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Korga Mepwu JleHHOKC npucnanu »uTb K gage, B Muccenstysant-MsHop, Bce
FOBOPW/IN, YTO OHA CaMbli HEMPUATHbIN PebeHOK, Kakoro MM Korga-nmbo npu-
XOAUNOCb BMAETb. DTO Oblfla npaBfa. Y Hee OblIO0 ManeHbkoe Xypoe Nuuo U
ManeHbKoe Xxyaoe Teno. Bonocbl y Hee 6bin 6enokypble, Xuakue, a nuuo, ¢
BEYHO KUC/IbIM Bblpa)KeHMEM, »KeNnToe, MOTOMY 4YTO OHa poaunacb B VHanm n
BEYHO XBOpana To TeM, TO APYrvM.

Otey ee coctoan Ha cnyxbe y aHMMNCKOro MpaBUTeNbCTBa, Bcerga 6biBan
OYeHb 3aHAT N TOXe 4acCTo XBOpasn, a MaTb ee Oblla KpacaBuua, KOTOpas fio-
6una Tonbko OblBaTb B rOCTAX W BeCENUTbCA B KPyry Becenbix niogen. En Bo-
BCE He HyXeH Obin pebeHOK, 1, Korga pogunacb Mepu, oHa nopyuymna yxop 3a
Helo Ty3eMHOW Cny»aHKe, WM and, KOTOPOW Aanun MOHATb, YTO eC/IN OHa »Kena-
eT yrogutb mem-canb*, To pebeHOK He [JOoMKeH nmonafjaTbCA el Ha rnasa.

Mepu He nomHWna, 4To6bl KOrga-nnbo Buaena 6AM3KO YTO-HUOYAb, KpO-
Me CMYFNoro nvua CBoer amd MAN APYrux TY3eMHbIX Cyr; a Tak Kak BCe OHU
BCerga NOBMHOBANWCb €l M MO3BONANU el AenaTb BCe MO-CBOeMy, NMOTOMY 4YTO
MeM-cand morna pacceppmTbca, ecnn 6bl ee obecnokowmn Kpuk pebeHKa, TO
wecTn neT oT pogy Mepu 6bina Bennyanwen 3roMcTKOM U TUPAHKOMN.

Monopasa ryBepHaHTKa-aHIIMYaHKa, KOTOPYK B3AnW, 4Tobbl HayuuTb Mepwm
ynTaTb M NWcCaTb, TakK HEeB3NMOWNA ee, YTO Yepe3 TPU MecAua OTKasanacb OT
MecTa, a Korga ABNANUCb Apyrve TryBepHaHTKW, TO OHW YXOAUNWN uepes elle
6onee KopoTkoe Bpems, yem nepsad. M ecnn 661 Mepn camoll He 3axoTenocb
BblyYMTbCA UMTaTb U MWCATb, TO OHA HMKOrAa He vMena 6bl BO3MOXHOCTU Ha-
yumTbCca daxke a3byke.

B oOHO CTpawHO »Xapkoe yTpo — el Torga ObU1o yKe OKOoNo [eBATU
NeT — OHa NPOCHYNacb OCOBEHHO 3Mas WM pa3o3nunacb elwe 6onblie, Korga
yBUAENa, 4to Cny)KaHKa, CTOABLUAA BO3/e ee rnocTenu, bbina He ee ana.

— 3auem Tbl nNpuwia? — cKasana OHa YYXOW KeHwwuHe. — fl He NO3BOJIO
Tebe octatbcA TyT. Mpuwnn mHe Mot ana!

Y JKeHWMHbl 6bln UCNyraHHbIN BMA, M OHa nNpobopmoTana, 4YTO and He
MOXeT MpunTN, a Korga Mepu B HEWCTOBCTBE CTana GUTb W TONKaTb ee, OHa
TONIbKO MCMyranacb ewe 6onble 1M NOBTOPWA, YTO all3 HEBO3MOXHO MPUNTU K
muccn canb.

* Tak Ha3bIBaOT B VIHAWMW BENbIX XKEHLINH.
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B 3TO yTpo B CaMOM BO3fyxe TOYHO HOCWUIOCb YTO-TO TaMHCTBeHHoe. Huue-
ro He fenanu OO6bIYHBIM MOPAAKOM, U HEKOTOPbIX M3 TY3eMHbIX CNyr BOBCE He
6bIn10 BMAHO, a Te, KOTOpbiXx Mepwu Buaena, ABUranncb TOPOMSIMBO WU YKpPag-
Ko, C 6negHoO-cepbiMM MCNyraHHbIMM Nuuamn. HO e HMKTO HWYero He roso-
pun, 1 ee and BCe He ABNANACH.

