHBI'M YXOMIM HA BOJAKY, a OCTaBa-
JMCh KOMEWKH, KOTOPBIX €/1Ba XBaTaso Ha xyed. ItuM-to Katbka u Obuia
HEIOBOJIbHA, ynpekas CepexxKy, 4TO OH HE MOXXET CEMBIO MPOKOPMHUTH,
YTO €l TaKOU MY>KUK He Hy>KeH. OHH TO CCOPUIIUCH, TO MUPUIINCh U TaK
MOTJIO TIPOAOIIKATECS OECKOHEUHO, HO... OIHAXK/IbI BEYEPOM, HUYETO HE
ckazaB, EkarepuHa ymia u3 qoma, a BepHyJach yrpoM. UM He omHa, a C
MyxurHOH. Cepreil 1oiro He MOT MOBEPUTH, YTO B 3TOM KU3HU MOXKET
OBITH BCE TaK MPOCTO: CETOMIHS C OJHUM, 3aBTpa — ¢ ApyruM. HeyxTo Bce
6a0b1 oguHakoBbie? Viu oH poskeil He BbImen?

Cepreif BCIOMHMJ CBOIO MEPBYIO JI0O0BB, KOTOpas oderana ero
JOXKNIAThCSI M3 apMHUH, HO HE JOXJAanach. Toraa oHH ObLTM MOJIOBIE,
rIyneHbkue, a ceitdac? Ceituac BpoJzie ObI ToJIOBa MO APYTOMY MBICIIHT,
YK€ XOUeTCs CEMbH, JETHIIIEK. . .



— O gem 3agymancs? — 9yTh CIBIIIHO cupocuia Buka. Eif oueHs
XOTEJIOCh MPOYHUTATh €r0 MBICIH, HO OHA He SICHOBUAsImAs. OTINYHTH
XOPOIIIETO YeJI0BeKa OT MIIOXOT0 — 3TO 3aMPOCTO, a BOT, YTO OH TyMaerT. ..
Ee Tak 1 moagMBIBANO CIIPOCUTH: JKaJeelh, YTO CO MHOM B TOCTENb Jier?
Wnm uimenib crnoco0, Kak aydile OTBS3aThCsl, YTOOBI He 00uIeTh? B ro-
JIoBe ObLTA Takas MEIIaHWHA MBICIIEH, YTO cefiYac caMblil OIBITHBIN TICH-
XOJIOT XpeH OBl pa3o0parcs.

— Jla Tak, HM 0 4yeM, — 3aayMuuBO OoTBeTHI Cepreil u mocMoTpen
Ha Jacel. — BecraBats nopa.

Yto0BI HE 00MAeTh BUKY, OH HAKPBHUT €€ TYOBI HEXXHBIM JTOJITUM
TOTIEeTTyeM.

OTOT AeHb TAHYJCS, KAK OCEHHSS Ipsi3b 3a Horamu. Ha myme Tak
K€ XOJIOHO, CEpO M HEHACTHO. Takoe OIIyIeHne, CIIOBHO Te0s ciydaii-
HO YPOHHJIM B CaMylo OOJBIIYIO JTYXY, BEIBAJISUIU B TPsI3H, & TIOMBITH 3a-
obun. U Teneps cuammbs U oOTekaemb. «BoT 310 neHp pokaeHus!» —
cHoBa moxymana Buka. Hexemo Hazaq oHa OBl HM 32 9TO HE MOBEpHIIA,
YTO 3TO MOXET ¢ Hel mpouzodTu. Ho Beap mpouszonwio xe. M ¢ atum
HY>KHO KaK-TO KHTb. «XOpOIIO0, XOTh PsiIoM cecTpeHka. EcTh, KoMy BBI-
CKa3aThCs, C KeM IOIUIaKaTh U mocMesTbesa». Cuas y Karepunel B komHa-
Te, Buka BcrmoMUHaIa BUEPALLHIOK IPOTYJIKY O JIyHOMH.

...0T10 % Hajao Owui0! Hy, a uTo xota 3a XBocT TAHYTh? Eli x0Te-
JIOCh BBISICHATH BCE W Cpa3y, Kakme 4yBCTBa K Hed muraeT Cepexka H
MUTaeT Ju BooOIie. BOoT oHa B HEro npakTU4YecKH BIIOOWIACh. A OH?

— Cepex, a 51 TeOe XOTh UyTh-4yTh HPABIIOCH? — HE OXKUAAS OT
cebs1, cipocuiia Buka u TyT jke mpuUKycHiia SI3bIK, HO OBLIO YK€ TIO3THO.
CrnoBo — He BopoOel, BpUIETENIO — HE ToWMaeIb. Jla ¥ 4To ero JIOBHTH,
CMEJIOCTH K€ TIOJTHBIC IIITaHbI!

— Ecnu Ol HE HpaBUIIaCh, HE 1IETIOBAN ObI.

— A TbI OBI XEHIJICS Ha MHE? — TIPOJIOJDKAIA HAacTynaTh Buka.

— He 3naro, Hago mogymars, — pactepsuicsi Cepreit. Takoro moBo-
poTa oH HUKak He oxkunan! Jla, oH U mpaBaa MHOTA YK€ 33 yMbIBaeTCs
0 xeHuThOe. Kak-HUKaK, a TOABI UAYT, MOpa OBl M JETUINKAMH 003aBO-
nuThes, HO ¢ Karepunoii He nonyumiock. OH BOOOIIE B JKEHIIMHAX Pa3-
oJapoBaics. A MOXKET, Ta camasi TIOKa €IIe MPOCTO He HAIIAch?
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— A s Obl BbIIILIA 32 TeOs... — He yHUManach Buka. — [laBaii mo-
npoOyeM, MOXKET YTO-HUOYAb U MOIydUTCs?

— A MoxHO TomymaTh? Takue gena Tak CXooy HE PEelraroTcs.

— 51 moHuMaro, He KaX/Iblil TOTOB TaKyl0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTh Ha Ce-
051 B34Th, H3BHHM.

— TeGe He 3a 4yTO U3BMHATHCSA, Bce OyneT Xopoo! — MpOroBOpPHB
310, Cepekka CKIIOHWICS M TorenoBanl Buky. He moromy, 9To oHa ero
nonpocuia. EMy caMmoMy Tak 3aXx0Tenocs.

Kap npoxaruics 1o BceMy Tely U CIyCTHICSA B HU3 XKHUBOTa. Tak
ee elle HUKTO He IIeJIOBaJl, TAKHE CTPACTHBIE MOIETYH OHA TOJIBKO B KHHO
u Buaena. Ei, kak 1 BceM OOBIYHBIM JIEBYIIIKAM, XOTEIOCh, YTOOBI €€ TO-
JK€ LIEJIOBajd — CTPacTHO, HEXKHO, kapko. HaBepHoe, Banbka neiicTBu-
TEJTHHO MPaBAy TOBOPHII, YTO HE JIOOWT ee, a OHa, TypodyKa, He XOTela B
sT0 BepuTh. Celfuac Buka cpaBHMBaa ce0s co crsimiel mapeBHON, KOTO-
PyIo TIPUHII MTOLIENOBAN M OHa MpOcHyachk. Cepekka CIIOBHO pa3Oyaui ee
CBOUM TIIOIIETTyeM OTO CHA, U3 KOTOPOTO OHa cama OblUla HEe B COCTOSIHUU
BEIOpaThCSL.

Haxkomner, smomun ynerinch, HO Buka Bce He MOTIIa ITOBEPHUTH,
YTO 3TO UMEHHO C HEeW MpoucXoauT. Buaumo, He 3ps oHa Bepuwiia, 4To
T/Ie-TO Ha 3TOW OTPOMHOM 3eMJiie XOIUT-OPOIUT ee TOJOBHUHKA.

— I'me »xe TBI Tak monro OBUT? — MPUKUMASCH K €r0 PyKe MIEKOH,
4yTb CJBIIIHO CIIPOCHJIa OHA.

— JKun Ha ceBepe ¢ OCJIBIMU MHUIITKAaMU, — IIyTs, OTBETHI Cepex-
ka. Kak ObI CTpaHHO 3TO HH Ka3aJIOCh, HO TaK CIIOKOWHO W XOPOIIO €My
yKe IaBHO He ObLIO.

OHU 1M AOMOW CaMOM JTMHHOW JOPOTOHM, M KaKIbIH U3 HUX
XOTeJ, YTOOBI 3Ta AOPOTa HE 3aKaHYHBAJIACH.

JloMa ux BCTpeTWsIH Bce Te K€ JHla. BaHbKa yXe BOBCIO 3aKH-

Maicst co CBETKOM, Tak 4To eMy ObLIo 10 (hOHAps, UTO TBOPUTCS Yy Buku
Ha JyllIe: OHU K€ paccTaluch. BUKe K€ Ka3aloch, YTO INE-TO BHYTPHU
COpBAJIO KpaH, M TENeph Clie3bl TeKIH OecripectaHHo, a Cepreil X BBITH-
pan. Ha atoT pa3 Buka mmakana BooOmie He u3-3a MBana, a u3z-3a Onex-
KW, OpaTHUIIKK, KOTOPBIA CIyXui B apmuu. «Ecnu Obi OB OH JJOMa, TO
TouHO BaHbke Mopmy Obl HAOMI!» — MoyMana oHa M BCIOMHUIIA TOT ca-
MBI JICHb, KOTJIa OpaTa MpoBOXKaIM B apMui0. BTopoii pa3, moToMy 4to
MepBBIH MO0 OKa3aycs KoMoM, oo Onexke moBesno. BoT cMexy-To
11



OBLIO: MaTh €My TaKHe MPOBOJBI OTrpoOxaiia, CJIe3bl HeNesro JIuia, a OH
B3I U BepHyJicsi. Ckazan, uro ObUT mepedop U Temepb TOJIBKO OCEHBIO
3a6epyT. Kak Onexxka ¥ TOBOPHI, OCEHBIO MPHIILIA ITOBECTKA. MaTh CHO-
Ba HaKpbUIa CTOJ. B 3TOT pa3 cobpanuck Bce Oim3Kkue, BHIIMIM U pa3o-
nunck. Ho Onexky 3To He yCTpOWJIO: OH NMOCIEAHHE JEHBKH Ha Ipax-
JaHKe, TaK YTO OTOPBAaThCS HAJAO0 IO MOJHOHM Mporpamme, a Kyaa 0e3 Jiro-
6umoii cectpeHku? BoT u mopanuck OHU BO BCE TSKKHUE: IONEPIUCH J0-
Moii k Tete Tamape, TaM XOTh Ha FOJIOBE CTOM, HUKTO M CIOBA HE CKaXeET.
Crormka 3a CTOIKOM, CTajll BCIIOMHUHATBCS MpeXHHE o0uabl. BoT yxe u
Buxka miager, Ho He IOTOMY, 4TO OpaT B ApMUIO YXOIMT. 3a HUM OHa 3aB-
Tpa TMOIUIaYeT, a celyac el 0OMaHO, YTO JFOOMMOTO C HEeW PSIOM HET.
Uro oH B ouepenHON pa3 oT Hee oTkaszancs. 1 Ha 3TOT pa3, BUAMMO, BCe-
pBe3: YKe MOITOpa Mecslia He BUAATCS M BCE M3-3a TOr0, YTO OHA 3aX0Te-
Jla CaMOCTOATENbHO XuTh. Hy, Hamoeno et 31o oOmexuTHe, Hamoeno!
Kpuk, mym, ram! Hu ymbITbCS,, HU TOAMBITBECS, @ CaMO€ TJIABHOE, XOTb
JecsTh pa3 Ha ACHb yOupail, Tonky Hukakoro! Jla eme m3-3a Kakoro-To
XapdeHKo, COXXHTENS CBEKPOBH, ToJ0710M cueTs? Hamoemno!

Ha totr MmomenT Buka nmeHHO Tak cumtana. CoOpaB CBOM BeIllH,
OHa yIIIa K MaTepy B HaJleXK/e, UTo yke 3aBTpa Ban npuaer u npeasno-
JKUT il CHATh KBapTupy. K coxaneHuro, 3Toro He ciydniock. bada ¢ Bo-
3y — KoObute Jerde! BoT Tak M 3aKOHYMIICS WX TEPBBIA, TOPHKUN OIIBIT
COBMECTHOM KM3HHM, 0 4yeM Buka MHOIrJIa O4eHb »Kajiejia, HaJl YeM B TOT
Beuep u makaia. Hy, a Onexxke moJ rpagycoM MOpe MO KOJIEHO: PeIIuI
3a BCE CECTPYXHHBI cje3bl Banbke Mopay HabuTh. BOT TOJBKO CHITBI CBOU
HE paccyuTal — HO)KEHbKH MbSHEHbKU HE JOHECIIH.

— Kak e 1 3a HUM COCKy4YMs1ach, — eJie CAep>KHUBas Cle3bl, Mpo-
roopmiia Buka. — beut 061 0H oMa. ..

— He mepexwuBaii, ckopo mpuner, — ynplOHynack Exarepuna u
CHOBa MpHCOcAIach K Kpy>KKe ¢ Boaoil. — OX, Kak XOpOIIO BOAUYKA MBET-
ca! Xouemn?

Buka MoTHy71a ron0BOM.

— Buk, ny xBarur, a? [loHnmaro, HEPUATHO, HO HE CMEPTEIIBHO.
3Haenrb ke MOroBOpKy: «UTo HU JenaeTcs, Bce K JIyqiemMy»?

— 3naro. MHe Hazto OBLIO paccTaThbCsl C HUM €lle TOr/a, KOra ero
Mamalia ToBe3jia MeHsl Ha abopT, — CHOBa BCIIOMUHAS BECh KOIIMap, KO-
TOPBIN el MPHUIIIIOCH MEPEXUTh, BiKa MIMBITHYIa HOCOM. — DTO HAJI0 XKe
TaKoe CKa3aTh, 4To 5 3aTamuia Baneky Ha cebs! ['epokakmnna Hamnmm!
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— DTO KTO TaKoe cka3an?

— Ters Po3a, mamans ero.

— Ta moxet, — Karepuna rpycTHo yibiOHymach. — Kak Thl BOOO-
e ¢ HUM CHIOXajach? Sl IOMHIO, OH KaK-TO MPHE3Xal K HaM B TOCTH, a
THI OT HEro IIapaxanachk.

...IlpaBay roeopsT: «JI060Bb 371a — momoOuIs 1 ko3ial». Ho
Toraa eme Buka He 3Hama, uro BaHbka Ko3en u momoOuiIa OHa €ro He
cpasy. [locne nx nmepBoil BCTpeyn OKOJIO rojia MpoIuio, Npexae YeM OHU
CHOBa yBHUAENUCh. Kak-To CTpaHHO BCE MONy4HIIOCH: BaHBKHMHA ABOIO-
ponHas cectpa MHHeCKa cka3ala, 4TO €€ TeTyllIKa Kylia B UX JEPEBHE
JIOM U YK€ TOYTH Tepeexana. A Ha cleayloluiil 1eHb K HUM B «HETpH-
TAHCKHM KBapTam», rae Bruka Ha TOT MOMEHT oOuTana, 3arisiHy] OH U
nompocuil Boguyku. CIOBO 3a CJIOBO, pa3roBOPHIINCH... [lorom Ha Hee
oOpymIniIcs MIKBaJl KOMIUTMMEHTOB, KOTOpbIE €i, HaBepHOe, elle HUKTO
He rosopui. Hy, a oHa, nypa, passecuna ymu. [lorom Buka u oiikHyTh HeE
ycmena, kak Banpka ee momenoBan. C sToro Bce M Hadanock. Kakas-to
Oe3yMHas BOJIHA CTPACTH 3aXJIECTHYJA €€. «A BIPYT BCE HOIYUUTCI?» —
nogyMasia OHa M OTAajiach BO BJIACTh CBOMM YYBCTBaM, KOTOpBIE pa30y-
HIeBaJINCh B HEH He Ha WyTKy. HaBepHOe, BOEpBBIC B KU3HU €U HE HAZ0
OBLJIO IPUTBOPATHCS, a CAMOE TIIaBHOE — HE Ha/I0 OBUIO OOMaHBIBATh ce0s
M BCEX OCTaJBbHBIX, 4TO BaHbKy OHa J00UT, Kak apyra. Het, oH eii Obu1
naneko He npyr! Jlns Hee oH Toraa ObLI CaMbIM JKETaHHBIM MY>KYHMHOHN Ha
ceere. Hy 1 4TO, 4TO OH Ha HECKOJIBKO JET ee Miaame? B sku3Hu Besakoe
OniBaeT. U Benb AEWCTBUTENLHO, TO, 4TO MBaH I11en eif HaBcTpedy, s
Hee OBUIO XOTh U MaJE€HBEKOM, HO 1To0e 0!

bnaronapst UnHecke oHu ¢ BaHbKOW BCTpeYalluCh MOYTH KaXKIbIi
JIeHb, a IOTOM H BoBce Buka nepebpanach k VHKe: BOABOEM Jerde JsIMKY
TAHYTh. Jla, ee HUKTO He 3acTaByisul, Kuja Obl IoMa, TaM BCer/a ObLIO
yTo noects. Ho passe xe B exe cuactbe? Jlyumie oHa OyzaeT ecTh 1Ba pasa
B JIeHb, 3aTO OyZeT ce0sl 4yBCTBOBATH IOJIHOLIEHHBIM 4eJIOBeKOM. A MH-
HEecKa ee UMEHHO TaK W BOCIpUHHUMaia. J[a U He TOJIBKO OHA, HO U BCE
Bukuzbl 3HaKOMBIE, KpOME Marepu. MaTh ke K HEM OTHOCWJIACh KaK K
[BETKY WIH K XMBOTHOMY: HaKOpMJIEHA, 4HCTas, yXOKeHHasd. UYTto eime
Hy)kHO ee mouepu? Tompko Buke He xortenmoch Muputhes ¢ 3TuM! OHa
Takas ke, kak Bce! Hy u uto, yTo OHa Ha Koysicke? Takoe MOXKET ¢ Kax-
JBIM CITy4UTBCSI, M UTO, IPATATHCS TEMEPh B UeThIpex cTeHax? OHa He u3
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TOM MOPOABI, KOTOpas caMa ceds CheCcT CBOEH ke XKallocThio. BoT apyrux
OHAa TOXKaJETh MOXET, MOXKET JaXe MOCOYYBCTBOBaTh WM. Y VHHeckn
Bce OBLIO IpH ce0e: HOTM, PYKH J1a U KpacoToit ee 6or He oounen. Komua
YEPHBIX T'yCThIX BOJOC, OOJNBININE Kapue rias3a, TyObl, CIOBHO CIeIbe
BUIITHH, HA IIEYKaX AMOUYKU. ['pex B Takyro He BIIOOUTHCA. BOT mMeHHO,
YTO TpeX.

OT TIOKJIOHHUKOB OTOOSI HE OBLIO: CEroJHS OJHH, 3aBTpa — APY-
roii. A BoT cuacthe... Co cyacTbeM ObUT Hampsr. Jla Tak, HaBEpPHO, Y BCeX
JIETeH U3 HEeOIAroMoMyYHBIX CeMEH CIUTONIb U PSAAOM TaKOE BCTPEUYACTCH.

Buxuay ceMpio TOXe HeNlb3sl OBUIO Ha3BaTh OJArOMOIYYHOH.
XOTb ¥ MaTh HE THET, & TOIKY?

Buka Tskelno B3ZOXHYNA, CTIIOTHYJA MPOTUBHBIA KOMOK, KOTO-
PBIF TO ¥ JeJI0 TTOAOMpAJICs K ropiy u mocMoTpena Ha Karepuny, korto-
pasi, HeCMOTpSl HH Ha 4TO, CJIJKO TOCaNblBaia B JBE IBIPOYKH. BOT OB
eii Tak! Ho onsiTh mepen ria3aMu BCILTBIBACT OUYepeIHAs KapTHUHKA.

...J1a, Kakoii >ke Jypoukoil oHa Torna Owita! Eif Hamo Obu10 Oe-
JKaTh U3 JIOMa U 4eM Jaiblie, TeM Iydire, a oHa? OHa OblIa OYeHb HaITy-
rana! Emie Ob1! He xaxaplii sxe IeHb TeOe MPUXOAUTHCS TTOHUMATh, YTO
ThI OepeMeHHa. Brka moHs1a 3T0 ToCie NByXHEeAeNbHOU 3anepKku. Eif B
TOT MOMEHT II0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO MHp IIEPEBEPHYIICS C HOT Ha ToyioBy. [le-
BYIIIKa TIOHMMaJIa, YTO y Hee B )KUBOTE MAJICHBKOE U B TOXKE BpeMsI CaMOe
0O0JIBIIIOE COKPOBUINE MUPA, KOTOPOE y)Ke OHa JItoOmiIa OOJIbIIE JKU3HH.
Tompko BOT momroOuT Jm ero Mama? Ha mpoTspkeHMH OBYX HeEIEdb ee
MYYHJI OJJMH U TOT K€ BOTIPOC, U C KKIBIM JTHEM el CTaHOBHJIOCH BCE
CTpalllHee U cTpamiHee 00 3ToM nymaTh. Ho M He aymaTh oHa He Mora.
Pano mim mo3HO BCe paBHO eif mpuaercst 000 BCeM paccKa3aTh MaTepw,
¥ BOT TOTJa OJJHOMY OOTY U3BECTHO, YTO UX C MAJIBIILIOM JK/IET.

Onnaxpl Buka noHsuia, 9to Tak 0oJbIle MPOIOIKATHCS HE MO-
xet! «YOber — Tak yObeT!» — mogymana oHa, TJIsIsS Ha MaTh, KOTOpas
rotoBmia odex. Ha rmasza HaBepHynmuch ciesbl, Bce ObUI0 perieHo. OHa
CKa)KeT MaTepH 3/1eCh | ceityac, ¥ 0y1b, 4To Oyzaer!

— Mawm, y MeHs1 OyaeT peOeHOK.

CaeTaHa mocMoTpena Ha J09b HEHOHHMAFOIHM B3TJISIOM.

— ¥V mens Oynet peOeHOK, — JpOKAIINM T'OJIOCOM MOBTOpmiIa Bu-
Ka.
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— To1 aro! TeI 9TO Takoe TOBOPHUIIH?! — HCTEPUIHO BHIKPUKHYJIA
CeeTiiana u Bpesajia gouepu mnomeunHy. — S 1e0s ceituac yobto! AX Thl,
cydyka Takas, gouurtaack? M uto s ¢ 10000 Temeps Aenath Oymy?! —
KEHIIIWHA MPUHSIIACH OXKUBATh JI0Yb TMOJOTEHIIEM, HO Buka He dyBCT-
BoBasa (m3uyeckoir 6onm. HamHOTrO OONBHEE €€ paHWIM MaTECPUHCKHC
CJIOBa, KOTOPBIC, CJIOBHO ITOMOM, JTHIIUCH U3 ee pTa. — KTO TeOs oOproxa-
tan?! Kro?!

— Kakas pazauna?

— 41 Bce paBHO Haliy, JTydIlle cama CKaKu! — 3aJIbIXasiCh OT THE-
Ba, CHOBa BHIKpHUKHYJa CBeTIaHa.