YTpPO NpOXOAuno; CKOPO OHa OcCTanacb COBCEM OfHa, HAKOHeL Bbllwia B
caj M CTana urpaTb TOXe OAHa MNoA AepeBOM, OKono BepaHabl. OHa penana
BMA, YTO YCTpavBaeT LBETOYHYK KNymOy, 1 BTbikana Gonbline ApKo-anble LBe-
Tbl B MaJieHbK/Me Kyuku 3emnu, Bce 6onblue n 6Gonble pasgpaxaacb u 6op-
Moya cebe nMop HOC BCe TO, YTo cobupanacb CKasaTb cauan, Bce Te OpaHHble
CNnoBa, KOTopbiIMM Ccobupanacb 0603BaTb ee, Korga OHa BepHeTCA.

— CBuHbA! CBUHbA! CBMHOe oOTpoAabe!l — roBopwna OHa, NOTOMY YTO Ha-
3BaTb Ty3emua CBUHbeN — 3TO camoe XyAlee ocKkopbneHue.

OHa ckpexeTana 3ybamu, nostopAa 3Ty ¢pa3y, Korga ycnblllana, yTo Ha
BepaHAy BbllWia ee MaTb ele C KemM-To. OTo 6bin 6enoKypbii MONOJOW 4Yeso-
BeK, 1 06a OHM CTOANN N FOBOPUIN KaKUMU-TO CTPAHHbIMU TUXUMW FOIOCaMMU.

Mepw 3Hana 6enoKyporo MOIOfOro YesioBeKa, MOXOXEro Ha ManbyMka; OHa
C/bllana, Yto OH 6bl1 OoYeHb Monofor oduuep, KOTOPbIA HeAaBHO npuexan r3
AHrnunn.

[leBouka rnagena Ha HWX oboux, HO Gonee MPUCTANbHO rnAZeNa Ha CBOI
MaTb.

OHa Bcerga 37O fenana, Korga TONbKO MPeACTaBANCA Clyyall BUAETb €€,
NnoTomMy 4YTo Mem-canb — Mepu 4YacTo 3Bafla €e MMEHHO TakK, a He MHaye, —
Oblfla Takasa BbICOKAas, CTPOMHAA, KpacuBaA AaMa M HOCWNA MPEeNnecTHble HapA-
Abl. Y Hee O6blnn BOMOCHI, KakK BOMHUCTbIA LWENK, KPacuBbIA ManeHbKUIA HOC,
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npe3puTenbHO B3AEPHYTHIA, U 6onbline cMmeowmeca rnasa. Opexpa ee Bcerga
6blna nerkaa 1 pa3BeBaloLWAACA M, KaK Bblpa)kanacb Mepu, «nosiHa Kpy»KeB».

B 370 yTpo Ha Hel 6bio Gonblue KpyeB, YemM BCErfa, HO rnasa ee He
CMeANnCb; OHM OblNM TakMe GonblwMe U UCIYraHHble XM yMonAlwe rnagenn B
nmuo monoporo 6enokyporo odpuuepa.

— Heyxenun geno tak nnoxo? Heyxenn? — ycnblwana Mepu ee Bonpoc.

— YxacHo! — gpoXKalwym ronocom OTBETUN MOSIOAON YenoBeK. — YXKacHo,
muccmc JleHHoKc! Bbl gomkHbl 6binn yexaTb B ropbl ABe Heaenn TOMy Hasag.

Mem-canb ctana nomatb pyKMu.

— O, A 3Haw, YTo JoMmKHa Obina caenatb 310! — BOCK/MKHYNa OHa. — f
OoCTanacb TOMbKO AnA TOro, Ytobbl MOWTM Ha 3TOT Nynbi 3BaHbI 06epn! Kak A
6bina rnyna!

B 3Ty MMHYTy K3 nomelleHuA cnyr pasfganca Takon FPOMKUIM BOMMb, UTO
OHa yxBaTuiacb 3a PYKy MONIOAOro yenoseka, a Mepwu 3agpoxana C ronosbl Jo
Hor. Bonnb cTtaHoBUNCs Bce Gonee AUKUM.

— Y70 370? YTO 3TO? — NpowenTana MMccnc JIeHHOKC.

— Kro-To ymep, — oTtBeTun monogon oduuep. — Bbl He roBopunn, 4to
6onesHb nmoABMNacb cpepm Bawmx cnyr!
— A He 3Hana! — BoOCKNUKHyNa mem-canb6. — O, nonpgemTte CO MHOW, MOW-

aemMmrte co mHou!