— MeHns n3HacuioBanu, — coppaia Buka.

—Kt10?

— Kakoii-To MyXHUK, 5 €ro He 3Hal0.

—I'ne?! — mpogomxkana monbITeiBaTh CBETIaHA.

— Korna s y Uuku xuna, — cHoBa ctana BpaTh Buka. — Kakoit-to
MY>KHK 3aIlIe] U MEHS... — TOPBKHE CIE3bI MOKATHIIKCH IO IIEKaAM.

— A rae Bce OpuTH?

Buka noskana rieyamu.

— Hy-ny! HdaBaii, roBopu, — ¢ capka3MoMm ckazana CeriaHa. —
Ecnu He ckaxemb, g ceiiyac ey K MHKe, MOTOM BBI3BIBAI0 MWJIHMLMIO U
MyCTh OHU C BaMH pa30ouparorcs!

Uepes momyaca nepenyranHas MHka yke cuuena BO3JIE Hee Ha
JIUBaHE U JONBIThIBAJIA, KAKOW TaKOW HE3HAKOMBIA MYKHK €€ U3HACHIIO-
BaJl. A caMoe IIaBHOE, Korjga. Benp oHa HUKOrAa HE ocTaBajach Joma
onHa! Ecnu ee He Obi10, Tak 6aba moma Obuta. Kak Ob1 Buky He yroBapu-
BaJI CKa3aTh, OT KOro peOCHOK, OHa MPOOJDKaIa CTOATh Ha CBOEM: JIIO-
OMMBIX He craroT!

— Buk, ecnu THI He CKaXKelllb, TO 51 caMa CKaXy, — He BBIJEpIKaia
Nuka. Komy ke, kak He eH, 3HaTh, OT KOro y Hee pebeHok. KoneuHo xe,
oT ee OpaTuKa, uept Obl ero nmodpai!

— Yro, roBOpUTH? — JIEBYIIKA €IlIe pa3 BHUMATEIBHO TTOCMOTpENa
Ha Buky, 3aTem mepesena B3IV HA €€ MaTh, KOTOpas €d ceidyac Haro-
MHUHAaJa 0003JICHHYI0 CO0aKy W TOTOBa ObLIa BCEX MOPBaTh. A OCOOCHHO
CBOIO JI0Yb U TOrO, KTO e JsuibKy 3anenan! U 3a yto el Takoe Hakasza-
HUE: cOOCTBEHHOTro Oparta cnaBath? Ho 1 MomuaHue ToXe He BBIXOJ.

— Ot10 Bear Banbka?

Buka moTymnuna riasza u OTpUIATENEHO 3aMOTalIa TOJIOBOM.
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— Buk, cirymraii, xBatuT Bpath! S Beap TOYHO 3HAFO, 9TO 3TO OH, —
WHka neyansHO B3AOXHYJIA.

— Bot u mycTh oH BezeT TeOs Ha abopt! TBoit peOeHOK MHE Ha
X... He HyeH! MHe xBaTaet TeOs mo camoe... — CBeTiaHa mposena py-
KOU IO ropiy.

— A MHe TBoM! — Bekuriena Buka. OHa npekpacHO MOHUMAaNa, 4T
CECTPEHKH! HH B yeM He BUHOBAThl. OHU il Hy)KHbI OyTyT BCernaa u Be3e,
HO MaTh MEPEXOAUT BCce TPaHHUIBI J03BOJICHHOTO. — [louemy ux mamama
HU XpeHa He 3apabateiBaet?!!! XKusere Ha Moro mencuio!!! Y mens xe
HUTI0X01 Ha3biBaere!!!

Bonb ocTpeiM HO)KOM pe3aHyina cepale. Beas MOKHO cka3aTh, Ha
ee TIeHCHIO U kuBeT ceMbsi. Hy, Onexka emie B coBxo3e paboTaeT, HO
TaM He IUIATAT HU mmma. MaTh pa3 OT pasy KalbIMHJIa, HO OCHOBHOM
nmoxon — BukwHa meHcus. B To BpeMs OIHM MEHCHOHEPHI XOTh KaK-TO
CBOJIMIIM KOHIIBI ¢ KOHIIaMH. VIMEHHO MO3TOMY Math 1 3a0pana Buky u3
uHTepHaTa. O 4eM JIeByIIKa ¢ OAHON CTOPOHBI MHOT/a OYEHb Kanena, a ¢
npyroit... C apyroif, HaCIyIIaBIINCH CTPAIIWIOK, Brka 6osiach momnacTb
BO B3pOCJIBII UHTEPHAT.

B peanbHOocTh ee BepHyna Karepuna, KOTOpasi, MPOCHYBIIUCH,
CHOBA MOTSHYJIACh 33 KPYXKKOH.

— 1 y¢, cana? — 9yTh CJBIIIHO MPOTOBOPHIIA OHA U OIISITH ILITHOX-
HyJach Ha MOAYIIKY. — BUK, MoXkeT 1 Te0st moiaokuTh? OTIOXHENb, Ha-
BEPHO, yCTaJla CUAECTh?

— 51 y’ke IpUBBIKIIA, TAK YTO HE TIEPESIKUBA.

— Hy, xak xouemsb, a s ellle moTyacuka mojapeMaro, He OOUIHIIb-
cs1?

— C gero OvI pany 51 OOMKaIach, — MEYAIBHO YIBIOHYNAch Bruka n
CHOBA TOTPY3MIIaCh B BOCTIOMHHAHHUS.

...Bot yxe n BaHbkuHa MaTh €€ OTYUTHIBAET, MOJ, OH OB Mbs-
HBIH, a OHA 3TUM BocmoJib30Banack. Hy na, B3suia u mojoxuna Ha ceos,
MIOTOM ellle, HaBEepHOE, MIOMOTJIa IITAaHBI CHATh. A OHa W caMa He 3Hala,
4yTO Ha Takoe crnocobHa! Crnacubo, x0Tk npocBeTrin! Ilocae oOBuHEHUI
tetn Po3el Buka B3risinyna Ha Banbky. Ceituac oH eif HanmoMuHan noou-
TOTO TICa, KOTOPBIH, IMO/KAB XBOCT, KaJIOOHO CMOTpEN HA CBOETO XO3S5H-
Ha, Ha MaTh. OH roTOB OBLT Ha BCE, UL OBl CHOBA HE TIOJIYYUTh OT HEe
1o 3arpuBKy. BaHbKa cpasy man MOHATh, YTO peOEHOK eMy He HY’KeH, a

16



Buxka n momaBao. Ero Mama He a1 TOTO pojamiia, 9TO0BI 3a KaKON-TO WH-
BaNUIKOW ropiiku Tackats! Tak uyTo abopT U ToNBKO abopT!

BoT Tak, HU 3a YTO HU PO YTO, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, TPH POIHBIX Ue-
JIOBeKa BBIHECIIH CMEPTHBIN MPHUTOBOpP €€ elle He POAMBIIEMYCS peOeH-
Ky! A rnaBHoe, 3a yTo? YOUHUI U TO MHJIYIOT, a 34€Ch?

HeBrinocumast 6onp pBana cepaue Ha yactu. Ecnu ee peGeHOK
YMpET, OHa YMpET BMECTe C HUM MU IIyCTh MaMOYKa CBOUX JeTel cama
BOCIIUTHIBAET.

Tak pemmna Buka, 3aBsi3biBasg Ha IIee JIOCHHBI, KOTOPbIE OBUTH
yKe puBsI3aHbl K 6arapee. OHM 31€Ch HUKOMY HE HYKHBI!

Buka BeITepna cie3bl U 00Bena B3MJIAIOM KOMHATY, MBICIEHHO
MpoIasich ¢ kU3HbI0. Ho, 0 3aK0HY BCEMUPHOM MOJUIOCTH JIOCHHBI pac-
TSHYJINCh, U MaTh BEPHYJAaCh HE B HY KHBI MOMEHT.

«Bot Tak Bcerma: ymepers M TO CIIOKOMHO HE HamyT!» — 3aphIB-
HIMCH C TOJIOBOH B MOAYIIKY, TJI0Tast TOPbKHE Cle3bl, TyMana Buka,

[Torom Bce ObUIO Kak B Openy: OHA J€Hb M HOYb IUIAKania, pyra-
Jach C MaTepbl0, CECTPEHKU OT Hee He OTXOAuiau. Marte ¢ 6oeM Tamuia
€¢e 3a BOJIOCHI B BAaHHYIO, YTOOBI Iepe OONIbHULICH TIOMBITb.

Ha cnenyrommii nens npuexana «Ckopas», ee 3arpy3uid B Ma-
UIMHY U CHENali KaKoW-TO YKOJ, mocie koroporo Buke crano Bce mo
Oapabany. [loTom Obia OONBHHUIA, CTPAITHOE KPECIIO, HAPKO3 U XOJO-
HBIE JKeNe3KH. Bece KpyKUock, TBOMIOCH U KyJa-TO TUIBLIO.

[IpocHynace oHa Ha KyIIeTke, ye BbImoTpomieHHoOH. Ceituac
Buka accormupoBana ceds co crpyukom aconu. [Touemy nmenHo daco-
mu? Ipocto B mercTBe oHU ¢ 6abyImIKo# menymmin $acob, BEIHAMAIN
U3 CTpYyUKa 3penble (HacolMHKH, a KOXKYpY BbIOpackiBaimu. CTPYUKH XOTsI
Obl TIog B cebe BhIpacTwid, a oHa? OHa CBOETr0 Mallbllia MO3BOJIMIA
youts! Martb ke eif ckaszana, 9To OHa — ee OMEeKYH — OJIHa BIIPaBe PacIio-
psbKaThCs KHU3HBIO Buku. UTo y Hee «wkenTas KapTOdykKa», U MO3TOMY
JOJDKHA CUAETh M MOJYATh B TPAMOUYKY! MaTh ellie U MIaHTaKupoBaja ee:
JecKaTh, He MOeJeIlb — HAIMIIY Ha TBOero MBaHylIKy 3asBY, U OTIpa-
BHUTCS OH Ha MajoJieTKy! A TaM, 0X, KaK HE CIaJKo, TeM OoJjee 3a h3Ha-
cuiioBaHue. XoTh BaHbKa Ui Hee Toraa ObLT caMmoil MmocieHed CBOJIO-
YbI0, HO €l HE XOTENIOCh, YTOOBI €T0 CAENAIH ACBOYKOM. . .
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Exarepuna, koTopas y>ke MPUOTKPBLIA IJ1a3a, CHOBA BEpHYJIa Jie-
BYIIKY B peaJibHOCTh. Buka BbITEpIia cie3bl M HATSAHY/IA Ha JIULO KaKoe-
TO [OJ00ME YJIBIOKH, IOTOMY 4YTO B KOMHATY BOLLIa AHIOTKA.

— Ma-a, g ecTb Xo04y, a Thl CIIHIlb, — IPOTHYCaBUjIa oHa. — BceTa-
Baii!

— A 6aba co Cetkoii rre? — 3eBHyna Karepuna.

— He 3Haro, Tam 0JTHM MY>KHKH CUASAT.

— U Cepexxka Tam? — yrounuia Buxka.

— la. Mawm, BcTaBaii g ecTh xouy!!!

— Bceraro!!! Beraro!!! — HemoBobHO psBkHyna Kateka. — Xieba ¢
MOJIOKOM OBl Toenal

— [Iuth He HagO, — yIpeKHya MaTh AHIOTKA.

— Ue ckazana? — ExateprHa fqana mouepu moa3aThUIbHUK. — Erre
He BBIPOCTA, YTOOBI MEHS YUUTH!

Brixons 13 KOMHATHI, OHa oOpaTuiack Kk Buke:

— Buk, ceituac s ckaxxy My>KHUKaM, OHU Te0sI BEIHECYT.

— He Hago.

— Her, noporas! Tsl Ha ceronus otmnakaia! Y He cMoTpu Ha Me-
HS TaK, — yABIOHYBIINCH, EKaTeprHa CKpbUTach 3a JBEPHIO.

A Buka c TpeneToMm B cepAlle cTaja KIaTh, KTO ke 3a Hell mpu-
net? Cepexka? [sanp Kona? Unm xto? Ilox «umm» Buka moapazymenana
Karepuny: ecnu My>KUKH HE 3aXOTST, TO OHA €€ BBIHECET, € HE MPHUBBI-
Kath. 1 Benp nmelicTBUTENHHO, HE MpUBBIKATh! Karepuna nauana ee HO-
CHUTb, KOTa caMa OblIa OT TOpILIKa ABa Bepiuika. Buka Tak sicHO BCIIOM-
HUJIA TOT JICHb, KOTJIa OHH BIIEPBbIC MPUILIN 3HAKOMUThCS ¢ 6aboit [y-
cell, MaTepbo OyIylIero «namnshy Bomoam.

...bbIT TIepBBIi eHb 3UMBI, Ha yJIHUIE CTOSUIAa YyAecHas Moroja,
0], HOraMH IOCKpHITbIBal CHEXOK. C Hebec chimanuchk Oelble XJIOIbs U
JIOXKHITUCH HA 3€MITI0 OENIBIM IyIIHCTHIM OZCSIIOM. YK€ HAauWHAJIO CMEp-
KaThbCsl, CO JBOPOB AOHOCHWIICS cobaumii jail. Buka, 1oBonbHAs Mo yIy,
cHena B CaHOYKaX, KOTOpbIE MaMa ¢ Asaeit Bomoneit TaHynu 3a BEpeBKy.

— Mawm, emie naneko?

— He ouenb. [oub, Thl He 3aMep3ia? — 3a00TJIMBBIM T'OJIOCOM
cnpocuna CBeTnana.

— Her!

— Ckaxu, 104b, Mbl MOp03a He Ooumcsi! — 00epHYBIINCH, YIIBIO-
HyJca Brnagumup u o6Han CBeTnnaHy 3a IJiedH, 3aTeM CBEPHYI C IOPOTH
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Ha TPOIIMHKY, 6I)IBH_IyIO II0CJIC BBIIIABUICTO CHEra pBIX.HOI\/lI, 1€ CaHOYKHU
TO ¥ JIeJI0 MPOBaIUBAIUChH. Biagumup nepenan CBeTiiaHe BEPEBKY, a caM
B35 Buky Ha pyku.

— Hy uto, ngem?

I'msans Ha moup, CBeTiIaHA C 3ayMUYHBBIM BUJIOM ILIENACh Clie-
oM. Eif xoTenock X0Tst ObI HA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OTTSHYTH 3Ty BCTPEUy.
Ho, eme mapy maroB u oHu BoiayT B AoM. U gto motom? Kak onHa mo-
CMOTPHT B TJia3a JKEHIIIMHE, KOTOpasi pacTHjia CBOETO ChIHA HE JUIS TOTO,
YTOOBI OH BCHO H3Hb HOCHJI Ha pyKax 4yxoro pebeHka. CBera moHUMa-
Jla, 9TO KaKJOW MaTepy XO0dYeTcs, YTOOBI €e JETAM B KU3HU IOBE3IO,
yTOOBI OHM ObUM cuacTIuBHEL. EBnokmnm CeMeHOBHE, HaBEpHSKA, TOXE
3TOT0 XOTEN0Ch, HO CBeTa, Kak TOBOPUTCS, 3aXOMyTajla My>KHKa, B3BaJIUB
Ha ero IUIeYr CBoe rope. BmaanMupa, KOHEYHO, HUKTO HE CaJIiII Ha LEIh
Y He IPUKOBBIBAJl HAPYYHUKAMH K OaTapee. «3axoTen Obl YUTH — yIen!»

Cepiie BBIIPBITUBATIO U3 TPY/IU, CTAJIO TPYIHO JBIIIATH, €U eIlle
HUKOTJIa He ObLIO TaK CTpaIlHO, Kak ceiuac. OHa cTosia 3a cnuHol Bia-
TUMHPA, KOTAa OTKPBUIUCH IBEPH.

— Hy, nakonen-to! — EBgoxus CeMeHOBHA pacIuIbLIach B YIBIO-
kKe. — A 1 yx aymana, yto u He npuaete! Hy, npoxomaute, mpoxoaute!
UYero Ha MOpO3€ CTOATH?

— Ommau-ku! — BraguMup 1o NPUBBIYKE HATHYJCSA, YTOOBI HE
YAAPUTH I'OJIOBY O ABEPHOM KOCSK.

Buka 3axMypuiack OT ApKOTO CBETa U YTKHYJIACh B IJICUO MYXK-
YUHe.

— Hy-xa, Hy-ka, kT0 TyT K HaMm npuen? — EBgokus CemeHOBHa
pa3Bszaiia JieBouke Iapd u B3suia €¢ Ha pyku. — JlaBail 3HAKOMUThCs!
Memns 6a6a [lycs 30ByT, a Te0s1?

Buka, kpyTs TOJI0BO# 1O CTOpOHAM, B3TJISTHYJIa HA MaMy | JSIIO
Bomoaro, KOTOPEIM TOXKE HE TEPIIEOCHh Y3HATH, KaK €€ 30BYT.

— Houa, ThI 4TO, SI3BIK TporiIoTHIIA? — 0OHMUMas CBeTiiaHy, yibIO-
Hynca Brnagumup. — Oif, 3acTecHsnach, 3acTecHsnach, 1oub! Hy, ckaxu
6abymke, kak TeOs 3BaTh!

— Buka, — B mosironoca oTBeTHJIa JIEBOYKA U TOTSAHYJIA PYKH K
HEMY.

— 41 nymaro, Bbl Oe3 Hac 00OWIETECh, @ MBI MOMIEM, IIOCMOTPHM,
yeMm 3aHuMarotcs Kattoxa ¢ CamkoM, — ckasain asias Bomogs u, B3siB Bu-
Ky Ha PYKH, TIOIIEI C Hel B IETCKYIO KOMHATY.

19



— Dii, apxapoBIisl! BeI uto rocteit He BctpedaeTe?!!!

Ha Brnagumupa, moxxumasi riiedaMu, CMOTpelia HepsIuIuBas Je-
BOoYKa. PsmoM ¢ Hell cujen, MOTynuB TJia3a, MajCHBKUHA OEOKypBIi
MaJIbYMK B 3aCTUPAHHON KOPTOUKE.

— Yo, ONATE MaMaH B 3ary ymuia’?

— Yike TpeTuil 1eHb 0Ma HeT. ..

— [loHATHO, — OH HOIVIAAWI IUIEMSIHHUILY 110 T'OJIOBE, B3bEPOLINB
eit u 6e3 Toro Topuamye B pazHble CTOPOHBI Bosockl. — Hy dTo, naBaiite
3HaKOMHTBCS: 3TO MOsI 104b Buka.

— A s Kars, ato moit 6par Cama. J{sns Bomnoms, a uto, y Bamei
JIOYN HOXKKU M PYYKH OOJNSAT? — MOMHTEpecOoBaIach JeBoUKka. — babymika
TOBOpHJIA, OHA XOJIUTh HE yMEeT?

— He ymeem, HO oOsi3aTtenpHO Hayunmcs. [IpaBaa ke, 1ous? — OH
nouenoBai Buky B miexy.

Buka kuBHyJa roJ0BOM, HE CBOJS IJla3 CO CBOUX HOBBIX 3HAKO-
MbIXx. OHa B MEPBBIA pa3 BUAENA TaKUX YyMasblX Aereil, Ho Kars eif Bce
PaBHO MOHpaBWIach. Buke He Tepnenoch ¢ HeXO MOAPYKUTHCS.

B nerckyto 3armsHyna nosoibHas Csernana. Ee B3rmsim mpoGe-
JKaJICsl TI0 KOMHATE U OCTAHOBUJICS HA JKEJIE3HON KPOBATKE, HA KOTOPOH,
NPWXKABIINCH APYT K APYrY, cuaenu pedsTa. JJo cerogusmHero aHg oHa
aymaina, yto Biamgumup u3-3a Kakoil-To HENpHSI3HHU K CECTpe TOBOPUT O
TOW pasHble TagocTH. Ho okasbiBaeTCs, OH HHCKOJBKO HE TpPEyBEIHYH-
BaJI: Bce OBIJIO IMEHHO TaK, KaK paccka3biBan Biagumup.

— Ora teta Cera, Mos xeHa!

— A Mo0s MaMa, — 4yTh CJIBIIIHO Jo0aBuia Buka.

— Koneuno, TBos, — ynbiOHynace CBeTniaHa ¥ Ipuceia Ha Kop-
TOYKH Tepes pedsitamu. — A BBI, 3HaYUT, ExarepuHa n Anexcanap? Ham
nsiia Bonoast MHOTO 0 Bac pacckasbiBall.

— W 4To xe oH BaM mpo Hac pacckazbiBai? To, 4TO MBI HECHaCT-
Hble feTh? Wnu 4To MaTh MEHSET MYXHKOB, KaK Mep4yaTku? — MOATSIHYB
KOJIGHKH K mopbopoaky, Kars oOmkeHHBIMH TJla3aMH IOCMOTpeEsia Ha
BnaaHana, KOTOpOro cuuTajia CaMbIM OJIN3KHM U POAHBIM YCJIOBEKOM.
C HuM OHa MoTJIa IIOrOBOPUTH I10 AylIaM M IOIUIaKaTh Y HErO Ha IUICYE.

«A Tteneps? Tenepb y HEro eCTb CEMbs, XKEHA, BOH Kakasi KpacH-
Basi, T0YKa... BoT Okl HaMm Takyro cembio!» Clie3bl Tak ¥ HABOPAUYHMBAIUCH
Ha ry1asa, Ho Kare He X0Tenoch MOKa3bIBaTh CBOKO C1a00CTh.
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— Kats, TBI uTO, HE C TO¥ HOTH BeTana? Mmm xapakTepell permia
nokazate? Co cBoeil HeloJenaHHON Mamarield Oynels Tak pa3roBapH-
BaTh! TwI MeHs moHsa? S TeOs cripammBaio: Thl MEHS IMOHsIIa?

— Ilonsna, — mMeITas HocoM, oTBeTmia Kartromka.

— CMmoTpu-Ka, Ha Ty0ax MOJIOKO ellle He 00COXJI0, a OHa yXKe CBOH
TOHOP TOKa3bIBaeT!

— BoB, moxer, xBaTuT? PeOeHKy 1 Tak m10xo... — CBeTyiaHa 00-
HsUIa IEBOUKY U TIpHIKana K ceoe.