OHa noBepHynacb u ybexana B fOM.

Mocne 3TOro HacTynWnoO HeuyTo Yyxacawuee, 1 Mepu cTano ACHO, no4yemy
3TO YTPO ObINO Takoe TaMHCTBEHHOE.

MosaBunacb xonepa B camoi Taxesnon Gopme, N NOAN yMUPANW, Kak My-
xn. A3 3abonena Houblo, YU CYrM BOMUAM B CBOUX XWXKWMHAX, MOTOMY 4YTO OHa
TONbKO YTO ymeprna. Houbio ymepnu elje Tpoe Cyr, a OCTaNibHble B YyxKace be-
Xanu. Bcrogy uapuna naHuKa, U Bo Bcex OyHrano 6oy ymmpatowme.

Ha cnepyowun geHb, BO BpeMA TpeBornm M cmAteHua, Mepu cnpaTanacb B
AETCKOW, N BCe 3abbinn O Hell. HMKTO He Ayman O Heill, HUKOMY OHa He Obina
HY>KHa, N BOKPYT MPOWCXOAMNIO HEYTO CTPAHHOE, O YemM OHa He MMena MOHATUA.

Yacbl npoxoaunu, u Mepu nonepeMeHHO TO crana, To nnakana. OHa 3Hana
TONbKO, UYTO NOAM XBOPanu, M Crbllana TanHCTBEHHbIE 1 MyraBlne ee 3BYKW.

Pa3 oHa mpokpanacb B CTONMOBYIO, KOTOpasA OKa3anacb MyCTOW, XOTA Ha CTo-
ne CTOAN HeJOKOHYEHHbIN obep; CTyNbA U Tapenku MMenu Takowu BuA, Kak bya-
TO KX MOCMELWHO OTOABWHYNN B CTOPOHY, KOrAa JoAN MO KaKOW-TO MNpuyunHe
BHe3anHoO MOAHANNCL U3-3a CTona.

Mepu noena ¢GpykToB M Cyxapen W, YyBCTBYA CWUSIbHYIO »Xaxkay, Bbinuna
CTOABWINIM Ha cToNne cTakaH BuMHa. OHO ObIIO Cnagkoe, HO AeBOYKa He MojJo-
3peBana, YTO OHO OuYeHb Kpenkoe. Ee CKOPO Hayano KNOHWUTb KO CHY, M OHa
nowna obpaTHO B AETCKYI M OMATb 3anepniacb Tam, MUCMyraHHas KpuKamu, Ko-
TOpble HeCNCb W3 XWKWUH, N 3BYKaMu TOPOMAMBbLIX WaroB. BMHO HarHano Ha
Hee TaKOWM COH, YTO rfla3a ee 3aKpbUIMCb MOMUMO €e BOJIX; OHAa Nerfia Ha no-
CTeNb U TOYHO MOTepAsia CO3HaHue.




OueHb MHOroe NpPoM3OWNO 3a Te AOMArMe Yacbl, YTO OHa Cnana Takum Ta-
XeNblM CHOM, 1 ee He pasdbyaunu HU BOMAW, HU wWym B OyHrano, rge 4to-To
BHOCWAM M BbIHOCUIIN.

Korga oHa npocHynacb, TO Npojosmkana nexaTb HenoABWXKHO, MPUCTaNbHO
rmAgA Ha cTeHy. B gome Obina nonHenwaa TULWMHA;, OHa He MOMHWUAA, YTOObI
Korga-nmbo npexae B Hem Uapwuio Takoe 6e3monsume. OHa He cChbllwana HU
roflocoB, HN LWAroB M Aymana O TOM, BCE NN YXe BbI3JOPOBENN OT XOonepbl U
npowna nn 6ena.

[ymana oHa m o TOM, KTO Tenepb OyAeT yxauBaTb 3a Helo, BefAb ee and
ymepna! BepoaTHo, O6yaeT HoBaa a3, M OHa, 6biTb MOXeT, byaeT pacckasblBaTb
HOBble CKa3KW; CTapble CKa3KW y»ke [OCTaTouHO Hagoenun Mepw.

OHa He nMnakana O TOM, UYTO ymepna ee HaHbka. OHa He 6bina N6ALWMM
pebeHKOM 1 HUKOrga HU K KOMy He Obina 0cob6eHHO npuBA3aHa.

ym, 6erotHA, BONAM MO yMepLlIMM OT XOJnepbl — BCE 3TO UCMNyrano ee, u,
Kpome TOro, oHa Obla ouyeHb cepAnTa, MOTOMY YTO HUKTO HE BCMOMHWI, YTO
OHa XuBa. Bce Tak obe3ymenu OT yXaca, YUTO HUKTO He MOAyman O AEBOYKe,
KOTOPYIO HUKTO He nobun.

Korga niogn 3aboneBany Xonepow, OHW, Ka3anocb, He MOMN AyMaTb HU
0 KOM, Kpome ceba cammx. Ho ecnm Bce onATb BbI3[OPOBENM, TO, KOHEYHO,
KTO-HMOYAb OOMKeH 6bin BCMOMHUTL O HEM M OTbiCKaTb ee.

Ho HWKTO He npuxoawn, n OHa BCe Nexana v Xpana, n B AOMe, Ka3anocb,
CTaHOBMUNOCb Bce Tuwe n Tuwe. OHa ycbllwana Kakom-TO LWOPOX Ha LUHOBKe
MW Korga B3rNAHyna Ha nos, TO yBuAena MasieHbKyl 3MelKy, CKONb3MBLUYIO NO
nony ” rNAgeBWYl0 Ha Hee MOXOXUMWU Ha AparoueHHble KaMHWU riasamu.

Mepu He wncnyranacb: 310 6bln0 6e3BpefHOe MaNieHbKoe CyLeCcTBO, KOTO-
poe HWYero He MOIMO el caenaTb. 3MelKa, Ka3anocb, Toponunacb BblbpaTbcA
M3 KOMHaTbl, 1 Mepwn Buaena, Kak OHa CKOfib3HyNna noA ABepb.

— Kak ctpaHHO n Tnxo! — ckasana Mepun. — Kak 6yato B AOMe HUKOrO
HEeT, KPOMe MeHA Aa 3MeNKMW.

Moyt B Ty e MWUHYTY OHa yCrnbixana warv B cagy, a NOTOM Ha BepaHge.
37O ObINN MYXKCKMEe Larn: My>4YMHbl BOWAN B AOM U O YeM-TO TUXO 3aroBOpU-
nn. HMKTO He BbIWEN UM HaBCTPeYy, HUKTO He 3aroBOpWS C HUMW; OHW, Kasa-
NOCb, OTKPbIBaNN ABEPU U 3arnAagbiBann B KOMHATbI.

— Kakoe onyctoweHne! — ckasan ofguH ronoc. — W 3Ta KpacmBaa eH-
WKWHA... Ja 1 pebeHok, A aymato, Toxe! A cnblwan, yto 6bIn pebeHOoK, XOTA ero
HUKTO HMKOrga He Buaen.

Korga OHM HecKonbKO MWHYT CNyCTA OTKpbinv ABepb, Mepu ctoAna nocpe-
OV [OEeTCKOW, HeKpacmBaa WM 3nasd, Haxmypus OpoBM, MOTOMY 4TO Oblna ronogHa,
M YyBCTBOBaNa cebA Kak-TO MO30PHO 3abpPOLUEHHON.

MepBbii YenoBek, BOWeAWNA B KOMHaTYy, Obl1 BbiCOKMIA oduLep, KOTOPOro
Mepwn opgHaxpabl Bugena y csoero otua. Y Hero Obin ycTanbii 1 03abOYEeHHbIN
BMA, HO, KOrga OH yBuaen ee, oH Obll TaK MOpa)eH, YTO 4YyTb HEe OTCKOuMN



— bapHen! — kpukHyn oH. — 3pecb pebeHok! PebeHok, oauH! B Takom
mecTe! boxe Mo, Aa KTO OHa TakaaA?

— A Mepwu JIeHHOKC, — 4YOMOPHO CKa3ana AEeBOYKA, BbIMPAMAAACL BO BeCb
pocT. YenoBek 3TOT MoKasancAa el oyeHb rpybblM, MOTOMY YTO Ha3Ban AOM ee
oTUa «TakMM MecTom». — f ycHyna, Korga Bce 6blin 60MbHbI XONEepon, U TOJb-
KO 4TO MpocHynacb. OTYero HUKTO He NPUXOAUT?

— IJT0 TOT pebeHOK, KOTOPOro HWKTO HUKorga He Bugen! — BOCKAUKHYN
oduuep, obpawasacb K cBoeMy crnyTHUKY. — O Hel Ha camom fene Bce 3abbl-
nn!

— [lloyemy 060 MHe 3abbun? — cnpocuna Mepwu, Tonaa Horon. — [love-
MY HUKTO He npuxoauT?

Monogoi uyenosek, KoToporo 3Banum bapHen, rpycTHO nocmoTpen Ha Hee.
Mepwn pgake nokasanocCb, YTO OH MWUFHYN rnasamu, TOYHO CMaxmBasA Cresy.