Ho Karts 1yt xe orcrpanunace. [loaTsHyB K moa0dopoaKy Koje-
HHU, OHA OKYyHyJa JMLO B JIaJloHU M 0e33By4HO 3aruiakaia. Karepuna
CBemiaHe HaNOMMHAJIA TePOs U3 MyJIbTHKA «MoioapIp», HO, HABEPHOE,
oHa ObLIa Takod He Mo cBoel BUHE... KaTio mpocTo kK 4McToTe HE MpH-
yumiu. Kapernasas qeBouka ¢ AIMHHBIMU PECHULIAMM, KPYTJIBIM JIMLIOM U
B3JEPHYTHIM HOCHUKOM cMoTpeia Ha CBeT/IaHy 3allIakaHHBIMH IJ1a3aMU.
Ee ocMbICIEHHBIN B3I TOBOPWI O TOM, YTO OHA YK€ HE MalleHbKas
TIIyTIeHbKas IeBOYKa, KOTOpast BEPHUT B Uy/Aeca M CKa3KH mpo aena Mopo-
3a, KOTOPBIM MPUHOCUT JAETAM Momapku. Bce 310 uymb cobausrs! Ona
IPEeKpacHo 3Haja, 4To xeaa Moposa He ObIBaeT, a dylec — TeM OoJee.
baOymika kak-To el pacckasblBaia, 4TO TAE-TO TaM, BHICOKO Ha HeOe, 3a
0eIIOCHEeKHBIMU O0JIAKaMHM KHBET JOOpPHIi BONIMIEOHUK — boxkeHbKa, Ko-
TOPBINA MOXET UCIIOJIHUTD J000€ KeJlaHue: HyKHO TOJIBKO IoNpocuTs. U
Kars ero npocuiia, KaIplid JCHb MIPOCHIIA, YTOOBI MaMa OTIOMHHJIACh U
nepecTaia BOIUTh B JOM pa3HbIX JsfeK. UToObI Ha MHT 3ajymaiach U
BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO y Hee ecTh AeTH. OHa aaxe Bblyduia MOIUTBY «Otye
HAaIll» ¥ YuTajia BCera nepes] CHOM, Kak ee y4uiia 0a0yika, Ho Bce ObLIO
BIycTyt0! BoXXeHbKa MmoueMy-To ee He CIbIIal. A OHa TaKk Ha HEro Ha-
Jesiack... Bee mpoOneMsl o JOMy CBaJMINCh Ha €€ XPYIKUE TUICUHKH.
BwmecTo Toro, 4To0BI HacHaXAATbCA IETCTBOM, UI'PAaTh B KYKJIbl, KATaTh-
csi ¢ pebsiTaMu ¢ TOPKU H JITUTHh CHEXHYI0 0a0y, Karts 3aborumace o
MIIameM OpaTHIIKe, KOTOPOro KaKAbIH JeHb Hago OBLJIO Y4eM-TO KOp-
Muth. «ToJIBKO YeM, eciii B JoMe XOTh LIapoM mokatu! Xoporio ere,
4yTo 0alyIka psIoM KHBET, a Tak OBl yKe JIAaBHO B JETCKUN JIOM 3arpe-
MEJny, — ¢ TpycThio moaymana Exatepuna u mocMotpena Ha Buky.

— Mawma, a u¢ Kats ninader? OT0 nana Ha Hee HaKpUdan?

Caetsana He 3Haja, YTO OTBETUTH JouepH. « KTO MEeHs MOTIHYI
3a s136Ik?» Ho oTkyna eif ObUIO 3HATH, YTO JEBOYKA TaK OOJIE3HEHHO OT-
pearupyer.
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— Karrom, n3BuHN MeHs, eciia 4eM Tebst oouaena! Ilpocto msms
Bonoas Tak MHOTO XOpomiero o Tebe pacckaspiBan! 3Haellb, OH TOPIUTCS
T000i1!

JleBouka TiepeBena pacTepsHHBIN B3risig Ha Ceery. Temepb eif
Ka3aJloch, UTO 3Ta KEHILMHA BOBCE HE Takas, Kak npyrue. Ters Ceera He
XOTela ee H1ueM 0OUAeTh.

— OT0 BB MEHS U3BHHUTE, — BexnunHyda Kara. — S we mrobimio,
YTOOBI HAC JKaJIEIIH.

VYV Caernansl cxkanoch cepaue. OHa nmocMorpena Ha goub. Eciau
on1 Katromka 3Hama, Kak €if 3HaKOMBI 3TH 4yBcTBa! UMOKHYB J04b B 3a-
TBUIOK, JKEHIIWHA, YIIBI0asCh, TIPOTOBOPIIIA:

— Katrom, He naus! Bot yBuaumib: Bee emie HanaguTes!

— Kars, He mnaus, — Buka npoBena cBoei HEMOCIYIIHON py4OH-
KOH TI0 ee HUPHBIM BOJIOCaM | cripocria: — Mawma, a Kats ¢ Camreit mpu-
IyT K HaM B rocTu?

— Koneuno, npuayt!

[Totom B KOMHaTy BoIen Bragumup u IpUTIacHIT BCeX 3a CTOIL.
Bor tak u nozHakomunuck Buka ¢ ExarepuHoil 1 Kpenko IpUBS3aIuCh
JIPYT K IpYTY: 10 CUX TOp OTBSI3aThCS HE MOTYT.

Ckpunnynia BXOJHas ABepb, Buka cpasy moHsa, 4To 3TO 3a HEi.
Hespumas BosHa mpoKaTuiIack 1Mo BCeMy Telly U 000Kria eil mekn. J1o
obu1 Cepreii! «Hy, Hakonen-to!» — mogymana Buka u cep/ie 3acThuio B
MpenBKyIIeHnd. — «ABoch norenyer?» He monenosan. On BooO1ie cero-
JHS He OBUT MOX0X Ha TOro BiIOOJEeHHOrO CepexkKy, ¢ KOTOPBIM OHa
BYEpa TaK )KapKO IeJI0BAIACh M KOTOPBIH, KaK el MoKa3aaock, ObLI TOTOB
Ha Bce... Heyxenu dro-to m3menminocsk? Hy nma, oH mpocmaincss U Hadal
MBICITUTH TPE3BO. DTO K TOIBKO IOJ TPaIycoOM BCE TaKHe CMETbIe, a KaK
JI0 Cephe3HOTr0 Jena AOXOAMT, Tak B KycThl. Heyxto u Cepexka Takoi
s)ke? Wnu moxMenbHbIM cuHIpoM? BoH, BUAOK-TO y HEro TOT emle...A
BeJlb HAJI0 K TOMY ke Buky BbeiHEecTH. A dto oH xoren? «Jlrooums ka-
TaThCs, JOOM U CAHOYKM BO3UTh!» — mojaymana Buka u ooxBaruia Cep-
res 3a 1ero. Bor tak, a roBopui, HocuTh He Oyzaer! OHa ynbIOHYNACH,
BCIIOMHHAS, KaK OJIHAX/IbI OHU BEPHYJIUCH C AHIOTKOH JTOMOH.

...Jloma HHMKOTO, KpOME MY>XHKOB, HEe ObUT0. A BHKe 3TO TONBKO
Ha pyKy. «Ceiluac OH MEHs 3aHEceT», — MOAyMalla OHA U OTIpaBUIIa ILIe-
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MsaaaAIy 32 Cepexkoir. Ho BMecto Hero npumen s Ko, a AHroTka
nepenana et CepeXKUHBI CIOBA: MOJI, BOT MHE J€NIaTh HUYET0, KaK TOJb-
KO ee HOCHTh. BrKka Torma eme B cepiax moaymana; ax, Thl TOBHIOK!...

Bukropus ¢ ropeusto mocMoTpelia Ha COCEAHIOI0 KPOBaTh, HA KO-
TOpylo mouemy-to cerogus jer Cepexka. «Hynec He ObIBaeT...» — MOAYy-
Maja JIeBYIIIKa, 3aKyCHB I'y0y, 9TOOBI HE pacIlyIaKaThbCs.

Ota HOYb ObLIa, HABEPHOE, CaMOU JUIMHHOM Ha CBETE, CaMOM Ts-
XKelo u OosesHeHHOH. TpynHO OBUIO KOHTPOJIMPOBATH CBOHM SMOLHH,
KOTOpbIE TO U A€JI0 Ipocwinchk Hapyxy. Kak Toraa, nepen aboprom. Miu
Korja ee MaMa y 0a0ymku ocrasisiia. Unu B ExxeBcke, korzna ee mosuo-
KUK ClaTh psAAoM ¢ mokoitHukoMm. Eil kaszamock, emie 4yThb-4yTh, U
cep/ie pa3opBeTcs OT OO Ha MeJKHe KycOukH U oHa ympeT. Hy, 3T0 eit
He ExeBck, oHa He OepeMeHHa, 1a ¥ Mama Opocatb He coOupaercs. A
Cepexka? Cepexxka OpocHil, MOMOJIL30BAIICS U OPOCHI, KaK HEHY)KHYIO
TPSINKY, OyMaXkKy, Mpe3epBaTHB, a OHA-TO IyMana... A OHO-TO OKa3a-
JI0Ch... Jlake CIOKOIHON HOUM He moxkenaj, He To 4uro... OH couT, a
ona?

Buka BeITepna 00 moAymiKy ropbkue cie3bl. HaBepHoe, mate-
PUHCKHE CJIOBAa M BIPABAY MOATBEPXKIAIOTCS: OHA HAa XPEH HUKOMY HE
Hy>kHa. TOJIBKO ecnu Tak, Ha HOYb. Ho OHa He HUII0Xa U HUKOTa €i He
craHeT. Buka nocmorpena Ha 3Be3nHoe He00. OTKyAa-TO U3JalieKa B OK-
HO 3arJIsifbIBaJl MOJIOAOM MeCsI], CJIOBHO HAINlOMHHAs € O BuUepalrHei
nporynke. Jla, 9To HU TOBOpH, a BYepa xopomio 6but0. OcoOeHHO, Koria
Cepexka BbI3BAJICS CXOAMTH C HEW B JIApEK 3a OYepeIHON MOpIHEH Tops-
YUTCIBHOI'O.

...Jlyn mpoxnanmHbIA, CBEXH BETEPOK, HEOO OBLIO YCHIIaHO
3Be3niamu. [ Jie-To Briepenu, u3-3a JepeBbEB, BBHITISABIBAT MECALl, B TPaBE
Tpewanu Ky3Heunk. Cepreil BiepBble B XKHU3HH, HE CIella, KaTH HHBa-
JHUIHYIO KOJISCKY, a Brke OBIIIO Tak XOPOIIO U MPOCTO OOIIATHCS C Yeno-
BEKOM, KOTOPBIl OTBEYAET €l B3aMMHOCTBIO BO BCeM. Y JIEBYIIKH CO3/a-
BaJIOCh TaKoe BIeuaTiieHne, 0yaro Obl Cepexkka YUTaeT ee MBICIH: BOT e
3aX0TeJI0Ch, YTOOBI €€ MOIETIOBall,  OH HAKJIOHWIICS JUIA MOLenys. 3axo-
TEJIOCh OOHUMATBCS — OH ee OOHSII. 3aX0TeNoCh y3HaTh, OTKY/Ia OH U Ka-
KUM €ro BETPOM 3aHEC]O0 K HUM B JbIpy — Ja paau bora, moxanmyiicra.
Xors Buka nmpekpacHo 3Hana, KakuM BETPOM €ro K HUM 3aHecio. Exare-
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pHHa eii cTo pa3 00 3TOM paccKa3biBasia, HO €l MOYEMY-TO XOTEJIOCh 3TO
yenpimate oT camoro Cepres. A Bapyr? Bapyr Karepuna 4ro-to He Tak
MOHSIA, WU NpeyBeInYMia: y 3TuX JIaCTOUKMHBIX IPUBBIUKA TaKas, pas-
IyBaTh U3 MyXH ciloHa. BoH y HUX TeTs ToMa Iber ele noxJieie Myxu-
Ka, Ho 0aba >xe ee u3 noma He BbiroHseT. Heyxro Cepexky poaHas MaTh
BeirHana? Hy, nagHo, ee-To Math ocTaBmia y 06a0ymiku, 4ToObl Buka He
Melana JUIHYI0 KWU3Hb ycTpamBaTh. A Cepexka? Kakum oOpazom oH
Mmor nomemtats matepu? Cnymras Cepres, Buka B ouepenHoit pa3 yoex-
Jlanack, HACKOJIBKO OHHU C HUM ITOXOXKH.