— bepgHaa kpowkal — ckasan OH. — HeKoMy NpUNATU: HUKOrFO He OcCTa-
noch.

TaknM CTpaHHbIM M HeoXmAaHHbIM obpa3zom Mepwu y3Hana, yTo y Hee He
OCTaNnoCb HU OTUA, HU MaTepu, YTO OHU YMepSiM U ObiNn yBe3eHbl HOUYbKD U YTO
Te Ty3eMHble CNyrK, KOTOpble OCTaJInCb B KMBbIX, MOCMELWHO MOKMHYNMU OOM W
HUKTO M3 HUX Ja)e He BCMOMHWI, YTO y HuUx Obina muccu-camnb. MNMostomy-to B
AoMe 6blIo TaK TWXO; B HEM [ENCTBUTENIbHO HMKOro Gonblue He 6bi10, Kpome
camon Mepwn ga ManeHbKOW 3MenKu.
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Mepu niobuna v3ganu rnageTb Ha CBOK MaTb M CUMTana ee O4YeHb Kpacu-
BOW; HO TaK Kak OHa OYeHb Masnio 3Hana ee, TO eABa JIN MOXHO ObINO OXuAaTb,
4yTO OHa OypeT TOCKOBaTb MO HeW, KOrga ee He CTaHeT.

OHa HMYyTb He TOCKOBana Mo Hel U TaK Kak Bcerga Obina yrnybneHa B ca-
Moe cebA, TO ee MOMbIC/bI U Tenepb, Kak OObIKHOBEHHO, 6biNM cocpepoToye-
Hbl Ha cebe camoli. byab OHa cTaplie, oHa 6bl, BEpPOATHO, OYeHb Gecnokomnach
NPW MbICAN, YTO OCTanacb COBCEM OAHa Ha CBeTe, HO OHa ele Oblna OveHb
Mana, U Tak Kak O Hel Bcerga 3abotunucb, TO npepnonarana, Yto 3TO BCeraa
OyneT Tak.

[ymana oHa TONbKO O TOM, MonafdeT NI OHa K XOpOoWWM NoAaM, KOTopble
6yayT C Hell obpalaTbCA BEXAMBO M BO BCEM YCTynaTb el, Kak 3TO Aenana ee
a3 N gpyrue Ty3eMmHble Cly»aHKW.

Mepwn 3Hana, YTO He OCTaHEeTCA HaBCerga B AOME aHMUNCKOro CBALWEHHU-
Ka, Kyga ee B3AnM B nepBoe BpemA. EN He xoTenocb octaBaTbcA Tam. AHMAMN-
CKMI CBALWEHHMK 6bin 6efieH, U Yy Hero 6blNo NATEPO AeTell, YyTb NN He OAHO-
NeToK, KOTOpble XOAWIM B NOXMOTbAX, BCerga CCOPWIMCb W TacKanu WrpyLiKn
ApYyr y apyra. Mepu HeHaBuaena ux HEOMPATHbI AOM M Tak AypHO obpalia-
flacb C HUMK, YTO 4yepes ABa OHA HUKTO He XOTen urpaTb C Helo.

— Teba oToWnNOT JOMOW yepe3 Hepeno, — cKasan en ogHaxabl basunb,
ManbyvK Mactopa, C Aep3KUMU ronybbiMu rna3amyi U B3JEPHYTbIM HOCOM, KOTO-
poro Mepu HeHaBugena. — Mbl BCe OYeHb pafbl STOMY.

— W a Toxe paga, — otBeTuna Mepu. — A rge 3TO Takoe «4OMON»?

— OHa He 3HaeT, rge 3107 — nNpPe3puUTeNnbHO CKasan cemwueTHun ba-
3UNb. — JTO, KOHeYHo, AHMuA. Hawa 6abywka UBET Tam, U B MPOLJIOM rogy

Tyga nocnanu cectpy Mabenb. A Tbl noepewb He K 6abyuwike; y 1eba ee HeT.
Tol noefewb K cBOeMy Aafe; ero 30ByT Muctep Apumbanbg KpaseH.

— fl HMKorga nNpo Hero He cibixana, — Orpbi3Hynacb Mepw.

— fl 3Hato, YTO He cnbixana, — oTBeTuN basunb, — Tbl HMYEro He 3Haelb.
[leBOUYKN OOBIKHOBEHHO HUYEro He 3HaloT. fl Crblwasn, Kak nana v mama roso-
punu npo Hero. OH MBeT B rpomMagHOM 3abpOLUEHHOM CTapoM [OMe B fJe-
peBHe, N HUKTO K Hemy He xoauT. OH TakoW CepAuTbif, YTO HUKOro K cebe He
nyckaet, a ecnm 6bl 1 NycTn, TO HUKTO Obl He npuwen. OH ropbyH n cTpaL-
HbIN-CTPALUHbIN.
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— A Tebe He Bepilo, — cKasana Mepu, OTBEPHYBWWCb OT HEro 1 3aTblikan
ylWwun nanbuamu, NoToMy 4To He xoTena Gonblue cnywaTtb.

Ho oHa Bce-Takm OyeHb MHOro gymana o6 3Tom; a Korga muccuc Kpoy-
dopa B TOT e Beyep CKasana e, YTO uyepe3 HECKONbKO AHeN OHa noefeTt B
AHrnuio K csoemy gage, muctepy KpaseHy, Kotopbin »un B Muccenbtysnt-Ma-
Hope, Yy Hee Obin TakoW YNpPAMO-PaBHOAYLUHbIA, TOYHO OKaMeHenbl BWA, NO-
3TOMY OHW He 3Hanu, YTo O Hel u nogymatb. OHWM NbITanUCb nNpunackatb ee,
HO OHa OTBepHynacb, korga muccnc Kpoydopp xotena nouenoatb ee, U Yo-
NOPHO BbiNpAMKNAch, Koraa muctep Kpoydopg notpenan ee no nieuy.

— OHa Takoln HekpacuBbll pebeHOK, — CKasana nocsie 3toro mmccuc Kpoy-
dopn TOHOM coxaneHuAa. — A MaTb ee 6Obia Tak Kpacusa! /I maHepbl y Hee
6bI1M Takme munble, a Mepu camblii HENPUATHBLIA PebeHOK, KOTOPOro s Ko-
roa-nubo Bupgena.

— bbITb MOXeT, ecnin 6bl ee MaTb Movalle NoABAANACb B AETCKOMW, CO CBO-
UM KpacuBbIM NMLOM W MWIbIMMA MaHepamu, Mepu Toxe morna 6bl nepeHATb
3T MaHepbl. [PycTHO Tenepb BCMOMMHATL, Korga 6efHasa KpacaBuua yxke ymep-
Na, OYeHb MHOrMe BOBCE He 3Hanu, YTo y Hee 6bln pebeHoK!

— OHa, KaxeTcA, HMKOrga He B3rNAHYNa Ha Hee, — B3[OXHYNAa MMUCCUC
Kpoydopa. — Korpa ee ans ymeprna, HUKTO M He BCMOMHMA O Kpouwke. [lo-
AyMal TONMbKO: BCe cNyrn pas3bexanncb U OCTaBUIM ee OfHy B MyCTOM [OMe.




MonkoBHMK Mak-lpto roBopun MHe, YTo Oblil MOpa)keH, Korga OTBOPWI ABEPL U
YyBUAEN ee COBEpLUeHHO OAHY Mmocpean KOMHATbI.

Bo Bpema ponroro nepeesga B AHrnuio Mepu Haxogunacb nop NpUCMo-
TPOM >KeHbl OfHOro oduuepa, KOTopas Be3fa Tyda CBOMX AeTeld, uyTobbl nome-
CTUTb MX B MaHCMOH. OHa Oblna OYeHb 3aHATa COOCTBEHHbLIMU AETbMU N OYEHb
pagoBanacb, Korga caana Mepwu KeHwumHe, KOTopylo muctep KpaBeH Bbicnan B
JIOHOOH BCTpeTUTH ee.

MKeHwmHa 3Ta cniykuima SKOHOMKon B MwuccenbtyanT-MsHope, 1 3Banun ee
muccuc Meanok. OHa 6bina o4YeHb MOMHaA, C PYMAHbIMA LWEKaMU U 30PKMMU
YepHbIMU rnasamm.

OHa oueHb He mnoHpaBunacb Mepu; HO Tak Kak Mepwu pepko Kro-nnbo
HPaBWU/ICA, TO B 3TOM He OblI0O HUYEro YAUBUTENbHOIO; Kpome Toro, Obiio oue-
BMAHO, YTO MuUccUc Mepsiok ToKe HEBbICOKOrO MHEHUA O JeBOYKe.

— DKaA OHa HeKkpacmBas! — cKaszana oHa. — A Mbl Befb C/blWanu, 4To
ee MaTb Obina KpacaBuua. OHa, KakK BMAHO, KPAcCOTbI-TO €l B HacneacTBO He
OCTaBWMa, He Tak nn?