Kak y Bcex HopmanbpHBIX Aere, y Cepexku Obl1a TUMHYHAS Ce-
MBSI, YeM-TO MOX0Xas Ha Bukuny. B mepBoMm Opake ero maTepu He 1O-
BE3JI0: MY’K OKa3aJICsl HEroaseM, oHM pazouninck. Ho He OpiBaeT xyna 6e3
nmobpa! Ognaxas! Jlnmms ViBaHoBHA BCTpeTHIIa JTI000BE BCEH CBOEH JKM3-
Hu. Opuii TumodeeBrd ctan ajst Hee caMbIM PEKPACHBIM MYKEM, a s
CBIHUILIKM 3aMevaTelbHbIM OTIHOM. HopManbHble My>KUKHM UMEHHO TaK U
MOCTYTIAIOT: JIFOOMIIB )KSHITNHY — JIFO0H 1 ee pedeHKa. Takoro mpuHIHIa
npunepxkuBancs FOpuit TumodeeBrnd, mostomy u momrobun Cepexky,
Kak poxHoro ceiHa Aa u Cepreid B oTie Iymu He yasul. beran 3a My>k4u-
HOW XBOCTHKOM, IIEPEHUMAJl BCE MPHUBBIYKH, YUUJICS YEMY-TO HOBEHBKO-
My, HO M IIKOAHWYATh He 3a0bIBajl, 32 YTO M IOJIydaj MHOTJA OT OTLA
nmoxonHuKa. B o0miem — Bee, kak y Bcex. IMEHHO 0 Takoil ceMbe Med-
tana Jlunust MiBanoBHa. O0 3TOM MEYTalOT OOJNBLIMHCTBO Pa3BeIECHHBIX
JKEHIIWH, HO, BUANMO, MaTepu Cepexku Oobliie moBe3ino! Yxaxusas 3a
CBOMMH J'IIO6I/IMBIMI/I MYXXYUMHaMH, )XCHIIIMHA CTajla 3ayMbIBaTbCA O BTO-
poM pebenke. Ha Horax crost TBepao, mouemy Obl HeT? Jla u KOpwuii 06-
panyerca. Hoca non cepauem maneima, Jlnnus VBaHOBHa HE COMHEBa-
Jach, 9TO POAUTCS EBOYKA: XBATUT C HEE MY>KUYMH, XOUETCS M KOCHUYEK
nomiecty. FOputo Tumodeepuuy jxe ObUIO BCE PaBHO, KOrO OOT MOIILIET,
Toro u moobuth OynyT. bor mocnan nouky. Bot Teneps oHM camasi cyacT-
nmuBas cembsi Ha cBete! W 3T0 nmelicTBuUTENnsHO OBLIO Tak. Bpems mumo,
netn pocin. Cepekka panoBaj pPoAUTENICH XOPOIIUMH OIEHKaMH, HSH-
YHJI CECTPEHKY, a B cBOOOIHOE BpeMsi B3axiieO unrtan kamkku. Het, Cep-
reil He ObUI Mall MaJbYUKOM: OH TaK K€, KaK U BCE MaJbUHUILKH, HHOTA
HE YYHJ YPOKH, TPUHOCHII IBOMKHU. 3@ 4TO M MOJyYas OT OTIa PEMHEM IO
sagauie. Ho Cepexka Ha oTIa He oOMKaJcs: TOT K€ ero Bcernaa mpemy-
OpeXaall, a MaIbYMIIKA MTOHAAEJICs, YTo mpokaTut. Ho He Bcerna mpo-
24



KaThIBajo. BepHell, coBceM He MpPOKaThIBAJIO: HE POJMIICA €Ill€ TOT, KTO
cmoxet FOpus TumodeeBnua Bokpyr naibua oOBectu. Tem Oornee ChIH,
KOTOPOTO OH 3HAET BJOJb U MONEPEK.

«Kakas »xe Bce-Taku cTpaHHasl 3Ta IUTYyKa, )KU3Hb», — HaJeBas
HarJIaKEHHBIN KOocTioM, ¢ BojaHeHueM nyman Cepreil. OH BoJHOBaiCS
TOYHO TakK e, KaK BOCEMb JIET Ha3aj, KOrja ero MaMa Bejla B MEPBBII
kjacc. CerogHs y HEro BbIITyCKHOH, HAKOHEI-TO 3aKOHYMJIUCH BCE €r0
mydeHusi. Tenepp He Hamo OyneT BcTaBaTh MO yTpam, HE HAAO YPOKH
YUUTh, HO CaMoe TJIaBHOE, HE HaJ0 CECTPEHKY B IIKOJIy BECTH, a Ha Te-
peMeHax BbICIYIIMBaTh BBIFOBOpPHI OT BaneHtunsl BacuibeBHBI 32 TO,
YTO OHA MALaHOB JIYIIUT: CaM K€ Hay4duj. A 4TO eMy OCTaBaJIOCh AeaTh?
Kakoit HopManbHbIl OpaT BBIIEPKHT, KOTJa CECTpa KaXKAbIH JIeHb Kaly-
€TCsl, 4TO €€ MAIBbYHILIKH 32 KOCHUKHU AepraroT. He moiaer sxe oH aApaTbes
¢ mepBokIamKkamMu! A BOT CECTPEHKY HAaydUTh MOCTOSTH 3a Ce0st — 3TO B
nerkyro. BoT oHa u pazonuiach He Xy)Ke MalaHa: AepHYJ 332 KOCHUYKY —
MoJy4H B Tabio!

Yxons co mkoinsl, Cepekka ObUT 32 CECTPEHKY CIIOKOEH: ee yiKe
HUKTO He TpoHeT. [locie mxomsr Cepreit moctymmn B Tio***koe peunoe
YVUWIIMIIE, a Yepe3 TPU C TOJOBUHOM rofa cTaj ITypMaHOM-MEXaHUKOM
peanoro ¢uota. [lorom apmus: monrona - ydeOka, 3atem |'epmanus u
octpoB Pycckmit. Tak d4ro aBa roma mpomutd He 3ps: OyAer, o 4eM
BCIIOMHHUTh W JIOMa pacckaszaTh. BozBpamasick co CiyKObl, OH MeuTal
TOJIBKO 00 OIHOM, 4TOOBI Ha MIEPPOHE €T0 BCTPETUIIA JIIOOMMAst JICBYIIKA,
MYCTh IOCMOTPUT, KOT0 HOTepsia. XO0Ts NPEKPacHO 3HaJ, YTO OHA yXKE C
JOpYTUM, YK€ U peOeHOK nojpactaeT. JIeBKu, OHM JKe BCe TaKHe: cHavyana
KISIHYTCS B JIIOOBH, PEBYT, OOCHIAIOT KAaTh, a MOTOM... [loroM cTOWT
JMIIb HA TOPU30HTE 3aMasiyUTh APYTOMY M BCIO HX JIOOOBb, KaK KOPOBa
A3BIKOM cin3ana. Her, oH He TOT 4eJIOBEK, KOTOPBIA MOXKET MPOCTHTH
npenaTenscTBo. Ecim yenoBek mpenan oaHaxabl, mpeaact u aApaxast! Jla
U He coOMpaeTcs OH OTHOILIECHHUS BBUICHATH: BCE, €€ MOEe3] yIIel, MPOCTOo
XO0YETCs B [J1a3a IOCMOTPETb.

Cepreil yBuzen ee ria3a CIycts Kakoe-To BpeMs. OHU BCTpPETH-
JIUCH CIIy4ailHO, OHA TYJIsIa ¢ KoJsickoi. Bot tak. Bo3moxHo, ecnu O He
apmus, U OH ObUI OBI ceiidac mamoii, paboTain, oOecreunBail CeMbio, 10
BBIXOJHBIM BBIBOAWJI MaJIbillla HA MPOTYIJIKY. Ho CJIYUMJIOCh TaK, Kak I10-
JYYHIIOCH, 1a ¥ PaHO €My ellle Manol CTAHOBUTHCS — MOTYJISTh XOUETCH.
CoBcem HemaBHO Ceprero XOTENOCh HArOBOPUTH 3TOW JKEHIIMHE Kydy
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rajocTel: MOJ, BCE BBI M3 OJIHOTO TECTa, BCE CIIa0BI HA TMEpPEenoK... A
ceityac... Ceifyac oHa HE MPOCTO IE€BOYKA, OHA YXKE MaTh U HENIPUIMYHO
KaK-TO TOBOPUTH €il Bce 3Th ragoctu. Camoe riaBHOe, 4To Hamioxa He
3aryJsuTach M He TOMIa 0 pyKaM, a BCE OCTaIbHOE — MEJIOYH. A OH eIle
HalIeT CBOK Cynb0y, Kakue ero rojsl. M Benb NEHCTBUTEIHHO, KaKHe
€ro TOJIbl, BIIEPEIU BCS )KHM3Hb M HY)KHO €10 Haciaxaarhcs! Kak roBopsr,
9TOOBI B CTAPOCTH OBLIO, O YeM BCIIOMHHTb.

YcTanocts ¢ IymeBHBIMU NIEPESKUBAHUSIME BCE JKE Jalld 0 ce0e
3HaTh. Kak-To He3amMeTHO BUKy 3aTsSHYJIO TO JIU B MOJYCOH, TO JIU B TO-
myopen.

A ceromHs Ha ayiie ObUIO €llle TAacKyJHeH, yeM Buepa. Buepa
OHAa JI0 CaMOTo Bedepa Temrmia ceds HaAeKA0H, uTo y HuX ¢ Cepexkoin
Bce OyneT xoporro! OH ke eif caMm TOBOPIIL: «eclii OBl He HpaBUIIACh, HE
uenosai Ob1». Ho HpaBUTBCS M MIOOUTH — 3TO OOJbIIAs Pa3HULIA, STO YTO
Kycok xjeba 0e3 Macna, Win 4yaii 6e3 caxapa: mbellb ero, a OH 0e3BKyC-
Heiid. Bot u Cepreii, BuIuMo, He IOTyBCTBOBAJ TOW JII0OOBH, KOTOpas pa-
3BITPBIBANIACH B €TO NBSHOM BOOOPa)KEHHH: IO IbSHH BCE BOCIIPUHUMA-
ercs no-apyroMy. MHorna pake caMblil 3JIEMINUN Bpar CTAHOBHUTCA Ca-
MBIM JIYYIIUM KOpEILIEM Ha CBETE, a MOpe — o KojeHo. Tak yto Ha Ce-
PEKKy el rpex oOmxKarThcs, cama Xxoresia. Tak 4To moayduTe U paciuiIu-
Tech, Bukropust JIMutpueBHa, kakue MoryT ObITh TipereH3uu? Hy, obe-
mai mogyMath... Bo3MoXHO, OH M nymaeT, a oHa? Buka mocmotrpena B
okHO. Ha ynuue cBeTHso sIpkoe CONHBILIKO, YUpUKaIu BopoObH, Kate-
pUHa TOAE-TO B KOPHAOpPE IpeMera KacTprolsiMU. A 3TO 3HAYUT, UTO
JKU3HB MpojosbKaeTcs. M, HecMoTps Ha moraHoe HacTpOeHue, e MpuaeT-
Cs1 BCTaBaTh, yMbIBATHCS, IPUBOANTE CE0s1 B MOPSAAOK U KAaTh. BoT TONB-
KO KOro, Heu3BecTHO. To a1 CepexKy, TO JIU €€ KOro...

B nom Bomma ExaTeprHa M C KakOH-TO IOJO3PUTEIBHOU YIIBI-
00uKo# cripocuia;

— Kax cmana, cons?!

— A moyeMy coHs? — HaTAHYTO yJbIOHYIach Buka.

— Tonbko COHM MOTYT APBIXHYTH A0 Yacy THS.

Buka BckuHyna yauBICHHbIC I71a3a.