— OHa, ObITb MOXeT, NepeMeHnNTCA, Korga nogpacteT, — AoOOPOAYLHO CKa-
3ana XeHa oduuepa. — Ecnm 6bl oHa He Oblna Takaa Xentaa M BblparkeHue
nuua ee 6bI10 6bI MonackoBe. A uyepTbl NMua y Hee xopowwe. [leTn Befb TaK
MeHawTcA!

— En npupetca M3MeHUTbCA BO MHOrom, — OTBeTWIa Muccuc Megnok. —
A B MwuccenbTysiiTe HET HWYEro TakKoro, YTo MoOrno 6bl U3MeHUTb pebeHKa K
nyyliemy, ecnm Bbl cnpocute MeHs!

O6e oHu gymanu, uto Mepu He cnywaeT, MOTOMY UYTO OHa CTOANA HEeCKOJb-
KO moofanb, Y OKHa OTeNs, rge OoHM ocTaHoBunucb. OHa cMmoTpena Ha MpoXo-
XWX, Ha Mpoe3)aBlme OMHMOYCbl MU K30bl, HO CJblllana BeCb Pa3roBOp; B HeW
MPOCHYNOCb NO6OMbITCTBO MO OTHOLWIEHWUIO K AAfe U ero unuvwy. Yto 310 6bIn
3a JOM 1 Ha 4TO OH Obin noxox? Yto Takoe ropbyH? OHa HUKOrga He BuZana
ropbyHa; 6biTb MoXeT, ux B NHAMM BOBCe He 6bio.

C Tex NOp Kak OHa CTana »WUTb B UYYXWUX AOMax M Yy Hee He 6bino and, OHa
CTana 4yBCTBOBATb CeOS OAMHOKOW, M B FONIOBY € MPUXOAWIN CTPAHHble, CO-
BEPLUEHHO HOBblE A1 HEe MbIC/N.

OHa gymana o TOM, Mouyemy 3TO OHa Bcerga Obila «HMUbA», Aaxe Koraa
ee oTey U MaTb Oblnum KKBbl. [pyrne petn «npuHagnexanu» CBOMM OTLAM U
MaTepAM, OHa e, Ka3anocb, O6bina BceM uyxad. Y Hee Obinn cnyru, 6bina nu-
Wa M opexaa, HO HMKOMY He Obl1o go Hee paena. OHa He 3Hana, YTo MPUYKU-
HOWM 3TOro ObINO TO, YTO OHAa — OYEHb HEMPUATHbLIN pebeHOoK; camo coboi
pasymeeTcA, YTO OHa He 3Hafa, Kakaa oHa HenpwuATHaAa. OHa 4yacTo Haxoau-
na, 4Yto Apyrve noam OYeHb HenpuATHbl, HO He MOoJOo3peBasna, YTO OHa cama
TaKkoBa.

OHa cuutana muccuc Meanok camol HenpuATHOWM 0COOON, KOTOpYK KO-
roa-nmbo Bupgena, c ee rpybbiM pPyMAHbIM NULOM K OE3BKYCHOWN BblYypHON
wnanoi. Ha cnepylowmin aeHb, Korga oHW yesxanu B Mopkwup, Mepu wna
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no nnatopme K BaroHy C BbICOKO MOAHATOM rONOBOWN, CTapaAcCb AepKaTbCA
Kak MOXHO [Janblie OT Hee, Kak OyATO COBCeM He «npuHagnexana» ei. OHa
6bl oueHb paccepamnacb, ecny 6bl y3Hana, yYTo NOAM NPUHUMAIOT ee 3a [oub
muccmnc Mepgnok.

Ho muccnc Meanok ouyeHb Mano ob6pallana BHUMaHMA U Ha camoe Mepw,
W Ha TO, YTO OHa Adymana. Em BoBce He xoTenocb exatb B JIOHAOH, Kak pa3
Korga Obina cBagbba ee MNEMAHHULbI, HO Y Hee 6Oblflo YAOO6HOe, BbIrOAHOE Me-
CTO 3KOHOMKM B MwuccenbtyanT-MaHope, 1 yaepaTb 3TO MecTO 3a cob6oi OHa
MOrfla TONbKO Adenaa To, uto muctep KpsseH npurkasbiBan. OHa He cmena pJaxe
3afjaBaTb BOMPOCOB.

— KanutaH JIeHHOKC ¥ ero XeHa ymepnu OT XOnepbl, — CKas3an en mwu-
ctep KpaBeH CBOMM XOMOAHbIM NAKOHUYECKUM TOHOM. — KanutaH JIeHHOKC
6bl1 6paToOM MOeN eHbl, U A OneKyH ero gouyepu. [leBOuky npuBesyT croga.
Bbl gomkHbl noexatb B JIOHOOH M camu NpuBe3TU ee.

N oHa ynoxuna cBon HebonbLoW yemMopaH M OTMpaBunacb B MyTb.

Mepwn cupena B yrny BaroHa, HeKpacuBas, C Kanpu3HbIM BblpaKeHnem nu-
ua. En Heyero 6bIn0 ynMTaTb, HE Ha YTO ObLIO CMOTPETb, U OHa CuAaena, CNOXMB
Ha KOJleHAX CBOM ManeHbKrMe PYyKM B YepHbIX nepuyaTtkax. bnaropgapsa uepHomy
nnaTblo OHa Ka3lasacb elle »KenTee, YeM BCerga, U ee peakne CBET/ble BOJOChI
TOpYann M3-nof YepHOW KPernoBoW LWAAMKN.

«HuKorga B XM3HW He BuAbiBana pebeHKa C TakMM Kanpu3HbIM BUAOM», —
nogymana muccmc Megnok. OHa HuMKorga He Bupena pebeHKa, KOTOpbIn cupen
Obl Tak HEMNoABWMMHO, HWYero He paenad. HakoHel el Hajoeno CMOTPeTb Ha
Mepwu, 1 oHa 3aroBopuna ObICTPO U Pe3KO.

— T[lo-moemy, Hapo Tebe pacckasaTb KOe-uTo O TOM, Kyda Tbl efelb, —
CKaszana oHa. — 3Haelb Tbl YTO-HUOYAb O cBOeM Asape?

— Het, — cKka3zana Mepwn.

— Tbl HUKOrga He chblWwana, YTo TBOM POAUTENN FOBOPWUAN O Hem?

— Het, — cka3zana Mepu, HaxmypuBwuncb. OHa Haxmypunacb MOTOMY, UTO
BCMOMHWIA, YTO €e oTel M MaTb HUKOFAA He FrOBOPWIM C Hel O 4YeM-HMbynb
onpefeneHHOM M HUKOr4a HWM O YeM el He paccKasblBanu.

— [M... TM... — npoBopuana muccuc Mepnok, NpPUCTanbHO MALQA Ha CTpPaH-
Hoe GeccTpacTHoe NnuMko. OHa HEeCKONbKO CEKYHA Mofyana, HO MOTOM CHOBaA
3arosopwuna:

— Hapo Tebe Bce-Takum KOe-4YTO pacckasaTb, 4TOObl Te6A MOoAroToBUTb. Tbl
eflellb B OYEeHb CTPAHHOE MecCTo.

Mepu HuYero He Ckasana, U ee ABHOE PaBHOAYLIME HECKONbKO 03agaynno
muccnc Mepnok, HO, NepefoxHyB, OHa CTana MPOAOKaTb:

— Heuero cka3atb, nomecTbe rpoMagHoe, HO MpayHoe, U muctep KpaseH
OYeHb ropAauTCA UM... No-cBoemMy. [lom Obin BbICTPOEH LIECTbCOT NIeT TOMYy Ha3apg,
Ha Kpalo CTenn, U B HEM MOYTU CTO KOMHAT, XOTA OONbLIMHCTBO U3 HUX 3anep-
Tbl. A B HUX W KapTWUHbI, N KpacuBasA CTapuHHaA mebenb, 1 BCAKME Apyrue Be-
WW... 1 BCE 3TO CTOUT TaM Lefble BEKa; BOKPYr AOMa rPOMaAHbI MapkK, U cagbl,
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N [epeBbA, BETBM KOTOPbIX AOCTalT A0 3emnn. — OHa ocTaHoBWUiIacb M ONATb
B3JOXHyna. — A 6osblue HMYero, — HeoXMUAAHHO 3aKOHuYMIa OHa.

Mepn HeBONbHO Hauana npucnywmBaTbcA. Bce 310 6bINO Tak He Mnoxoxe
Ha VMHaguio, a BCe HOBOe Bcerga npusnekano ee. Ho oHa He HamepeBanacb Mo-
Ka3blBaTb, UTO ee 3TO MHTepecyeT. OTO Oblfla OAHa M3 ee HecyacCTHbIX, HEMPUAT-
HbIX MpPUBbIYEK.

OHa cmnpena monuya.

— Hy, uto Tbl gymaewb 060 Bcem 3TOM? — cnpocuna mmccuc Megnok.

— Hwnyero, — otBeTuna oHa. — A HMYEro He 3HaKw NPO TakMe MmecTa.

DTO 3aCTaBWIO MUCCUC MepgnoK paccMeATbCA KOPOTKUM CMELLIKOM.