—Ye, npasaa, 4to au?
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— Her, Oaun, Bpy! JlaBaii, BcraBaii: TeOst cTupka xuet, — Kare-
pHuHa caenana IpoJODKUTEIbHYIO ay3y. — MHe HY)KHO Ha OTOpOJ UITH,
a'y AHbKH Bce TpszHoe. [IpoctupHens?

Buka kvBHYyJa TOJIOBOM, XOTsI CTUPATh €M ceiluac MEHbIIE BCETO
XOTeJI0Ch, HO HE OTKa3bIBaTh ke cecTpeHke. A Karepuna-to momozer,
3HAeT, Kak B Takoi Oele moMoYb. JTO, TUIMA, pa3BiIeKaJO4YKa, YTOOBI TO-
JIOBKY JYpPHBIE MBICITH HE MOCEIaIH. «YMHO MPpUAyMana, yMHO!» — CTH-
pas AHIOTKHHY MaedKy, Aymala, yibloascs, Buka. 1 Benps neiicTBUTENb-
Ho, Karioxa oxazamach mpaBa. Tpyamorepamusi obierdaer IyLIEBHYIO
0omb, mepexuBanne. CHOUIIb cede, CTUPACITh, HM O YeM HE AyMaelllb.
Tounee, mymaenib, Kak ¥ B 4eM AHbKA yMyApHIach Tak QyTOONKY yrBas-
nate. HaBepHoe, camast xopoliasi cTHpanka U To He noctupaerca. Ha Bce
npo Bce y Buku ymno monropa yaca. BoT yxe W Hayajlo 4eTBEpPTOro:
ckopo u Cepexka ¢ padotel mpuaeT. Kak Obl TO HU OBIIO, HO BPSII U
KTO-HUOYJIb WM YTO-HUOYAb MEPEKIIOYHT e¢ MBICIHM Ha HOBBIM Jaa. B
MOJICO3HaHMUHM y Hee Bce paBHO cuzen Cepreil. U yropaszauio xe ee Bilo-
outecsa! Jla eme B koro? B Cepexxky! Oto eit He Banpka, y Cepexkn
«KpbIlIa He OSXHT M TYCH Ha Iora He mpocsTcs». EMy He HaBemmaemnrs
JamIM Ha yIIW, He YTOBOPHIIL C HEH MpocTo ApyXuTh. Kak roBopuTtcH,
MOKYBBIpKAIKCH U Oyzst! Jla TONBKO 3TO HE ee BapUaHT: KaXKIbIid YEIOBEK
JIOJDKEH OTBeYaTh 3a CBOW MocTynku u Cepekka B ToMm uucie. Ceromgss
OHU PAcCTaBsT BCE TOUKH HAJl «i» U HEBAXKHO, YTO M3 TOTO MOITYIUTCS.

Buka 3acTeiia OT yAMBICHHUS: B JIOM OYKBAIBHO BBAJIMIIACH 3a-
xMeneBuias ExkaTepuna.

— A BOT 51, TOUHEE MbI! — XUXMKHYJIA Ta U B3TJIAHYJIa HA CBOETO
cryTHHKA. — D10 Kens!

— Jla Buka meHs 3HaeT, npapaa xe, Buk? — 3acusit JKeHbka U BbI-
TaII U3-32 Ma3yXHu Oy THUIKY.

— DTO0 BHI, 110 X0y, HA Oropoje Hanum? — cha3Buia Buka. Ona
WHOT/a He moHuMana noseneHus Karpku. Eme Baepa ee qro0umas cect-
peHKa ObLIa yBepeHa, 4To Kpome MakcuMa eif HUKTO He HYXKEH, a yXKe
ceroaHs... Her, oHa He craHeT yTBepxaaTh, uro KarepuHa mphIrHET c
JKeHbKoil B KOHMKY, HO ¥ 3TOTO MOXKHO OXKUJaTh OT KaTbku.

— UYeM BBI, NIEBYIIKA, OISTh HEIOBOJBHBI? — OOHMMas Buky,
yneiOHynack Karepuna.

— TwI 5xe TOBOpMIIA, UTO HA OTOPOJ MoK eIb, a cama? KaTs, BOT
YTO TBOM CY>KEHBIN CKaXeT?
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— Kto, Makcum? Jla He maprcst 161 Tak! S ke He 3Haio, 9TO OH ¥
ce0s Tam oMa JAeraeT, Tak 4to... M Boobumie, uto s, ¢ XKeHpkoii Houe-
BaTh coOMparock, 4to au? Her, mpocTo muiest moj XBOCT momnania, ObIBIIe-
ro BcriomMHuia, — Katepuna Beiaep:xana HeOonbIlyo naysy. — MHTtepec-
HO, T1€ OH ceituac? ['oBopAT, B TOpoa codupaetcs nepees3xarb. M mouemy
MHE TaK He Be3eT?

— ToI ero 10 cux MOp JMHOOHUIIB? — TPYCTHO YIBIOHYBIITUCE, CITPO-
cuna Buka.

— Cama He 3Ha10... HaBepHOe, MpOCTO MpHUBBIYKA: TPU TOAA — 3TO
HE OJIUH JICHb.

— Ja-a yx!

Haxonen B komHate mosiBuics JKeHbKa.

— JleB4oHKH, "ero 3arpyctuin?

— Ha Bot, mymanm, Tel yOer, — Kak BCeTr/a, IepBOi, Haliach Bu-
ka. OHa ¥ caMa He MOHMWMaJa, KaK B HY>KHbIH MOMEHT B €€ TOJIOBYILIKY
NPUXOAAT Takue HykHbIe cioBa. O6opxkaThess MoxkHO! UT0o6 JKenbka or
Karroxu y6er! Heee, ero orcroma ceromss TpocoMm He BBITsAHEIIb. He To,
YTo0...

— He noxnerecn! — ynpiOHyncst JKeHbka U IPU3EMITHIICS Ha CTYII.
— A rae TBo#? — rsansg Ha Buky, momHTEpecoBaics OH.

Buka Ha kakoe-TO BpeMs 3acTbUla B 3aMeliaTenbcTBe. VIHTepec-
HO, 1po koro oH crhpammubaet? [Ipo Bausky? Wnu npo Cepexky? [Ipo To,
yro y HuX ¢ Ceperoii mrypsl-Mypsl, JKeHbka Bpsi 11 3HAET, €CIIU TOJIBKO
Kartepuna cOontayna. Tak oHa He OGonTymIKa, HE CTaHET PACCKa3bIBaTh
IIEPBOMY BCTPEYHOMY-IIOIIEPEYHOMY, YTO C €€ IOAPYroll TBOPUTCH, Aa
JKenbke 3TO U HE UHTEPECHO. 3HAYHT Mpo BaHbKy...

— Oto T8I IpO Bauto, uto mu? — yroununa Buka. — Tak Her ero.

— OnsATh, 4TO JIH, HOCAAUIN?

— Comions, — Buka noctyyana Tpu pasa no aepessiuke. — [Ipo-
1112 JII000Bb, 3aBSUIM MOMUIOPHL. Wi Kak TaM TOBOPUTCS] — HE COLUINCH
xapakTepamu. Paccramich Mbl, paccTaInCh.

— Oi, Hagonro nu? — yXMbuIbHYJICS JKeHbKa.

— Hagcerpna! Ilycts co cBoeii Mamoukoii sxuBet! He xouy, Hagoe-
JI0.

— A 3a MeHs 3amyx Beliigemb? S Oyny TeOs J0OUTH, Ha pyKax
HOCHTB!
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— Hy-ny, 3HaeM ™Mbl Bamry J1t000Bb, — ynbIiOHynacs Buka. — Her
VK, s dy4lie Kak-HuOyas oxHa. [IpaBna x, Kats?

— Ara, Jy4llie HM C K€M, YeM C KE€M MoMaJlo, — XuxukHyna Kare-
pHHa, 1ope3as NoMUIOpbl. — JKeHb, MOXKEIIb HE MEPEXHUBATh: OHA YK€
Hamuia ceoe. ..

— Hy, BoT Tak Bcerma... — XXeHbka cocTponn pazouapoBaHHYIO
¢m3uonomuto. — OX, IEBKH, BB, ICBKH, U YTO sl B BaC TAaKOW BIIIOOJICH-
HBIH! 3a TO CTOIYIOBO HAJO BBIMUTH! — OH MOTSHYJCS 33 OYTBUIKOW. —
Buxk, b1 Oynemip?

— byner-0yner! — ckazana 3a Buky Karepuna. — M He mamm ro-
JIOBOM, OT CTOIKH HUYETO HE CIIyIHUTCS.

Buka u cama mpekpacHO MOHMMaia, YTO HUYEro He CIyYUTCS,
€CJIM TOJIKO OTITyCTUT MaJIOCTh, @ TO BOH CEPIACYKO CTYUMT, CJIOBHO 3a-
rHaHHAg nTumna B kietke. Cxopo xe Cepexka siBUTCA U 4To motoM? OH
TakK e, Kak ¥ Buepa, Oyzaer ee n3bderars? XoAuTh MO yIUIe, IyMaTbh, Ka-
KO OH Jypak W Kakylo TIYNOCTh coBepiimi. Mmu ckaxer Bce Hamps-
Myr0? Wau THI K 4epty, Jr06m mansine cBoero BaHro n OyapTe cHacTiIu-
Bol! U Buka, BO3MOHO, coryiacuiach Obl C HUM: JIy4llle y>K CHHHIA B
pyKax, ueM Kypasib B HeOe. [la 1 1000Bb ellle He 0CcThIIa, HO TaK ObLIO
1o3aByepa, KOraa OHH elle Apyr Apyry He usMmensuu. Hy, nopyramuce u
MOPYTajuch, ¢ KeM He ObiBaeT? EMy CTOMIO IOMaHMTh €€ MajJbuuKOM U
OHa TYT Kak TyT. Tak Obu10 Beerna, u ecii Ob1 Cepeskku He OBbLIO0, MOXKET
OBITh, TaK OBLTO OBI M CETOJIHA, HO. ..

I'naps, ¢ kakum cMakoMm Buka onpokuHyia, He TOMOPLIMBIINCS,
promKy, JKeHbKa, yibei0asich, 3aarioAupOBa:

— bpaso, opago!!!

— Hy Tak, ubs x mkona, — B3rsiHyB Ha Katepuny, cps3Buna Bu-
Ka.

— OT0 4TO, OHA TEOs TaK Hay4wmyia? — 3arOBOPITUITKYA TIOJIMUTHYJIT
’Kenbka.

— A KTO X eme?

— JlaBaiiTe-naBaiiTe, Banute Bce muku Ha Ceporo, Cepblil BbI-
BeseT, — Karioxa, ynpIOHyBIIKCh, B3TJISIHYJIA B OKHO. — BOT ¥ TBOM MIyT.

— B cmpicne, mou? — Hamyrano nporoBopuia Buka, BeITapanius-
HIMch B OKHO. Jla-a, BOT Takoro moBopota oHa HUKaK He oxuaana! To Hu
OJIHOTO, a TO cpa3y ABoe! OHa YyBCTBOBajia, Kak BHYTPH BO3POXKAAETCS
HEBOOOPa3MMBIH BYJKaH M OOXKHraeT €l LIeKH, cepiaue MpOoBaUBaeTCs
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KyZAa-TO B TATKH, a 10 CIIMHE OEXUT MPOTUBHBIA XOJOI0K. BOT 3T0TO €if
TOJILKO HE XBaTao!

— Bcem mpuBeT! — monpuBeTCTBOBA BCEX C TIopora BaHbka.

— Jla u Tebe He xBopaTh! — chrexumaamdana Karepuna. OH XOTh
HHUYETO IUIOXOTO € M He cleall, HO W3-3a KEHCKOH COMMIApHOCTH OHa,
TakK ke Kak 1 Buka, Oblla HE B BOCTOpIe OT €T0 MOSBICHUS.

Uro0 XOTh Kak-TO peaOMIMTUPOBaThCs, BaHbKa BhITAIMII U3-32
Na3yx" JUTPYIIKY U TOCTaBUI HA CTOJI CO CJIOBAMHU:

— I'ynsTh, Tak rynsaTs!

— A 1o KakoMy IOBOAY XOTh HHUTH-TO OymeM? — YIHWBIICHHO
BCKUHYB pecHHLBL, cipocuia Karepuna.

— breuta Ob1 BozKa, a TIOBOA Bceraa Hawaercs, — ynbioHyncs Ce-
PE’KKa, CTaBsl HA CTOJI OYEPEIHYIO JINTPY.

— BBI 41O, ceromHs ¢ yma mocXoOuau? — T8 Ha CHUPTHOE,
nporoopuia KaTroxa u mpuHsIach TOTOBUTH 3aKYCKY.

«To4yHO ¢ yMma mocxonwim», — noaymana Buka, crapasch XOTh
YyTOYKY YHSITh B ceOe BOJHEHHE, KOTopoe Omio depe3 Kpail. B romose
TBOpHJIACh Takas Hepa3bepuxa... To HuKOro He ObIJIO, a TO Cpasy IBOE,
BOT U MONpoOY# pazo0patscs. . .

[lomyaca Hazanm oHa ObLTa yBepeHa, uTo el HyxeH Cepexka u
TonbKo Cepexka, HO cTOWIo €il yBuaeTs Banbky... IIpaBunsno Katepu-
Ha CKazaja: «TPH ToJla — 3TO HE HeleNs W JaKe He MECSI», a Y HUX YXKe
nsTeIi Tox momen. M uto tonky? BonbHas mo000Bb B 3710pOBBIE OTHOIIIE-
HUSl HUKOTZAa He mepepacteT. Jla m He HyXeH oH eil Oombmre. Tak emie
no3apuepa pemuia A ceds Buka. PemuTs-To pemmna, TOJIbKO BOT YTO
nenath ¢ cepaueM? C TeM, KOTOpOE 10 CUX MOp HE XOYET ero OTIyCKaTh.
U 3auem on cHoBa mpurepcst? Heyxro, uTo0s! mo3nuth ee? M 3acta-
BUTH peBHOBaTh? OH K€ TaKk NPUBBIK TEIIUTh CBOE CaMoOJOOHE 3a ee
cuet. Ho ceromHs oH He yrajiaji, OHa HAMHOTO CHJIbHEH, YeM eMy KaxkeT-
csa. da u Cepexka y Hee ecTh, BOH, KaKk Ha Hee CMOTPHUT. A TOBOpAT,
«KIUH KIMHOM BbIMOaroT!» Hecnpocrta ke mpuaymaiad yMHBIE JIOJIU
MOrOBOpKH, pemmia Buka n mocmotpena Ha Cepres, KOTOPBIA TOJBKO
YTO MOJOIIEIN K CTOMY.

— 1, HaBepHOe, 3aHsuIa Bamie MecTo? — B3IJISIHYB Ha Cepexky,
BcTpenenynach Karepuna. — Hare, caaurecs.

Cepreit Oyaro storo u xaan. [IpumoctuBmmuchk psigom ¢ Bukoid,
OH OOHSII ee 3a IJIeYN U NPUTSHYI K cee.
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— To1 mpocTr MeHs 3a BUepalIHee, HO MHE HaJl0 OBIJIO TOTyMaTh.

— Ilogyman? — crinoTHyB NMPOTUBHBIA KOM, KOTOPBIH TO U ZI€J0
HOSBJISUICS B FOpJIE, YyTh CIBILIHO cripocuiia Buxka.

BHyTpHu BCe CXXalOCh: BOT W HACTYMIJI 4ac OECIIONIaHON IpaB-
Ibl, KOTOPYIO OHA, HABEpHO, 0Os1ach OOJIbILE BCETO YCIbILATh, HO U 3a-
KpBIBaTh YIIN — TOKE He BbIX0H. Kak Tam 6alyika roBopuia: Jydme yx
pe3arb 0e3 BCSKOro Hapko3a, OblcTpee 3akuBeT. Jla 1 oHa elle He ycrena
K HEMY MPUBS3aTbCS TaK CHIIBHO, YTOOBI TIOJDKU3HH cTpanarh. [loHsTHOE
neno: HenpuatHo. Hy, momadetr ManeHsko, a moToM Bee 3axkuBeT. Y Ka-
TEpUHBI K€ 3aKUBaeT, a OHAa, Buka, uto, u3 Apyroro tecra? JleBymika
B3rJIsiHy/Ia Ha Banbky. Henmenio Haszax eil Toxe Ka3aioch, €Ciid OH €€
OpocuT, OoHa yMpeT, 3afoxHeTcss oT 6onu. Ho Her, oT Gonm He Bcerna
ymupatotT. Ee mpocto ydaTcs TeprieTs, a TEPIEeHbs y Hee — Jail 60T Kax-
nmomy! Bot B3aTh X0Ts 051 3Ty cuTyanunto. Cepexka CHANT U CMOTPHT Ha
Hee HEMOHATHO, KAKUMH Ta3amMu. TO JH BIIOONEHHBIMH, TO JTU €My TaK
JKAIKO ee 0OuaeTh?

— Ilogyman, — mocne AIUTENbHON May3bl, HAKOHEL], IPOTOBOPHII
Cepreii. — TBoe TpemIoKeHNE eme B cmiie? — OIyTHB Ha cebe Bukuu
BOTIPOCUTETIBHBIN B3rJsiA, oH nobaBui: — Hy, Tl eme He mepenymaina
BBIXOIUTH 32 MeHs 3amyxk? Ecnm Her, To, Bukropus JImutpuesHa, Oyib-
T€ MOEH JKeHO!

UTo-TO YXHYJIO0 BHYTPH, BOJHA CUACThs 3a0ypinia B Hell. Buky
TaK ¥ TOJMBIBAJIO CKa3aTh: «a MOXHO moaymarb?» Ho cioBa 3actpeBanu
r71e-T0 B ropie, oHa cMoTpena Ha CepexKy 3axXMeJeBIIMMH OT CUacThbs
rjiasaMv U HE MOIJia IIOBECPUTH, YTO 3TO UMEHHO C Heu IMPOUCXOUT. E]_[IC
0b1! CKOJBKO pa3 OHA CIbIlIana yHWKEHHUS B CBOM ajpec: MaTh Oecrpe-
CTaHHO MOBTOPSUIA €, YTO, MOJI, HU OAMH AYpPaK He M03apUTCs Ha TaKYIO.
Uro Bang u T0, moHapowKky ¢ Hed apyxkut. 1 B kakoil-tTo MmoMeHT Buke
caMoH IMOKa3aJioch, YTO 3TO MMEHHO Tak M 00CTOMT. Kakomy MyKuKy
3aX04YEeTCsl CTaTh JUIsl HEE PYKaMHM M HOTaMH, KOPMHUTH €€ W3 JOXKEUKH,
BBIHOCHUTH Topiiku? BaHbpka, HaBepHOE, UIMEHHO IIO3TOMY M HE BHJECI C
Hell Oynymiero, moToMy 4to He Jooui. A ona ero? Ona ero soOuina,
HECMOTpSI Ha BCE ero HepocTaTku. A ux y Banpku MHOT0. M 0TMH U3 HUX
— 3Hype3. briBaeT, kak «pblObl HaNMOBUTY»... [loTomM nBa AHSA Matpac co-
xHeT. «BoT Tenepp nmyckail ¢ APyrMMH JIOBUT», — BBIJOXHYJa Buka u
omyTtuia Ha cebe CepeXKMH MBITAUBBIA B3I, BoT Tak ke W OHa, Ha-
BEPHO, BUepa CMOTpENa Ha HEro M *JAana, KOraa OH, HAKOHEL, IPU3HaeT-
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cs B JIIOOBU WJIH TOILIET ee K enpene-pene! Cnasa bory, sToro He ciy-
yuiock! BOT OH cUIUT psSAOM ¢ HEeW U mpeanaraeT e BeIUTU 3amyxk. U
Buka, KOHEYHO, CKaxeT «1a!», TObKO HEMHOXKKO momo3xe. Kak Hukak,
HO OHAa JICBOYKA, Ja U MPEMJIOKECHUE HE KaXAblil AcHb aenatoT. A Banb-
ka? Jla yto Banbka: HambeTcs, MPOCIUTCS Ja U YUJET «C a3 J0JIOH, U3
cep/ia BoH!»

— A TBHI TOTOM HE TIOKaJIeeNIh? — HAKOHEII cTIpocwiia Buka, Tisms
Cepesxke npsMo B Ii1asa.

— IloxxuBem, yBuaum, — otBetun Cepreir. On ¢ Bukoii 0b11 uec-
TEH: BeJb KU3Hb Takas Hempejckazyemas mTyka. CaM He 3Haellb, 4ero
OT Hee OXHIaTh. BOT OH HECKOJIFKO HEH Ha3a[ M MPEICTaBUTH HE MOT,
YTO TaK 3alpocTo craeiaeT Buke npeanoxxenue. Ho Benp caenan xe, a
4yTO OyZAeT Jainbiine, HUKTo, KpoMe I'ocoga bora He MoxeT 3HATE.

— Te1 ke MHE cama To3aBuepa ckasana, naBail mompobOyem. Te-
neps s Tebe TOBOPIO: JaBaii monpodyem?

— Jagaii monpoOyem, — 4yTh CJIBIIIHO MOBTOpWiIa Buka u ux ry-
0n1 BcTpeTmimch. Cepekka IeNloBaJl e Ha Iia3ax y BceX 0e3 BCSKOTO
cTecHeHHs. Yem oHa XyxKe Ipyrux?

— 3a 910 Hajo BRIMUTH! — peanoxuna Karepuna, kotopas pago-
Bajach 3a Buky OoibIlie Bcex, MOTOMY YTO KaK HUKTO JAPYTOW, 3HANA, 9YTO
ee CecTpeHKa 3acyXHiIa IpaBo Ha cyactbe! W mycTs 0OHO moka mpu3pad-
Hoe, 3(emepHOE. .. Bo3aMokHO, crycTst HekoTopoe Bpemst Cepreii 3abepet
cBoHM ciioBa Hazaa. Ho ceromHs oH 0OBSBUI O MOMOJIBKE, a 5TO 3HAYUT,
yto Buka cyactinupa!

— Haxkonen u Ha moelt ynure KamA3 ¢ npsHUKaMu epeBepHYI-
cs1, — T Ha Katepuny u yneibasics, nporoBopuia Buka. — brnaronaps
tebe! Jla s BooO1me, st 10 TpoOOBOI JOCKH ¢ TOOOH HE pacCUUTAIOCH!

— Jla 6poch ThI!

— Bbber4ok 3a yrod, — nomytuia Buka. — Tak s 5 He Kypro.

— Hy, xorga-To x kypuina, — yneiOnynack Karepuna. — UTo Mel ¢
TOOOM TOrAa Kypuiau?

— «benoMmopkanan», — paccmesanach Buka. — Jla-a, Kak ke 3TO
OBLTO aBHO... Ham Toraa 1o JieT BoceMb-/1eBATh ObLI0?

— A Kakx TIOJICOTHYXH BOPOBAJIH. . .

— 51 moToM, Ha KpbUIEYKe, CEMEUKH MPOIaBaia, 3a 4To OT MaMKH
O 3aJTHHIIC W TIOJy4YmIIa, a Thl yoexana. Tel OT MeHs Bcerya yOerana, a st
TUTaKana.
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